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RTP companies push for Davis Drive widening
By Ron Page

As the population mounts and 
traffic increases in (he Triangle, 
Morrisville officials are taking 
stock of how the town will be af­
fected and what can be done about 
it

For instance, should the widening 
of Davis Drive be given fwiority 
among projects affecting trans­
portation in and about Morrisville? 
Develops of Research Triangle 
Park think so, but Morrisville Ccan- 
missioner Billy Sauls says that 
while the project has merit, there 
are more pressing needs.

A number of projects by the 
North Carolina Department of 
Transportation (DOT) affecting 
tranqx»tation in or about Morris­
ville are either on the drawing 
boards, ready to start, or already 
under way. The realignment of 
Morrisville-Carpenter Road who^e 
it ccmnects with N.C. 54 is current­
ly under way. Anoth^ that isn’t, 
however, is a proposal fron RTP to 
widen Davis Mve frcan N.C. 54 to 
Salem Church Road.

In a report last mcmth to town 
ccHtunissioners, Community Devel­
opment Director Mike Allway 
listed results of a study he made of 
majo' projeos affecting the town 
by DOT’S Transporimion Improve­
ment Program (TIP), which in­
cludes roadway widenings, railroad 
crossing warning devices and the 
extCTsion of dead-end roadways.

Each year, McHrisvUle, like other 
towns, submits a list of local 
piicuities for state evaluation, hope­
fully inclusion cm the TIP list.

Widening Davis Drive has been 
cited in letters frcun James O. 
Roberson of die Research Triangle 
Foundation of North Carolina, de- 
velopCTS of RTP, and Nancy A. 
Schwann, a manage with Cisco 
Systems, Inc.

Both letters recommended includ­
ing the widening of Davis Drive in 
the 1998-2004 TIP. Roberson said 
with the opening of five new 
facilities in the Wake County por­
tion of RTP, the traffic cm Davis 
has grown exponentially in recent 
years.

Roberson said he felt Davis Drive 
is "approaching capacity in the 
peak hours," adding that RTP 
employs 36,000 people and 
represents a capital investment of 
mcne than $2 billion.

"Adequate road infrastructure is 
anperative to the continued devel- 
c^ment of the Wake County por­
tion of RTP," he said. "Existing 
Wake County RTP companies such 
as Ericsson, Cisco, and Biogen 
have ambitious master plans for fu­
ture expansions, but these com­

panies need to feel confident that 
their employees will be able to get 
tt) work safely and efficiently.

"Given the long lead time which 
is inherent in planning for road 
construction, we believe it is vital 
to include Davis Drive in the 
Transportation Improvement Pro­
gram as soon as possible," be said.

Schwarm mentioned peak traffic 
problems on the road, citing the 
need for widening to acccxnmcxlate 
future development. But Com­
missioner Sauls said other projects 
are more beneficial to the town at 
this point in time. "Davis Drive is 
going to be built anyway. We don’t 
want to use our chips to get what 
we can attain. Davis Drive is going 
to take care of itself," he said.

Two of the TIP projects affecting 
Morrisville which were not in­
stituted by the town include N.C. 
147 (Exit 279) in Research Tri­
angle Park to Bradshaw Freeway at 
Wade Avenue (Exit 289), a streteh 
of roadway of about 9.4 miles 
which will be widened to eight 
lanes at a cost of $51 million. A 
date for constructicm has not yet 
been scheduled.

The second is the Northern Wake 
Expressway, a four-lane divided 
freeway which will run from N.C. 
55 west to U.S. 64 near Knightdale. 
It will be about 29 miles long, car­
rying a cost of $509 millitm. Cur­
rently under construction, it is ex­
pected to be finished by 2003.

Currently under way is the 
realignment of Morrisville- 
Carpenter Road crossing at Norfolk 
Southern Railway and N.C. 54 to 
meet Aviation P^kway. Automatic 
warning devices aiKl traffic lights, 
including left-turn lights, will be in­
stalled. N.C. 54 will be elevated as 
it approaches the new intersection. 
This $1.3 million project includes 
the closure of the Ashe Street 
crossing at N.C. 54. It is expected 
to be completed by the end of the 
year.

The othM: TIP projects under 
study inclutte:

* Extension of Cary Parkway 
ft-om High House Road to N.C. 54 
north of Evans Road. This multi­
lane facility will cover 2.1 miles 
and will cost ^proximately $12 
million. It is schooled for comple­
tion by 1999.

* Widening of Aviation Parkway 
for about 2.6 miles from N.C. 54 to 
1-40 at a cost of about $4.8 million 
with planning to start in 1999 and 
construction completed by 2003.

* A safety feature also scheduled 
for this year is the installation of 
automatic warning devices at rail­
road crossing at Barbee Road at a 
cost of $75,000.
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* Widening of Airport Boulevard 
to five lanes fcff about 1.9 miles 
from N.C. 54 to 1-40 at a cost of 
$3.4 million. Phase One construc­
tion to be completed by 1998, and 
Phase Two by 2003.

* Revise automatic warning 
devices on Morrisville Parkway at 
Norfolk Southern Railway Cross­
ing this year at a cost of $75,000.

* Extend McCrinunon Parkway 
from N.C. 54 to Airport Boulevard 
as a multi-lane curb and gutter fa­
cility. This is scheduled for a 
feasibUity study.

In connection with the latter pro­
ject, commissioners also added the 
planning, design and construction 
of McCrimmon Parkway from 
Evans Road at Aviation Parkway to 
Airport Boulevard. The two 
projects would opea McCrimmon 
Parkway from N.C. 54 through to 
ccamect with Evans Road.

Another project not addressed in 
the 1998-20()4 TIP, which cfMn- 
missiooers also reccanmraded, is 
the widening of Avi^on Parkway 
from N.C. 54 to 1-40 as a multi­
lane facility.
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Fine Arts and Custom Framing

1983 High House Road, Cary 
Cornerstone Shopping Center

481^6788

Full Sendee
Art & Framing (Company

Corporate Art 
Consulting Services

Specializii^ in 
Fine Art & Sculptures

Originals &
Limited E^tions Available

Hours: Mon - Sat 10-7
After hours appointments available

WWW,dtyseirch.com/rdu/artconneclion
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LIVE Main Lobster • All You Can Eat Specials 
Prime Rib
(Thur., Fri, & Sat.)

Fried Seafood Menu • T.V.’s for Game Day
I SMOKING & NON-SMOKING 

DINNER • Tues. - Sun. 5:00 - 10:00 
Closed Monday

815 W. Chatham St.
Give Us A Call... 481-1877 Jk

HEY MOM. I JUST 
MADE A NEW FRIEND.

He’s created hy your kids, 
and responds to tKeir 
every command. He’s 
Robot Commander.
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child’s imagination

SCICNCC SnFRRI
1255 Kildaire Farm Rd. 

Cary, NC 27511
(919)460-6051
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Save $2^'yd on 

Solarian* floors*.
Come in during the Fall Fashion Festival and take advantage of 

the great deals we have on your favorite Solarian styles. Choose 

from a huge selection of timeless designs and wonderful 

patterns. Not to mention the unbeatable performance you’ve 

come to expect from Solarian.

SOLARIAN-
BY ARMSTRONG'

THE HOME CENTER, INC.
5900 Fayetteville Rd. • Raleigh, NC 27603 

Located 2 1/2 miles south of Mhl-IYIart on US 401 
Open Mon. • Fri. 8am-5pm • Thurs. 8am.7:30pm 

Closed Sat. & Sun.
779-2405

•Qualifying products are Solaitan* Visions*. Starstep* and TraiBions shost floors. Ofter valid at parUcipaBng re rs SeptomOer l-OctoberSt, 1996. Floor design copyrighted by Armstrong.

Chocolate SmileS
Hand-Made Premium Chocolate 

Custom-Made Fruit & Candy Baskets

‘Ifie Sweetest gift of aCi!
Gift ideas under $J0...W^ oflfer delicious chocolate gift boxes and baskets, 

corporate gift baskets, specialty molds...and more! WE SHIP UPS!

469-5282
115 W. Chatham St. * Ashworth Village * Cary ^

ffCozver fBasl^t
at Treston Comers

Is creating beautiful 
Thanksgiving

centerpieces, holiday wreaths 
and swags, gifts, vases and 

much more...

954 High House Rd. 
Cary,NC 27513

460-4625
WORLD WIDE DELIVERY

ALL WAKE COUNTY VOTERS

ANN MARIE CALABRIA WILL;
^ Recommend the mediation process for all 
® domestic cases.

^ Make the resolution of disputes a family 
™ responsibility through the mediation process. 

^ Lower costs to all Wake County citizens 
® through the mediation process.

^ Reduce domestic court dockets to allow 
™ faster disposition of criminal cases.

^ Protect citizens from repeat and violent 
™ offenders through tougher sentencing.

VOTE NOVEMBER 5, 1996 FOR ANN MARIE 
CALABRIA FOR DISTRICT COURT JUDGE

A Sale For People Who 
Want More Out Of A 

Sale Than A Low Price.
You’ll discover breathtaking 
room settings and helpful 
sales people too. So, you can 
get the full treatment without 
emptying your bank account.

•MORE SELECTION!
From floor to ceiling, quality and style are 
all you see. A stunning store full of fresh 
fabrics, finishes and shapes.
• MORE QUALITY MAKERS!
They’re all here, BroyhIII, Bassett, Action 
Lane, Temple, Natuzzi Leather and more. 
Famous makes all in one place at one time.
• MORE SERVICE!
Free delivery with $300 purchase or more. 
Whether it’s a lamp or a whole living room, 
you’ll find our sales staff invaluable.
• MORE REASONS TO BUY HERE! 
We’re committed to giving you the most 
service, selection, savings and style. It's a 
dedication we’re proud of. In a world of 
instant everything, isn’t it nice to know 
there’s a place where you can take your 
time and feel comfortable?

More Furniture.

More Accessories,

NO
INTEREST 
FOR ONE
FULL YEAR!

InjSliHk Oniv.
WitH Approved CiTclil Only.

ONE WEEK ONLY!

Garner Wayside Furniture
“The People’s Choice”

’ 1460 HWY. 70 • GARNER, NC • 772-2433 

I Open Mon.-Tues. 9-6, Wed., Thur. & Fri. 9-7:30, Sal. 9-5:301


