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(Clockwise from above) Figure skater Todd Eldredge checks out a teammate’s shot. Actor Patrick Duffy 
points the way. US Women’s National Team soccer player Mia Hamm watches her ball at the Fairways’ 
15th hole. ESPN anchor Stuart Scott reacts to a shanked shot at the par three 15th. Georgia Tech bas
ketball coach Bobby Crimmons signs an autograph. Entertainer Susan Anton phones in her game at the 
Highlands’ 5th tee.

Jordan, celebrities bring out 
huge crowds for Jimmy V
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the celebrities. Several of his friends 
from Fairfax, Virginia, were party
ing with the Deerings in their back 
yard.

“This is a wonderful viewing 
spot,” said next-door-neighbor
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Steve Crutchfield. “It’s under a 
shade tree.”

And Kim Deering, an 11th grader, 
was waiting anxiously for Scott 
Wolf to come by.

Across the green, Bonnie Brown 
was relaxing in a chaise lounge. “I 
trekked all the way to see Michael 
Jordan. I’m relaxing now,” she said.

Her favorite stars were John 
O’Hurley, who played J. Peterman 
on Seinfeld, and author Tom Clancy.

“He (O’Hurley) was in the middle 
of the course waving to us and ask
ing if we wanted to take his picture,” 
she said.

Ealing a picnic on a blanket with 
her family in the central location 
where the number one tee of the 
Highlands course meets the 18th
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green of the Meadows course, 
Arlene Flcek said her day was made 
after she followed figure skater 
Todd Eldredge for a few holes.

“He was very good,” she said. “He 
was real low key.”

George Apelian also followed 
Eldredge, “because of my wife.” He 
was relaxing in his yard after ven
turing out onto the course into the 90 
degree heat.

The heat played a factor in several 
golfer’s games. At the 18th hole, 
Jordan sat down under a tent to 
catch his breath before teeing off.

“Did you forget how hot it was 
here?” one of his fans shouted, and 
Jordan shook his head and gave a 
big smile, amid shouts of “We love 
you, Michael!”

There were some disappointments, 
too.

Lynn Egger of Cary had been prac
ticing singing “Two out of Three 
Ain’t Bad,” for her meeting with 
Meat Loaf, but he was a no-show.

‘T’ve had that “Bat Out of Hell’ 
album since 1975.” she said, trying 
to work the song into an appropriate 
lyric. "There ain’t ffd Way he's ever 
gonna show," she sang.

And Jordan Flake was among 
those disappointed, reluming home 
without the coveted Michael Jordan 
autograph, despite his preparations.

There were a total of 105 celebri
ties, and partly due to the popularity 
of Jordan, 
about

one of the organizers for the event, 
said there are always last minute 
conflicts, but those were kept to a 
minimum this year. “He really want
ed to come.” Wilson said of Meat 
Loaf. “He really regretted that he 
couldn’t be here,"

Jack Ford ended up having to 
anchor the Today show on Sunday, 
something he did not anticipate 
when he committed, Wilson said. 
“Things like that just come up. and 
we understand that when some
body’s making a commitment in 
February, March or April.”

The program was inaccurate, but 
still usable, as no-shows were 
replaced and foursomes were 
reworked. Most celebrities finished 
the course in about five hours, even 
allowing for autograph and photo 
sessions after every hole.

“Everything went off with no 
problems,” Wilson added. “We were 
able to get everybody from Carter- 
Finley'there and back without any 
problem. And there was a concern 
we would not have enough water for 
spectators. That went great. And 
the crowd itself was super."

Wilson estimated 38,000 specta
tors attended the Classic, up from 
28,000 last year.
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