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.Sl'c\\".ll‘t Says—
Republicans Won't

Even Consider Plan
To “Draft” Roosevelt

By CHARLES P. STEWART
Central Press Columnist o

THE SUGGESTION, which al«
ready has appeared in print, that
the Republicans ought to join the
Democrats in a draft Roosevelt
y F' movement, has
8 evoked few, if
any, cheeras
from GO P
sources.

From the min-
ute that the
president deliv-
ered his defense
message to con-
gress Republi-
can sentiment
was practically
unanimous that
he must have
what he asked
for — that there
‘mustn’t be a bit of partisan opposi-
‘tion to his preparedness thesis.
There was no such Republican re-
sponse, however, to the contention

| Charles P.
Stewart

. that partisanship should be forgot-

ten as to the next White House
tenancy.
The proposal was put forward by
a columnist or two, of considerable
popularity i
It was to the purport that the
emergency calls for “F. D."s"” pres-

| fdential indorsement at the com-:

ing G. O P convention, but with'
Ithe nomination of a Republican for.
the vice presidency Authors of this!
plan were of the opinion that the
ensuing Democratic  convention
could be counted on to re-nam
Roosevelt for first place on its tick-
et and to acquiesce in the Republi
cans' vice presidential selection.
Then, “F. D.” and his Republica

| [partner having been unanimousl

elected, the reasoning was that th
Republicans undoubtedly would

given a fair proportion of repre-
isentation in the cabinet, and we'd
have a coalition government.

Coalition Clammily Recelved

Whether or not thls program
might suit the Democrats there's
no knowing, but there are no no-
t:ceable indications that it appeals
lappreciably to the Republicans.
| » Contrariwise their high com-
{:umll is trying to figure out how
‘heir  campaign  spokesimen © can
I econcile their party’s aciquicsdetice

‘he Rooseveltlan preparedq"‘u
policy with opposition to him for
re-election.

They begin to believe that
they've hit on an argument.

EBoth sides' slogans are sure to;
be, “Let’s keep out of war!" They'll
concur that, if we do keep out, it
will be because we've made ours;
selves too formidable to be tackled.|
S0 a supplementary slogan will be,’
.'Let's make ourselves overwhelms|
ingly strong!” i

These slogans are all right, But,,
from the Republican ‘standpoint,
[the trouble is that the Democrats
will have the same palr. |
) “Let's prepare!” will be the
Democratic battleery. {

The Republicans’ will be, “We
say so, too!" _!

There isn't much inspiration tal
this latter yell. =

Why Are We so Weak? |

i Former Assistant War Secretary,
‘F. Trubee Davison, now chalrm.nn’
|

of the United Republican finance
committee, has evolved this propoe
sjition;

'For going on eight years we'vi
had a national New Deal adminisd
.tration engaged in spending
Jions on hoon-doggling. Why wasn!
‘it spending all that money for
tional  defens=? Tt would haw
wiped out unemployment and toda
we'ddl be loaded for bear.”

The administration's contemplat:
ed answer is that times have
changed that we don't know what's
what. That is to say, seven year
ago the navy was the main thing;
aviation was a mere adjunct.

Now it looks as if it's the other
way.

“How.” asks the adminigtration,
“were we to know that the bal-
ance would be so changed?"

Well, apparently the Germans
foresaw it. The Allies didn't. That
was their funeral. But neither did
we. That's what the Republicans

j:nlpn.i to blame the administration
or.

t So there's no prospect of a coali-
mon.,

The Republican version is going
to be that the New Deal bungled
its job. .
| The story will be that "“F. D.'s"
‘0. k. at present—but frightfully
belated—and even now on the right
t:a ck only with Republican help.
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LESS

In 1989, United States farm land
planted to soil depleting crops was
about 253,000,000 less than
the average for the preceding ten
years, suys a Triple-A announces
ment.,

acres

GREATER

United States exports to Soviet
Russia in the first seven montha
of the war have lheen 81 percent
greater thun in the equivalent per-
iod in 1988-39, according to the
U. 5. Commerce Department.

DECLINE

Wholesale prices of most cuts
l:!' fresh pork declined from 12 to

== bereent during May, this drop

being attributed to greatly in-
ereased supplies,
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