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‘Never Home 4’ takes harmony to local schools
Continued from page 1
house after hours and on weekends. 
A friend said I was exhausting 
myself and that I needed a change, a 
quieting time. He took me to a bar­
bershop quartet and chorus meeting 
and that’s when I heard those unique 
overtones. Barbershop harmony is 
literally 'hear singing,’ shading 
tones up and down from the real 
pitch.

“I was hooked after one meeting,” 
he said.

He said the group tempers its 
songs for the high school crowd and 
one of the favorites is “Under the 
Boardwalk.” “We’ve had a good 
response and a lot of interest- Some 
15 high schools entered a recent 
competition,” he says.

Barbershop chorus singing has 
been a blessed event in their lives, 
Smith feels. “It would be a terrific

loss not to sing and be together with 
so many fine people. There’s so 
much camaraderie, we visit togeth­
er, go to dinner together with our 
wives, and generally enjoy a lot of 
family involvement. The program 
has a lot of father-and-son combina­
tions. Besides, it's something you do 
anywhere—sing—in restaurants, 
elevators, street cocorners, men’s 
rooms.

“As for our quartet, we have an 
excellent blend, voices that are light 
and dark,”’ Smith notes. “But we 
still continue to learn from the 
experts.”

He used as an example the barber­
shop quartet singing school the 
group attended at Clemson last 
month to learn more about the pro­
fession. There they were coached by 
four or five knowledgeable figures 
in the field. They also rehearse 
weekly at St. Michael’s Church in

Raleigh.
The group performs to a wide 

range of audiences, from senior citi­
zens to XYZ clubs. Golden Agers, 
even to line dancers. A week or so 
ago they sang at the Home Builders 
Show at the Senior Center in 
Raleigh for all of the Realtors in 
Wake County. They came out 12th 
of 25 in an international seniors con­
test in California, and'will enter an 
international competition for barber­
shop societies Jan, 24 in Tampa, Fla. 
Another event will be the Harmony 
Brigade for quartet singers in the 
Pinehurst area in January, and on 
Oct. II, they’ll be at a quartet show 
with chorus members at a program 
sponsored by the Lions Club in 
Gibsonville.

As winners of the Silver Arts 
Division in the recent Wake County 
Senior Games, Dick, Bob, Bill, and 
Archie will head for Athens Drive

High School in Raleigh Oct.3'when 
the Senior Games for North 
Carolina take place. They’ll com­
pete against other quartets, and the 
following evening will take part in 
both the chorus and quartet contests 
for the Dixie District in Greenville.

“The Dixie District covers North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Northern 
Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky, and 
Alabama,” Smith said. “We’re real­
ly looking forward to (hose two 
days. They’ll really be hectic.”

After performing at a recent senior 
citizens event, a few of the elderly 
ladies came up to them after the pro­
gram to say how much they enjoyed 
their singing.

“Are you,all married?” one of 
them asked. Smith says they 
answered: “No, we just sing 
together.”

Board okays bid for sewer line extension to Shiloh

CANE HEADQUARTERS—Chris Brown, media director of the 
Carolina Hurricanes, and Regina Bennett, receptionist, are among 
the staff who are settled in at the Hurricanes’ headquarters in 
Morrisville. The offices opened June 1.

Canes setting up shop
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player on the Hurricanes’ team.

Finding charities to support will 
not be difficult. The other aspect of 
Brown’s job, promoting the team, 
has been easier since the move to 
North Carolina.

“The media have gone out of their 
way to give us attention and air 
time,” he said.

“People are really eager. Even 
those who don’t know that much 
about the sport are really interested 
in it,” he said.

He said he was told that the pro 
hockey team might pose a threat to 
ACC basketball.

“I don’t think that’s possible,” he 
said. “We are a total alternative. 
And we can provide a common 
ground, for people to root for their 
team with their neighbor.”

Brown works in the public rela­
tions department with five other 
people. In another area of the 
20,000-square-foot office, seven 
people operate the marketing 
department. Their major job is to 
approach corporations for sponsor­
ship deals.

Ten people are employed in the 
ticket offices, in another room, 
where they sell and process the tick­
ets, There are also two full-time 
people at the Greensboro Coliseum 
who arc part of this branch of the 
Hurricanes’ operations.

In an off-limits area of the build­
ing, the hockey operations are going 
on. Four people are making the big 
decisions about which players to 
sign, what trades to make, and other 
team-oriented decisions.

Other Hurricanes’ employees not 
centered in the Aerial Center head­
quarters are the training staff— 
coaches, trainers, and “equipment 
guys” who carry each player’s 
approximately 35-pound bag of 
equipment, from skate sharpeners to 
shoulder pads, and other equipment 
including stereo systems for the 
locker rooms.

Getting from game to game can be 
"like a circus almost,” Brown said. 
The team gets from place to place 
on a chartered airplane.

Most of the training staff came 
down with the team from Hartford, 
whereas only seven of the office 
staff were part of the Whalers. The 
rest of the office staff have been 
hired locally, and things are going 
well so far. Brown said.

So far, about 3,000 season tickets 
have been sold, compared with 
about 9,000 in Hartford last year (a 
banner year for ticket sales—the 
previous year, less than 5,000 were 
sold). He expects ticket sales here to 
pick up in the fall. "It’s hard to 
recruit people off the beaches to 
sign up,” he said..

He also realizes that it’s tough for 
a Raleigh resident to drive to 
Greensboro for a 7:30 game on a 
Tuesday night when he has to go to 
work the next morning.

NCSU intern 
joins town staff

Mike Koivistto, an intern from 
N.C. State University, working on 
his master’s of public affairs degree, 
began working with Morrisville 
during August.

Koivistto, who also had worked as 
an intern with the Town of Cary 
budget office, will help Hodgkins 
with several tasks on a part-time 
basis during the school year.

But “we have 19 weekend dates, 
out of 41 home games,” he said. 
Because of the situation with the 
Greensboro Coliseum, (and ACC 
basketball among other conflicts) 
most of the home games will be 
played early in the season.

The plus side is that the 
Greensboro residents “will see our 
product two years first hand. 
Hopefully they will get attached and 
not mind the drive,” after the arena 
is built in Raleigh.

An hour commute is no more than 
what people in many other cities 
must drive to take in professional 
ball games, he added.

Brown grew up in Massachusetts. 
While finishing up his major in 
English at Trinity College in 
Hartford, he worked as an intern for 
the Whalers. He then spent two 
years at the U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy doing a similar job before 
returning to the Whalers as media 
director for the 1995-96 season.

“I was excited to-come down,” 
Brown said of the move to North 
Carolina. “It was an opportunity for 
myself and my family.”

Hartford is the victim of a shrink­
ing economy, he said, as defense 
and insurance industries are failing.

He and his wife, Claire, have a 
two-year-old son.

The Whalers started in 1972 as a 
member of the World Hockey 
Association. They joined the 
National Hockey League in 1979, 
and are in their 19th year with the 
franchise.
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tower that was proposed, and 
reduces the size of the living area 
and office area.

Hodgkins will direct the architect 
to incorporate the scaled-down 
building into the existing site plan.

About five residents of 
Greensview Drive in Preston 
brought proposals for a new name, 
because the county has required the 
name to be changed for emergency 
reasons. A Greensview Drive in 
Cary is causing the confusion.

The residents will work with 
Town Planner Leisa Powell to sub­
mit a list to the county. The name 
will then come back before the 
town board at its next meeting for 
final approval.

The board approved a 28,000- 
square-foot flex building to be 
located on 3.99 acres along Airport 
Boulev^d across from Yellow 
Freight. The planning board had 
recommended that mature trees be 
saved instead of aligning the 
entrance drive with the drive across

the way. The board voted to line the 
drives up.

Sauls asked that the town engi­
neer design a plan to drain and pave 
the parking lot at the Luther Green 
Center. His motion was approved 
unanimously.

The board voted to spend $1,000 
for a memorial display for Earl 
Godwin inside the new police sta­
tion.

A monument may later be con­
structed outside the building at 
additional cost.

The board also voted to present a 
plaque of the medal of honor 
Godwin received this month and a 
picture of Godwin, with Gray, to 
his mother.

“The awards have been given 
rightfully so to his wife,” Sauls said 
in support of the motion by 
Commissioner Phyllis Newnam. 
“But nobody loves a son like mom 
does. She has been left out to a cer­
tain degree. This is appropriate,” he 
said.

Classic draws record crowd
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very lovely and professional golfer,” 
she said.

The day was not without a few 
tense moments, such as when an 
errant golfball hit an eight-year-old 
boy behind the ear. He was taken to 
a local hospital and treated for a 
concussion but was not seriously 
hurt.

There were humorous moments, 
too, like the time Joshua Morrow 
announced his wayward shot with a 
squeaky little “Fore!” and raised his 
shirt to hide his face, or when 
Kathleen Sullivan stooped over her 
ball and yelled, “Go INI Go INI”

There were also some endearing

moments, like when Dr. Mitch 
Hardison, volunteer of medical ser­
vices, and Matthew Welsh, a young­
ster, thumb wrestled.

Five-year-old Tiara Foster was 
overhead boasting about her 
encounter with Charles Barkley, “I 
got the closest.” And Michael 
Mason, Garner toddler, busily 
played golf with his Tyco club.

There were proud moments like 
when Rich Styles of the Adstreet 
Agency posed with Susan Anton, 
and victorious moments, like when 
Rich Styles and the rest of the John 
Calapari team learned they garnered 
the third-highest score.

Revival set at Morrisville Baptist
A tent revival will be held on the 

grounds of Morrisville First Baptist 
Church Sept. 3-7.

The Rev. Jeff Smith of Concord 
will be the guest speaker, and spe­
cial events are planned each night.

Thursday evening will be dedicat­
ed to the town employees, and they 
have been invited to come out, said 
the Rev. Myron Yandle, pastor of 
the church.

Friday night will be family night.

and a special baby dedication ser­
vice will be held.

Saturday night will be youth night; 
and Sunday’s service will be held in 
the church, so that baptisms may be 
performed.

All services will be held at 7 p.m.
The church’s choir will perform 

special music during the services.

See me for a State Farm

-Family
Insurance
Clied^

It’s a no-cost review of your 
insurance coverage and needs.

Chuck Tickle, Agent
966 High House Rd.

Cary.NC 27513 
Off: (919)319-0082 
Res: (919)319-3203

Like a good neighbor. State Farm is there.® ;

State Farm Insurance Companies 
Home Offices; Bloomington, Illinois

Please Recycle
The largest component of trashrnponent of trash 
in landfills is NEWSPAPERS - 

14% by volume.

SOUTHERN STUMP “EXPRESS”
• TVee & Stump Removal
• Topping - Shaping - Shearing
• Brush Removal (Hourly Rates)
• Same Day Service

Residential & Commercial Tree Semce
Fully Insured

(919) 552-1156
Pager (919) 839-2546»862S Mt. Pleasant Ch. Rd. Willow Spring, N.C.

Homeowners,
Put Your Home to Work for You!

Turf Car Services, Ihc.
Authorized E-Z-Go Goll Carl Dealer 

ior Sales, Ports, and Services
Good inventory of used Golf Carts available 

$700“ to $2200“

Pick up & Delivery Service
1205 W, Academy St.

NC 42 West ”4 
F uquay-Varina 5 5 7 ~ 14 0 8

Fast Cash
Bill Consolidations
1st or 2nd Mortgages
Double & Single Wides with Land
Refinances or Purchases

In-Home Appointments 
Quick Approvals 
Programs for Self Employed 
Credit History Not Important 
Bankruptcy/Foreclosure

CALL
919-844-3800 

Toll Free 1-800-496-3676
ESTATE
^ MORTGAGE

1st State Mortgage Corporation
154 Mine Lake Court 

Suite 100 
Raleigh, NC 27615

Paintless Dent Removal
• Tree Nut Damage
• Parking Lot Dents 

Rail damage era.^ftH
from Roofs. Hoods,
and Doors Without
Paintworki —

IfW". PDA
flfooDJMUrWkr S 1 a

John Tracy’s
PDR

6200 C. Daimler Way, Raleigh

919-859-5225
The AREA S only locally owned and 

operated P.D.R. Business.”

Intermediate & 
Advanced Classes 
Competitive Team

Register Now
for Fall Classes'.

Gymnastics For Children 18 Months to 18 Years.

GYMCAROLINA


