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HE KNOWEI‘H BEST.

Whatifthewsyammshngmdwmy
Thy tired feet are forced to tread ?
Some day thou shaltlook back with wonder
And say, “My stepe wers gontly led,
The way was short.”
‘What if the rough stones wouhd th' m'ely
And t6 thy pathway terrorsléad?
Turf soft and green thou wilt find only,
‘When thou hast reached thy journey’s end
‘Where thoun shalt rest.
What if thou seest more of shadow
About thy path than sunshine’s light ?
The days that are but gray and clondy,
End sometimes with a radiance bright,
At sunset time,
‘What if the work be very heavy
Thou doest now with many fears ?
‘When all thy work slips from thy fingers,
Thine own shall say with falling tears,
They were brave hands,
‘Whatif the things thou most desirest
Are given to those who prize them not?
Perhaps some day thou ghalt see elearly
That they wonld not havé blessed thy lot.
He knoweth best.
What if thon fain wouldst shift the burden
In sorrow thou hast born so long ?
Before thee lies the crystal pavement,
There shalt thou cast it with a song.
Thou canst but wait.
‘What if the blessings of God’s favor
Seems held from thee thy work to crown ?
Some day thon shalt see that His mercy
Did forever and aye shine down
On thy faint heart.

; —H. 8., in Ledger.
CORRESPONDENQE

ALL mxm orm
UNITED STATES.
PHILADELPHIA AND BALTI:
MORE CONFERENCE.

The 57th annusl session of the Phil-
adelphia and Baltimore Conference of
the A. M. E. Zion Church in America
convened in Galbraith Church, sixth

street bet. L and M, Wednesday A-
pril 15th, 1885 and adjourned Mon-
day Aprik 20th at 9 p. m. Bishop
J. W. Hood of North Carolina, associ-
ated by Bishop J. J. Moore, D D of
York Pa., presided over this august
body.of distinguished -ministers. At
the opening of conference Bishop Hood
read the 48th Psalm and 12th chapter
of Mark. Rev. N. Stubbs lined the
707th hymn, after which he addressed
the throne of grace. While a hymn
was being sung, a general hand-shak-
ing and congratulations in the good
old Methodist fashion were exchanged.
N. J.Green and J. W. Smith were
elected segretaries; Prof. 'Wm How-
ard Day, city reporter; Gen. T. Mor-
ris Chester, Stenographer; Logan
Johnson, statistical secretary; M. M.
Bell compiler of the minutes. The bar
of the conference was laid off and J.
W. Fairfax and G. W. Talbert were
elected marshals. The roll of confer-
ence was called and most of the breth-

ren were present and answered to their| E

names,

The Bishop read his episcopal ad-
dress at 3 pm. It was able and in-
structive, and that portion relative to

C]svelnndseloctmﬂmlindhy‘hﬁw
associated press to the *length and | brough

bredth of this land and appeared in
hundmﬂnofnwlpapeu.AgmM
of important business was transa

' every day sfter the mlmt'u‘aﬁha 1

where these brethren got their excuses
from is a oonundrum. = Some were
reasonable and some were not. = After
being éxcused, Bishop said: “Breth-
ren, I hope you will not do so ‘again,
The conferencé is: dimposed to take
your excuses in good faith. You mies
something by not heing here. and we
miss your presence .and co-operation.
Be punctual next time.”

Revs. N. J. Green and J. W.8mith,
offered the following preamble and]
resolutions which were adopted:

Waereas, It was decided by the
General conference held in New York
May 1884, to create no more bishops
at that time, and after due considers-
tion we find that the present number
is insufficient for the task, and

Wakress, The “presidmng elder
system” has worked with successful

-| results to our churches: therefore beit

Resolved, That this annual confer-
ence proceed to elect from the list of
prominent and oldest elders a certain
nuimber ‘to sgperintend the work of
this conterence district. :

Resolved, That the presiding elders
shall be paid by each church. accord-
ing to its ability ; the presiding elders
to have the privilege of making such
arrangements with the district confer
ence as will secure this pay ; however,
his salary shall not exceed seven hun-
dred doHaxs, trnveltng expense not|
mehdﬂl to h divided in proporhm
to. between the chm-eher
of the district.

. Bewoloed, Thai. t.hofnuding b-bap

. nommate and the conference elect.

When these resolutions were offered
popular manifestations of ‘approval er |
disapproval held full sway for over|
thirty minutes.

Elder Cowles said, he had always
been opposed to  the presiding elder |
system, but looking at the subject and
our circumstances he had somewhat
recanted.  If we can get the right
kind of men to fill the office, and if
the P. E. will attend to that part of
the work, and that alone, it would be
a good thing, and there would be no
conflict. , But a presiding elder is apt
to assume the duties of ‘a pastor. In
the church there is always some one
who does not like the pastor nor his
administration, and if a presiding el-
der iis not of the right stripe, there is
sure to be trouble. Some presiding
elders go among the pastor’s members
and are in sympathy with them against
the pastor. Now if we can find men
who will devote themselves to the
work, and not improperly interfere
with the pastor, great good will result
from the adoption of this system; but
if we are to have a class of men who
will make it ulpletm for:the pastor,
I snall fight sgainst it every time.

M. H Roi“ip?:ﬁagsﬁt the sys-
tem, He thought there would be con-
t.umon between the pastor and the P.

. about his pay, He'ssid while he
did not favor it, yet he would nbide
by whatever the conference pass. -

Elder Green said if hie'was ‘to con-
sider his own feelings, he would be
to it; but’ Hlo rewlulidl is

of the church. He reforred to the'sad

| Philadelphia dmtriet, Rev M. M. Bell

disasters which bave been ocourrifig|
d | for years, especially in this Sinfereiics
fiot having presiding

O]

the Alabama .

¢hurch, and he M@[
begause it was not. th

eluroﬁhuﬁllwh:heﬁ jumpi
from church to
the best appointment

thought if the brethrén would leave|:

themselves oat of the guestion, and}'

keep put ofthe way of presiding elders|
thag there would be no trouble.

J. P Thompsonuﬂ,lfthe pastors.
would do their duty the presiding| "

elders wounld have no trouble. . No|
office can be filled nleoeufully’ if the
prinaple is not in the man. Ifhel*

dmnotpmmh.ﬁimmm'

natp\ltitmhll- My ' experience
nymhuhnhﬁnnou&ll

even in the smallest confeence. New|®
Jersey, for instance, has prospered uii:{

der it. ' The brethren there k!n: the

iding elders and 'the . presidinj
elders love the pastors. The presidin
elder is governed by the law, il
must know the law if he would snec
and if he does not the law will know|

him, If be fails to d the right thing]"

inmy charge I will. hnd}ehm with
the law. It is his duty to. come . an
hold . the ‘quarterly conference .
mm&mdﬂtmmMs“dm

_, ._.uedandmdelpeechea. Promi-
“_ the pas-{#gnt members from all of the chugches
tquuﬁmhmpfﬁop will steer | 8

church and Bishops Ward and

-' secretary of that conference.: The first'
fayman of the A M E church were

of the founders valled from Iabor 'to
reward was Elder Sampson Copper;
next- Ellis Lavendar; then followed
H. W. Jones ; then Bishop Clinton;
and the last of all fo join the happy
and: glorious company around our
pal titles are of little importance | Father’s throne was Elder York, who
in heaven they are unknown. | departed this life February 25th 1885

 The characters of brethren exam-|  Elder York was a faithful minister
lued and passed. Four candidates | of the gospel, s true lover of Zion's
retoadmitted after preaching ten min- | sonmection, a great builder and worker
germons. Francis H, Norton and | Wherever he wassent by conférence
Bpencer were ordained dea- | from year to'year, it was his delight
oons snd T, H.Soott, elder. W.R. to build up the cause of Christ. He
dewppei The lay delegates | wags & great circulator of 'the = period-,
their reports and’ fraternal |icles of our church. He was well ad-
g8 were received from Rev. G.|vanged in age, and was one of the
Clinton of 8. C., G. W. Alstork of| fow aged men who kept up with the
-and F. K.Blrd of Mass. Rev.|times,
b Thomas; agent of Zion's Book | Elder York attended four sessions
ern was here and made a verbal | of the General Conference and every
w"'"-‘h caused a heated discuss- | session. of the Korth (Carolina Confer-
* He was l""l‘“"‘"ﬁd to make a full | ence from its orgnmzauon to the last
°f ‘hﬁ book concern and have |gession which met in Newberne, Nov.
nted and in each annu- |96, 1884, ”Hewas_a gooa governor
mference and he would sell the|and financier in the ‘great work in
Jﬂf‘ﬁw whmhhewaaongaged He was very
he . several committees reported |industrious, and ma.nagad to accumu-
:‘Pe)’ were adopted. - Rev, J. 8. | 1ate some valuable property in New-
has been transferred to the N. |herne N. C., where he left all, and has

onference. He has done the best | oone to live with saints, angels and

Mofmymmut&rmﬁm confer- | God forever. ¢

ace. . The conference and church| hile Brother York was frugal, he

the city visited the conference.
gnks to God, the mm:atern and
are realizing thai denomina.

that, to make for the next- point, but{®

wlmgerhekaMHpmmg al

ben,nmabnutthem

felt the neoeuity oﬁt. . He iml glad
this conference ~ was seeing’ their nis- |
itake in not having vresiding elders.
‘No Methodist chureh is complete un=
less it has the presiding eldership. The|
 importance of this office 'i8’ bpaoming
more fully realized. = We have elders
preeiding over deacons in most of our |
charges, but -the elder ‘cannot’ dis-
charge his duty to the' work presided
over 'without mneglecting :-his . own
charge. The objection to the system
is, that it is too expensive; two men to
pay; but we have the same thing in
all but a few churehes, and the excep-
tions are those which are the best able
to support it. The only men who seem | Delivered
to oppose.the system are those in ' the
largest ‘churches. They are mllmg
for the presiding elder togo out im the
country places and hold his ‘meetings,
willing for him to go ‘where the dea-
cons are, but when it comes to the fat
charges, then there is grumbling and
dissatisfaction. Is-this right?

After scveral other able speeches the
system was adopted by twokhirds of| has
conference. The conference was di-
vided ‘into “two ‘distriots, viz: Balti-|
‘more diutnot, Prof. W.'H. Day, P.E;;

P. E
Wemnll"pluuhit.hmpudd%
ing alden, for they are men whostand
high in the church and state. ' M. M.
‘Bell is truly 4 ‘pious man’and-Prof.
Wm; H. Dayhkﬂmﬁruqimﬁo
coutitry #s an '
of color. Hahlt'ﬂbdhh&oydpﬁ

eve was _patriotic and very hbernltohu

ved to part with him. Itis
thpt one of 'New York’s great churuh whm eyer called upon

Denh'lms hkenfawnymv J H Anr
squ since last conference,,’ Nehrly
'a]l of the preachers have been gent|
‘back to their chargea Our naxt .con-
ference will meet in Ho.rmbnrx, Pa,,
the third Wednesday in May 1886, at
2 o’clock p; m., Bishop Hood presid-
ing. Buhop Hood rendered a very

1tontbmfar and it would. be & dis-
grace upon you as officers and mem-
'bers of this church, if you fail to com-
plete it. . Elder York’s chief desire ot
things on earth was to finish this church
and the last conversation we. had
three months ago, was about complétr
mg this church. O, how it makes me

important decision upon “apostolic rejoice today when I think of oar

benediction. pleasant and co-labors in the vine-
J.W. erm. : Reporter. yard of the Lord, who are laboring

and striving to bring souls out of

AN A.DDRI'}SS darkness into the gloncua llght of

Christ.
Tha last work'I did for him wasa
greatl plmura to me. When at our

BYBW W J MOORE P. E.

olthe ieh Distsiot, neld held in-Yorios Tom: las
o t qum-terly meeting, I was enabled
e Apﬂ o 1w to raise for him sixteen dol]uu, and
Dear- Brdbrm advised him to go home puder a dov-

tor where his faamly oonld;ntund him,
We have heard his voice often.in con, |-
ference, and his fatherly advice hal
been gladly received ; but we will aee
hlmmmogamrh,whu voice,
we meet on the shining shore t%ova,
where sickness] sorrow; painand death
are felt and feared no more;

Brother York; through: croaselmd
now rests with ‘Jesus and ‘left usas

Tt has' pleaaed our heavenly Father
to permit us to meet-again, the second
time this year, in quarterly confurence
to do'basiness for “God. ' 'We 'shauld
be thankful that the Lord hasbeen so
gwdﬁllk!ndlospn‘regur}im and

blessed us with the privilege we
mugm'hilemvhmbm ‘re-
‘mioved from ouf midst by that messen-
ger death, who will noonoalluatllto
rest or to woe for eternity. '
~This brings before our mind sthe
beloved” ‘and faithful - Elder ' Amos
"York; the designer and ereoter of this
‘beautiful chirch known as York’s
‘Templé. '‘Elder York was one of the.
eleven who met in~ Andréws' Chapel,

nome | tenty yeats ago-last Desensber, and
is now known as the

:ifor the Lord, until we too;are
. one after another to heaven,
nity totell the: story. of  our earthly

conflicts and' find the:joy :and ' society
of the Lord with thuewlwkawgdm

oh ﬂae wmawﬂm

'.‘F..'

ﬁqbﬂrﬂn‘m ‘Next day ‘sevetal fer

‘W_.Md thie

‘before us.

WWawﬁe A,
E,Zimﬂhunh,ﬁm whiehm
'WM

ly: the Virginia,:

.“

MMMLMN

mmwm
o Bishop:

where wewill all meet and have eter-| %

' Now brothera, as I have p:&ide& -
| over this chureh the past. four years|

land w ll'dtb&@noliﬂs rmﬁ'- ‘eighteen times o th;;nm of 8
IO, <3 TH afi BN sanla ‘ mmmm M by
m»_ d having hrougbt, the m

that since I was with you last, it has
been my privilege to visit Zion Wesley

College and see the worhngs of that
noble institution. Tt is ‘an honor to
our whole connéction and should betha
pride of the- Negro race.

Pl not attempttodesmim the*work-
ing of our colleague for I am not able

if I had time. I will say to .you, it is
a hvmg reality, and as much as I have
said in time past. Respecting the
general fund, T have a greater knowl-
edge of it being raised ‘than ever be-
fore. While at Zion Wesley College,

Ifelt it I had the money, I would
give ten thousand dollars to that great
work, as it fills my heart with joy
whenItlnnkonionsonwardmnrch

In conclusion I will say, this seems
to be a lucky church after all: for.
when that faithful worker J. N. Ras-
berry was removed ‘from here, you
were blessed with having the earnest
and faithful labors of our deceased
father, Elder York.  You now have
another untiring worker, and an able
minister. of the gospel, in the person
of Elder F, B. House. I haveknown
Elder House a long time, and can
freely say if you will co-operate with
him and follow, he will lead you on
suceessfully. Elder House and I have
labored together & long time, and it is
& pleasure to e to think of the past,
and - I pray that our future scjourn
together may be ag /pleasant utl;a

'w}? done

m inhemn is

maetmg on earth
my prarer '

P, 8.—By, rqfarenee tothohlsﬁory
oi‘oqreonneohon I find Rev. A, M.
Ferrebee was also one of the founders
who . aﬁo.rwardl became one of the
founders of the Virginia, Conference.
This makes the number twelve mstead
of elem

After the close of Elder Moore’s
address, Elder F. B. House . rose.'and
moved a vote of thanks to Elder
Moore, for his very mtereul.mg address,
then offered the following resolutions :

 WitgrAs—It has pleased Almigh-
ty God in His eternal wisdom to re-
move from our fidst that faithfal and
noble father, Elder Amos ‘York, ﬁ'om
lubbr to reward, be it ;
'Resolved, That we deeply deplore
the loss of one  so, fervent,: so devout
and self éadtificing to the causeof the
' Resolved, That we comuiehd!to-the
Christian church anid ministry the'Tife
and conduct of this noble and .pure
messenger of salvation, H%\My_ to
serve as 8 guideand example hyyhieh
we can shapo our own ehrisﬁgn

labovers and soldiers to continue work- | ***¢

Shepherd ofaonh Ay gudet




