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Jof his presence on so joyous an ecca-

{oountriea assumes different

fab eontaining & tree or shyab was co-
cssiobally substituted for the wreath,
but se the tub was hard to gt up snd
;:lytohlldows.itmmh much

.m. -

In the quied country districts of
France, Germany and Italy there are
still quoens of the May, young gi!h

ST
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etude,” and now there is a

y pole to be found in all England.
custom of remembering the day,

however, still survives, and little gir

omgllng with
with flowers,
termed the *“Lady of the May,™ still
go about the towns on this day, pre-
sonting their doll to- the passers-by as
s modest hict for halfpenoce.
It is a strange circumstance thai the
imney s and hootblacks of
London should be the only people in
that great me lis who now do
bonor to the May Day. When Pepys
was . keeping his journal the whele
court used fo go ems ab sunrise to
her flowers and wash their faces in
w for good Iuck and looks, bus the
custom gradually fell in ¢aste until
floally it remsins only among the
drvegs ol society. Every May Day,
however, it is religiously cbeerved by
the street boys, who, with green
branches or leaves in their hands, pa-
rade to the musio of s fife and dram,
sttended by two or three figures fan-
tagtically attired and a *‘jack-in-the-
x,” whboo is indispensable to the eo-
ossion. Who the jack originally »ep-
resentod, or what was the significance

gE

&

sion, oan nos now be ascertained, but
ke is slways on hand, and in differdnt
From street to street goes tho little
iom of and dirty folk,
balting here and there o dance and
urer abows, while one of the sumber
& tly pesses the hat bo collect
peunies as the speotators feel like

confributing, but, poor and as
it may be, it ia one of the lurm of
the grand parades in honor of Flors,
of vhzeh'h b:nmt. snd kings were
proud s

< Tn France thgt.: ATe more romsins of

present day the dance of the milk-
maids marching in esslon with
Meonulminmsoi
at this season. Thtuudinnoa .
nated with dairy 8 nea-
Mmdﬂmmlyomn-
“t'egi:.%ybm but now it is
pattiot an women
s, $he  anly cequisive being
they shall wear & dairy maid’s

g

it was also in

e

the old-time customs, and even to the|

who are on this: day erowned queens
of the festivities. A little foral arbor
is provided, in which the queen sits in
stato all day long, taking no pard in
the festivitics ; no one speaks to her;
save & bow or courtesy in passing, no
ong pays her amy spooisl attention,
aod the sitnation would' seem. rather
dreary, but the honorof the position
has compensations, and at every May
Day there is lively competition smong
tho varions candidates.

In many parts of Enrope the May
festival takes the form of cs and
athletfo sports of wvarions de. In
ﬁn&md there ware Io;morly the Robin

games among the country peo-
ple, which kept alive the memory of

the merry outlaw and his companions. |

Various persons, dressed in charscter,
enacted in ‘an open square a panto-
mime representing some scene chosen
from the ballads which are the prinei-
pal literary survivals of the famons
hunter. Every eniertainmont, at one
time or another, hos a contest in arch-
ery as a special feature, a peouliarity
of the Swiss also, which have
probably inherited this part of their
programme from the éxploits of Wil-
liam Tell, :

It is & singalar faot, as showing not

only the university of the cnstom, but | th

also the faot that all the varieties
probably had one origin, hst many
of tht:i fenlnrec{ot the oelebration in
couniries very {wi separdted aro
almost idensical, ‘..Il’;l‘ey Chinese, a8 well
as the Eoglish, had s Queen of the
May, while in Mexico and Peru, the

crowning of & young girl with flowers

at this season is m hiné of the same

thing. While there seems nothing so

transient as & jovial oustom like this,

nothing is, in reality, more perms-

nent, and the manner in: which appar-

ently frivolous and meaninglees cele-
brations are handed down from-pazents
to ohiidren, from xace to.rave, consbi~

tutes one of the bouds whickrunite us,
fo remote ages and conatvies far dis-
tant irom our own.
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A NATION OF:REAVERS

That is Why Many American Houses
Now Have a Library.

There may be one o two eountries
where the percentage of illiterscy is
Jower than in the United States, but
thero is ne ceuniry more i
be called s‘ n;i:rnlofd’mdm e
peasantsy of ot ands ra 0
8 of reading ; bnt in America
the laborer, the artisan sod the
farmer are ardent readers of the d
newspapers, and often of elass publi-
cations, even if they do not venture
into the field of general literatare.
The es owe their enormous
oirmluﬂo: to their widespread }wo of
mdlﬂi there being dozens of them
that more than a hundrod thou-
sand ies every month, thus
proving  that must go into
millions of ho )

The tremendous and ever-inoreasing
outpus of books is snother testimonial
of hsbit of the people. This
growth of love for reading must to s
great extent inflnence $heir lives for

faat that  convenient and comfortable

addition to the dining-room, one was
oslled “front parlor” and the other
“‘back parlor,” or, more suphoniously,
rrblp-. parior and reception room,

4 the present fame, howsver, one of
the rooms is almost invariably dubbed
“the library,"” even if it bes only »
bAfgt.rly array of books.

% is meet and fitting that the li.
brary should be s general sitting room
and the place where the best of the
homs life centres. Most plans thas
are drawa now give the library one of
the choiceet locations in tho house,
and full adventage is taken of this fach
in the fitking mnd furnishing of the
goom. ;

Rods and browns are the most pleas-
ing colors, bnt these may be shadod to
light fawn color, terra coits, or warm
yellow if neoessary. There may be n
panslled ceiling and hardwood floor,
the Iattor oovered with rich Oriental
rugs, if means permit. Of course these
are not esecntinl jsome of the most de-
lightful libraries have merely papered
ceilings, and_ floors covered with
cheaper olrgoh or dark mattin
In » new honse where everything is
plauned from the beginning, the prob-
lem of fitting the lhibrary is sompara-
tively aimple. Iustead of mowable
bookoases, which are always cambez-

‘some, low shelves shonld be arranged
around the walls as permanent tix-
teres, or they may be ocarrisd tig to-
the ceiling to fill odd cormers. Dust
is a great enemy of bdoks, and to keep
this out is the execnse many people;
give for akicking to the old-fashioned,
way of baving bookcases with glass:
doors ; but this end is just as well ob-!
tained by placing esoalopod lenther:

‘valanoes on the shelves, or hanging at-|

tractive India silk curtains in frons of -
eml

The central feature of the room
shounld be an elegant library table for ;-
books and magaszines, a desk made for i
wriling and not for mere display, one,
or two straight-backed obairs, several |
essy-chairs and a comfortable lounge. :
he attached plan shows that the
architeot has provided & most aitract-
ive lUbrary, finished in cherry, with’
flooring of maple, the whole room'
lending iteelf to the most artistio
furnishing, and that without a greas:
outlay of money. s
The arrangement and sizes of the:
rooms are shown by the floor plane, |
thq width of the house' being forty-

e ———
four feet four inches, and de&t,l:.

in.
cluding verands, twenty-five two’
inches.

Thie d ean be built in the
vicinity of New York for about three
thonsand five hundred dollars, ‘boﬁ:
in muny meobions of the ecounntry

oost should be much lesa i

Copyright 1897.
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The Language of a Pet Bagle,
Mr,'W. Le 0. Beard writes in St
Nicholas of a pet aagle named Moses,
which bhe enught in the Arizona de.
serd. Mr. Beard mays: Moses had »
lsnguage of his own, whioh, by the
conslant prictios he gave us, we soon
lenrned to understand, T$ consisted
of » series of "eries, all harsh and
nervo-rasping, but perfechly distinet,
ench one expressing a different emo-
tion. 'Thus, rsge, entreaty, exsits-
ment snd plessure were each ensily
ed by those who knew him
‘voll. Ris one u;g:l‘:lo' no? ol hgnqt
Was more ox ve and perhaps
.ﬂ'a:’x'- disagreeable than the
snd he had also & low,
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