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Y, JANUARY 21, 1915

| The Third Annual Session of
the South Alabama Annual
Conference. |
The South Alabama Annual Con-
ference convened in Mt. Zion A. M.
H. church, Evergreen, Ala., Dec. |
the 9th (Wednesday) 1914.
| iPromptly at 10 a. m., Rt. Rev. J.j
W. Alsterk, D. D, L. L.D., presid-j

ing bishop of the 5th Episcopal dis-‘

trict called the conference to order
and led in devotions assisted by his
three able presiding elders: Rev. L.
0. Workman, ‘D. D., Rev. John V.
Catledge, D. D., and Rev. McGlover,
D. D. Dr. Workman (lined the Ist
hymn, Bishop Alstork read the
scripture lesson and Dr. Catlage of-
fered a fervent prayer. The Con-
ference was led in Znd song which
showed rthe touchings of the Holy
Bpirit on the hearts of the assem-
bled congregation. After roll call
the election of officers as follows:
Secretary Rev. Mack Glover Assis-
tant, Rev. L. Lewis; Statistician,
Rev. 3. W. Moorer; Reporter to the
press, Rev. 1. A. Chance; Timist,
Rev. J. C. Thompson, D. D.; Mar-
shall Jas. Artis; P O. Messenger, W.
W. Herring; Rev. J. T. Jones was
elected as [private Secretary to the
bishop; Dr. L. D, Workman financial
BSecretary.

The Conference entered upon a
busy day's work. The crowd at the
opening session was unusually large.
Ministers lay officdrs, Missionary
fadies. distinguished educators were
there to grace the very first ses-
gion of the conference. Of the six
great conferences that Zion has in
Alabama the South Alabama has th.
largest attendance always crowded
and in point of religious fervor and
spiritual enthusiassm none excels her
She is a well proportioned confer-
ence of young energetic thorough-
going ministers and a set of able
refined middle age and older min-
isters all combine to /make-“Zion
succeed anywhere. The (@ersonal
claims were paid. The bishop ap-
pointed his various committees at
this session. The ‘'Committee on
rules, lay delegates and devofion |
reported to preach the annual ser-
mon at 7:30 p. m., Dr. W. 8. Mead-
DWS.

Prof. G. W. Perkins principal of
the City Schools was among those
introduced for the day. 'He made
able remarks and asked for a dele-
gation to be sent each day to visit
the school.

NIGHT SESSION.

At 7 a. m., Rev. S. P. Jordan and'
Rev. J. J. Nicholson led a spiritual
prayer meeting at 7:30; Dr. Meadows
lined hymn No. 52 after scripture!
reading prayer by Dr. J. V. Catlage,

([Dr. L. D. Workman arose, and to!
.la congregation that packed the en- g,

g .JI.U‘TI:-I

' Meadows to preach the annus ser-
|mon, Dr. Meadows took as a text St.

Luke 9:57, “Lord I will follow thee
whithersoever thou - goest.” Sub-
ject: “Following Jesus.” Dr. Mead+
ows entered at once into the details
of his discourse and it could be
geen and felt at once a glorious ser-
mon was on. The way in which
he handledw his sermon to spirit-
ualize and edify and electrify that

jmmense ‘congregations was remark-
ahle. Dr. Meadows 1is a great
preacher.

Rev. S. P. Jordan the great pray-
ing man was called to the altar and
shake the heavens with
his wonderful prayer, shouting and
praising ~God ‘was In order. The
financial committee lifted a liberal
eollection.

WELCOME ADDRESSES.

With Rev. W. W, Herring as Mas-
ter of Ceremonies. The welcomes
to the Conference were of a cordial
broad-hearted nature. @Hvery de-
partment of the church and church-
@8 and city delivered words of wel-
come. Bro. F. Purfoy, Mrs. A. M.
Gamble, D. N. N. Nealy and together
with the pastors of the white Bap-
tist vhurch showed an unusual pow-
er of eloquence ,on the stage. The
addresses were' ably responded to
oy Dr. J. W. Jones and Dr. J. C.
Thompson. Benediction by Dr.

THURSDAY'S SESSION.

Thursday’'s session was greatly in-
creased by every incoming train.
The Conference had the city in
full grip. Rev. W. W. Herring the
pastor who is a mnative North Caro-
linian had homes for all. His peo-
ple seemed crazy about him, a large
square toped new parsonage an imi-
tation pipe organ together with
one of the best choirs we ever heard
gave evidence of the pastor’s pop-
ularity.

The Conference opened with
usual devotions Bishop Alstork read
as a scripture Jesson 2nd Tim. 4th
chapter. His comment on - the
same was a touch as a coal of fire
from the altar, while telling of the
the hardships, trials and persecu-
tions of the apostle Paul, the con-
furence was bathed in tears. After
roll, minutes read. Visitors intro-
duced: Mrs. J. W. Alstork Vice
President of the W. H. and F. M,
Society: Rev. J. W. Wood Mission-
ary Secretary of Zion Connection
and Rev. J. 8. Jackson, D. D,
Financial Secretary of the Connec-
tion were introduced and all made
remarks. Dr. Jackson said he had
visited many conferences this year
but this was the largest attendance

he had eeen; the house being full

. of his district,

large brick buildings,

{ for the

at every session. Dr. L. U. Werk-!
man, P. B. of the Greenville Dis-

trict read a most excellent report
of great
held, churches built and repaired.
His report was a masterpiece; thé
pastors under him
made their reports, Prof. N. E.
Henry Frincipal of a high school
at (China, Ala., and one of Zion's
strong sons was introduced and
.made efcouraging remarks

THURSDAY'S NIGHT SESSION.

With a house packed to the over-
flow a warm prayer meeting, Bishop
Alstork who had been sick the night
before arose and in appropriate
words introduced Dr. J. W. Jones,
D. D., Dean of Theology at Lomax-
Hannon High School, Dr. Jones
took as a text St. John 9:4, “I must
work the works of him that sent
me,” subject: “Work.” Dr. Jones
possesses great ability. He 1is
physiecally, intellectuafly and spir-
1tually strong. He is a graduate of
Phelps Hall Bible Training School,
Tuskegee Institute, Ala., his sermon
gave full proof of his calling to the
gospel ministry and he sat down
amid thundering amens, after pray-
er the Bishop arose and made some
helpful ermarks, the committee 1ift-
ed a liberal collection. Benediction
by Dr. Jones.

FRIDAY'S SESSION.

Friday morning opened with the
usual devotions, scripture lesson by
Bishop Alstork; song and prayer,
roll call, minhutes read and approv-
ed. ;
Visitors introduced: Rev. Berry
of the Baptist church being one of
the number, Prof. J. R. Wingfield,
Prinecipal of Lomax-Hannon Indus-
trial School, the leading Zion
school in the Southwest came hefore
the Conference to repesent his work
Prof. Wingfield is an ordained min-
ister, in this conference and this
school is located in this conference
Prof. Wingfield made a forceful
winning speech. He never fails to
win where he is heard. His report
showed nearly 200 students in at-
tendance, $40,000 in property, two,
one frame,
26 acres of land, the school is)
equipped with telephone, gas lights,
water works, with the chapel of the
Alstork dormitory repaired new
porches added and so on, nearly

revivals

lined up and

prayer.
1 read

introduced
RHEoF of the
of the

W. Ward

goxlz:l:lery- able remarks,
Brewton read a splendid
report of ct. He has made
things hu ~his administra-
tion. - ort-was a detailed re-
port. His 1men had more mnound
reporis n. any other District.
The day taken by hearing re-
ports of ittees.

The M ladies made their
report to erence and they
were Spo y able men.

ittee

on Admission,
ok

2nd, 3rd and ' 4th

try all reported.

7 Chance ‘was appointed
to preach af 30 p. m. ;
NIGHT SESSION,

" meeting. A lively
. The speaker arose
] text Gen. 19:29, “And
and it camé/ to pass, when God
destroyed the cities ot the plain that
God reme red ‘Abraham and sent
Lot out jof the midst of the over-

:;-'

throw, when he overthrew the cities
1}1 whieh ot dwelt.” Subject:
“Intercessoryl prayer.” After the

sermon the conference indulged in
an old fashioned hand shake, col-
lection, benediction.

SUNDAY'S SESSION.

R g :

Sunday School was addressed by
Dr. J. W. Jones, D, D., Rev. M.
Clopton. The hour for preaching
having arrfved Dr. J. Wood lined
“My hope built on nothing less.” -
Bishop lgstork after prayer arose
and in well ichosen words introduced
Dr. L. Y.Kyles, Editor of the
QUARTERLY [REVIEW to preach the or-
dination sermon Dr. Kyles took as
a text Romp. 15:13. iSubject: “Hope
a Potentia] Factor in the devel-
opment of [the Christian character,”
Any one o ever preached to a
large congpeégation of various minds
knows how] lhard it is to satisfy all
but Dr. K proved equal to the

every southern state represented.
with Africa. 1. A. Chance and Dr.!
J. 8. Jackson responded in flery
speeches then a collection of $80.;
wag taken in a few minutes, the
conference showing the pride they
always show for this school being
in her bounds. Dr. John Van Cat-
lage, P. E., of the Georgiana Dist.,
read a report that held :ap{-:ll—ﬂmunn:li
the entire
gows how to make a raaog

His men lined up (a nice se
were), and reported showing they
had been following to success their
leader (Catlage).

Rev. A, L. Hudson fraternal Mes-'
senger from the North Aabama Con-
ference delivered his message in
strong tones and eloguent ~ words
which showed him equal to the task.

After assignments and reports of
committees, the Conference ad-’
journed. :

. {

FRIDAY NIGHT SESSION. ;
Friday night was a banner ses-'
sion for' the Conference for each
day had brought many prominent
lady missionaries to the Confer-|

Conference, (Catlage

- eulogized

task. To e spiritual as well as
the intelleffual he iwas master:

| After he #8d led hig hearers into
the deep tRings of hope. He seem-
ed to havgl first gotten hold of

their mingsl then their hearts Mhe-
gan. to cag@éh on fire of the Holy
Ghost. Kyles seemed to have
ul himself. His senmon
had 'a w (il bearing on ) the

encej i Dr. Kyles alrdady
. the hilgh-

op Alstorl " ordained elders David
Kelly, A. 8. Dickerson, Joseph Ash,
J.\J. Nichfolson, W. J. Prymus, T.

C. Hilson.§ Deacons: Hood John-
gon, Willliam Andrews Steward.
Bemnedictiofn by Dr. Kyles.

At 2 p. | m., Eulogistic services,
Rev. G. WJ. Moorer eulogiZzed Rev.

A. Middletjon sang, ‘“When my life
work is ended.” Rev. Mc Glover
0 [Rev. 8. M. Washington,
Rev. John} V. iCatlage, Dr. More-
land, Dr. {F. K. Bird, Mrs. Dalisy
Lyman. Al eollection of $6.05 was
taken for Rev. Washington's family.
SUNIIAY NIGHT'S SESION.,

Prayer |meeting was led Rev.

ction Bish-

Zion' chapel circuit, Rey. T. L. Holt.

Forest Home circuit, To be supplied.

Braggs Hill circunit, Rev. 'G. W.
Moorer. i

St. Luke circuit, Rev. C. 'W. Thomas

d and re- | Iduma circuit, Rev. G. H. Gainey.

He made | River Falls circuit, Rev. Wm. Wil-

somn.

rs of Mont-| Florala circuit, Rev. Henry Warner.

Warner.

P, H., of the| McKenzie Mission, Rev. J. S. Me-

Kezie. ~
Kelly's Mission, Rev. David Kelly.

Brewton District, P. E., Rev. e,

Glover.

Brewton cireut, Rev. W. 8. Mead-
OWS.

Twin Beach circuit, Rev. G. C.
Champion.

Atmore circuit, Rev. J. J. Nicholson.
Monroeville circuit, Rev. S. P. Jor-

an. :
Evergreen circuit, Rev. W. 'W. Her-

ring. .
Milledgeville ecircuit Rev. F, H.
Hubbard.
Castlebarry circuit, Rev. R. H.
Kemp.

Garland cireiut, Rev. E. A. Moorer.
Burnt Corn cicuit, To be supplied
Poland Mission.— /

.

THE EAGLE'S ALARM FROM
ARKANSAS.

. Retrospective Comments.

Bev. C. W. P, MircHELL, B. S.

The Fall Conferences are all
over; and while most instances they
were marked by “financial fall-offs,”
vet whatever happened, has hap-
pened and the men have gone to
their respective fields of labor to
set sails for aonther year’s voyage.

(While the southern wing of Zion's
watchmen is taking the “long
breath” that is so naturally the last
trace of a hard vyears service,
brought on by the adjournment of
their Annual Conference sessions,
the nothern wing is feeling the
radiations of heat coming from the
Fpiscopal blazes and Connectional
departmental “sweat boxes” that
tell them that “they are to the
margin come.” Mgay I say to these
Brethren ‘“Fear not, Brethern, joy-
ful stand, on the borders of our
land.” We of the South in spirit,
one, “Bids you undismayed, go on.”

For the third year I pick up the
reing of authority with which I
must hold the fiery steed of Zion
Methodism on the Little Rock dis-
triect of the Arkansas Conferences
fis Presiding Elder for another-year.
While last year was in many Te-
spects a hard one, yet we have rea-
sons to thank God that the Grand
0Old Little 'Tock Distriet, though one
B ho~denst—ef-all -the districts in
the State from the standpoint of
membership, led in the amount of
General [Claims Ttejpprted fior the
year. Not unto me, not unto me,
but to God, the ministers, and- the
faithful members be the 'praise for
this success and distinction.

Dr. J. B. Colbert, A. M., LL.B,,
the hustling P. BE., of the Louisville
distriet of the , Kentucky Confer-
ence, Editor of the ‘“Columbian,”
one of the best edited papers of the
race, and a strong candidate for
the bishoprie at the next General
Conference; with Dr. W. A. Black-
well, ‘A. M., one of the greatest
platform speakers of the race, a

ence also Dr. J. W. Wood was on'/Wm, Mitchlell h
; - ; ymn No. 770. “I 1 great pulpiteer, and a formidable
the spot, +it looked like. .the whole thy kingddm Lord;” Rev. John V. candidate for the Editorship of the

of Evergreen was out. Mrs. J. W..

Catlage, D|. D., read St. Matthew

“STar oF Zrony, who pastors in Cin-

Alstork was Mistress of ceremonies.| 13th chaptler, Rev. Mc. Glover of- cinnati, Ohio, were present; they

Miss Olivet Juzan ably presided at:
the organ the choir composed of
the best voices of the Conferencr|

rendered such music as would at-|
tract celestial beings much less
poor mortals as we. Scrlpturel

reading Mrs. E. M. Brooks, prayer, |
Janie Zeigler; Lord’s prayer chant-'

»d by choir, speech, subject:!
“Bducation,” by Mrs. M. L. Salters,
Solo, Mrs. Lena Martin; paper,

Mrs. A. M. Gamble; s=olo, Josephine
Gray; paper, Cora Maxwell; Solo,|
Anna Bachelor; Recitation, Sefrona
Gaston; this is a gist of the pro-
gramme while others participated,
Mrs. Eliza Payne was [prominent;
among the number, Mrs. Melisa
Carter was sick but sent her re-
port.

Dr. J. W, Wood, of Indianapolis,
Indiana, Missionary Secretary, was
introduced by Bishop Alstork. Dr.|
Wood’'s address was billed as one|
of the center of attractions for this!
occasion. Dr. Wood has traveled
on the dark continent of (Afriea,
preached to the natives took obser-
vations of needs to carry on the
work. He addressed himself to
the subject of “African TRedemp-
tion”. His address was an eye-
opener and a heart rending appeal
church to put on Ther
strength and go to the reseue of
the heathen Oh how his appeal
rings on’ our hearts . today as he
spoke so earnest so powerful for a
spiritual tide to sweep the world

and Christ’s kingdom kK come amongj'
all men even every creature, Dr.|

Wood sat down when tears were
streaming, heatts burning:
Alstork to add fire to fire. made
some stirring remarks then came

the tne of war: a c-llection by the|
districts and conference resulted inf

ralsine nearly $150. Benediction
by Dr. J. W. Wood. &

Bishop | |

fered a fervent prayer; 2nd h

. ymn
No. 797, “[Blest be the ties that
binds” Dr.| Catlage then introduced

Dr. J. W} Wood to preach the
closing sedmon Dr. Wood took

a text“13t chapter 33rd verse of
Matt. “The Kingdom of heaven is

like unto |leaven which a w
took and Bid in three measur:zm:;
meal, Subject: “Faith.” He liken-
ed the 1leaven to the ultimate
evangelization of mankind by the
gospel of st.  He said the gos-
pel will pever floose its power on
mankind T,nd said it was planted
in men's| hearts. The task of
preaching |behind so many sermons’
in one day and to so large congre-
gation buf Dr. Wood proved egual
to the tagk. Rev. M. C. Crawford
approach the throne of grace, col-
lection. @&slo by Cooper Armstrong.
The cojference had much work
to finish hnd Jabored until a late
hour in the night. The reports
showed ngarly $50,000 raised for
all purpéses. 'The general fund
fell just a

APPOINTMENTS.

L. D. Workman.

euit, J. W. Jones, D. D.
C. Kiser.

it, Rev. Joseph Ash.
Rev. L. R. John-

iCircuit, Rev. T. C.

SATUDDAY'S SESSION.
the morning devotions

v

After

little over $2,000 mark. 1
|
District, Presiding EI-
| held in Pine Bluff, Arkansas: and

tion, Dr. J. C. Thomp- in spite of
! | from without,

Circuit, Rev. L. Lewis.'
| after

were of great service to the ses-
sions and great inspiration to the
brethren. Their speeches and ser-
mons 8o electrified the ministers un-
til in spite of the Bishops ,disposi-
tion to object to conference endorse-
ment to candidates, the men ‘“got
oose,” and endorsed the candidacy
of Dr. Colbert for the bishopric and
Dr. Blackwell for the editorship of
the Star. :

These are great men than whom
Zion has produced no greater. Each
of them would do credit and great
service if elected to the positions
to which they aspire.

Bishop G. L. Blackwell, A. M.,
8. T. D. ruled over the delibera-
tions of the conference with both
ease and dignity, and in the ““School
of the Prophets” told the men how
to plan so as to prevent “panie
straits,” brought on by “Adminis-
tration Crisis,”” bad cotton crops,
and other social conditions from
hindering them in the work of
finaneing the church.

- )

We visited the .Arkansas Con-
ference, the session of which was

financial = conditions
and rainy weather
within the ecity, a happler set of

it, Rey. F. L. Bell. " minfsters would have been scarcely
| found anywhere.

Drs. Colbert and
Blackwell were there also, and
making a ]Jike Impression
upon them as upon the brethren of
the North Arkansas (Conference,

. they too thought it not robbery to
iandorea their eandid;cy.

. Arkansas, with thefr good members,

Revs. G. R. Nelson, of the North
Arkansas and RE. B. Macon of the

entertained their respective confer-

ences in creditable style, and were
tetained in their respective charges.

‘"

‘ of the Montrose

Elder Macon, has all the people
of Pine Bluff ‘‘his way,” and seems
to be content to remain. UJudging
from the hat, suit, and shoes given
him by his good members as well
as form their high regards for him
.a8 a Christian gentleman, I decided
‘that he has redlly learned that
“iGodliness with - contentment is
great gain.” The Negro Suffrage
League a political onganization of
the city made up of such men as
Messrs. Price, Havis, Jones, Powell,
Taylor, and others tendered the
Biskrop; &is .cabinet, and few of
his leading pastors a reception. It
was a high class affair, and is an
index finger pointing to the pop-
ularity of Elder Macon in Pine
Bluff. ;

Because of thke ill-health of Rev.
W. L. Clayton, ex-presiding Elder
district, he ac-
cepted the appointment as pastor
of Mt. Pisgah, while Rev. J. M. Irvin
was appointed P. E, 'in his place.
‘While we have to %ose the strong
and matchless preacher, parliamen-
tarian, and companionble Elder
Clayton from the galaxy of P, E’s.,
in the State, we welcome Elder
Irvin and feel that under his care-
ful oversight the grand Montrose
distriet will lose no ground in the
“District March’ of the State.

Common sense, it seems to say
nothing of other qualifications
should teach those who as ministers
consider themselves big men in
the church, that they ecan never
make their landing by continually
pouring out vituperations upon the
so-called little men.

When ever a man condescends to
strike at a man beneath him, he
is thep seen upon a leve] \with
the man he has conspired to fight.
:1\ heavy weight should always stay
in the heavy-weight <class. But
Brother, “Forget not the day of
small things;” for be it useless or
not mseless, to consu]t these “Jack-
legs” as some consider them, they
outnumber the other’ legs in Zion
or other church: and if any man is
elected to any position in Zion
church. it will be, ifor the most
part, the results of the ballots cast
by these ‘little men.” Remember
that these “Jack-legs” are not all
“logger-heads.” They will never
allow one to mock them three years
End eleven months, and then the
twelfth” month use them as stilts
to step into a general office on dur-
1ngI- the General Conference.

am no prophet, neither
th_e son of a prophet, but I b:;-;ev;
with the anostle James that ‘qf
any man offend not in words the
same is a perfeet man, and able
to bridle the whole body.” When
one reads such things from the pen
of a so-called wvise man? he is
Eorced to ask with the same Alpostle-
Who is a wise man and endmaé
with knowledge among you? let
ttliim show out of a good conversa-
w‘i)s.nt'la?ul.s works with meekness of

But if ye have bitter
and strife in your hearts, gfon:srrymis
and le not against the truth. :

This wisdom descendeth not from
above, but 1is earthy, sensuol
devilish. For where envyings anc"(
strife is, there is confusion and
every evil work. But the wisdom
that is from above is first pure
then peaceable, gentle and easy tc;
be intreated. full of merey and good
fruits, without partiality and with-
out hypoerisy. And the frult of
;‘;lghtaggsness Is sown in peace to

em at i "

g 8 make peace. James,
This is the disciption of the m
that Zion wants and delighteth aér;
honor. We are looking for a man
of this stamp to fill the editors
chair when in 1916 the Zion Church -
will say to Dr. Clement come up

:;'ﬁ;’_ﬁr‘ “The last word has been
Little Rock, Ark.

e ——————

Thmqs Tabulated for the En-
suing General Conference,

By REev. J. 1. MCMILLAN,

Ist 1kat the ensuing General
Conference should enact a law, that
not dn no case make new appoint-
ments to a charge until said church
shall have paid the full amount
agreed upon for the support of the
former pastor and family; or shall
have given him satisfaction con-
cerning the same, This would en-
able the pastor to pay his debts
and thereby relieve him of much
embarrassment.

2nd. That in no case shall a pas-
tor serve a church without a writ-
ten contract, that said contract
shall be signed by the officers of
the church,

3rd That the term of the presid-
ing Bldership in the A. M. Ep Zion
Church, shall be four Years; how-
ever, that, he shall not serve anoth-
er term in succession, unless he is
elected by a majority of the annual
conference.” This would give re-
lief and encouragement to the

brethren in many sections of the
Church. ;

4th. Now as to the question of
equal lay representation in the
‘General Conference, that the A. .
M. E. Zion Church has not gufficiently
developed to undertake such a
mighty matter,

Tuakw“p Mﬂu J




