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Lesbian/Gay Theatre at CLOSER
Review by Nancy Snead

On April 9, members of CLOSER 
were treated to an evening of theatre 
provided by Second Stage Readers’ 
Theatre. This was Second Stage’s third 
appearance on CLOSER’s 1990-91 
calendar. The bill of fare featured Terry 
Baum’s and Carolyn Myers’ Dos Lesbos 
and Terrence McNally’s Andre’s Mother.

First on the bill was Dos Lesbos, a 
six segment, two-person (as in couple) 
lesbian dialogue with scenes that might 
have come from behind the walls of my 
house or yours. Readers’ theatre avoids 
type-casting, but Director Jerry Crouch 
went so far as to have this lesbian couple 
portrayed by two sets of women switch- 
hitting their way through six specific 
issue-laden dilemmas.

ANita Pratto and Carol Whittemore 
tackled the subjects of job, parents and 
depression with vitality and aplomb. The 
numerous one-line jabs, such as the 
mimicky "a man and a woman, a man and 
a woman....//you know what I mean!", 
or "homosexuality: the equal opportunity 
oppression," kept the action fresh and 
quick-paced. The segment on parents was 
rather like a two-edged sword poised 
poignantly over my head.

The alternating couple, handled 
adeptly by Janet Oliver and Jane Snyder, 
paraded in grande style through a variety

Jane Snyder, Janet Oliver, Carol 
Whittemore and ANita Pratto

CLASSIFIED
FOR RENT: 2 BR house in N. Asheville. 
Available July 1.
FOR SALE: Mama Bear Fisher stove. 
Call Hope Vail at 254-7374 after 7 PM.

ROOMMATE WANTED: GWM, 
looking for GWM roommate, wanting to 
share 2 BR trailer located in West 
Asheville. For more information call 
251-1674. Call Mon-Fri 9 AM - 1 PM 
ONLY.

TARA LIVES! Gracious apartments in 
restored house. Bucolic setting. High 
ceilings, fanlights, drapes, carpeting, 
stoves and refrigerators. Some fireplaces, 

of theatrical forms in their segments 
addressing "coming out," men and sex. 
The latter (save the best for last?) vignette 
covered all those questions you have been 
afraid to ask—and even more afraid would 
be answered!

Dan Marshall, Pat White, 
Kai Schmoll and Nan Williamson

The final performance of the evening, 
Andre’s Mother, showcased the talents of 
Dan Marshall, Kai Schmoll, Pat White 
and Nan Williamson as they captured the 
audience for moments of intense 
connection with the human condition. 
This minidrama, set against the personal 
memories of Andre’s family members and 
lover, reflected the tragedy that is AIDS, 
doing so in a manner that re-affirmed the 
value of life, love and intimacy. Still 
seeing the release of the last white 
balloon, I can feel the faceless image of 
(Little Lulu’s) mother...so remote.

Thanks to Second Stage Readers’ 
Theatre and kudos to the cast and the 
director.

Ed. note: Dos Lesbos is the first play 
about lesbians to be produced by a non
gay theater group (Second Stage) in 
Asheville. *

TRAX II
Your choice for Quality Entertainment...Second to none

Friday Shows

Friday, May 3 - Mr. Asheville USA Pageant 
with guest entertainers 

Nancy Newton and Marsha Mellow

Friday, May 10- From Charlotte, North Carolina
Tiffany Storm 

Kasey King 
Britany Gwynne 

Friday, May 17 - Akasha Pharrows and Company

Friday, May 31 - Former Mr. North Carolina
Eddie Connor

Tiffany Stone and Samantha Stevens

Sunday Shows

Sunday, May 5 - Alicia Kane & Company

Sunday, May 12 - Tooti Finess-Brown & Company

Sunday, May 19 - Tricia Grand & Company
heat & hot water, ramps. Or modern 
dollhouse style. Voice & TTY: 251- 
0475, or Landlord, Box 1246, Asheville, 
NC 28802.

WANTED: Female (gay) roommate to 
share mobile home in Hickory area. $120 
a month & 1/2 util. Call Theresa anytime 
at 327-2371 or stop by. Crepe Myrtle 
Court, 14th St. S.W. #6, Hickory.

LEGALLY PROTECT YOU & MATE.
Living wills, powers of attorney, wills 
w/o lawyer costs. Two sets of forms, 
instructions. $15. Freeflight Inc. 0-1 
PO Box 372, Asheville, NC 28802.

SALES: Earn crazy money. If you’re 
crazy enough to call, we’re crazy enough 
to talk. 645-5507.

Sunday, May 26 - Marsha Mellow’s Talent Search 
en-core \’an k(e)r \ : an additional performance requested by an audience

An Encore Performance by...

^@ff@©$© ^©^©f©
Showtime 10:00 PM sharp! Friday, May 31st

________________ Proceeds to benefit WNC Pride________________

38 N. French Broad Ave., Asheville, NC 
(704)258-8729 Marsha Mellow/Show Director


