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THE STAR OF ZION.,

THE SHADOW OF / ROCK.

BY W. C. MARTIN.
Faint and weary from the heat
And the burden of the day;
Longing for a cool retriat
ere the breezes gantly play,
Lo, I find it with the flock
Of theshepherd meek but grand,

'time_s of such a worthy precedent,
the Church has found it pre-emi-
nently profitable to continue the
combining of the qualities of
spiritual teacher and business
agentin her high official represen-
tatives. g , '
It is hardly needed to point to
this custom of the Roman Catholic

In the shadow of a rock,
In ajweary, weary land.

When the troubles of iy life

Weaken mind and crush my
heart;

Wounded in the morta: strife,
When 1, like a stricken hart,

From the turmoil and the shock,
Seek defense by God’s own hand;

Seek the shadow of a rock :
In a weary, weary land.

Often sin appears to tread
Virtue ’neath unholy feet.
“Like a green bay tree they
spread”
Who sit in the scorrer’s seat.
But, my God, when sinners mock,
Safely then I take ny stand
In the shadow of a rock,
In a weary, weary lind.
Noank, Conn.

GENERAL OFF!CERS.

CLERICAL OR LAY, WHICH?

' REV. GEO. C. CLMENT.

For some months a few very
zealous churchmen have been la-
boriously attempting' to impress
the public that the Church in gen-
eral, and the A. M. E. Church in
particular, is not giving proper offi-
cial recognition to the able laymen
who| form such a very large ma-
jority of church membership.
They claim that clergymen receive
the general offices to the injustice
of the laity.

Permit us to ask is the Church a
temporal organizaticn, a business
institution conducted primarily
for the material interests of stock-
holders? We think not. And to
prove the contrary we introduce the
long continuous policy of our Sa-
vior. It was a part of the burden
of His mission to de:lare His king-
dom a spiritual institution. It is
clearly evident that the bitter an-
tagonism of worldy-minded Jews
would have ceasec. the moment
Christ set apart numnerous big of-
ficial positions with lucrative sala-
ries as necessary to carry on the
(lertainly there
would have been no dearth of
would-be reformers and reformed
to espouse His cause for some of
these same big\gen2ral offices.

But no, thé¢ Chirch has never
purported to furnish a job to bus-
iness ‘‘unfortunates.” Instead of
offering easy places, we are ad-
monished to exercise the utmost
self-sacrifice and fo surrender all
for Christ’s sake. True, a living
and a reward are promised, but
only to him who serves for the
spread and glory of the Church.

|The obhject of the Church, and
nf‘lecessarily the onject of all her
departments and phases of work,
as well, is to save souls. All else is
secondary. The Churchis a business
corporation ounly so far as it uses
temporal means in the expeditious
promulgation of the gospel. Now
who can best serve in the two-fold
office of temporal agent and spirit-
dal adviser and exponent? This
question so far as we can learn
was first asked by the Apostles at
Jerusalem, and answered by the
Jots cast to choose Philip and his
companions to the deaconate. What
were they? Simple laymen? No,
mighty minister; of the Word—
preachers of the gospel of Christ,
as the convertecl Eunoch of Can-
dice can well testify. And from the

Church, not. only the largest

{branch of the Christian family,

'ibut also one of the wealthiest and

mightiest religions organizations
of the world. We want to ask all
who doubt the wisdom of employ-
ing clergymen to fill the general
offices of the Church, to study the
policy of the great M. E. Church
of this country. Who dares to de-
ny the wealth and power of that
body? A wonderful record of
evangelization and an equally
marvelous material prosperity
have characterized the M. E.
Church; and her institutions have
always been largely, if not alto-
gether, managed by preachers.
The great Book Concern has flour-
ished under clerical control.
Schools have ministers at the head
them, and filling many of the pro-
fessorships, while Church pa-
pers are edited and managed by
active clergymen. The result we
have already stated—thehigh spir-
itualization of her membership
and the possession of more pres-
tige than any other Church of the
land.

But they say, that is all well
enough for other Churches, still, it
will never do for our Zion to so
act. We must leave the well-
proven path, disregard the expe-
rience of centuries, take the lead
(backward) among others. In oth-
er words, whatever has been es-
sential to the success of all other
stronger and older Churches, is
superfluous to Zion. Ours must be
theChurch of progressaggressively
treading:a path that must surely lead
to bogs and quicksands. We find
this morbid desire to be ahead, at
present so often expressed, will
ultimately entangle us and irrepar-
ably inqury our great Church.

Lastly, when annual Confer-
ences are to be informed and in-
spired, when the doctrines of the
Church are to be declared or de-
fended, when the all important
work of soul-saving must be done,
who can best serve the Church in
a general official capacity, a cler-
gyman, trained in the phases of
the work, or a layman, recom-
mended solely by his good busi-
ness ability? The answer comes
of itself. The people, so touchingly
represented by certain good breth-
ren, want the Church advanced,
and are not clamoring for this
so-called lay representation. Who
can best conduct the general work
to the glory of God isthe question,
and not how shall we divide the
salaried places.

Charlotte, N. C.

WOMAN'’S CONVENTION.

The Woman’s Home and Foreign
Missionary Convention of Western N.
Carolina Conference of the African
Methodis Episcopal Zion Church will
hold its second annual meeting in Clin-
ton Chapel, Charlatte, N. C., July 7-11,
1898. The meeting will open the 7th at
8 p. m. Friday, the 8th, at 8 p. m,
there will be a missionary contest by
four young ladies selected from each
district. The ministers will please see
that a good active delegate from each
circuit and station be present to repre-
sent the work. Each friend who expect
to attend the Convention will notify
Mrs. M. V. Coviugton, 410 8. #int St.,

Charlotte, N. C.

Mrs. M. V. Marable.

! essses of Mother: Zion.

NEW YORK NOTES.

BY J. HENEY TAYLOR.

June 2nd a testimonial reception

'was given to R2v. Dr. Franklin

and wife by the board of steward-
The pro-
gram which bad been -carefully
arranged by the talented and en-
ergetic superintendent, Mr. E. V.
C. Eato, was carried out spendid-
ly. A large and appreciative au-
dience was presant. The various
auxiliary societies of the church
were well represented and a splen-
did tribute was paid to the worth
of Dr. Franklin as pastor.

Flushing hasa population 01,600,
three-fifths of ‘which are Zion-
ites. We cannot afford t6 neglect
this field. If Di. Warner will tell
us when he can visit us we will
arrange for a |great missionary
meeting. !

Dr. Blackwel’s visit to the
New England 'and .New Jersey
Conferences, his report on the Pub-
lishing House, have been great
blessings to the brethren.

Too much cannot be said of the
StAR OF Z1oN. | It shines brighter
and better.

Local mission and mite society
are creating widespread interest.
This sounds better than foreign
mission.

Flushing, L. I., N. Y.

GREAT RELIGIOUS PAPER.

BY BRUCE-GRIT.

Messrs. Smith and Blackwell:
Gentlemen—FEe pleased to accept
my heartiest congratulations upon
the improved appearance of the
StAr oF ZioN. The change from
a four-page tq an eight-page quar-
to is a decideil improvement, and
a critical public will, 1 am sure,
appreciate your pluck and enter-
prise in giving it the best-looking,
neatest, and most attractive re-
ligious publication of which the
race can bosst. The mechanical
appearance o the STAR OF ZION is
creditable to the intelligent and
indefatigable efforts of your splen-
did corps of compositors and press-
men, who under the direction of
my young friend J. E. Smith,
Foreman, are giving splendid evi-
dence of the ability and thorough-
ness of Negroes as skilled artisans.
The Star oF Z1oN is as clean ty-
pographically as a hound’s tooth.
I express the hope and the wish
that its shadow” may never grow
less, and that all the delinquents
will walk up to the cap’n’s office
and settle.

Albany, N. Y.

NOTICE.

Brethren of the Michigan and
Canada Conference: Our Confer-
ence will meet in Detroit, August
24th. “Only one brother has re-
ported general fund. Excuses
will not run the machinery of our
great Zion, neither will they satis
fy the Conference Steward. Take
timely warning.

Rev. J. R. Alexander,

Conference Steward,
Ontario, Canada.

Pleasant Mill church isin a pros-

rous condition. Rev. Jno. W.

Iliott, the pastor, has closed the
most successful revival in ten years
with 20 conversions and 13 acces-
sions. He and the trustees have
purchased _Baouglh lumber to build
a new church. Tt is said by white
and colored that he is a pulpit ora-
tor. He iy a great Sabbath-school

worker.—5. W. Clift, Retro, Tenn.

BISHOP FOLLIDAY’S APPOINT-
MENTS.
July 1, 2and 5, Brinkley, Ark
13

6, Little Rock, Ark
¢ 8-10, Diggs Chapel.
“ 12, Atkins circuit, Trinity

church.
* 1417,  Cleveland circuit.

‘¢ 20-24, Salgohatchia, Ark.
¢“." 26, Conway circuit.
Aug. 1, St. Paul, Little Rock,

Ark.
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To THE EITTOR : I have anabsolute Cure fot

CONSUMPTION and all Bronchial, Throat and
Lung Troutles, and all conditions of Wasting
Away. By itsitimely use thousands of t-
ly hopeless cases have been cxrad,

So proof-positive am I of its er to cnre, 1
will send /REE to anyone afflic THRER
BOTTLES c{ my Newly Discovered Remedies,
upon .of Exgpress and Postoffice addresa.

Alwpi; sincerely om'ags

. A. SLOC JM, M.C., 183 Bearl 5t., New York.
When writin ; the Doctor, please mention this panes

_ lots for Sale.

I am now offering 48 lots for sale near
the colored graded school, the finest
property in the city, and prices and
terms that will induce everyone to buy
Prices running from $75 to $175 per lot,
surroundel by Boundary, Myers, Alex-
ender and Stonewall Streets For further
particulars apply to |

E L Propst or John W Miller

PRIZES]

Lithographs of Dr. Price, $3.00
per dozen. _ :

Rowe’s Poems on Dr. Price with
a fine cut of him on 1st page, $.50
per dozen.

These can be furnished on short
notice by Mrs. Jennie S. Price,
givingsmne College, Salisbury, N.

AGENTS -~ WANTED

In Every County To Supply The
Great Popular Demand For

America’s War For Humanity
Told in Picture and Story

Compiled and written by

SEN. JOHN J. INGALLS
Of Kansas.

The most brilliantly written, most pro-
fusely snd artistically illustrated, and
most intensely popular book on the sub-
ject of the war with Spain. Nearly

200 superb illustrations
from photographs

taken upecially for this great work.
Agents are making $50 to $100 a week
gselling 't A veritable bonanza for live
canvassers. Apply for description, terms
and territory at once to

N. D. Thompson Publishing Co.,
8t. Louis, Mo., or New York City.

Series (
0f the Queen City Real Estate Agency

Is now open for subscribers.

This institution is in a most
flourishing condition and invites
such subscribers as would like to
invest in a money-making enter-
rise.

. A. Hunt, President,

o[. S. Leary, Secy. and Treas.

Headquarters over Queen City

Drug Store, Charlotte, N. C.

Notice.

Money loaned on notes anywhere In the
United States. Postage stamp or a card sen
Will epsure an answer, For particulars,
Apply to, Isaac H. Smith,

Box 72', Newbern, N. C.

‘TAN’..'ED—TRUSTWOBTH.Y AND ACTIVE
gen:lemen or ladies to travel for responsi-
ps, S Jeme s, Fom O
onthly $65.00 and expenses. n s Y
Reference. Enclose self-addressod stamped
El:ﬁe!cpe. The Dominion Company, Dept. W.
cajgo. 1 4

BISEOP HOOD’S8 APPOINTMENTS

Juy

8rd, Southern Pines, *
10th, * New Haven. Comn
12th, Bridgeport, *
14th, i
15th, - Waterbury, “
17th, Hartford, *
18th, . Haydens, *

| tains many incidents an
| tained in no other book before the puk-

~ NEGRO STARS.
In 411 Ages Of The World

BY W H QUICK, E8Q,
Rockingham, N C

NEW AND.ENLARGED EDITION

This is & very interesting and highly
instructive volume. Its 400 pages car
information of vital importance to all
readers, regardless of riace or country,

Sparkling with bright, life-like illus-

trations. It is handsomely and strongly
cloth-hound. Whileit iy v attrac-
tive, the reader, at the e, gets
the benefit of the widest possible range
of thon%ht and deep res on the va-
|| rious subjects discussed therein, It con-

theories con-

lic. It is indeed, a wonderful . book.
The conditions of life, whether in servi-
tude, liberty, honor, civilization, power,
enius, pdtriotism, religion, domestic re-
ations, mllimyflorﬁ or the declinz
and fall of the ear egro are all wide-
ly portrayed herein. The Negro has
been an important factor, more or less
in all countries and governments. Caxn
you afford to be without it? Liberal
terms to agents. Fora aﬁpy aldress,
W'H QUICK,
Rockingham,N. C

St. Germain Female Pills,

The only original and genulae French-Female
Regulator, of Mme, 8t. Germaln, Paris. Unsur-
passed &8 belng safe, sure and reliable. in
every case. 8Sold under positive guarantee
or money refunded. Get the genulne. Price
£1.00 per box by mail. Scle agents for the
United States and Canada. KEing Harvard Co.,
157 Washington 8t., Chicago.

Freg Trial Traatment

To every man. This offer is made by the
Iilinois State Sanitarium
provided application be made at once, inorder
that its Inventions, appliances and never fail-
ing remedies may receive the widest possible
publicity, and prove their own merits by actu-
al use and permanent cures. No money what-
ever will be recelved by the Illinois Btate
Sanitarium from anyone under its treatment
until beneficial results are acknowledged. Its
remedies and appliances have been ecom-
mended by the newspapers of two Continents
and ecdorsed by the gresatest doctors in the
world. Where development is desired,.they
accomplish it and never iail to luvigorate, up-
build and fortify. 3

They infuse new life and energy. They per-

manently stop all losses which undermine the
congtitution and produce despondency. They
retone, refresh and restore to manhood, re-
gardless of age. They cure evil habits and
permanently remove their effects, as well as
thoee of excesses and over-taxed brain work,
neurashthenia or nervous exhsustion No
fallure, no publicty, no deceptien, no disip-
pointment. Write to-day. Illinols State Sani-
tarium, Evanston, Ill.

The Oldest Colored Drug Store
in the State.

Friends, Spring is here and you are
cordially invited to come and see us. We
sell the best cigars and toilet articles.
Our S8oda Fountain is open in full blast.
Delicious sodas, milk-shakes and sher-
berts served in fnirst-class style.

Mr E T Hasty, Ph G, licensed drug-
gist will carefully fill your perscriptions,
using only fresh and pure.drugs.

Mr. Isaiah Hart, who has had five
years’ experience at the soda fountain,

will certainly please you.
Dr. A.A. che, u graduate of Leon-
ard Medical College and who has had

considerable experience in the Freed-
man’s Hospital, Washington, D. C., will
make this his headguarters. His office
is up stairs. Thank ng you for past fa-
vors, we solicit a continuance of the
same. M. T. Pope & Co.,
Successors to
Queen City Diug Co.

"“Acme” Bicycles!
|| 98 Models. High Grade. [

llil SAME GRADE AS AGENTS SELL FOR $75.00.
We Have no Agints but Sell Direct
to the Rider at i s
Prices, Sa
An_ll’i: Prof _
We B pnywhercith I8
! pay express

You all

manship, catalogue;
AGHE CYCLE (0.,
JE st St - < P




