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THE SEALED V0!

A New Year’s Sermon Delivered By
The Rey. L. G. Hemphill, P, E.

WHAT BOOK 18 1T ?

And I saw in the right hand of him that

sat on the throne, a book written within and
on the ba.cku‘de, sealed with seven seals,
Rew, 5:1.

We are to contemplate to- day. my
brethren, a very curious subject which is
infinitely more important than curious.
It is the sealed volume of which our
text speaks; a volume written by God,
replete with the most thrilling informa-
tion, and yet not read and published, but
on the eve of publication, for heaven is
-opened, God is seated on his throne, and
His volume, now ready to be! unfolded,
is seen in His hand.

What book is this whose pages are
about to be read? It is not the book of
nature, for that is nol sealed, “The
heavens declare the glory of God, and
the firmament showeth His handiwork.
Day unto day uttereth speech, and night
unto night showeth knowledge.” Tt is
not the book of Revelation, for that is
not sealed. ‘‘Search the Scriptures, for
in them ye think ye have elernal life
and they are they which testify of me.”
It is not the book of Fate for there is no
such book, but it is the book of Divine
Providence, the book of the future. Itis this
book which we are to consider to day—
not to read it, but in view of its being
read; for though we cannot read it to-
day, we shall read it hereafter. It is
proper that we should consider it to-day,
because to-day we stand upon the thres-
hold of a New Year.

The book of Providence is the record
of the divine purpose and plans with re-
spect to the government of the world
for all time. * OF this great volume I pro-
pose with due caution and reverence to
ohserve,

1. That it is thoroughly prepared, com-
plete. You remember that it was writ-
ten on the inside and the outside. It
had ne blank spaces in or upon it. This
is a remarkable fact, and it shows
us that every event in Lthe future is per-
fectly known to God, and that his own
purposes and plans are deliberately
adopted. Thereis no foture with Him.
For “one day is with the Lord as a thou-

aad years, and a thousand years as one
day.” As we see what is passing before
.us at this moment, in this house, g0
God sees, perfectly, at one glance, what
pasges in the whole universe from be-
ginning to end. Nothing, therefore,
can take Him by surprise nor frustrate
His designs. As one who writes a book
knows its contents, so He, who is infi-
nitely wise, knows absolutely what is
contained in the book of Providence,
and that beok contains everything in
the history of the world.

2. Inasmuch as it is the book of Di-
vine Providence it has a perfect record
of future events. Without the possibility
of knowing times, places, persons and
circumstances, ' we may @ generalize
some of its contents. It contains an ac-
curate account of the duration and
the end of the world, of all the future of
the Church, of all the resolutions of na-
tions, of all the changes in the face of
nature, of all the actions and events of
human lifs, of all the births and deaths of
human beings and of all the destinies of
the wicked and the righteous. These,
we know, it must contain. They are all
written, and are all known to God.
This shows what a solemn and awfual
register that book is.

8. The book of Divine Providence is
authentic. We know who its Author is
before it is opened and read. We see it
inthe Author’s possession. John saw it
in “the right hand of him that sat on
the throne.” Wecan not only identify
it a8 the book of God, but we. recognize
His authority to prepare and to_publish
it. Providence js as much the work of
God as nature and redemption are, and
bears as truly the stamp of His eternal
majesty. The world is not left to
chance, Its évents are not accidents.
History Is not a fortuitous series of con-
secutive incidents. It is the result of
infinite intelligence superintending the
affairs of voluntary beings, and its evolu-
tions carry along with them an accumu-
lating proof of the presence. and power
of God’s right hand arrangmg and con-
trolling their issues,

4. The book of Divine valdenca is
full of mysteries. It was !‘Sealed with
Seven Seals.” Important as its con-
tents must be, and conscions as we are
that they concern’ ourselves,
they are known only to God. The
secrets of that volume are immpenetrable

in adysnce. No finite intelligence can

Shscertain them, or reveal them to us.
" The *Seven Beals” symbolize the inscru-
lity of Providence. - Its inaccessibil-
farther shown by the following

ent (verse 3): “And no man in

n, nor in earth, neither under the

was able to open the book, neith-

look theéreon.” The inhabitants

ven, exalted as they are, do not

iend the mysterlen of Provi-

The inhabitants of earth, though

! ve tried their utmost skill, can-

! the futare., The devils,

_ ange!s,cnznot read the

alone under-

ments, foreb)dings of it. Our temporal,
oureternal, 11l are in the future. Oh!
how earnestly do we wish to know what
will happen o-morrow, next week, this
year, years t)» come. We study sclence,
the past; si(ns, but no response falls
upon the ear no ray of light relieves the
sight. Al issilent as death, all is dark
as the shads of night. The depth of
the desire of humanity to pry into the
mysteries o the future is pathetically
expressed hy the apostle who witnessed
the failure t¢ read the Providential book
Said he, “I *rept much, becanse no man
was found worthy to open and to read
the book, ne ther to look thereon.”

6. In the midst of this absoluteignor-
ance of the f iture, of this impenetrable,
oppressive darkness, there is one source
of unspeaka'ile, unbounded congolation
to us, that th e book of Divine Provigence
according to the merciful dispensation
of God the Father, has passed for us sin-
ners into thy hand of Jesus Christ Hie
Son and ovr Mediator. He is able to
read it; and He alone is worthy to re-
ceive it in Hur behalf. “He came and
took the bock out of the right hand of
Him that sat upon the throne.” And so,
my brethren the whole Providential gov
ernment of this world is in the hande
and under  he administration of “‘the
Lambéthat vas slain for us.” While he
is “‘the only begotton Bon of Ged,” He
is our brotier, our Deliverer on the
throne,” at the right hand of the Majesty
on high.! 'We can leave all events io
the hands of Him who *“‘bore our sins in
His body on the tree.” This isour con-
solation anc it is the joy of the whole
earth, When the book passed into the
hands of fesus, the exualiation was
overwhelmi g (verses 8-14). Blindand
stupid as we are, we can well
afford to leave the mapagement of all
our interest | in the hands of our ascend-
ed Lord. /.nd in this, we should re-
joice. It it infinitely better that they

should be ttere, than we should know
them oursel res.
7. This s:aled book will be gradually

unfolded. [t was written to be ulti-
mately read to be seen, studied and
finally unde¢rstood. 1. The events of
Divine Providence are not known unti
they take place, and they never have
becn, excep . to prophets. Their occur-
rence is to 1s the page itself which we
read. It is then that the sealis brcken,
and we disc yver what was written in Lhe
book, (2.) These events traunspire to us
by the agen:y of that Saviour who re-
ceived the book for us. He not only
prevailed tc receive it, bul breaks the
seals. The events of life are thus dealt
out to us, ad it is our duty to recognize
the hand of Christ in them. (3.) These
events in he hands of Jesus Christ
transpire (iuccessively. They do not
all come at once. Each has its time
and place. There isa plan and there is
order in Diine Providence. The book
had seven sials, and these seals enclosed
seven folds and each of these seven
folds contained its own catalogne of
events. We learn also that the seals
were broke 1 at intervals oncafter anoth-
er, unlil thi: last compartment of the
book revea ed the last recorded transnc-
tions. Itii so with the course of Divine
Providence, toward the world, toward
the Churcii, toward individuals, Its
movements are wisely distributed with a
view to thz divine glory and human
goud acco'ding to our necessity and
ability, an(, they continue in a regular

series until the work of Providence shall
be fulfilled,
8. The ook of Prondcuce will be

finally anc. fully unsealed. Not only
will all it eontents be realized in the
history of :he race, but they will all be
intelligible when read in the light of
eternity. Allthe events of the Divine
Governme 1t will be vindicated to the
reason of 10ankind, and will extort the
universal commendsation: *“Great and
marvelous are thy works, Lord God Al-
mighty. Justand true are thy ways,
thou Kinj; of Saints.” And what will
be the mo: t wonderful of all conclusions
will be the perfect agreement between
the three ;ireat books of God—the books
of Nature, of Revelation and ef Provi
denice. All three of them will be the
history of God Himself,

Let us i nprove this gubject to-day.

(1.) TEis first Babbath of the year re-
minds us f the darkened future which
lies befor» "us. The experience of the
past shed: no light upon it., It is full of
events, bt t we know not what they are.
Many thiigs will befall ourselves, onr
families snd our friends, but we know
them not, The whole is a sealed vol-
ume, seal :d with “seven seals.” It is
well that God has concealed this knowl-
edge fron . us. Could we attain it we would
not be lenefited by it. It would en-
hance ne ther our happiness nor our vir-
tue. If some of those seals were broken
to usto-Cay, we could not endure the
sight. V'e pray God to fold up the
volume a8 zain, We shall witness them

foll soon  Let usnot indulge in painfal
appreher sion.
2) Tae solemnity of the fature is

greatly i icreased by the present condi-
tion of the country. Dismal shadows
flit betor > us. The state of public affairs
does not seem to improve. The future,
in this respect, is® not cheering., The
old greet (ng of friendship and hope even

Yurhllmndammkory Those

appears unseasonable, A Happy New

BI_BLICAL EPISCOPACY

Distinetive Orders: Samming Up The'
Evilences Regarding It.

BY BISHOF C. C. PETTEY, A. M, D. D,

LETTER X0, 5.

I do not believe in the parity of the
minjstry. Bro. Bloice said in his first ar-
ticle that our Lord “created no distinc-
tion in the ministry of those whom He
called to preach.”

From the very beginning Bro. Bloice
seems to have directed his arrows at
our own Church polity; and could he
substantiate his' above assertion, and
that the Apostles commissioned by Ohrist
recognized no distinction in the order of
the ministry, Zion in common with all
other Ohurches -?havtng' the Episcopal
form of government would be found
baseless, nnwarranted as the work of
self-aggrandizing men, and without
seriptural support left unprotected to
the fusillade of our enemies. Counld [
believe it, I would exclaim to the watch-
men on the towers of Zion, “Oome down
from thy watch, for the treasure thou
zuardest is valueless, and thine orders
clandestine.” ButI thank Godthat this
is not true, for theold Bhip ‘of Church

as launched by our fathers is ironclad
and eafe.
I never knew the full extent of my

love for Zion and her Episcopal polity
until one of her own sons turned his
battery against her very foundations.
To me, this is a very serious matter. I
am not writing to gain public notorlety;
but as a steward of the Lord @nd a ser-
vant of my Church, I feel it to be my in-
dispensable duty to defend my Chureh,
together with the polity established by
the Apostles and Fathers, and “bear wit-
ness to the trath.” “For this cause”’
said Jesus, when standing before Pilate's
bar, “came I into the world.”

Let us sum up the evidences regarding
distinctive orders in the ministry. See
Luke 10: 1 “*After these things, the Lord
appointed other seventy also; and sent
them two and two before his face into
every city and place whither he himself
would come.”” In the revised version it
reads thus—"“Now after these things, the
Lord appointed seventy others and sent
them two and two,”" ete.

Norton's translation reads thus—“Af-
ter this the Master selected sevenly
others also,’’ etc. The literal interpre-
tation as I find it in the Hellenistic
Greek is “Now after these thinge the
Lord appointed seventy olhers also,"'—
using the Greek word anedeizen (appoint-
ed) and apesteilen autous (sent them.)

Bro. Bloice in his last article referring
to the ordination of the Apostles says
the word “‘epoiesen” in Mark 8 : 14 also
means “‘to appoint.”” Then these eeven-
ty like the twelve were appointed with
ont any distinction as to orders, ac-
cording to Bro Bloice's Lranslation. He
reminds , me of a three-year-old child
which came into my study the other day
with a pictorial primer in its hands, and
looking at the pictures, said a b ¢, cow;
abe, horse; a be, dog;ab e, bird, cte
S0 with Bro. Bloice. Epoiesen means
to appoint, anedeixen means to appoint
and apesteilen means to appoint, All
these Greek words seemingly look alike,
and mean the same to him.» Now take
the word epoiesen from poico which will
bear twenty or more renditions: (1) 1t
means to make, create, build, construct.
(2) To compose. (8) To create, ete., ete.
So with all of these words they are capa-
ble of many renditions  Bro. Bloice or
any one who can read Greek at all could
separate these words from the several
contexts and so translate them into his
ideal harmony as to destroy every mean-
ing that they mow have in the New
Testiment Scriptures and thus build for
himself a distinct and independent sys-
tem of theology. Too much of this has
already been practiced by selfish men;
some trying to air their scholastic attain-
ments and others endeavoring to. shield
their erroneous denominational dog-
mas. Inorder to translate these words
50 as to give them the meaning intended
by the authors of the Greek texts, each
passage should be translated with an eye
to the mind and spirit of the author
which alone is found in the context; and
a8 regards the full meaning of these
words, I think I might add that it would
be necessary to study the conduct and
practice of the Apostles who used them.

Tle Greek language is more flexible
than the English and this is the reason
why -infidels and skeptics can prove
Biblical discrepancies.  They select
passages, place their own construction
thereon without any regard for the con-
text, apparently making the Bible lie.
Ttis very strange thatall of the various
denominations, (Qunakers and the like
excepted,) wiih their learned Doctors of
Divinity, recognize an ordination
a8 necessary to constitute the
ministry, and then find some af these
same learned men who have received
these orders arguing against the ordina.
tion of the Apostles. Are we charged
with greater responsibilities than they?

For the sake of argument, I- will
accept of the Apostles being} simply ap-
pointed (and mnot ordained) if Bro.
Bloice will agree that his ordination ss
an elder wn sinmly an appahmt by

Beptuagint ‘Greek. Tllllk you, Bm
'Bloioe. this makes it milch better. Pe-
"ter then doubtless hud a l.bomgh
knowledge of both [ the
Septuagint in which ke ke, and the
Hebrew from which it translated,
In speaking of ﬂmu the vacancy of
Judas, he said, "Iﬁ tasi - Episcopain
awtou labot heteros.)’ (Anl - bishopric
let another take.) Pétdl| here uses the
word Episcopain nfgw_ﬁz sty the office;
then it fellows that man- who filled
the Episcopain musth bnn an Epis-
copos.

Once, again Bro. BI
retire with Peter
matter.

s T ask you to
d straighten this

[0 noomiii':ﬁ]

Newbern, N. €.~ | fi

YONKERS (N. ¥.) NOTES.
BY SARAH E. {:LIV!B.

Mr. Editor: It ha{ been a long
time since I have hadithe pleasure of
writing to the S8TAR 0i'Zior. As our
church and Sunday-sthool have not
been reported in some'time, I would
like to tell you th a faw words how
Zion is getling along in Yonkers.

Under the efficient pastorate of our
most worthy pastor, Rev. W. H.
Newby, I can truly eay that our
church is improving spiritually -and
finaneially. The metabership is also
increasing. We have with us now
one of Zion's most enthusigstic Chris-
tians to help Rev. Newrby in the revi-
val meetings which liegan’ on New
Year's night. 1 imajiine when the
members and friends of the Virginia
Conference read the namé of Rev.
Edeny, of Franklin, Va., they will
know of the power we have among us
in Yonkers, N. Y. I hav@ heard of
his being a great singer, bit when I
heard him, I did not 'vonder that any
one could not express in words the
real charm of his mus cal falent.

We have had him v/ith s only one
night, but the imprission which he
made upon both Christians and ginners
is wonderful, and sinrers will not -be
able to resist his pc werfal singing
and preaching long, | :

We bad with us Sunday night,
Bishop A. Walters who preached a
most beautiful and eloquent sermon,
I say beautiful, becanze it gs the ad-
jective best fitted to describe if, as
everything in it pertained to sublime
beauty.

Now a word about the Sanday-
achool, and I am thrcugh. Itisina
progressive conditior. On the 2nd
of December the Surday-school gave
a very nice concert, md through the
efforte of the supenntendent who
was assisted by the teachers, it proved
a success. Werealiztd enough money
to give a Christmas sar instead of &
Ohristmas tree, which was quite a
novelty in ‘Yonkers. as many had
never seen any befor:, and everybody
was very much pleasad wikh it. Each
member was made happy with a pres-
ent off the Star, . The exercises were
very interesting anc. enjoyed by a
large congregation.

On Sunday afternvon the Sunday-
school enjoyed a very instructive and
impressive address by :Bishop A.
Walters, which I sm sure all who
heard it will never forget.

The Odd Fellow's Lodge of Tuske-
gee, Ala., appointed J. Williams, W.
P, Frasier and W. N. Chambliss a
committee to extemil thauks to the
kind, studions, thoightful and elo-
quent B, M. Gudgsr for the noble
sermon he preachel to them the
second of May. The ;&lge prom-
ised to heed his alviceand make
glad his heart in the neap future by
giving him something that none of us
would refuse.

i

Miee Frances Vickers, of Key
West, Fla,, writes: 'Ouar pastor, Rev.
G. W. Maize, B. D. is doinga good
work here. Zion iz alive; Oar Sab-
bath-school is prosg srous under Sup-
erintendent Isaac Y Mugray. Our
Woman's Day service isgthe third
Sabbath in this motth. #Ths young
ladies will take an setive p

We love to read th) spagkling Srar.
We love our gmt%w ?h

THE SEVEN KOU'NTAIHS

The Life More Abundan! Ilnstrated By
Bible Mountains.

V. D. DAVID, TAMIL BVANGRLIST OF INDIA,

I will now take up the subject of “the
hife more abundant,” illustrating this
truth by pointing out Seven Mountains
which will give you a clear idea of God's
teaching in His Word o this very im-
portant subject.

~FIRBT MOUNTAIN: MT. SINAT,

This typifies the law i God. Every
sinner must come to th¢ experience of
this mountain before he goesany further.
Whea the Spirit of God tonvicts a man
of his sing by His law, he sees the

experiences the flames and emoke of Mt.
Sinsi. He sees the true photograph of
his heart, and he finds that nothing in
the world can satisfy hini. He realizes
the condemnation iesting on his head,
and he cries ont “What shall I do to be
saved *" (Acts 16:30) To know the
true God and His Son Jesus Christ is
life eternal, “And this is life etermal,
that they may know the:, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, vvhom thou hast
gsent.,” (John 17:3)
Friend, did you visit this mountain
when you were convicte'l of your sins?
Was this your experience? Perhaps you
did not see yourself a great sinner; but
did not you see that you were a lost
sinner and going to hell" Did not you
see Lhat you were wrong in the sight of
God? That is the first wountain visited
by every sinner convictel of his sinfal-
ness by the Bpirit of (tod. “And he,
when he iz come, will convict the world
in respect of sin, and o' righteousness,
and of judgment.” (R.'V. John 16:8.)
BECOND MOGNTAIN: MT. CALVARY,
This represents the grace of God, When
the Spirit of God convicts a man of his
sin and shows Lim tue need of a Bavior,
then he is brought face o face with Mt
Calvary where he sees Jesus crucified. In
Him he finds pardon for L is sins and peace
within. Calvary was the place where
God's justice and mercy met together,
That is, judgment was passed upon Je-
sus, apd the door of mercy was opened
to every sinner that repimteth. “Mercy
and truth are met together. Righteous-
ness and peace have kissed éach other.”
(Ps. 85:10.) The Spiril of God shows
him very clearly what Christ has done
for him, and how God laid his sins on
Him on the tree, (“Who his own sell
bare our sins in his o'vn body on the
tree, that we, being deail to sins, should
live unto righteousness: by whose stripes
ye were healed,” I Peter 2:24), and how
he can find pardon for Lis sins and have
“peace with God." He sees that all of
his sins were laid on Christ, and now he
knows that he has “pasised from death
unto life.”” (I John 8:1¢) He sees very
clearly that his sins were laid on Jesus,
and cannot be laid on him again. Chriw
was punished, and he cannot be pun-
ished again. He realizes that his sips
cannot be in two places, and he believe:
what the Lord says: *‘All we like shee;j
lave gone astray; we hive turned ever)
one to his own way; and the Lord hatl
laid on him the iniquity of us all.” (Ie.
58:6) He takes Him at His word and
says: ‘‘Oh, I praise tho Lord! My gins
are laid on Jesus, Ikiow it. I seeit,
I believe it. I have it. God says iI.
Peace with God,” (Rom. 5:1.) Pardon
for all sins to whosoever believeth,
(Rom. 10:10,) *“Wilth :he heart man be-

uievuth unto righteousness.”

THIRD MOUNTAIN: MI. BEATITUDE,

The Spirit of God then takes him to
Mount Beatitude, the gchool for chil
dren who are bora of Clod. Mt, Beati=
tude- is the place whore all Christiane
must gc for their learning. It is at the
feet of Jesus. “His disciples came unto
him, and he taught them.” (Matt. 5:1.)

You may attend on? of the greatest
colleges in America ¢r elsewhere; you

.| may go under a great teacher who un-

derstands theology, Cireek, Latin -and
Hebrew; but he can ony stufl your brain
with knowledge, he cannot teach yoo
heavenly things unleas you have first been
taught- in this theolcgical class at the
feet of Jesus. This is 1)ie trouble now-a*
days. 1 do pot despiie theological sem-
inaries, nor do I despise Greek, Latin
and all that. It is a ‘rery nice thing to
have good materials; but you should
have the Tree of Lifi before you have
the Tree of Kmowlelge. Now a-days
people climb up on the Tree of Knowl-
edge and eat all i [ruits before they
get the Tree of Life. Many seminaries
are helping their pupils to know the
Tree of Knowledge and its fruits before
imparting the knowledge of the saving,
keeping and satisfylig power of the
Tree of Life. This iniproves the knowl-

their brajns; but their hearts are dissat-
isfied and " '%mpty without the Tree of
Life, Jesus, “Enoweledge pnftothnp.

(I Cor. 8:1.) It only lielps young men to
;nontothu'l‘mol]bwlbdpud'm

wrelchednens-and-misery of his-soul. He| ;o .

edge of the young sttdents and satisfies

a'-‘lovelytungtolltnﬁ. feet of Christ
on Mount Bestitude! There your Lord
teaches you all about yourselt, and all
dbout Himself, and leads you uato all
truth, i

May God help you! Firstthe Tree of
Life, and second the Tree of Knowledge
“In the midst of the street of it, and on
¢ither side of the river, was there the
tree of life, which bare twelve manner of
fruits, and yielded her Iruit every month:
and the leaves of the tree were for the |
besling of the nations.”” (Rev. 22:2)
“Learn of me; for [ am meek and lowly
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
gouls.” (Matt, 11:29,)

POURTH MOUNTAIN: MOUNT MOBIAW.

After learning more of your life at
the feet of Christ, you find the necessity
conseeration dud of ylelding your will
to Him once for all, and you are led to
Monnt Moriah; the place of conmsecra-
tion. There all your pet theories are ex-
plotled. Your Issacs are sserificed. Youn
lay everything on the altar, your nets,
boats and‘old father Zebedee as well
Then you will be willingto be anything,
to go anywhere, to sit or be gat upon, to
be called mad, fanatic, or to be hooted
at, gven to become the very dust of the
earth for Christ's sake. Many have not
found the necessity of going to Mt. Mo-
riah to yield their all, especially their
will, because they were not taught at the
feet of Christ to understand the exact
state of their inward life and the beauty
of Ohrist. This mountain represents
separation, yieldiog and cleansing, “And
he said, “Take now thy son, thine only
son Isasc, whom thon lovest, and get
thee into the land of Moriah; and offer
him there for a burnt offering upon one
of the mountains which I will tell thee
of.” (Gen.22:2) “Present your bodies
aliving sacrifice.” (Rom. 12:1,)

Have you visited this mountain? Have
you yielded your all? Have you reslly
separated yourself from all the evils of
the world, the habits of the world and
the fashions of the world? Can you
honestly say that your darling Issacs
have been sacrificed before God? Have
you really yielded your wills uncondi.

tionally, once for all? Oh, friend, until
you pass Mount Moriah, you cannot be
led to the experience of transfiguration
and to serve God. Yield all on the altar
aow! Do away with your Isaacs. Be
homest with God. Ask Him to cut you
through and through, to scrutinize your
hear:, thoughts, motives and desires.
Yield all, and believe He has accepted
it. “Ithe Lord search the heart, I try
the rains.” - (Jer. 17:10)

FIFTH MOUNTAIN: MT, HERMON.

‘The Spirit of God then leads to Mount

Hermon, the place of fransfiguration.
Che transfigured Christian is brought
face to face with Christ in His glory. All
human understandings, flesh, self-like,
\l disappear, and he sees Jesus only,
He sees Him, and wants to abide with
fHim. He does not wish to come down
from the Mount of Transfiguration. He
feels as if he wanted to put three tents
apon the mountain. He is altogether
raken up with the Lord; he forgets the
world and all the pleasures of the world.
Ae is satisfled with seeing his own Sa-
vior and adwiring His comeliness, and he
is also Iost in His beauty, and “Changed
into the same image, from glory to
glory.” - (2 Cor. 8:18.)
* Have you been transfigured? Have
vou visited this mountsin? Can you
iny you are “made to sit in heavenly
places” now (Eph. 2:6)? Are you sitting
in heavenly places now, or do you think
vou are going to get there after death?
Do you ses.anybody else, or ‘‘Jesus on-
1y" now? What is your topic when you
speak? atare your thoughts? What
is your aim ? ~ Jesus only or something
else? If not Jesus only, there is still
seif-like abodtj you. Youneed to go to
Mit. Moriah to get rid of your old man,
flesh and self. If you are on the Mount
of Tronsfignration, you see Jesus only
living in your heart. He Himself is the
power, the victory, joy and peace. You
shall always be in the spirit, and un-
broken commiunion will be your experi-
snce in life.; You will surely go from
glory to glory, seeing Jesus only. They
saw Jesus . They did not see them-
selyes, nor did they see Moses sud Eli-
jah, although they saw them first. Now
they see “no maz but Jesus only.” (Matt,
17:8.)

The trouble now in churches, meet-
ings and great gatherings is that people
seek applasuse, and almost every one
likes to be praised; but when Jesus, the
wonderful Ark of the Covenant, lives in
the heart, Dagon falls prostrate. Ish-
mael is cast out and then all glory reigns
within, Oh, what s difference will be
the result when every wa on
the Mount of"
they will lose all llg::dof ,:;-' ud all
sight of themselves, see Jesus
only. Friends, you cannot God|
until you come to this Mount of Trans-
fguration. ]

SIXTH MOUNTAIN: - MT. PIBOAN,
h Lo soe e and, (De
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Live In l[l}ll:nt.

BY REV. SYLVESTER L. aomrxm Iah

T haven't written to the STak in .
two or throe yeara. I see that Ret. -
Mr, Bloice and Rev. Mr. D,
are determined to let Zion Unnﬁ-b
tion know that they are still living.
Rev, Bloive seems to thiuk-that our
ministry is not threefold in its ordi-
nation. I hope he will bs able to
prove it, bat it looks donbéful,’ Paq-
sibly he can prove that the Trinity is .
& mere supposition, and that the
three in oue are without foundation.

Rev. M1, Davenport was pcrkqi,.
“accidently,” left off the P‘W
committee at the Bishop's rouqﬁa.
in Philadelpaia, and be ie up in
about it. He is representing ﬂ'l.
sixth episcopal district without au-
thority. He is a very brilliant
young man. Well, I believe every
man ought to make himself felt if he =
has not the ability to gather great
congregations, orgnmze and build
great churches and raise large sums -
of ‘money [or the religions and mate-
rial advancement of the church and
the people he serves. T suppose !.hey
have to do asa great many of om
men are dring—raise & row with the
men that ean do theee things.

Mr. Editor, I congratulate you up-
on the very splendid success you are
making of the STar. Yon were my
choice for edrtor hefore ihe General
Conferenc: assembled in Mobile. I
felt you were the man for the place. T
think that it can be said without re-
gard to others that you are the most
fearless and the ablest defender of ¢
the interest and reputation of the A,
M. E. Zion Church that has ever en<
tered its cfficial organ.

I suppise you have heard of the.
wonderful progress that God has
granted ua in this field of labor. Oar
church has grown from a small frame
structure o & mammoth brisk
ing, 90253, with a seating eapacityof -
about eight hundred or a thomsand,

with a lecture room, dining room, re-
neption room, pastor’s study and two
beautiful parlors. In our parlor we
can seat over 100 persons; in our
dining room over 150. Oar mem-
bership bas grown from about 70 to
800. We have an attendance from
aboat 400 to 500.
The color line is broken. Scores
of white people attend all our sery-
ices, and several have joined our
church. We have a Citizen’s Com-
mittee composed of 15 or 20 white
citizens that are known as the “Citi-.
zen's Conmittee of the A. M. E.
Zion church of Elmira; New Yo
Many of them are of the wealthieut
and most influential citizens of our
city. |This commitiee was organized
after thu great Winter revival of
1896 which resulted in the conyers
sion of over 100 white persons. In
many respects 1his is one of the
greatest churches in Zion, called the *
Douglas: Memorial A. M. E. Zion
charch. ,

Mr, Hdifor, I extend to you at
your cor venience a cordial invitation
to this the queen city of the great
State of New York.

Elmire, N. Y.

Sister Heurietta Holley, of Annis- -
ton, Aly, says: Rev. J. H. Booker, -
the right man in the right place, is
ourpnan. We havehad several ac-

cessions fo the church this year. Oor
ohnmh is flonrishing. I am one of
the young members of the charch, -
—0— B

“Different Thoughts™ is my thm
At'the day of Judgment the. m&
memory will be opened. Every man
will be nt the jodgment seaf. Hsly
Mus men have gone over the
Jordan of death leaving their marks

eands of time. To Zion to-day
p:lu are preaching, teaching,
worklsg. Ooar Zion has had many
qniknls Dr. J. M. Henderson and
bis orowd had better let Zion alone,
oux Eilitor and Bishop Walters are-




