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sors. The Grand Alliance that led to the
formation of the UN was designed so
thatthe major powers in the world would
work through the UN to force respect of
law. But the Cold War “soured” the al-
liance and leftthe UN often helpless and
divided.

Dr. Lenburg stressed that in this first
test of the Post-Cold War era that the in-
ternational coalition probably will not be
able to hold after the war in order to set
up President Bush's “New World
Order.” He feels that the best chance for
not dragging it out like the Korean War
is to stickto the UN Mandate and not try
to utterly destroy Iraq.

Dr. Larry Stern, Professor of Political
Science, described the current US
Policy inthe Middle East as the stabiliza-
tion and maintenance of a balance of
power in the region. There is also con-
cern for human rights and oil questions
to be addressed. He stresses that the
addition of troops in November led to
the pointwhere we had to followthrough
on our bluff or “lose face.” The critical
nature of the Gulf region combined with
the tension and has made it into a
“tinderbox; it is a quagmire.” Unfor-
tunately, that leaves the area in the situa-
tion where there are “no actions or lack
of actions that give us a short-term
desirable outcome.”

“The politics of war are always dif-
ficult to understand fully” was the as-
sessment given by Dr. George Peery,
Professor of Political Science. The
President’s role as commander-in-chief
of the armed forces assures him that in
the case of war the ““‘war defines a
presidency.” Historically, after a war the
Executive Branch often dominates the
Congress. Dr. Peery noted that the
division of the vote reflects the division
in the Democratic Party as well as
division of public opinion, but “in war-
fare, Congress doesn’'t want to get in-
volved.”

The difference between strategy and
tactics was clarified by Dr. David Knis-
ley. Professor of History, as the dif-
ference between the big picture and
details, large units and small units, ends
and means. The Iraqi strategy seems
one of defense and attrition, in order to
be recognized as winners by avoiding
decisive defeat. The Coalition must
reach a decision as quickly and cleanly
as possible.

Contrasting actual tactics is the con-
“Just War Theory” as
presented by Mrs. Kathy Meacham.
“Just War Theory” has two main
tenants: there is justice in the declara-
tion of war and justice in the waging of
war. Declaratory justice deals with ques-
tions of just cause, proper authority and
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Who Are the Arabs?

The ancient Chinese general Sun-Zu
warned us to “know thy enemy”; but as
we approach war in the Persian Gulf, we
are in a unique position of having
enemy, ally and neutral who are all one
people. The Arab world is a complete
mystery to most Americans, who have
had little firsthand knowledge of how an
Arab country lives and breathes.

During tlfe “All College Classroom
Event” Persian Gulf War forums, faculty
members and students shared perspec-
tives and information about the war. Stu-
dents Kristin Rabai and Majid Bakhtiari
were among the panelists.

Even though Islam is the fastest
growing religion in the world, most
people have little concept of its back-
ground and position. If you are a devout
Muslim, then you are to totally submit to
Allah (God). Islam was started by the
prophet Mohammed in 622 AD;
Mohammed is believed to have received
a revelation that is now written down as
the Koran. Islam has three main tenants:
Allah is the only god, Mohammed is his
prophet and seal, and the Koran is
God’'s complete revelation to man.
Some sects also put theological em-
phasis on Jihad or Holy War or on
Predestination.

All Muslims also adhere to the dis-
cipline of prayer five times a day while
facing Mecca, Islam’s most holy city.
Islam also requires alms giving equal to
one-fortieth of their possessions. Each
male Muslim is also expected to make a
pilgrimage to Mecda at least once in his
life. And during the Islamic month of
Rahamadan all Muslims are expected to
fast from sunup to sundown.

Dr. Sam Boggess and Mrs. Carol
Boggess taught English to Saudi
Arabians for a total of three and one half
years between the years of 1977 and
1985, and they shared some of their ex-
periences and insights into Saudi cul-
ture. Dr. Boggess shared that the
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degree of religious influence is vast and
influences all aspects of life from speech
to law. The culture shuts down, shops
close and streets clear when prayer is
called for, including at 3 a.m. The calls
for prayer and the sermons on Fridays,
the holy day, from the mosques are
amplified by powerful speakers so all
can hear. The Saudis are not rebellious
and do not seem to mind the restrictions
and the not-completely-free society that
they live in, because they feel that if they
had an unrestricted society they would
become a second-class USA. Finally, he
noted the great pride Saudis have in
their religion, their role as protector of
Islam, their language and resources.

Mrs. Boggess examined the role of
women in the Saudi culture and how the
women play important roles despite
their lower status. In the University
where she taught, there was no mixing
of the sexes but facilities were always
equal. In public buildings like banks and
in homes, there would be separate sec-
tions or rooms for the women to meet or
do business. Only the closest male rela-
tives may see the face of a woman,
which may account for the number of
first cousin marriages. Mrs. Boggess
described the “girls,” unmarried
women, as interested in foreigners,
beautiful but often unaware of it, as
loving children and generally insensitive
to the restrictions put on them except
when males push them out of their time
and places. The don't like what they
know of mixed-sex cultures, butthey are
very aware of how much they are
valued. In fact, they are “queens behind
closed doors” and are considered to
have very important roles as mothers
and stabilizers of families. Lastly, Mrs.
Boggess feels that we, as Americans,
can learn to communicate with the
Arabs when we are not out to convert
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War in the Gulf: Collegiate Impact

Few things affect the course of human events as much as a major war. The war
inthe Middle East has brought war to a new generation of Americans and raised the
old guestions for those who have already lived in wartime or are veterans of war.

Since a college is an institute of higher learning, it is only proper that Mars Hill
College examine the questions about war and of war and educate its community
about reasons, causes and concerns raised by war. In the following articles The
Hiiltop will examine the College’s response and actions, impact of the war, and what

can be done to understand “why?”.

Meacham
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Iraqis, the Palestinians, the Chinese, the
Saudis. Connectedness requires im-
agination. It means that when Iraqgis die,
something in us dies, too, just as when
Americans die. Connectedness means
recognizing and accepting our share of
responsibility when things fall apart;
when peace is not created; when under-
standing does not occur. Connected-

ness means realizing, with Alice
Walker’s character Shug, in The Color
Purpie, “If | cut a tree, my arm would
bleed.”

7. Act on that imagination-in our
personal lives, in our studies, in our
political action. There are possibilities.
Jesse Jackson says: we must keep
hope alive. And we must. Only with
moral imagination and the courage to

act on it will any genuinely new world
order come about.



