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Smile! You're On Popular City 
Photog's Candid Camera

By Patricia Smith 
Deering

Phoenix Managing Editor 
Hang around downtown long 

enough or often enough, and 
sooner or later you’ll see him hustl
ing along, feet splayed in quick 
steps that belie his short, slightly 
portly frame. Weighing down his 
shoulder is the ever-present tool of 
his ttade - his camera bag loaded

L.B. Speas Jr.

with equipment for all occasions. 
The man is L.B. Speas Jr., and in 
all probability, he’s on his way to 
take care of business.

His business puts him in demand 
for everything from weddings and 
reunions to events around town 
covered by the news media. A 
professional photographer since 
1975, Speas - or “L.B.” to the 
many who know him in the 
community - brings an artist’s touch 
to his profession, as well as a keen 
eye for capturing the essence of 
whatever or whomever he 
photographs.

“There’s a difference between a 
photographer and a ‘snapshooter’,” 
Speas says, describing the stance, 
positioning, and photo composition 
ability that are some of the 
hallmarks of a competent, profes
sional photographer. He prides

himself on his craft, something that 
began for him as a hobby in 1965 
while he worked as a lab technician 
at Talton Professional Photo- 
finishers.

Watching the .work that other 
photographers were doing, Speas 
decided that he wanted to try his 
hand. “One lunch hour, I went with 
a friend to the pawn shop and 
bought a Yashica,” Speas said, 
chuckling at the memory of his ■ 
decision. He credits one of the 
city’s well-known photographers, 
James Fields, with teaching him the 
finer points of using a camera. A 
week later, he landed his first job - 
taking pictures for the church where 
he has been an active member for 
years - Goler Memorial A.M.E. 
Zion Church.

His work surprised not only his 
church members but himself as 
well. “Those photos were some of 
the best I ever made,” he recalled, 
the surprise still in his voice. “1 
don’t know what happened.” Speas 
continued to hone his skills, 
learning from other photographers 
and at Talton. “By doing, I 
learned,” he explained. Beyond 
“one little, short course,” his 
expertise has been all OJT (on-the- 
job-ffaining).

Speas left Talton in 1980 after 15 
years and held a variety of other 
fulltime jobs, still pursuing on the 
side, what had become his 
profession. In 1990 he joined the 
staff of the Winston-Salem 
Chronicle as the newspaper’s 
photographer. After being laid off 
twice, he was more or less 
propelled into his own business in 
1991, the type of service-oriented 
business that can survive reces
sionary times. “For now, I can’t see 
the effect because I’m still getting 
calls for weddings and other jobs.” 
He is also the photographer for the 
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Your Best Kept Secret...
RENT your designer wedding gown—and save your money for your marriage! Eastern 
Bridal and 1\ixedo can outfit your entire weddmg party, including a huge selection of 
exquisite, designer wedding gowns for the bride and fiibulous dresses for the attendants 
and even the mother-of-the-bride. All at reasonable rental rates, with sizing, slips, 
gloves and other accesscMies included. The groom can also choose from a distinctive 
collection of attire for himself and his attendants. Call or come by today for expert 
consultation on everything needed for this most spedal occasion. Larger si^ available 
for bride and groom. And visit our downstairs Party Makers store for invitations, 
napkins and other paper goods, plus rental iteira from tables, chairs, and china to 
canddabras and champagne fountaiiu.

COMPLETE BRIDAL AND WEDDING PARTY RENTAL 

510 N. Elm St. • Greensboro • 272-8561 • M-F 9-5:30 Sat. 9-5
After hours by appointment

NEW YORK BABY GRAND
PRESENTS

A TRIBUTE

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
SUNDAY, JAN. 19TH

Special Guest 
Alderman Larry Womble 

Shirley Holloway
Also

Speakers Dancers Singers

Free Her D'oeuvers

Doors Open at 6:00 p.m. 
Tribute Starts at 7:00 p.m.

Free Admission until 10:00 p.m.

875 W. NORTHWEST BLVD.
Winston-Salem, NC


