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METHODS EMPLOYED. |of the Spirit, we shall overcome| A GRAND MINISTER |Opelika, Ala. To establish Zion| WE ARE COMING HERE.

To Build Up A Perfect Christian
Character.

BY REV. G. W. OFFLEY, D.D.

The very excellent article on
the ‘*Perfect Christian Character”
by the Rev. R. A. Fisher, D. D,
in the sTAR OF zION of March the
Sth, isa good illustration of the
method employed by the purest
minded Christian teachers to
“‘huild up’’ a holy or perfect Chris-
tian character. .

This method consists in present-
ing to, and keeping before, the dis-
ciple of Christ, whatsoever things
are true and honorable, whatso-
ever things are just and pure,
whatsoever things are lovely and
of good report, and in exhorting
him, *‘If there be any virtue, and
praise, to “‘think on these things.”

This was the method by which
Christ trained His immediate dis-
ciples; and it is the method now
used by the Holy Spirit, who
reveals or makes known to the
heliever the ‘‘things of Christ.”
Beautiful in holiness, and perfect
in purity, the Holy Spirit presents
to the mind of the believer those
things only which are of a like
nature with Himself, and thus
hegets within him a longing desire
for that perfection of character of
which Christ is the highest possi-
hle type.

This was also the method em-
ployed by the apostle Paul, as is
evidenced not only by the passage
in his writings quoted by Dr.
Fisher, but in so many others that
only afew of them can be referred
to in the limited space at our com-
mand.

Paul knew, as Dr. Chalmers
expressesit, ‘‘The expulsive power
of a new affection;”’ and hence he
advised men to seek the things that

are above where ““Christ is seated
on the right hand of God;” to “‘set

their minds on the things that are-

above, not on the things that are
upon the earth;” to ‘‘let this mind
e in you which was also in Christ
Jesus;” in short, to so live in the
presence of Christ, as that day by
day beholding His glory, they
might become transformed into
the same image from glory to
clory even as by the Spirit of the
Lord.

This method operates on the
principle of displacement—‘‘on the
principle that two bodies cannot
occupy the same space at the same
time, but that one will displace
the other as a shap will displace a
volume of water equal to its own
weight.” Paul ¥amght on this prin-
ciple when he exclaimed, ‘‘Walk
in the Spirit, and ye shall not ful-
il the lusts of the flesh.” The
apostle Peter tamght on this prin-
ciple when he said, ‘““Grow in the
zrace and knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.” And
the beloved disciple taught on the

same principle ‘when he simply
said, “*Little children love one
nother 2

Truly, if we walk in the power

every sinful desire of the flesh; if
we grow in the favor of God, we
shall obtain a deeper and a higher
knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ; if we love one another sin-
cerely, we shall love our Father in
heaven -perfectly, and the love of
the Father will expel every unholy
affection from our hearts.

There is as much difference be-
tween the.;method employed by
some Christian teachers in the
work of forming in others the per-
fect Christian character, and the
method specified in the foregoing
part of this article, as there is be-
tween the work of laying the foun-
dation of a building, and the work
of beautifying and completing it.
Both foundation and superstruc-
ture are necessary; but more skil-
ful labor and finer materials are
required in the work of building
the superstructure than in digging
and laying the foundation. Any
common laborer can render help
in the beginning of the work, but
only artisans directed by a master
artist can beautify and complete
it.

So, in building the temple of the
Lord, almost any workman can
speak of the first principles of
Christ and lay the foundation of
repentance; but it requires the
skill of a master-builder to erect
upon that foundation a structure
that shall be beautiful, harmoni-
ous, and strong—complete in all
its parts—a holy habitation ofGod.
Comparatively  rough stones,
and coarse mortar, may be used in
the foundation of a building, but
more polished stones and finer
cement are required for its higher
parts. Now, as they would greatly
err who should put the rough
stones and the coarse mortar into
the higher parts of the building
for the purpose of beautifying it,
so it seems to me that they greatly
err who endeavor to make men
holy by roughly denouncing their
sins, and to make them pure by
constantly exhibiting their vices.
Those who do this may be very
sincere, and very zealous, but at
the same time theyare very deficent
in good judgment. Either they do
not know, or they forget that

“Vice is a monster of so hideous mien,

That to be hated, needs but to beseen ;

Yet seen too oft, familiar withher face,

We first endure, then pity, then em-

brace.”

Sometimes in laying the foun-
dation of a building it may be neces-
sary to dig up and throw out a deal
of mud and slime, and, perhaps, a
whole lot of noisome and creeping
things; and some men are by na-
ture peculiarly adapted to this
necessary, but, nevertheless, dirty
work. We do not look down upon
these hardy laborers, we .do not
feel ourselves .above them; and if
they stick to the line of work for
which nature has so eminently
qualified them they will achieve
success and we are bound to com-
mend them. It is only when they
attempt the work of the artisan

(Continued on fifth page.)

Of Jesus Christ—A Very Busy
and Eventful Life.

BY REV. T. A. WEATHINGTON, D.D.

The subject of this sketch, Rev.
Jameés William Cooper, was born
in Wilks County, Georgia, near
Washington City, September 20,
1847. He was brought to Ala-

Rev. James W. Cooper.

bama when about five years old,
and reared near Opelika, Ala.

His early traits of character im-
pressed his parente and acquain-
tances that he was a goodly child
with a bright future before him
in his day and generation. In
this they were not misjudged in
their early impression, for he was
early converted and became a
true believer in the religion of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and was bap-
tized 1n this faith on the first Sun-
day in December 1871 by Rev.
Jesse Wynn, and joined Little
Zion church. Here he served in
the capacity of Sunday-school
teacher, superintendent and class
leader.

He attended the public schools
taught in this church by Profes-
sors C. S. Gidden and Wm. Blan-
don. Later on he attended the
city graded school at Opelika,
Ala., also taught by Prof. Gidden,
still hungering and thirsting after
knowledge, he entered Tallediga
College, at Tallediga, Ala. Learv-
ing the school-room, not by choice,
but on account of reverse circum-
stances, he still pursued his studies
and at the same time engaged in
the profession of public school
teaching in Russell County, Ala-
bama.

He was licensed to preach in
1877 by Rev, Thomas Perry, and
was appointed to the Marvyn mis-
sion, in Marvyn, Ala., by Rev. R.
Ford in 1879. At this point he
built a nice church known as
Reese’s Chapel. Here has was in-
strumental in adding to the church
several useful members, many of
whom are bright and shining
lights there to this day.

In November, 1879, he joined
the annual Conference which con-
vened at Mobile, Ala., and was
ordained deacon by Rt. Rev. d.
P. Thompson, D. D., M. D., in
State-street church. . From this

Conferenco be w-tmnted e

at this place, great hardship and
privations were endured. . He
rented a horse stable and preached
in it and raised means and pur-
chased a lot and built Thompson’s
Chapel at a cost of $700, and ded-
icated the same to Almighty Ged,
May, 1880, Bishop Thompson offi-
ciating in the ceremony. Here
God wonderfully blessed him in
his spiritual work in adding 125
or 130 members to Zion. He
served this charge two years.

In 1881 he was ordained elder
and appointed to Talladiga, Ala.
Here he plastered and ceiled the
church, and added several promi-
nent and useful members to the
same. In 1882 he was appointed
to Warrior Stand circuit, and pas-
tored the circuit three years with
much success and built three
churches, namely, Cooper’s chap-

, Creek Btand and Boromville.
He also pastored Pine Grove
church in connection with his reg-
ular appointment and accomplish-
ed much good for God and Zion.
Here his usefulness and pastoral
ability were fully recognized and
honored by the Alabama Confer-
ence.

Having added many prominent
and useful members to the circuit,
who are to-day beacon lights and
full-fledged Zionites in the church
and community, he was next ap-
pointed to the Cedar Hill cireuit
in Lowndes Co., Ala. Here he
served in the pastorate only six
months, and seated off Temple
Gate at a cost of §75 and dedi-
cated the same to our beloved
Zion. About this time a vacancy
occurred on the Union Springs
district by reason of the death of
Rev. Adam White, Presiding El-
der. Rt. Rev.J. W. Hood, D. D.,
LL. D., then appointed him to
carry out the unexpired term,
which he did to the full satifac-
tion of the Bishop and Conference.

- In 1886 he was elected presiding
elder, and reappointed to the dis-
trict and served three years and
a half. The Greeneville district
was then made, and he was as-
signed to it and served two years
with marvelous success, building
it up both spiritually and finan-
cially. In fact, his reports were
so grand and progressive that he
was acknowledged as the model
presiding elder.

In 1891, he was appointed pas-
tor of Old Ship Clinton chapel by
Bishop Lomax, D. D. For rea-
sons unexplained he by the con-
sent of the Bishop exchanged ap-
pointments with Rev. A. J.Rodg-
ers and was assigned to Mt. Zion,
our second church in the city of
Montgomery. Here he engrati-
ated himself into the hearts of the
members and congregation who
waited upon his ministry with de-
light and earnestness for two
years with marked improvement

- |lon the work and community at

large. Rt. Rev. T. H. Lomax

per.
the STAR.

day for Wrights chapel :
tized 8 adults, received 20 in full

connection, and administered the
sacrament to 75 persons,

ence will solve the problem by
Drs. J. W. Smith and T W

The Lord With Us-=-Good Minis-
ter Dead==-The Bishopric, {

BY REV. C. W.

When we came to this charge &
little more than eléven months
ago the ex-pastor, whose unex-
pired term we were sent to fill out
turned over to us a list of 27
names which purported to be the
entire membership of the chureh;
but not one of that number were
styled class-leader.

We had a board of five trustees.

The chairman and one other of
them were unconverted men.‘

SIMMONS:

And as for the Sunday scheol, we -

had not so much as a . supermten-
dent. The choir had given up and
and the electric lights were things
of the past. We have at this time
a membership of 68 divided into
five classes; a board of seven trus-
tees, with the same man feor chair-
man, but a changed man, asis a.lsn
the whole board.

We have what is a‘cknowledged

by the A. M. E. and the Baptist -

church the best choir in the city.
We have a very thriving Sunday
school with an average attendance

of ahout 40. We have just closed =

a protracted meeting with about

35 conversions and 30 accessions.

Rev. E. J. Carter, of Cleveland,
O.. spent two weeks with us. The
Dr. isone of the ablest ministers
in Zion and preached much to the
edification of his hearers: Our
second quarterly meeting em-
braced the third Sunday in Janu-
ary and was in every way a grand
suceess.

The memorial services of Rev.
J. W. Tyrie who departed this
life December 26 1899, at Pitts-
burg, Pa., and one of the ex-pas-
tors of the church, was held at 3:30
p.- m. Rev. W. S. Lewry of St.
Paul A. M. E. Church who had
known Rev. Tyrie for more than

30 years paid a glowing tribute to

his memory. Rev. Omsted S
ner and Mrs. Ella Ramsy made
pathetic speeches; and the choir
was at its best. Mrs. Annie Mil-
ler the organist, read a grand pa-
See paper in next issue of
G. W. Lewis, P. E.,
that grand little man, made the

closing speech.

Sunday, March 4th, wasa big
We bap-

I am in favor of only two more

Bishops. If only two is ele %
I am for Smith first, and Alstork
second.

Washington, Pa.
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To attempt to defeat good and com:
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