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Decadent Dogs caters to 4-legged variety
By Tammy Hayes

"Would you like mustard on 
that?" is one question Tonya 
Wright, owner of Decadent Dogs, 
will never ask a custcaner.

Occasionally, most often on Fri­
days around dinner time, people 
call Decadent E>ogs to order hot 
dogs and french fries to take ouL 
Wright sends the hungry callers 
away, because the only dogs served 
at her business have four feet and a 
tail.

Wright is a professional dog 
grooner. Her business. Decadent 
Dogs, offers grooming, baths, and 
flea dips to all breeds, and is lo­
cated in the Cornerstone Village 
shopping center.

Wright opened Decadent Dogs

last October, after working as a 
dental assistant for five and a half 
years with Dr. David Willens.

How does an English major be- 
cmne a dog groomer?

"I really wanted to do something 
with dogs," Wright said, adding 
that her lifetime dream was to own 
her own business.

Wright chose not to become a 
veterinarian because she did not 
want to deal with sick and injured 
animals. Instead, she wanted a job 
that involved more enjoyment, on 
behalf of both the dogs and herself.

Wright attended the New York 
School of Dog Grooming in Man­
hattan and obtained a certificate of 
ccanpledon after 65 hours of in­

tense training.
At the school, thwe was one in­

structor for every four students, and 
when they were grooming dogs, 
they received one-on-one attention.

Wright’s Shih Tzu, Chassey, 
serves as "watchdog" at Decadent 
Dogs. When Chassey isn’t getting a 
bath or being brushed herself, she’s 
usually guarding the store from her 
post on the love seat in the recep­
tion area.

"She’s ninety-five percent of the 
reason I took up dog grooming," 
Wright said, patting her nine-year- 
old pet.

Customers at Decadent Dogs 
usually drop their dogs off in the 
morning and pick them up in the 
afternoon. The dogs are not al­
lowed to interao, and aU dogs must 
be up-to-date on their vaccinaticms 
to be accq)ted at Uie store.

Wright can hold up to 20 dogs at

a time.
Decadent Dogs has one other 

full-time groomer, Tina Baker. 
Wright’s mother, JoeAnne P^e, 
works part-time, bathing and 
drying the dogs.

Wright and Bako- groom an aver­
age of seven dogs each per day.

"I like the way they feel and look 
when they’re done," Wright said. 
"They’re beautiful and clean, and I 
think even they like the way they 
look."

Wright said the best part of her 
job is grocaning the dogs and get­
ting to know the customers. She 
also enjoys having Chassey with 
her during the day.

"I’m doing something I love," she 
said.

Wright has two stepchildren, 
Jamie, age 16, and Jonathan, age 
11. Her husband Jim works with 
SCM Metal Products in Research 
Triangle Park.

Floral Accents Gene Jackson
Christmas Open House
Saturday • November 2 • 10:00-4:00 

Sunday • November 3*1:00-5:00 
Christmas trees, wreaths, tabletops
(New Location - inside Sorreli Paint & Waiipaper)

220 W. CHATHAM • CARY • (919)460-9663 ■=!

Enjoy wildlife 
at your window

GOING TO THE DOGS—Decadent Dogs owner Tonya Wright 
combs her Shih Tzu, Chassey. Wright says people have actually 
called her business to place orders for hot dogs and french fries.

Feeders • Nest Boxes
Birdbaths • Gifts
Seed • Free Birdwalks

WUd Bird Center
4248 NW Cary Parkway

462-3577
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Visit us at Preston Corners

Homeland
Friday, 

November 1 
7:00 P.M. 

Green Level 
Baptist Church 

Apex, NC

N
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Barbecue Pork & Barbecue Chicken 
Served 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

$5.00 per plate___________
For more information, call Felton Yeargan at 919-362-6697

Please Recycle
The largest component of trash 

landfills is NEWSPAPERS - 
14% by volume.

Paid political advertitamant

The proven leader 
Wake 
County 
needs.

Recognized educator and child advocate 

20-year school and community volunteer 

Past president, Athens wd Combs PTA 
and Wake County PTA Council 
Governor's Award for Outstanding Volunteer

Director, Center for Urban Affoirs and 
Community Services, NCSU

YEVONNE
BRANNON
Awake county commissioner

Paid for by Vavonne Brannon for Commisslonor

We're your 
authorized

STIHL
chain saw dealerl

CARPENTER FARM SUPPLY CO.
Carpenter, NC

Carpenter - Morrisville Road • Morrisville, NC 27560

Phone: 919-467-1511
Established 1885

For All Your Fall Gardening Needs!

Thank you for reading our paper!

THE CARY 
GARDEN CENTER

Pansy Plants 
(30 Different Varieties) 
Flowering Cabbage 

Excellent Sales on Nursery Stock & Trees
930 W. Chatham St., Cary, NC

467-4354
Hrs: M'F 8-5:30 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 1-5

WHEN WAS THE 
LAST TIME 

SOMEONE HANDED 
YOU MONEY FOR 
SOMETHING YOU 

WOULD HAVE 
BOUGHT ANYWAY?

Look, you' 11 be buying a Trane heat pump sooner or later. 
Make it sooner and come out ahead. Way ahead. Buy a 
qualifying Trane heat pump before Octo^r 31 and get a 
rebate of up to $330 right on the spot. You'll also get a 
total, perfectly balanced system _ 

that's been designed for greater savings and TBJUUB'
comfort year-round. So head to your tKfeimm
participating Trane dealer and then head home 
to a great new heat pump. And $350.

REBATEAVAILABLESEPT. 1.1996-OCT.31,1996

Alien Kelly & Co., Inc.
1133 Redferd Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27603 

Indeer Air Qnolity Specialists 
(919)779-4197
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