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Editorial
On Brotherly Bonding
Ken Gahagan 
Staff Writer

It has long been the tradition, on this 
campus and many others, to have a 
pledge season for potential members in 
a fraternity or sorority. The whole idea 
behind the pledge season is to educate 
the new members or pledges as to what 
ideals are held by the fraternity or 
sorority, as well as to provide a bonding 
experience between the brothers or 
sisters and the pledges.

All of this is well and good. However, 
the idea of pledge season has been 
misinterpreted and misconstrued to 
allow all sorts of activities which may be 
of dubious value. Many of these actions 
are against the law. It is often difficult to 
define hazing. Is it detrimental to the 
health or mental well-being of a pledge 
to sing “You Are My Sunshine” at each 
dorm on men’s hill at 6:30 in the morn
ing? Probably not, but what does it ac
complish? The action annoys anyone 
who is trying to sleep at that time. It may 
be embarrassing to the pledges who 
have to “perform” at that time of the 
morning, and what is the value? If some
one wants to learn to sing, let them take 
singing lessons. (Some of the people in 
that particular group could have 
definitely used a lesson or two.)

It seems to me that the pledge 
season should be a time when the 
brothers in the fraternity try to win the 
respect of the pledges, not the other 
way around. Ideally, of course, the 
fraternity or sorority will have such a 
reputation that the pledges will want to 
be a part of the fraternity or sorority 
anyway, but how does pledge season 
help the goal of encouraging the 
pledges to continue the pledge season?

I have seen pledge season from both 
sides both as a pledge and as a brother, 
so I do know that of which I speak. 
Pledge season is a time for people to 
have fun. Pledge season should be a 
time when you have some activities to 
break the monotony of the academic 
year. But pledge season is neither sup
posed to be a time when you are

regularly harassed or embarrassed, nor 
is it a time for an organization on cam
pus to expect all the rest of the campus 
to tolerate unsolicited invasions of their 
privacy.

I know of one pledge class who 
tolerated the tyrannical tendencies of 
the brothers ail through pledge season, 
and when pledge season was over, all 
they wanted to do was beat the life out 
of two of the brothers. How did the 
pledge season help promote brotherly 
love in this instance? What is the pur
pose in having a pledge season like 
that?

There are, believe it or not, people on 
this campus who are not a part of a 
Greek organization, and do not wish to 
be a part of one. Should they have to put 
up with pledges singing in the cafeteria? 
Should people who are sleeping peace
fully in their beds at 6:30 a.m. tolerate 
being rudely awakened by a group of 
pledges singing the world’s only atonal 
version of “You Are My Sunshine?” The 
answer is a firm no.

The fraternities on this campus need 
to rethink their pledge seasons so that 
they conform more to what they are sup
posed to be in the first place. Pledge 
seasons should be unobtrusive, they 
should educate, and they should mold 
the members into a group.

Let’s face it. A group has no identity 
without individuals, but an individual can 
have an identity without the group, 
therefore the pledge season should 
consist of activities in which the pledges 
and the brothers or sisters work 
together. The pledge season should not 
be purely the burden of the pledges. It 
should be a fifty-fifty effort on the part of 
the brothers and the pledges meeting 
halfway so that each member of the 
group gets to know all of the others. 
Fraternities and sororities are by nature 
cliquish, but they cannot survive if they 
are subdivided into little cliques within 
themselves which can be caused by 
traumatic pledge seasons.

Correction
n the last issue of the Hilltop, an error was made in 
he Founder’s Day story. The author of From These 
Stones was incorrectly stated as James McLeod and
should have been John A. McLeod. The editors send 
Dut our deepest apologies for this error to his wife, 
who lives in Mars Hill.

Jones to Speak at MHC
Tammy Condrey

of Western Australia in Perth.
Dr. Donald G. Jones. Professor of 

Social Ethics at Drew University in New 
Jersey, will be visiting MHC the week of 
October 30 lecturing to several groups 
across the campus.

Dr. Jones is a author of several 
books and articles, and has had 
numerous
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Master of 
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University.
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served in 
the U.S.
Navy, 
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small busi
ness, been 
a
Methodist 
minister, a
Minister of Education, a Teacher of 
American History, a Training and 
Development Instructor at Allied Signal 
Corporation conducting Business 
Ethics Seminars, a visiting professor at 
University of Texas and Rice University 
and a visiting professor at the University
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Hill Baptist Church at 6:00 on the t Fash 
of “Relationship Between Religionking t 
Ethics.” The other will be in the S^inage 
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“Current Issues in Business Ethics.'ig a h 

An warm welcome is extended t(^nd re 
Jones as he arrives at Mars Hill. The r
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