SHAKING THE
'PLUM TREE_'

Real; Vital Issues.

By E. D. W. Joxiia.
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* review of our great- Missionary
needs, and we have only now to con-
gider two departments.

The Missionary discussion can he
postponed -for the time being fm the
positive words of its present 'Secre-
tary at the recent «Council. He
said before Bishops, General officers,
visiting elergymen and officiais ot
the W. H. and F. M. Society, ladies
and gentlemen that the Missionary
Department as now run “a'nt fit for
anybody to have.” He also admit-
ted before the same august assembly
that ‘“he ‘was now nothing but a
figure head.” The discussion nar-
rows down therefore to the securing
ol a man lo conduct the affairs o1
the office who will not be a figure
head and who will keepu the office
“fit’” for his own occupancy, and
the glory of our cause of.Mission.
This department must either be
recongtruected, or combined with
some other department like the
Brotherhood or Chirch Extension
or it must be given entirely over
to the control of the W. H. and ¥.
M. Society regulated, operated,
and its revenues brought strietly
under the - management of a full-

active bgard of missions.
Tbe Migsionary Seer must be adited.
It must never die or be dealt with
as a cast off publication coming to
our homes. It has done too mugn
in shaping legislation, in stirring
‘up missiondry Endeavor in" giving
the work of our women, &8 the ex-
cellent last isgue of August by Mrs
M. L. Clinton their proper place in
the ranks of our progressive activ-
ities—it is a necessity and must not
fall into the hands of irresponsible
sauibblers whose best evidence of
their unfitenss is found in their pro-
ductions.

Finally the department itself
through Annual .Conference special
legislation and taxation must cgre
for our local or home missions
which are indeed the only sources
from which we are to draw onr
material for a larger and graater
*Zion.

Ere coming to the Eduecational
department, I must say just here
that the Finaneal department dofs
not need ~ wholesale legislation for
ite adjustment. Just one or two
little enactments will insure its per-
fect: operation. Move the head-
guarters back to Philadelphia whete
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tc the despised plan of drudgery
bublicans and slnners; and this
criticism will continue with -itg
raturally connected Episcopal s an-
dals until the regnancy of the writ-
ten law is obeyed by Annual Con-
ference Treasurers and their fnafice
committees and the Bishops are ‘per-
mittgd to unfetter _themselves - of
many cumbersome-money bags and
secratorial experts and given frae
chance to' exercise the sperial giils
6f heaven which fitted thera fTor
high exalted position in God’s
church. Regular, systematic, posi-
t'ie actual meetings of the Finan-
vtal 1 oerc mu3sr be held, and s*ae-~
wm=2uis of ‘e cuaarterly conlition of
finances must be made and the bond
of the secretary must be gilt edge.

Now for Prof. Trent’s discussion
o° our Educational department into
which he pleasingly and very ac-
ceptably interjectéd our editorship
ambitions.. This is indeed most
difficult of all other subjeects to deal
with. Prof. Trent is handling the
generalities of the situation -ably,
but has not as yet given us a specific
plan of easy and profitable opera.
tion.

T confess that I cannot now give
bim any bet'er, but must content
myself with siinple observations ihat
might help abler minds to arrive at
gomething definite and fixed,

1st In dealing with this depari-
ment, its schools and the destinies
of our young people, all seatiment
thould be thrown aside and nothing

perfect

new.
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Bishop J. W. Hood: was there,
casting over a ran e of service long-
e: than any living: Methodist Bish-
op. His very esme, when -ne
arose to announc§.a hymn, excited
tears of wondermgnt and reverence.

Bishop - C. R. gHarris, quiel and
unobtrusive was Mng events
with the same and high
tone Christiani

[Prof. I-

shere he siruck
wa.y at the flagrant
gnd took off the

rose higher

the héarers as he conﬁnued
},n disclose 'how profoundly appre-
clative he was to his many frionds
-and the Church that had made pos-
sible this testimonial. He declarad
that he was struck.by the intrinsie
value -of the Silver Service, that cogy
$200.00, as well as the genérnus

| motive: that occasioned this expres:

sion of honor to him.
‘I am the oldest General Officer

| of the A, M. E. @ion Church,” ke

said. "I have been in the gervige
o the church 42 years, since I joia-
ed the church at Tarboro, N. C. I
Legan as a clefk in the trustee
board and sutsequently served gs
-assistant class leader and “trastee.
I have never seen a Zion church tog
humble for me to worship at in an?
place.

" 'When I was in public office um-
der four Presidents, I found the A:
M. E. Zion Church in every instance
#and made ¥ my worshiping home.
Dr. Kyles says I have been conserv-
atlve. I have beén both consistent
ands conservative and my Cconsery-
atism has always Deen eon the sifb
of the Church.

The first year that was Eutor
of the “Stir oF ZioxN,” I came out
§165.00 less than no salary but I
have never been sorry of any sacrj-
fice for the Church. T am kappy
to have been associated with these
PRishops and ‘ministers in the build-
ing of this great Church. I am
proud of the laity of the Church
and have had some part with them

[ in heroic sacrifices to malke’this opr

but intellectual experts should .have|

e hand in prunning its boari and
its plans of operation. Men saculd
be trained who handle the affairs
af training others. [ am no special-
ist like Drs. Goler, Atkins, Profs. T.
W. Wallace, Martin, Trent, Walker,
Walls, Foote, distinguished and
learned philosopher Edwari Moore
of the chair of language of l.iving:
stone, Crittenden, Hanuum, Aggrey,
Carrington, Aaron Brawa, Sociologist
James Ed. Mason

great Zion.a potency for great good.

| T rejoice that this ineident 1% enact-

ed in the presence of®thesd gr
churchmen and in. this great chur h

I'plant and in this western - section

| where: the great Dr. Shaw has led
7 | the force in waking up new impulses

of zeal and iu kindling the fires of
daring connectional :nterpr!sa and
church achisvement. .

And I rejolce all the more be-

| cause-this testimonial is made by.a

and others and|.

therefore do not believe my view |,

should ocoupy any degrees of posi-
tiveness when ‘brouga* irto tom-
parison with their authoriative and
experienced positions.

not an Educator.
stands for and supports ed tlon
fnstititions produces but few edn
‘tors. This work therefore is the
work of specialists and with th
de‘pﬁ'rtment primarily as with &
'other ‘departments  seconda
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church -that is _destined to play a
_significant part in universal Evangel-.
jsm and in the final consumation of
divine punpose for ‘mankind every-
where.”

. Indeed this was a notable event
interest to ' flaymen .who
h the recognition of the Church

lannen

Society were still on hand-

ed much “to the services at
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ell '
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ticipatiig in the discussion of them .

to. profit and. ‘advantage.  But a
very interesting - feature  of the
chautauqua was the Bible Teadding:
and the off-hand and indepencont
expodiition of the ‘scriptures. The
originality of thought displayed by
thé various speakers was illuminag-
‘ing. Those woh weré there were
men who had studied and read  a
great deal. Besides their own lan-
guage there ware students there, of
Greek, Hebrew and Latin. If any
sroke from their Methodisi meorings
hewever thes were brouwsii back
apd safely anchored. Song and
prayer would soothe the over-
wrought nerves. JIt was a spiendid
beginning, it was a good tonic in
uvery way and it looks as il the
chautauqua. is here to stay, and It
should stay.

1 desire to Lift my hat to editer
Clement for recognizing my success-
ful struggle for real democracy at
the Council at St. Louis. Bui Mr.
Hditor my fighting ‘‘days are glid-
ing swiftly by, and I a plgrim
stranger.”

And yet I am pained whien I hear
s0 often, “A white man said ®0.”
Suppese he did? .

:W‘e want no wgr with Germany or
anybody else.

Some years agae Napoleon made
his wild dash for Moseow. Bat hs
rveckoned without a- knowledge -of
& Russian winter and Moscow snows. -
Let Germany beware. History has

1tsel-t-. :

PI'he Kaiser was bent on rulfng
or ruining., He is
bqth himself and his -Empire. -

'I‘ho man who ean not take &ra
of twelve hundred dollars worth of

"his own property is hardly able to
‘care’ for twelve thouasnd 'dellars.
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