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ABOLITION AXD NULL IFICA-!
TION.

BY REV. J. H. ANDERSON.

EpiTor SrAR OF ZION :

My interest in the action of the
‘Philadelphia & Baliimore conference,
in discontinning presiding elders, has
been greatly deep.ned by the res
ponse of Bishop Hood.

I could scarcely expect such pleas
ing words of praise, much less the
condescension to reply to my article,
whieh, in consequence thereof, induces
me to think that it had some appreci-
-ative learning.

Now for the argument. To do
-away with any permanent court of
:appeal is a direct violation of consti-
itufional authority, otherwizs termed
““organic law.” OQur discipline pro-
vuks four—three permanent and one
conditionally: The court of appeal
effected by the action of ths Philadel-
phia & Baltimore conference, is the
district conference, over which ‘' the
° presiding elder only is ths legal presi-
" dent, and to which local elders asd

deacons only are allowed an appeal.
It is not a permanent court of appeal.
Lo-al elders and deacons have the
advantage of two courts ol appeal—
the district conference and the annual
conference , (page 112), and why are
“they allowed this advautage over

_other appellants? 1 aaswer; becausel | fereaco-acfion T oﬁdFaJI:— Teom  the'|

““ip view of ‘the absence of presiding
elders, there would be no district con-
ference, anid the general conference,
therafyre, recognizing the pessible ab-
seace of these functionaries would not
subject this class of membership to an
uncertainty in their privileges.

To disc intinue the district confer-
““ence still leaves a eourt of appeal (the
“annual conference), for local elders

and deacons. But when distriet con-
feren.es are instituted by virtue of

' the appointmant of presiding elders,

has the annual * confergnce who does
the appointing, the rignt to secede
{from its former action ?!—that is, to
‘cense appointing presiding elders?
We answer, yes; becanse the dis-
<iplime plainly says, “The Bishop and
Annual conference shall appoint
presiding elders when, in their judg-
ment, it is necessary fur the efficiency
of the work.”  (page 53.)
* The Philadelphia and Baltimore
conference, after due trial, saw that
it wus not necessary for the efficiency
of the work, and therefore did not
appoint any presiding elders.

“The Annual eonference, in view of
the akove quotation, has the rightto
appoint a8 #1 initiatory measure, and
cease to appoint when a test has re-
vealed its inexpediency.

She is to ‘exercjse her *judgment”

_in the case. Ther is a deeper signifi-
eance in this quotation "than the mere
“how to'appoint presiding elders.” Tt
tells us also when to appoint them,

 when it is necessary,” and - this
‘word “necessary,” applies when the
system is in operation as well as when

: 1t:anot If she fails to appoint after!

* having operated the system, it7is but)

 the exercise of her “;udgement, net|

¥ ,mltiﬂedndn, disloyalty, nor disestab-
g hdment. "To digestablish, the m
W be removed, not pnedﬂhg

Thereh 4 nice dhtuwno:i li're.»

with tha District conference? Not in
the same: manper, since the Quarter-
ly, Annual, and General ~conferénices
are permanent institutions, subject fo
no discretionary conditions, (the,
judguient of the . Annual conference,) |

‘cannot in the fight - of reason, be re:

garded a permanent institation, and
is therefore liable to exist or not existy
just as - the Annual conference may
determine. The fate of the District:
conference in any case, dqpemls upon
the action of the Annual ; conference.;
If there be any  assumptiony
over the “organic law” the
General Conference has done. it,
since the Philadelphia and -Baltimore |,
couference Las only exercised the pre-
rogatives and privileges allowed by
the General Conference. The' “or-
guaic Jaw” says, “you "shall pot do
away &c.,” the  general . conferenc:)

tays, you may exercise your judgment
in the premises; and yet here is no

legislative antagonism—the underly-
ing idea of the coustitutional Juw has
been grasped and utilized in our gen-

eral cunference legislation; for in

the absence of a district conference
(as in our case), the laymen, officials,

ministers 1n  local . and  full = orders,
have a court of appeal. Can Bishop
Hood dispute this? Then in what
sense has the privilege of appenl of|
any ‘class of ' meémbers ‘been’ destruy-
ed or abridged by the anmﬂﬂ con-

few to the highest functionary, Bish-
ops only excepfed, in this district,
have a court.of appeal, how the name.
of common reason, ean  the terms of
the “organic law,” be nullified, or dis-
establishment be effected ?

Inasmuch, therefore asno one is de-
barred the privilege ‘of appeal, the
question is narrowed down to  this:—
have the annual conferences the right
to discontinue the' nse of  presiding
elders? We are confident- from' “the
construction of the law that they have.
The Bishop nominates or  appoints
when he deems it prudent; heis* not
compelled to do either, nor is the.con
ference compelled to elect. To this
Bishop Hood must assent.

So the dctien of our conference was
purely legal. - We have what ia 'tech-’
nically termed, presiding élders, ap-
pointed by the Bishop, but they are’
presiding elders which do not. prelidau
A presiding elder necessitates 8 dis-
trict conferénce, otherwise they - oxiat.
merely in pame. We arée’ by no'
means opposed to the ' presiding ¢lder
system. Were I in the New Ehgland
conference T should be as strong “the.

in the “fulness- ‘of ‘time” .it will be:
needed here.” Modesty and proper

able Bishop, unless he make a . .re-
quest. 3 A

“NOTICE! -
Mg, EprTor:

1o the Amnusl Coritérénse, 8
Bahcpis and churc_ha ‘

Baz148

other way. There it is. needed, and |}

respect forbid my further = anhgonis- s 'pres
ing the opinion of my worf.hy and | Am:

Permit. me .. ﬁoﬂf
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BY REV. G/ 1. wmmﬂ.

NEW: nm.l.m ma'l‘nlcr

prapeut.  Fifty two yedrs "ago, Zion
ﬂonnectwn had but two Annual Con-.

m;um, but chiefly cirevits, and as|
there were but a fow-elders; they ne-
ted.in the éapacityof Presiding: El-
ders,. Im‘hlihg charges of stations, bay-
ing two' Jnd three memrunder them as;
Ticentjates téaveling = preachers, and-
they doing thut part of the work. that
could n >t be-donié by shose: preachers; |
and they receiving for their labor
from: opé hindred to one hundred and
fifkty dollars per year—and at the

ty, and their hcphtmes not exaaedr
lng seventy five dollars a_year, tnd

Mz, Emrom»h[udhmm quaiil
for and against thé: Presiding. Elder |sh
System. | I desire to pen s fow practi-
¢al thoughts in favor of the system,
tand iy experience of “its werkings|i
for the last ity two yam, up to_ thetin:

ferences, | nhmaly, ‘New York “and | wi
Pbﬂk‘d&l,hlh Gmﬁsfenees. ‘and in{l
wq,th'ete we’t‘e ‘but ' “very fmr

hightest not oyer two, hundred and fif- | wo

ki gattbar traden

r, __._B.,_. conde

of his brethren,
ice to - them of the
time to hold: hil_ quarterly conference,
and to be puueh#ﬂlhlalf, and preside
over his brothers in Jove as a father, |
and not ara tynﬁ @nd should there
be any mmundq:ggndmg between him
and any of his ubret
that misunders
quarterly ¢
tween themalm ‘where else. I
think if this o % pursued there

wpu_ld be d-be any
906 S0 mﬂm

Bait.mmre, 1841 under the adminis-
tration of Rev. Jacob J.- Moore, the|
lamented - Bt. ' Rey. Chistopher €.
Rush prmdmg I think there is but
one minister now living, ‘ beside “my-
self, who was in the organization” of [
that conference; and that is Rt. Rev.
J. J. Moore, D. D. I at that time
was & licentiate traveling preacher;
and-1 supérintended the buildig of
the Spring street cha.pe! ‘under ‘the
Presiding Elder system. ‘Rev. Jacob|
J. Moore 28 my Presiding Elder
which church is now held by the Beth-
¢l Conneetion. " In -1g46 1 left the
South for my liberty ; two years after
I became & member of the New En-
gland Annual Confererice  the 'first
yurdler its orgamization. ‘A ‘the
time thename of the ' circuits was
ehmgeﬂ to mission- fields, as we had
begun to form mission societies in the.

their fields, but praetically they: were

| the firsr.year I was sent out,od & mis-
sion field; as was alsq | Rev.. John  F.
Lioyd, and the lamented; Rev. ‘James.
‘Simmons was ntaude,qthdm
'_‘wpl—our presiding elder. -

conferences to assist missioparies. in |
under the presiding-elder system -and

that time I have filled every ' station |ness a W
:indﬂlim:ndanlm;;m near, p
as prediding elder in British North |

'ohargee as ‘P, E —Boston, Prov:
dence, ~ Woreester, A ttlehoro,
Middletown, New Haven,
Bridgeport and Waterbury Mission,

| Cambridgeport mission,  Derby mis-
sion,” Narwich' Mission, and Great
Barrmgtan Mission. ‘Sinee that time
these missions ‘have becomie stations,
baviag fine chapels built in which to

‘worship, and ministers étationed there,

and the new missions ‘added are as
follows: Meriden, Taunton,’ I)nbnvy,
South Providence, Windsor, Haden-
‘'ville and Hamden mission, illfbroughs
(in under the Presiding Elder system.

The first year the pu-idm;eildsu
nhgy was §33 but he worked up an:

linterest among the pouple ‘and his
salary was increased to $400.00, and
ﬂm.yeu it is’ ingreased ‘to $535.00,

and 80 wo believe . in working up the{
ﬂmmgrudmlly Wegave you the
round sum ‘that - has beent raised this|:
oonferdwa year for building  chapels|
and payiog debts- on: chuteheu ‘which
is '7 TRz

VIRGINIA N OTEB

|The minutes-contain 83 pages of mat-

 was not’ shndmg mm., Themyen

r |several converts ; the outlook for Zion
fin. B‘erkley is bnght for the future. |

Deacon Lyvear is a good manager ;

8, for which the members arc well satis-
| fied. This point. from ous ehsetva- -

tion.is very important in the. interest

f| of sur church, Too much .praise can

| not be given .in honor of the nobls

| Christian way in which deacon Mack

has conducted the  affairs in Berkley
lin, the hiterest of the _connection,
Wnuld tc heaven we c¢jald say the
‘same of the entire dm!nct.. 3
Respectfully yours,
3 HIJH Fampey.

SOUTH LAROLINA 'NOTES.

1

BY REV. G. W. CLINTON.
1 herewith send you a copy eof the
minutes of our Sunday School Con-
| vention. :I wish you to please insert

“I the following notice in the STaR. .

Brother ministers and Sunday

"| school superintendents of the South

Caroiina confercnce: It a flords me
pleasure to inform you that our Con-
vention minutes have been published

*|in neat pamplet form. Besides: the

daily proceedings they contain the ex-
cellent essays and addresses delivered

5 | before the convention, the Conatitu-

tion of the convention and the consti-
tution of the - Home- Mission Board.

| ter, worth 50 ceuts to any true mem-
ber and ' lover of the A, M. E. Zion
church. The costof publishing ‘the
minutes is $29.00. The. convention

placed only $6.10 in our hands, and
since. |

we have only received 40 ots.
The whole responsibility is resting
upon the president. We  huve paid
all of the bill, but $14 00 and we hope
that the ministers will come to the
rescue. Brethren, I have paid $27.50
‘of my individual money on our confer:
ence minutes this year, aud $11.00 on
the Sunday School convention min-
utes. * Will you not comeé to the res-
cue and help me in this time of need ?
1If you will send in the money requir
ed I will forward you the minutes.
You need the minates for your Sun:
day schools, and the Constitution of
the  Home Mission Board for youl'
‘own gmcisnee. 'I‘here never was a
time when Home Mission funds weré|
tore needed. Elder MHinton -will
need $300 the 1st day of Oct, to make
the fioal . payment on his lot. “He|
needs money now very badly. The
work in Columbia is prospering be-
yuml onr moat hugume expwhtion

‘members asked” for the con

Annual eonference which isto'con-
‘vene on. the 3rd
Wednesday in

ag ; sev.era] persons were happﬂy con-
verted, ﬁse being | romising  young
men of Cedar Grove church, -

5

21 of whom have made - profession of
religion dmng me meetm@. :

able leader of the Annhnry Ladies.

L Home an4 Foreign Missionary - socie-

ty at Mt. Zion cﬁuruh
NOTICE.

The Guldsbom A M. E. Zion dw
trict conference and Sunday Behgol
convention will assemble in the beau-
tifal thriving town of Greenville, N

and contihue in session three: days.
The Grst two days will be devoted to
the business of the conference and the
third day to the Sunday School. con-'
vention. | Rev. AL F. Mo

meet with them ; secondly quwlty
of the ministers favor meeting at’
Greenville; thirdly, there has been

kind there for years.
- Ministers will come prepued to

remember the assessments made ' by
the annual conference for the church-
es at Raleigh, and at Kittrell. Why

all things ? for the Juy of Zion is our

'strength.

Rt. Rev. Bishop J. P. Thompson,
Hon. John €. Danecy, and others are
expected to be present and take put
in our deliberations.

o’clock a m.
J.H. Mamm-
- P.8.: . If the water happemhnb&
low at Wilsen, ‘N. €., go.' to Green-
ville by conveyaice the dirt rosd.-AlL i
| local eldérs, deséons' ‘and

&hools- 2o . gt g
‘4t J.H, mﬂodn;n, ?_ E,
THE wanx “IN me

1 —q-l-—.—
i BY s 1. ltotoxu.n.

C., on the 25th day of Octobsr, 1887 :

Eldermakehutepuudhugh 2
iahandloﬁm style, for the Hﬂ:rl:z >

N'mlltead of the 2nd _.

Rev T.P. R. Mooraclosgda VEry: .
successful (campmeeting a few  days

Our summer revival elosed last I
week adding 50 persons to our éhurch,

Mrs. A@nauda Ingmn, mtbet al ‘
student, J. L. Ingram departed ‘thiy
lifea few dnysago She was the

-m.m-

no connectional gar.bering of my i

make séttlement for the minutes, also -

not let this be the banner dntnct fn

Yours for prompt meebng at ten :

i

o
1

‘or-members of the district cohferénce: i
| also supenntmdank of - thhﬂly s




