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'WHY NOT EQUAL
# LAY REPRESEN TATION?

BY Mg. B. I. PARSONS.

ITs ORGANIZATION

. JFor<over a hundred years this
('}&Lurch‘_ of ours  has come doww
tnrvugh.  changing. setenes or th..
ages playing 1ts part in- the wollk
oL the galaxy of ihe ghurches. a.
suecteding years
add has been. composed in genera..
of Superintendents or. Bishops, min-
isters and laity.
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the church wa--

The objects of such important

et X organization aside from its desire

5 -to withdraw from its mother ehurch

: 3 where it could have a better oppor-
tunity to worship God; can be sum

med up in the following: o

H | : 1. To penpefuate itself as an or-
ganized body; ;
2. To 'prepare and
such a well-trained God-called min-
istry that it might do . its mpart im
Christianizing and evangelizing the
world; . > g h
© - 3. To so educate and train' the
.rank and file of its communicants.
‘that ‘they might be fully gqualified

~Secuda
Aully
sition’ given by the General Con
the highest tribun® of ou

> lay, toster and carry o
fal system  that all its opers
tors and institutipns might.be-main

he power to so_'lelgi'sla't"'é'- for '

: wh__ €.

ry was lar above that of the large’
~ constituency of the church in gen-|
eral. The Bishops, with the other,

parts of the ministry at that time,
could promulgate, and of necessity;
. was and should have Dbeen the
great promulgators of the aws that
should gowvern the church. The
part of the great body had by intel-|
lectual fitness, personal contact and:
practical training prepared itself to,
dictate the policies of this great |
body and see that the mandates ot|
these laws were carried out. In
this matter the laity was not pre-|
pared to take au_ ggual part with
the ministry. 4

But -since then a mighty. change
has taken ©place. The first great
step of civilizing any race or eo-
ple is to create a desire, and ways
and means prepared to satiate sai.
desire. If a race or people Knows
nothing, it desires nothing. If it
sees nothing f{t willing follows
wherever any one leads. 'Gov.

Berkley, the tyrant of Virginia in/

colonial days, seeing the great pow
er in educating his people, said, °
thank God that there are no free
schools and printing press; and |
hope we shall not have any thes.
hundred years.” A8 soon
ple begin to read, write and under-
stand, they begin to teel their pow-
er and rightfully so, and they be-
) gin to desire to assist in making
| laws for governing themselves.
: Does one think or say that the laity
of our church are different from
a like number in any other organ-
ized body? Should they not aspire
for those prerogatives that any oth-
er intelligent people would contenc
for? Most assuredly they shoulc
Fifty years o1 training im the
sabbath schoos has given them a
fair knowedge oi and prepared them
for the greater work of the church
proper; ftifty years sitting under the
preached word of God and the ad-
ministration - of the laws of the
church has instilled into their hearts
and minds the great under lying
prineciple that should govern all re-

-many -of. its insti
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Tepresents. The  ‘pastors’ sallar
‘are agreed upon and paid; the laity|

s _ ‘amounts pays
P ot ouly to fill any, position in the -
5 r field, but-'to ocecupy, success-

erate and: administer anyi

P
the #harmoniols. workihg of the ihg
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ligious bodies and the polity of the
church of their choige;
they have béen taught and trained
orgamnizations and thus become wer:
by contract mot only in the various
proficient in the science of great
conventions, but the thousands of
rublic free schools, and the \hun-_
.dreds of higher institutions of
learning have turned their intel-
lectual guns on the forts of igno-
rance, the walls have largely been
battred down, and the prisoners a
oput real men capable of h}mﬂing
any position in life.

To say that the laity are incap-
able of equal representation from

intellectual deficiency is to condemn
the work of these thousands of free

fifty years!
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5100018 ail ‘over this, country, tnese.
Shugureas or nigh

] 3 gr. 1nstituiions Ui
e uidg, saying a0ty oi che  iu-

waintaiieu Dy: the thousanas o.

uOlars tadt are

of the connection.’' (Why not. egue
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BURDEN BEARERS.'

An the matter - of’ running any
organization, . ene of | the serious
proplems ‘that conirents the opera-
tion or directions is to provi j
400 Means Necessary.
cesswu' .operation. U
ve' perfeet, .and
thought' out, but if thé burd:
€rs udemur and  strongly
Jections to’ the ,plans and
the means, the suwccessiul opi
of that eorganization will pe
‘banditapped, work hindered
tutions jrrepara

crippled, .. :

willing intelligent burde
most -cases, not from stany
tear, but irom a standpoint of
of the cause and denomination

But the laity. of our ¢hurch arb

earmestly 'bestir themselves.
s the same,  besi
pounding them and making -oth

donations it ‘'the pastors.are giv-4

ing satisfaction; the P. E.s salari

willingly -contrib-| A
“uted annuaily by the Lpyal mempbeis|

8'and their
amoutns
conmn 7

ents with but itUe 1Y 2
kicking. The kishops a.re'_m'a('ie' tc
feel glad and all concerned are
happy. If there is a Varick's Me-
morial Fund to be riasea present
the cause to the laity and the samn

is an accomplished fact. But what

| say you about that $37,500 Girl Dor-

have had the matter in char:
they will tell you that most every
circuit and station of the connection
angwered 0. K. T will venture to say
that 80 per cent of the budget is
paid by the larty saying nothing of
the buying building and beautifying
churches and parosnages. ‘Why not
an equal lay representation?
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VARICK OCHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR
) UNION.

“Persanal Service Campaign”

On May 20, 19135, it will be three -

years that we have headed the
Varick C. E. Union. During all
this time we have made no special
request upon the local workers for
support, but all have been urged
from time to time to support the
rastors, presiding elders, and gen-
eral church, leaving the Union to
be supported as the law directs and
as one's conscience may dictate.
Reports from pastors and presid-
ing elders at guarterly, district and
annual conferences, and shundreds
of letters that we have received, show
that thousands of dellars have been’
raised by local .Endeavorers and
pthers who have been influenced by
Christian Endeavor prineciples all
of which went directly to the local
and general church and to the sup-
port of the ministry. We are, re-
joiced to know that Christian En-
deavors have helped so much in thig

way.
We ‘have now inaugurated a
“Personal ®Service Campaign” to

raise sufficient. funds to carry out
our plans to advance 'Christian En-
deavor throughout Zion during the
year, and ask that evesy Endeavorer
and member of the A. M. E. Zion
s;end us a personal contribution.

In every church we desire a num-
ber of ladies and young reople to
golicit donations for the Union and
for this purpose we will supply all
who make application with authority
to go before the public. Send for
authority to solicit for wus. ‘Who
will be the first to send in $1.00,
$5.00, $10.00, or  $25.00 to help
-gpread “Christian Endeavor in-Zion
and throughout the world. |

Remit all money to Varick 'C. B.
Union, Aaron- Hrown, Secretary,

Box 859, Pensacola, Fla.

‘ence was
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‘apeech.
T
reached an ‘acceptable

ing his discourse mainly

ot'
p. m., Rev. WI§iJ. Sanders

: ermon has-
on prayer

gs a theme. After tHis service
the welcome exereisas. 00k place.
First on the prografn was His

Honor Mayor D. M, Meljloy judging
from the length of hisjaddréss we
were led to think that hi dives more
in deeds than words. §He assured
the conference thai{ hé was inter-
asted <in us and our Work to the
extent he would leawve
ness acairs which Wwelje numerous
and important to be dnj our midst.
He said that notwithsganding the
fact that only a smaill fper cent ot
Tampans 'were church jpeople that
the wcity is domnaied Py Tteligious
influence. :
‘he humorous Docter] Pittman ot
Bethel Baptist church sjddressed on
behalf of the twenty Négro church-
es and 4000 members in the city oL
vampa. His address 'Was practical
and genuine and ‘his welcome cor-
dial. An ‘excellent paper was read
by Miss Henry; Solos were sung by
Mr. ‘Ernest Norwood, {Miss Juanta
Noges, and Mrs. Stellg Alexander.
‘The program in every |respect’ was
high class.
[Following ‘this splenflid program
was the grand ‘receptign glven the
conference by Mti - ai church
memlbers. This sumpfiuous feast
closed at high twelve and we leit
for our homes. The \eather was
chilly ‘overcoats and Wjraps were a
necessity and oil hea ‘were in
full blast.
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FRIDAY. 1

Business was light,
thin and the results
more and more . app
preachers came i
lively speeches

feature of aftern 3 S
Shepard read his repo -Jack-
sonville District. “This | yrt show-
ed that Presidin ?g :::lj
{ajst Iy
B}l‘ccﬁfully during S
number of missions )
ized and one chure it

Rev. R. W. Ballard {read the re-
ports of the pastors of the Tampa
District. From these [eports: Rev.

A. L. Higgs stands at(the head o
the class. fe il S

The W. H. an )

good programe
by all. .

- High Spring Circuit—Rev. J. L.
. Lundy. A
Evanston Circuit—Rev. F. Sims.

/ '(’)mngb}beqt!x Circuit—Rev. J. M

Bartow Cl

ff his busi-

SUNDAY.

Preachers: SBishop Geo. W. Chux-
TR D A T S lgm Rev. J.© H.
pard, 3 p. w., Rev. k. Sims)ail
: ¥

* APPOINTMENTS

§
5
u

Y430 p. m.-
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Jacksonville District: Rev. R. W.
. Ballard, P. BE. ; ;

Walters' iChapel—Rev. ‘W. W. Biair

. Circuit—Rev. R. M
euit—Rev. J. M. Phillips,
“Rev. W. J. Adams.

8 City Revi—O. E. Grifiin.
e—Rev. J. R. Montgomery
Jircuit—Rev. S. M. Davis.
Hall [Cirenit—Eli Martin.
—Rev. W. W, Spann.
Qircuit—Rev. J. W. Whig-

3

‘Key West District, Rev. W. J.
‘Sanders, ©. E.
igh Chapel—Rev. J. R. Sherard
§inai—Rev. Chas. A. Ransom.
Uity and Seffner—Rev. A. L.
Higgs.
—Rev. G. W. Cook. :
City circuit—Rev. L, L. Whit-
Cfeld.

- Petersburg—Rev. Jas. A. Dud-
- ley. :

ylmetto and Bradento—Rev. F. R.
_Melntyre.
meland . - Circuit—Rev. 'W.  O.

mmes—Rev. J. E. Westberry.
i and Cocanut Grove—S. A,
Chambers. &
. Lauderdale and West Palm
‘Beach—Rev. W. G: Clark. °

ssaw—Rev. W, A. Bain.
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Happy New Year to you, the force
of the STar or Ziox and to ail the
teaders of this article, I am still at

e old stand 3600 Federal Street
doing business for the church 1 love
s0 well, We nave been in this city

over three years, organized a Zion
church and have &ept it in first
class running order ever. since.

Dr. {H. J. Callis is the hero of
Waiters A. M. E, Zion church: His
recent rally shows that he is the
right man for the place. He Taised
$125.400, Hurrah for Dr. Callis! yes
he- won the fight, a bitter indeed!
Dr. Callis i8 in the race for the
Bishopric well he is a good man
and should be considered by the
Church.

I must congratulate you for the
splendid work that you are doing,
you are doing your work well and

why not the Church gratify your
greatest ambition by electing you
Bishop in 1916. The man who Wwas
born in Zion, sucked Zion's milk,
rocked in the Zion Cradle Taised
up in Zion worked in Zion all of
your life, suffered in Zion as well
as having a good time in Zion and
is still \working and looking after
the church, you are the man who
ought to be honored to the Bish-
opric and I trust that you will be
one of our next Bishops and the
Hon. John C. Dancy be placed at
the head of the Publication House.

Our Bishop the Rt. Rev. G. L.
Blackwell visited our city and
preached a great sermon the sec-
ond Sunday in Dec.. (His visit was
very satisfactory to  the members
and pastor of ‘Walters A. M. E. Zioh

shurch

Miss Stubbs one of the mnurses'
of the Providence Hospital treated
Transue Gospel Temple, Sunday
school with a nice Xmas tree which
was enjoyed by the' little folks.

Mr. Wmr Birdine is the Chicago |
correspondent to tne WESTERN STAR!

oF Zion. He writes some good
news. : !
Chicago, Ul i i
el g — - ——— ]

‘New Hymnals, 60 cents each by |
mail perpaid. This is the regular
Dollar Hymna: with music. Sead
for one. Six Dollars per dozen

e |/express not prepaid. Send for

a dozen.

SOME REFLECTIONS

by Rev. J,. H. MUMULI._.EN.

Let us “forget the things that are

behind and reach forth for those
swhich are  berore us,”

. is the ad-
vice of the great apostle to the Gen-
tiles. The year 1vl4 is a thing of
history, but it holds many. sad inci-
dents, forget it. In this conprection
let us forget the unpleasant state-
;ne‘nta the intended assaults, and un-
intentional injuries hurled at wus
during' the past year, and remem-
ber, all of ws are thinking beings,
and that wisdom does not die with
auy man or (with any' set of Imen.

_Dr. J. H. Anderson -is one of the
fairest writers among the staff of
torrespoundents to the Star or Ziox
and one who is not afraid to give
credit to one deserving it, no mat-
ter whom it offends , He is the only
writer to our connectional organ
who believes and says that'the Rush
New York €Cit% should
have been built to save Zion there

‘and who does not ¢urse the man

who made it a posgibility, e

though the General «Church zvas.vi?.:
veolved heavily for its maintainence.
Being human, Dr. Anderson has us
under lasting obligations to him for
kind. and’ ‘truthful compliments,
when the sting of bitter ecriticisms
have pelted us for the thing which
our -ordination to- the Zion min-
istry demanded of us and which
our chief pastors send us forth to
do.  Thank you Dr. Andersen. If
your election to the STar editorship
was dependent upon us-you are
elected now. TFairness “is a most
commendable trait in an editor and
you possess that quality in a high

| degree. _

: I'_P_'lt:;e have entertained ill - feel-
ng war: -one we have left
it, behing s in.the old.. yer, and

angd '
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as they concern any others with
respect to our Lhurch. A sad day
that will be when to think aif-

ferently from even, the Bishops, one
must be put to death, or exiled as
they do policemen in New York City
when they dare carry out the law,
or do their full duty as their oath
of office requires. And so «with
malice toward none 'we must thin'%
and act as we see it, and not in
tliie groove of another’s mind cir-
cle.

1 wonder if any other Zion preach-
er has dared run to shelter of the
old “ship of chureh' in a werisis in
order to save the local situation,
and if so, we shall “wdteh and
wait” to see if he is erushed between
the upper and nether mill stones
of bitter criticism.

Our recent fair realized the sum
of One thousand sixteen dol-
lars ($1016.66) and sixty-six cents,
and we are now engaged in a Te-
vival for the salvation of men and

women with fair prospects for a
successful campaign.

Between the Democratic admin-
istration and the European war
there is no telling ‘what 1915 will
bring forth, but one thing is most
certain that after two years more
the Democratic party will end its
control of the government, and the
youngest voter now will be an old
man before it gets control again.
Away with the “new freedom’ and
Democratic “‘forward looking” as”
advocated President Wilson.

" ’

To one and all we wish you a
happy New Yeéar. ‘We shall do/ our
whole duty by the General Church
but /we shall not. forget that with-
out the local church there can be
no General Church.

Rochester, N. Y.
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New Disciplines, Name in Gold
Engraved on Cover. :

One of our men in Our O
Job Department will put your.
vame on 1912 Discipline in Gold
Leaf,

Send us One Dollar-and we will
send you a Discipline with your
name on the cover - fors Fifty
Cents more. Fifty Cents for.th'a
Discipline and Fifty Cents for
Ergraving name, S




