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the landlord of the building called the police and the children services to 
apprehend us, and then they separated us. At the age of five, I was heart-broken.

Eventually my sister and I were re-united with one of our brothers. The oldest 
brother went back to help our mother, but ended up in a gang. The three of us moved 
in with our father and he took care of us, even until this point. We would see our 
mother every once in a while and hear about her. News of our mother came when I was 
about 11 years old when we learned that our mother was diagnosed with AIDS. To see 
your mother decaying in front of you...to see that beautiful skin infected and scarred up, 
to know that your very own mother is dying of a terrible disease and you cannot help her 
was horrific. My mother was cleaned of the drugs before the disease, but we later found 
out that she contracted it through her boyfriend who was a heroine addict. But even 
while our mother was going through the AIDS process she used to visit us and talk to 
us. She used to look at us with her beautiful smile and tell us of how proud she was of 
us. A few years later the beautiful, strong black woman named Michelle died.

When we lived with our father, he used to read the Bible to us and he taught us how 
to pray. In the midst of all of the turmoil in my life, I found refuge in the Word of God. My 
father used to read the Bible to us, until I learned to read it for myself, I learned about 
people who were used by God and I desired to be used by Him also. When I read about 
Jesus, I found myself wanting to be just like Him and wanting to do everything possible 
to please Him-1 was in love with this God. Later, I learned three very important precepts 
of God that altered my whole life.

1.1 was redeemed from the curse of the law.
Christ became a curse for me so that I would not have to be cursed by the deci­

sions of my mother. Once I received Christ that generational curse had been broken!
2.1 am made in the very likeness and image of God.
I learned that I was made to be just like God. Because of what I had been through in 

my life, I was labeled as a statistic-1 was not going to do well in school, was going to 
end up with several children before 21 and possibly on drugs. However, God’s 
redemptive power allowed me get a 4.0 GPA in my third year of college, remain pure and 
Holy before God- without any children and the only high that I get is from the Most High.

3. God has a plan for my life
I was overjoyed and honored when I found out that the God of the universe loved me 

and wanted to use me for His glory. Me? After all that I had been through? God 
wanted me to represent Him? At the age of 16,1 was filled with the Spirit and a couple
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of years later I learned the purpose of my salvation and being Spirit-filled- to be God’s 
witness in the earth that He is Lord!!! God has called me to demonstrate His power to 
the nations!

Isaiah 62;2 says, “And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness and all kings thy glory, 
and thou shall be called by a NEW NAME, which THE MOUTH OF THE LORD SHALL 
NAME.”

To every parent or person strung out of drugs- God will call you by a new name; to 
every child suffering from the pain and shame God will give you a new name. God calls 
us by His very name- no one is too far from His salvation, redemption or love. The Bible 
says NOTHING can separate you from the love of God. If only my mother knew the 
meaning of her name, Michelle- “Who is like God ”? When God saw my mother. He saw 
Himself, one who is like Him. Although my mother has died, her legacy still lives for I am 
her legacy- Tenesha Michelle Thomas. Tenesha- Michelle- one who is like God! I am left 
on earth to do what she could not do. I am here to prove that generational curses can 
be broken. I am able to fulfill the very promises of God and bare his very name to show 
forth His glory throughout the nations of the Earth!

God does not exalt one person above the other. Therefore, if he has done it for me. 
He is more than able to do it for you!
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Let a favorite person in your life know you 
are thinking about them.

You’ll be surprised at the happiness it brings!
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YAMAHA
•Finance offer available on the Yamaha card, subject to credit approval, February 6. 2004 - May 31, 2004, good on any new 2004 (or new prior 
year) Yamaha Motorcycle, ATV and Scooter Reduced Rate 3,9% APR effective on these purchases for 24 months if your Account is kept current. 
Thereafter a Standard Rate 9.99%, 13.99%, 17.99%, or 21.99% APR will apply. For Accounts not kept current, the Default Rate 24.99% APR will 
be applied to all balances. Minimum Finance Charge $I 00 Maximum amount financed $20,000 Certain rules apply to the allocation of payments 
and Finance Charges on your promotional purchase if you make more than one purchase on your Yamaha card Call 1-888-367-4310 or review 
vniif rardholfipr apreement for infnrmatmn Cash hark offer pnnd on select mndeis Visit niir website at vamaha-mntnr com


