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- WHAT DO YOU THINK of those
people down in Kannapolis?

With the closing of Pillowtex.
thetr community has been hut with
staggenng unemployment. proba-
bly the highest in the country.
There's no way fto solve therr
problems but therr leaders are tak-
ing some important first sieps. .

Officials there recogmzed the
backbone of vur country 1s smaill
business. Knowing big corpora-
tions may never return they ve
started to market Kannapolis as
the most small-business triendly
place in the area.

Now. small business can be either
retul or manufacturg with up t©
about 10 employees.

|
To reach this goal. they re setting
up a -small business center.
improving the city’s infrastruc-
ture while making the business
section more alfracnve.
On top of this. old und new busi-
nesses will gzet a helping hand
with incenuves. [n tmes past.
these have been reserved to help
mullion-dollar corporations. Now.
they say. it will help all ther
small businesses become strong
and profitable members of the
COMMUMIY

What officials there are doing is
nothing more than providing a
common sense approach other
cines may like to imitate.

With the economy like 1t is. start-
ing a small business. or runmng
an existing one. is a labor of love.
not a road o fame and fortune.
It's expensive. nsky and nme-
consurung. Cities who under-
stand the value of such businesses
may want to consider the
Kannapolis plan.

At least policies should be n
place. and all city and country
officials should understand. it’s 1n
evervone's best interests 10
encourage both established busi-
nesses. and those who will be
coming in. to become profitable.
long-term owners.

What they don’t need. and it
should not be tolerated. 1s harass-
ment by city officials for minor
infractions of “the regulations.”

In such a climate businesses will
not grow and cannot be expected
o prnx‘.pcr,

Remember the storv in the Good
Bouk about the fool planung his
seeds on rock and the wise man
planting in fernle soil?

“Nuf saud

_Regarding the Adopiion :
Story in Nov. 27 Issue

Followmg our adoprion stortes of
of weeks ugo, we recerved

fex e

u couple
siory

Chrystal  Puass.  un  assistant
- reacher ar Mutherrv School.

this trevm

[ was six weeks old when [ was
adopted. One thing that [ know
abour my birth mother 15 that she
loved me. She wanted me to be
taken care of. the people she chose
were the best. Rev. and M
Wilson Lee. who were loving and
kind people. All who knew them
would sav the same. [ have two
sisters and five brothers. | am the
thard child of erght. My parents.
the Lee’s. loved each of them like
they were thewr own. We all grew
up together in different households
and became very close.

Now. [ am 40 vears old. [ have one
son and one daughter. also a foster
child who [ wall be adopting soon.
In my home. love comes namral
because my parents always
showed me much love. My birth
mom taught me love in a different
way by her actions. She always

had 2 open ear and heart for e -

There are a lot of children that
need a chance at life. a chance 1w
be loved and I thank not only my
birth mother but my adopted par-
ents as well for @ving me that
chance. [ am proud of my famulies.
the Lee's. Shuford’s. and the
Gray 's.

Thanks for the Love.
Chryvstal “Lee” Pass

Turkey Shoot Set

The public 15 nvited t the
Turkev/Food Shoot at the VFW
Post 2031 on Jordan Road south of
Statesville. The shoots will be held
Saturdays through the end of
Januarv. There will be no shoot
Saturday, Dec. 17. however.

The shoots begin at | p.m. and go
uniil prizes are gone. Prizes
include rurkeys. hams and other
food and miscellaneous items. For
additional informaoon call of
direcnons call the VFW Post at
7T04-873-9126 or Cathy Williams

B T B

Michigan and Oregon—with 7.0
percent umemployed. lead the
nation that now has six percent of
all workers jobless.

An 18-foet Christmas tree—{tom
Wisconsin will be in the White
House Blue Room for the holiday.

DNA samples—will be raken from
all convicted N.C. felons. Using a new
law. the stare’s database 15 expect-
ed o be about 50.000 i 2004

Twe mummies—nd more than
2(4) anctent artifacts. discovered in
a Swiss warehouse. have been
rerurned to Egypt.

’s multibillion-dellar—ieal
to lease 100 wr-refueling tanker
planes to the Defense Department.
was put on hold after the compa-
oy s dismssal of two top executves.

Phetographers—who photographed
Princess Diana. after the deadly
auto crash 1n Pans. were acquitied
of invading her pnvacy.

Tropicana—wi1ll launch a light and
healthy orange juice with about i
third less calones and sugar.

Unexpioded mines and munitions—
must be cleaned up in lands controlled
by countries after 4 war. according
1o a reary signed by 92 nanons.

may sponsor an economic devel-
opment trip to Cuba.

A political cascus—looking to
the threats 1o the Amencan furmi-
ture indusiry hasn’t stopped rthe
industry s job loss.

China’s first Volkswagen—in up-
scale car for Western dnivers.
rolled off the assemblv line. The
premuum-priced  Polo will com-
pete in rhe Australian market.

Japanese transpert aircraft—nd
ships mav be sent to help out 1n
[rag.. Japan sull has not sent
sround froops.

Computer king, Dell-after hun-
dreds of customer compilaints. has
stopped sending their tech support
calls to India

The $60 billion aviation bill-zives
hillions to airports. pays traffic
controller salanes. nstalls bomb-
derectron machines n arports.
sives flight attendants seif-defense
tramning and provides funds for ar
service (o isolared commumnities.

The $491.3 billion defense bill<nmics
say. will buy unneeded ships.
tanks. planes and other weapons
while fightng giobal rerronsm.
Sen. John McCuan said it 1s a fax-
payer rip-off.

Commuter train serviee-halted since
the Sept. 11 amack on New York's
Twin Towers. has started again.

Taiwan's recent carefully word-
ed—bill makes it difficuit to cail a
vote on the island’s independence
trom China.

Beston—anceiled the visit by rail
ships so they would have enough
city services for the Democranic
Convennon n July.

Virtual colenescopy—using 1 C.T.
swcanner. fakes abour 13 munutes
and does not reguire patients be
sedated. Paments must sull clear
therr colons of fecal matertal
betore the tesi.

Guidelines for lowering —holes-
terol mayv not be stmct enough.
researchers say. Even lower guide-
line levels may be better. they say

N.C. Rep. Cass Ballenger—is
reuring from Congress. He sup-
ported the government s free-rade
pulicies for vears while waiching
Carolina rexnle workers. bv the
thousands. lose thetr jobs.

Nuclear research—has been shur
down n Irag since the Guif War.
[rup scientists clum. despite the
fact the Bush admmstranion sull
says Irag had “robust plans.”

The U.S-—is asking NATO to take over
the military mission in Afghamstan.

San Jose, Calif—proudly says they
had omly five homicides over the
Thanksgiving weekend. The city
has a population of over 250.000.

With pelice at the deer—ihe
Supreme Court has ruled vou have
20 seconds to open it before law-
men break it down.

Indian airfines—are now allowed
to fly in Pakistan airspace. This 1s
the first ime such flights are bemg
allowed since last vear.
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Dec. 13
Chickenbane will be in concert at
Perry Bluegrass Bam on Sharon
Road at 7 p.m. for the annual holi-
day Christmas Party and Customer
Appreciation Night. Ooors open at 6
p.m. Call 704-871-8353 for reserva-
tions far |arge parties.

Friday-Saturday Dec.13-14

The Humane Saciety af Iredell
County is sponsanng & pet-Santa
phota shoot 11 am. to 5 p.m. at
Petsmart |ocated in the Browiey
Caommons Shopping Plaza in
Maareswviile. Haif of all proceeds
goes ta the Humane Society and its
Save-a-Pet adoption program. No
appaintment Necessary.

Saturday, Jan. 24

The Maaresviile-South |redeil
Chamber of Cammerce announces a
Wedding Expo 2004! The event wil
be heid 10 am.-5 p.m. at the
Chartes Mack Citizens Center. 215
N. Main Street in Mooresuiile. A
totai of 45 boaths will be sold and
there will be a bndal fasmon sitaw.
door prizes and special happemngs
all day. OJ Fast Freddie wha has
been featured on the Jenny Janes
shaw will be the MC. Far mare infar-
mation piease call MSi Chamber
Office 704-664-3898.
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