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. THE WEST ALABAMA CON-

FERENCE.

e

BY PESIDING ELDER B, C. 0. BEFJAMIN

| The West Alabams Comference which
et at Moble on the 14th of December,

1802, was =n Interesting gathering.

" Bishop C. @. Pettey presided and took
all of the time needed to examine all of
the werk in detail for the purpose of ob-
talning absolutely correct sjatistioa of

every charge, and doing the best posal-

ble servioe for the conference. The oity

of Mobile in which the conference met

is the plaoce selected for the meeting of

our next general conference. It isa city
of considerable proportiens. The popu-
'lation numbers 80,000—20,000 of whom
‘are colored. A large majority of‘the
latter own their own homes and are
doing business on a large ecale on their
own hook. On the whole the general
oondition of our folks in Mobile as prop-
erty holders, in general business, and as
mechanics compares favorably with any
in any city In the South. Though Mo-
bile lacks the enterprise which oharac-
terizes Birmingham and Atlanta, itis
nevertheless a very desirable place to
live. Pure water, salubrious climate,
hospitality, fish, oysters, handsome wid-
' \ows, pretty young girls and sincere Zion-
ftes are some of the specisl features of
Mobile. Among all our conferencesin
the South, the Alabama conferences, and
‘sapecially the West Alabama conference
which takes in the ‘““Magio City,” seems
to have the most hopeful field for imme-
diate and large growth. The Immenss
influx of immigration to the State, the
new and growing towns, the vast re-
sources of iron and coal, the many manu-
faoturing interests and the disposition
on the part of capitalists to employ Ne-
gro labor are contributing to the perma-
nent establishment of Zlon Methodism.
Taking all things on ap tmq;u Zion
hm .hlar

th-, are nl! dolng t.holr hmll the de- |
velopment and extension of christianity
and the betterment of the race through-
out the State. But the Zion slement is
surpassingly active and effective in es-
tablishing schools, and bullding new
churches In hitherte negleoted parts of
the State, and are succeeding in mould-
ing public opinion on the side of educa-

" “tton, morality snd righteousness with a

rapidity that can only be accounted for
from the fact that there is something
about the character of Zion Methodism
that sppeals to popular sympathy amd
admiration.

The impulse of pioneering, of pushing
forward, of possessing new fislds, mani-
fested by James Varick, Fathers Bush

. and Clinton, our pioneer teachers and

champions, are being strictly carried on
by the Alabama branch of Zion. We
make onr religion a matter of every day
duty and advantage in the sense of
adapting it to the material as well as the
spiritual sspect of human existence,
hence our success. Our diffevence of
opinion on Orgwnic Uunion doesnot in-
terfera with our harmonious work for
the profit and glory of the shurch. There
is s profound agreement betwesn usall
to oling, and perpetuate the old flag of
Zion until the organic uuion shall have
been effected—in the morning of the res-
urrection—

Then shall all nations' song ascend,

To God our Ruler, Fatber, Friend,

‘With peace on earth, good will to men.
We'll all be one, but - not "till then.

I hope I will be pardoned for alluding

to the orgsnic umion. I started outto
write up the session of the West Alas-
bama Conference.

But what about the West Alabama
confersnce{ We have the best confer-
cnos in the conneetion. For connection-
al pride, and positive loyslty to the dis-
olplinary mandates of the church, we

..az® simply superb, and the editorial in

Tue STaR of January 5th, in which the
editor speaking of ogr conference, from
personal observations, Is sufficlent en-

dorsement of our greatness, After
speaking in glowing terms of the unusual
1n‘erest manifested in the cause of eda-

oation, the healthy and profitable influ-| ey
orplltll-

enoe exerted by the differen’

tions conneoted with the conference, the | help

editorial says: “The West Alabama

conference of our largest and most |
thﬂ ﬁilhyﬁ

thronghontthounion. 'l‘ho
impartial in his rulings, courteons

extend quite up into the thousands.”
And the half bas mot been told, Mr:

I speak of the West Alabama conference
msy lead some oneto believe that.I am
inclimed to be egokistio, not so, I omly
want to inform the brethiren of the North
Carolins and Philadelphis and Baltimore
conferences that they must discomtinue
blowing their horns until they bscome
.able to cope with us. The fact that we
have not béen blowing our horn'is no
evidence that we had no horn to blow,
we were simply waiting until the other
fellows horn rusted. The distingulshed
general officers, Drs. B. R. Morris, J. W.
Alstork and Editor George W, Clinton,
who visited the conference ably repre
sented the interests committed to their
care. Editor Clinton being a stranger
to the confersnce a great deal of anxiety
was evinced by the brethren to hear him
talk. H!s speech on the night of the
third day's session was a masterly pre-
sentation of unanswerable arguments on
the moral, soocial, ladustrial, educational
and religious progress of the race, and
the triumphant maroh of Zion Method-
ism, The speech which was interspersed
with homorous illustrations was logioal
impressive and eloquent, and kept the
conference and large congregation spell-
bound for over one hour.

. Bishop T. H. Lemax, the grand and

much and struggled so hard and heroloal-

intelligence of the lay representatives, | |
poth male and female, - Anmong thess lay |
delegates were persons who own very| ..
valuahle property reaching figures that| .

Editor. The eunlogistio manner in whish}:

venerable bishop who has suffered so|

oonddmhnlmttoahul&hﬂl ollida

men without regard #0 their rank;, hence 1, Af '

the enviable esteem in wmph;-ﬂ with our noble ‘bishops live long to son-
by them. One of the most pleasing | tinne the good work for God and the
features about the cenference waathejrace.

'OUR"AFRICAN LETTER.

: Mr, Editor, friends, readers and son-
mection, It hasbeen some time singe

but tlnn has boan lall hud things oc-

ourred sinoe you saw me last (I mean'in
THE StAm oF ZioW). Satan throngh
wioked men and women; became preju-
dice to us and work, tried to destroy us
and work, but some how . we manage to
‘hold out.” Don’t ynderstani-me %o say
all Brewerville por - all Zien members |
rosenp in thet fight sginst us. 'No! All
fsmot in. it; only, a part'of Zion ‘mem-
bérs henoe thllallmh came.out in opm
rebellion 1n the later partof 1890. There-
fore the battle has been hof till late.

' Whl ‘e this Im‘bol.lloul party tried to
usurp’ “the 'superintendents position,
whether or no, and’ tried to' do away
with the law and usages of aur discipline
in making presiding elders, &o., and the
gound root of -this thought we were get

ting $1,000 a yesr, - After. frylng every
{imaginable way here in lying and slan-

dering, sud sowing disoension, so as {o
mhhlu_ come to their unlawfal plans;
after all their threats, ‘etc, and finding
he would not sucoomb.’ Then writes a
ifiemnd slanderer to the board of Bishops.
Right on the back of this, at his absence
sues me for my own properiy, a table
which he had made out of his own hard
earnsd money.

:These are some hard thinge, and cause
ine to be in thres lawsults, three menths

our
inthom

loves Bishep Lomax as dutiful and grate-
ful children love a father. :

While the speeches, ssrmons, musical
and literary exercises which character
ized the conference interested their hun
dreds of visitors who attended daily.
The part in which the ministers were
most interested was the reading’ of 'ap-
pointments, or rather *disappoinimenta’
for such it was to & great many of the
brethren. To say that Bishop Pettey
“gwept things” and turned appointments
almost “topsy turvy,” is to put itin the
very mildest terms. Those who wanted
did not get, those who gof did notexpect
and those got left. But as we all know
that Bishop Pettey rarely make a mistake
in his appointments and that he makes
them with an eye single to the building
up of the kingdom of Christ and the
success of Zion. We received what he
gave us thankfully and resorted to work
with renswed zeal and more energy.
There are five Presiding elder’s dis
triots in this conferemoe, - The first pre-
sided over by Rev. A. B.Smyer; the sec-
ond by Rev. Willlam Spencer; the third
by Rev. F. A. Clinton; the fourth by
Rev. Edward Hunter andt‘ho fifth by the
writer. There are s large number of | the
oirouits and mission churches through-
out the districts; the largest and most
infilaential stations are located at Mobile,
Selma, [uscaloosa, Demopolls, Besse-
mer and Birmingham all in charge of
able, competent and God-fearing men.
The Mobile churches membe:  runs
up into the thousands. The Birmingham
church in charge of Rev. A, J, Warner,
better known as the “Swamp Augel” is
destined to be one of theleading church-
es in the connection, for what Br, War-
ner cannot do in church work Tt is nse,
less for any one else to fxry. He

lﬂp.ﬂﬁ&tmwmoﬁ
all, but with his usual vigor, indomitabla

sucoeeded in nnlh. 1% the
.ohuuhutho clw.-

lyhphntﬂubmdmum

the delight of the brethren, all of whom | HBUSILY,"

M
¢che ohurch absolutely ‘without member-| The st
it, no seats, in faot hardly any chureh st | b
will and earnest mnmum

launnuﬂm. ultilthblo,lmkhg

‘wickednes to snother, Mmhrm
kind cf law; wait for nothlag, and did
pot only suejms, but ja gentleman whom
Elder asked to assist me in affairs, shuuld
I need any. The law of this country is
—and I belleve it Is the law in other
olyilised countries—that a man is re-
sponsible to some extent. I had not killed
any one nor stolen any thing, but teach
ing peacably; when I came to any thing
hers pomes & daunken constable sbout
dark with a writ"summoniug me toap-
pear before a justice of the peace, April
29, 1892, about my own table.

But . that party took all the laws.
{ohurch members) and put them under a
bushel; knowing that they .had already
sent my busband 6,000 miles on les and
slander and theught to kill and bury me
while he was away. But the quarterly
oourt in June took the bushel off, and
brought them' somewhat to their senses.
And thanks be to God, these psople see-
ing how Elder had worked here and how
they hiad sent him away; also knewing
how I had labored too, breught many
friends to me. 'I'Iulduotnlnhm‘a
wifé at his sbsente aroused the public
sentiment,

Thét party did not write only agaiost

the superintendent, but sagainst me.

They told the board, how they had called
& public meeting, that Thursday, order
ing every male snd female, belonging to
this church to oome ‘out. Their object
was to say who they secognized .as their
preacher, and <to make & preacher—all
over the superin‘endent’s head; not only
80, but breaking the law and nsage of
ohurch nut socording to Methodism. As
they ordered all to come out oni that day,
about 30.0sme, I'and superintendent in-
-oluded. mwmwmw
ilﬂtlld.ﬂllnllu, ‘t«n wwhod:

inw

pemdhmﬁopapu antul

.anhtw obioeturm

i-w mmuu M -ieﬂ-uﬂmmm all this, after all Nlla!tf

openoﬂmm' .ﬁt

tendants llu, nmthq m
such talk, the way these
and ‘roated, ‘iﬁmeh !nﬁiolut g
aud seems if they Had plokets
they came runnidg (o the church,
they gave the alarm snd broke np
mesting.

This breaking np of nuathl._h th
growth of the two law stits inlast: 8 AT
Seals the oharch several times and st
But G>d was for us, and they got bekfen
agaln. - Now write a paper to the sup
intendent saying they did not reogsl
nothlng he did; such folly and assux
tiou they stated; also a }ist of names ghd
many were | rorgod. lots of - childpe
names, (children and pro'bltim
not eligibla to voieon church
you know) but this they did soae to by
& majority.

Oae of the local preachars -m his
paper separate from the gthers, saying
to the superintendent ‘T am a polished
man of God untouched; uutarnished,”
&o. “Descon of A, M. E Z. charch

Now they leave us and go about a mile
and & half in the country to worship.
About June their oaptain leaves lem
and joins the Bethel or A. M. E. church.

The Board of Bishors calls the super-
intendent and he leaves in July. Thin
party-returos and says they had s lqfter
from the Board of Bisoops to the
members aud tske who they waated.dor
their preacher. The reseiving of “ﬂlll
letter puts them ano degree
into discord, degrading, misleading and
decleving whom they could. = &

As they did before, wro'e another

hol@xxo'mm ‘also met: ‘E' I8

God in Zion ewpecially when it

and sue, It is high time for that manto

fight his best. Good Lord have mercy

upon such mean degrading, contemptible,
- Now afterall this rebellious and destruc-

ion, most of the ring-"eaders of that re-
- | be'lious party snd some of their followers

are gone to the Bethel or A.M.E. church
here, who are now trying to build up their
church. BSurely when they get the strug

| glers, degraders and law-breakers, out of

the other churches, the other churches will

P-{ have joy, peace and prosperity.

This must ke & time of cleansing puri
fylng and thess 1eft will rebuild Zion,go
‘on rejoicing, giving praise to God.

From what I see of some of the bishops
writings, and hear, locks like they are
complaining of work movingslow, nothing
done. With all due respeet, if they wounld
bt ca'l up the financisl record, and there

‘se® wha! has been done for A frican miesion

and wo:kers., Also see bow this humble
work emerged throogh financial drowners,
from the very first. All these b amks ars
certainly staring. As for me, I thank the
general conference of 1892 for the $10.34
and the §s8.50 that was sent on superin
tendent’s salary (for so the lettr said) but
afterwards I learned it was fur me. This
$19.34, $43.50, $6284 isall [ have had
workirg the five years hers. Burely there
is no reasonable ground for complaining.
It certainly takes oil t» make a machine

| ran without friction; and in soms things,

kind words and good wishes will not buy,
it takes the money or no go.
‘What sha'l bs done for those scholars

to the magistrate that the 'ﬂ'ln;w
not the Elder's n-r mine either and had
not given any one a recelpt on our prop-
erty. They did not tell the board that
among thelr eargo were liguor men who
thought, said and did as they pleased. |
It is bad enough for eommon people to
deal in liquors, but when Jt comes to
miinisters who are also teachers, 7 tell
you the devil has & high seat in such
hearts. Offering the Bible to the mem-
beis with their left hand and the devil
with their right hand. Can these men
turn their brethren from their drinking
habits when they sell it t> them ?

" They did not tell the board how I had
beo. me responsible for -$30.50 worth of
books for their children so tha% they
could have a chance of buying before
tha others bought them all and how hard
[ had tried to grade the sshool, how
kind the merchant was to wait on them.
I never recelved a ‘oent. ‘They had all
benefits; and what a flourish the school
was enjaying, and of the 14 or 15 young
folks converted in 1800, all added to our
ohurch. Right on the back of this they!
brought about this rebellion. Aleo how
[ had gone 14 miles In one direction and
10 in another to beg micuney for our new
charch, realized whenall collpoted $25
in ‘eloth, cash and  Liberlan ocurremocy,
and how warm hearted the friends who
gave. And I have the pleasure to say,
Prof, B. E. Smith, ex-Minister gave $5.
cash, also visited eur school and was
p:uent at the examination. - Thought
we were doipg- well under our ﬂlllﬂll
embar-sssment. Even sf ¢r the by

of this money some one told alh,uld
was to ge: members to join the
lodge, and had got two of the worst per-
‘sons in Monrovia. If this had been true
1 should’ mot. have been ashamed of a

fands for the chureh,

/ uhulm: tth to;otnui;h.nhr

Vi b ilﬁql’. = :I o : . . ~
| accordiogly we have labored wnder that

‘reso’n-ion, ha-e some waiting now, would
have had the six had it not beem for that
stir.

As God remembers us and gives us
means and supprt, why not we remem-
ber others? BSuppose we mention a fow
of our conneotional financial plans and|
@rop first on Childrens Day; second, on
Ladies Home and Foreign Missionary
Boclety; third, Ewter Sunday; fourtb,
Afrioan Mission Day. The three former
are now much thought of, but the latter
and I hope none the least, is tucked
away. Ob, those blanks [ see, now-and
-then a work; what I see in the Sran,
and some of the annual conferences of
last year, and previous ones, Oh, those
blanks I see on reports on African Mis-
siom Day. Jasmes Olty, Jomes Chapel,
Clinton Chspel and St Peter, I did not
see you on¢ bit; tLose blanks will kill
me. I thought you loved me and Africa

We shall leave you a bit and turn om
that big chureh in Philadelphia, where
the largest organ in the connoetion, It
um,mmammhohu
and show that the chuarch is looking for
grand and high muale, I imagine the or-
ganist must think be is in the heavenly
land; when all, ohorister, choir and con-
gregation jyin in one solid sound of
praise whose wvoloes aasisted by that i,
strament, sounds like distant thunder,
and forget you are yet on earth,

8o : :

I am notat all envious of your organ

I like to sesohristian competion and wish

is finished, but not 2 costly as that, for

and

come Inall 1 1
| You ﬂ““"ﬂﬁﬁl !n-

* The.eare some hard things. Now on|on th

h&mm

_lillt.lwn-.ﬂnnﬂt

'hw:mmmmmmh' :

we need the most frue lron hearted |
, and ohurohes Bi- |

m
bhunibnh,iﬂlm &-m:-

Mﬂnr.lfmmluhdh ‘help your
poor cohildren do hdpm,mhgp

mem
lohhihn,lmt
South and

the A Ms,and B Ds, will be pucking
up for African Mission, and John Bull,
(s term for African fever) will not be s

much dreaded.
1 hope there is no sore headed brother

or sister will grunt at me, and T
Cartwright wants too muoch; and tf

men are aftermoney. Nwhtbofﬂd
all these blanks, figures and sacrifice,
say that I need & donation; 1t uyhﬁ'

without the means, and surely you do
not intend to kill me on premises, bary
me with sympathetic words. Poor
Sister died in that Dark Oon-
#00 her In the resurrec

are hore and here to stay. You, do mot

intend to kill us thus; sad remember,

“Othersheep I have not of this hll."

and the word Is,

“Go work.in my vineyard thec's pl-enty
todo,

The harvest is great and the laborers
are few;

&.wmmnmmm
This government I learn will give 100
mdlﬂdﬁtlﬂﬂmd‘h
these & medical building, then we shall{ oo
need M .Ds. '

We want to go down deeply for thena-
ﬂm(lmmmuﬁu

| we bad one for onr new church when i¢|and

this field, as they do mow, and some of |

hard, nevertheless, I am just teliing yon |
the truth and my neéd. Can we prosper | deed

Ml;ﬂﬁlllﬂdlm.ndm

lﬂtd“qm' to' prealds over

.‘ -:.".h:.q:l'. -..I-
.‘M -Dans Iama
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mmﬁ_ﬁomdmm

“".MMnﬂw
ing its forces so that sucoess is sure, Dr
mhhlldmmm knows no

;‘l’umam A M E Zion church,

‘l‘blilim mmm
tion of  this church was the largest of

7t any shurch in the cily. Rev Anderson

is the !Jerry Washington of the confer-
ence. 3
At Now Albany, Ind., just across the
the river, Rev J B Irvia Is stationed.
Rev Irvin Ia sucoeeding nicely, and is
loved by his peopls,

The Ladies National  Board

: Advisory
in the Interest of the Madisonville High
8ahool, presided over by Mrs Washing-
tom is doing a great work. Mrs Washing-
ton is interested in the cause of eduea-
tion, and a better selection could not
have beem made. mua.*..
the late Mrs Amanda I

R T Anderson fs swmtioned. He al--
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