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Golf pro could 
tour with best; 
chooses home
By Mary Beth Phillips

Working at Prestonwood Country 
Club is the ideal job for a PGA 
champion with a bad back, and 
watching his daughters grow up is 
the main reason Vance Heafner 
stays away from most professional 
golf tournaments now.

“My daughters tell me how many 
tournaments I will play in each 
year,” Heafner joked, as he reflected 
on his life over a cup of coffee in a 
Prestonwood dining room.

Because he came in first in the 
Disney Classic in 1982, he is invited 
to play any PGA tournaments he 
chooses, but those games are fewer 
and farther between as his time 
becomes taken up with his daugh­
ters’ dance and gymnastics competi­
tions.

“Maybe it’s because my parents 
died so young,” he said of his 
absorption in his two daughters,
Elizabeth, 12, and Allison, 9.

His father was also a professional 
golfer, but died when Heafner was 
only six. His mother died a year 
later; an aunt in Cary raised him.

Though there is a long legacy in 
the family, neither daughter has 
shown any interest in golf, Heafner 
said. “They may come out two or 
three times in a summer and hit golf 
balls,” he said.

Until last year, the Heafners held 
the title of the only father and son 
champions in the PGA. Last year,
Guy Boros won a tournament, and 
his father, Julius, had also been a 
PGA champ. Heafner only holds the 
one championship title, but came in 
second many times in his 9-1/2 year 
career on the PGA tour.

Heafner says maybe when his 
daughters become teenagers and 
“won’t have anything to do with me 
anyway,” he might join the senior 
tour.

“A part of me wants to go back, 
and a part of me doesn’t care any­
thing about it,” he said.

“I miss the competition. I don’t 
miss the travel at all.”

In his last years on the tour, he 
would have severe back pains off 
and on. They would put him flat on 
his back for a month at a time, and 
then he would be fine again.

In 1988, during one of those 
episodes, he took the job at 
Prestonwood. “It was tough not to

VANCE HEAFNER
go back when my back felt better,” 
he said, adding that he has no regrets 
now.

The disease progressed from a 
herneated disk to a degenerative 
disk disease. Rather than having 
surgery, he waited for the disks to 
fuse naturally, which eventually 
happened.

When the fusion was complete, he 
no longer got periodic sharp pains, 
but keeps a dull pain all the time. He 
said he is well enough that he could 
compete again, but admitted, “my 
back gets tired when I play a lot.”

He loves the job at Prestonwood, 
which has changed a lot in the 10 
years the country club has existed. 
Heafner started before the country 
club opened. The first year, there 
were 75 members. Now there are 
1,065 families.

“It’s hard to get to know anyone 
any more,” be said.

The staff, however, is one big fam­
ily, especially those who have been 
at Prestonwood from the beginning.

Heafner manages seven people, 
including two head pros and several 
other golf pros. He only teaches if 
someone has a little extra ability.

“I don’t like to charge people," he

said. “A lot of people took a lot of 
time with me coming up. Besides, I 
can teach all 1 know to someone in 
10 minutes,” Heafner joked. “I hate 
to take their money for an hour.”

Heafner has a business degree 
from N.C. State University, but said 
in his four years there, “all I did was 
play golf.” One plus from his years 
at State was meeting his wife, Paige, 
who lived in Raleigh.

She went along with him on the 
tour in the early years until the chil­
dren came along.

At the time he took the job at 
Prestonwood, he had a two-and-a- 
half-year-old daughter and one on 
the way.

“I saw a lot of my friends on the 
tour who had kids; they were mak­
ing a big sacrifice,” Heafner said.

Off the golf course, his hobbies 
include fishing and doing things 
with his family.

“I guess I’m pretty absorbed'with 
them,” he said.

But there’s still that glimmer of 
possibility that he could go back.

“It was like a fantasy world,” he 
said. “I met all the presidents, all the 
most famous people in the world. I 
traveled to Australia and New 
Zealand and all over Europe and 
Japan. It’s fun to look back on.”

Public hearing on RMZ density to be held Feb. 9
By Mary Beth Phillips

A public hearing on reducing the 
density in residential management 
zoning to four units per acre will be 
held Feb. 9.

C.T. Moore made the motion to set 
the hearing at the board meeting Jan. 
12. Anything over four units per 
acre would be considered as a spe­
cial use only under the proposal. 
The motion was approved unani­
mously.

The proposed code change comes 
in response to a flood of multi-fam­
ily development approved in 
Morrisville recently. More than 800 
apartment and condominium units 
were approved at one meeting in 
early November alone. Several oth­
ers had been approved prior to that 
meeting. Land is now being cleared 
for some of those apartment com­
munities.

“It gives us a little bit better con­
trol on what does come in," Moore 
said. “It just makes our job easier, to 
have some set rules and we can be 
fair to everybody.”

Public comments requesting more 
single-family homes are one reason 
for the action, but the main reason is 
the shortage of water for the town, at 
least on paper. Cary’s new slow- 
growth board has talked about 
scrapping plans to expand its water 
plant, which would have also pro­
vided Morrisville with additional 
water. Morrisville Town manager 
David Hodgkins is negotiating with 
Durham for more water.
Durham officials are working on an 
agreement for Morrisville to react 
to, Hodgkins said. It should be ready 
by mid-February.

The town is still processing site 
plans and subdivision plans, but 
everything is now approved contin­

gent on the availability of water and 
sewer.

As people come for building per­
mits, the town looks carefully at 
their potential water use. So far, no 
one has been told no, Hodgkins said. 
Projects already approved by the 
Morrisville board are expected to 
triple the population of the 2,500- 
resident town within the next two 
years.

Durham has told Morrisville it is 
first in line for the water. Other 
municipalities have also come for­
ward to buy water from Durham. 
Morrisville currently buys one mil­
lion gallons per day of water from 
Cary under a 20-year contract 
signed in September of 1995.

Morrisville plans to continue using 
that water, at least through the end 
of the contract, and as long as Cary

is willing to sell it. The Durham 
water would be an additional source. 
Morrisville could easily tap into the 
Durham system because its lines 
come within about 100 feet of 
Durham lines along N.C. 54, 
Hodgkins said.

Water could also be routed through 
Cary’s system, because Cary 
already is connected to Durham’s 
system. A wheeling charge or some 
kind of transportation fee would 
have to be paid to Cary for the use of 
the lines, he said.

A line would have to be construct­
ed to connect the Durham system. 
There is also a line that is fairly 
close to the Durham system that 
runs along Sister Road, he said. 
Either way, it would be a nominal 
investment to obtain such a large 
water allocation, he said.

Board nips 
committees; taps 
Silver-Smith as 
Mayor Pro Tern
Mark Silver-Smith is Morrisville’s 

Mayor Pro Tern.
Leavy Barbee, who had cam­

paigned for the position at the De­
cember meeting, decided to nomi­
nate C.T. Moore instead. Moore 
has the second longest length of 
service to the town.

But new board members Jan 
Faulkner and Bill Case voted no 
along with Mark Silver-Smith, who 
has been on the board two years.

Mrs. Faulkner then nominated 
Silver-Smith and he was elected 3- 
2 with Barbee and Moore dissent­
ing.

Then the new board voted to do 
away with internal committees, 
saying issues could be looked at by 
the entire board.

Silver-Smith had inserted a sug­
gested lineup for the positions into 
the agenda packet. He had sug­
gested that Faulkner should head 
up the personnel committee with 
Case serving along with her; Sil­
ver-Smith should head up the fi­
nance committee with Faulkner as 
the other committee member; Case 
should be chairman of the public 
safety committee with Silver-Smith 
as the other member; Moore should 
head up community development 
with Barbee as the other member, 
and Barbee should head up public 
works with Moore serving on the 
committee.

Moore made the motion to tempo­
rarily do away with the committees, 
which was approved unanimously.

The following commissioners 
filled county and statewide com­
mittees:

Triangle J Council of Govern­
ments—Faulkner, with Silver- 
Smith as alternate.

Capital Area Transportation Ad­
visory Committee—Mayor Gordon 
Cromwell with Silver-Smith as 
alternate.

Wake County Intergovernmental 
Liaison Committee—Silver-Smith 
with Town Manager David Hodg­
kins as alternate.

Wake County Water and Sewer 
Task Force Committee—Barbee.

RDU Noise Abatement Commit­
tee—rMoore with former commis­
sioner Billy Sauls serving as the 
county appointee.

Wake County Public Safety 
Committee—Case.

These positions were changed 
from the recommendations in the 
packet from Silver-Smith. He had 
placed himself on two committees 
and not made an appointment for 
Barbee.

PROFESSIONAL
and Affordable

COUNSELING SERVICES
(thanks, in part, to 

United Way support)

Town hires Cary native as planner

CERTIFIED
Personal Fitness Trainer

Your Home or Mine 
^ p/ease call for your 

free consultation.

American College 
of Sports Medicine

362-4465 Marilyn Bast Dunlap 
CARY

Got News?
You can fax us your news 
briefs at 362-1369 or mail 
them to P.O. Box 1539, 

Apex, N.C. 27502

► Individuals, couples, 
family therapy

• Child, adolescent therapy
• Day/Evening Appts.
• Convenient locations
• Sliding scale fees
• NC Certified Therapists
• Insurance filed
• Medicaid accepted

Raleigh
821-0790

Kildaire Cat 'N Canary
Cary’s only pet sittins service 
exclusively for cats & birds.

481 -6937
Basic service includes; pet feeding; c 
litter or cage maintenance; play and I' 
time; plant watering in home and on 
decks; mail, newspaper, shopper, 
flier pickup; mail fowarding; 
security checks; setting alarm system; 
restocking bird feeders; putting 
out garbage.
Licensed and insured.
15 years experience.

The best part of 
the job as Morris­
ville town planner 
so far is the drive 
in the morning, 
said Mary Willis, 
only half joking, 
after being on the 
job about a week. WILLIS 

Ms. Willis, who lives in Cary, had 
been supervisor of current planning 
for Orange County, and made the 
drive to Hillsborough along 1-40 
each morning.

“Even when there’s a lot of traffic 
on 54, it’s better than 1-40,” Ms. 
Willis said from her new office in 
Morrisville Town Hall on Jan. 20. 
She is replacing Leisa Powell, who 
started the town’s planning depart­
ment from scratch a few years ago, 
and left in October to spend more 
time with her young daughter.

Ms. Willis had been on the job a 
week, and was still familiarizing 
herself with the review and ap­
proval procedures for Morrisville.

“Every jurisdiction is different,” 
she said, “especially in terms of the 
review and approval procedures, 
the specific regulations.”

She didn’t have any comments 
yet about Morrisville’s future di­
rection. She was too busy getting 
ready for her first planning board 
meeting.

The drive is not the only plus to 
the new job.

“I can tell the people here will be 
nice to work with,” she said. People 
from the development community 
had stopped by to meet her, and the 
staff has been welcoming.

“I grew up in this area, so it is a 
little more special specifically to be 
here,” she said, adding that she 
grew up living along N.C. 54 be­
tween Cary and Morrisville and 
identified with both towns.

Ms. Willis is a 1974 graduate of 
Cary High School. She earned her 
Bachelor of Science degree in ge­
ology at Western Carolina Univer­
sity and a Master of Science degree 
in agricultural economics in 1983 
from the University of Arizona, 
where she also has taken graduate 
classes in the school of urban and 
regional planning.

She worked for Robinson, Soren­
sen and Associates in Raleigh be­
fore taking the job with Orange 
County. Prior to that, she worked 
for the San Diego County Planning 
Department in San Diego, Calif.

In her spare time, Ms. Willis likes 
to putter around her house and do 
yard work. She also does stained 
glass as a hobby and likes to read 
murder mysteries. Her New Year’s 
resolution is to use the town’s exer­
cise equipment, which is available 
to town employees free of charge. 
She said in her spare time she also 
likes to go out with friends.

SOUTHERN STUMP “EXPRESS”
• Tree & Stump Removal
• Topping - Shaping - Shearing
• Brush Remov^ (Hourly Rates)
• Same Day Service

Residential & Commercial Tree Ser^ce
Fully Insured

« (919)552-1156
■■iMj Pager (919) 839-2546 «8625 Mt. Pleasant Ch. Rd. Willow Spring, N.C.

The Toy Junction
YO-YO SHOOT OUT CONTEST
Saturday, February 7th at 12 noon

Pre-Registration starts Saturday, January 31st. 
2 Divisions: I. Beginner/Intermediate • 2. Advanced 

First, Second & Third Prizes in each Division!
Each Contestant will receive a pack ofYo-Yo Strings die day of die contest
104 N. Salem St • Apex • 387-9550 • Open Tues.-Sat.

462-6180

Serving the Triangle since the 1960s

952 High House Road 
Preston Corners 
Shopping Center 

(Near Hannaford Supermarket)

See me for a State Farm

insurance
It’s a no-cost review of your 

insurance coverage and needs.

Chuck Tickle, Agent
966 High House Rd.

Cary.NC 27513 
Off: (919)319-0082 
Res: (919)319-3203

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

State Farm Insurance Companies 
Home Offices; Bloomington, Illinois

(919)319-3324 Phone 
(919)319-3397 Fax HI

Hours:
Monday-Friday < 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Saturday *10 a.m.'5 p.m.
Sunday• Closed

Vatk M' Pwt ol 9»ic.
Local Accounts. Global Service.

We Accept All 
Major Credit 

Cards & Checks. I

We Offer The Following Postal Services:
Express Mail, Priority Mail, Certified Mail, 

Insured Mail, & Stamps, UPS, Fed Ex, 
Airborne, Mail Box Rentals, Fax & Copy Service

Till- Mimtii Ol' Wi- Will He OlTeriiiK
Till' SaiiiL- IVicf.s .\s Till' Post OlTicc!


