Bishop P. A. Wallace, D. D.
" Delivered at Lhe 69th =mession ot

the Tennessee Conferennce. held at’]
Chattanooga, Tenll_;‘; Oct. 18,'1924.

Dear Brethren:

Under the pmtectlon of “Almighty
God, our all-wise and loving Heav-
eniy Father, we ‘are permitted to
cssemble in ancther annual confer-
ence. We come mnot only to give an
cecoung ' of our stewardship, but
from thjs high mount of vision, to
survey the field that we might prop-
erly visualize the fremerdoug tasks
which are before, us. We pray Al-
mizhty God to beStow upon us such
rentecostal gifts of the Spirit, that |
this entire annual conferenece, during
the days we may abide kere, may be
so imbued with power from om high,
that all eelfish and unworthy ambi-
tiong may be lrh‘al out, snd that
we may all be led to diseharge ovm
duty, fearlessly, wisely and solely in
the interse; of the Church and the
building of the 'Kln'don of God
among men.

The thought that tho true minister
of Jesus Christ is a co-worker with
God, is in active partnership - with |
God, whose purposes are ripening
fast, unfolding every hour, right here
before our eyes, i& almost over-
whelming in its conception. The
thought that this old world is to be
made a plage where dwelleth right-

evusness, justice, lm and brother:
hcod, by our working in active par-
rership with God_ should send us out
and down from thin hill of privﬂege
with hearts; on fire’ with hory zeal,
to render better service to our fellow
n:an, and to measure up to the g'rea.t
responsibilities which are ours.

By the action of the. Gnnqral Cun

| forward-looking

| the General Conference

ndanea of thought and action, and
notable because of its. progresaivé
legislation written
into! the laws tha¢ will govern the
('Ihu_rcti for the mext four years.’
Perhaps the most impoirtant act of
was the
New ~Financial Plan. The old plan
had served its day, but had become
inadequate, antiquated and obsolete.
It could not meef the needs of a
growing, progressive Church, and it
was therefore cat aside and a new
one took its place. The Budget Sys-
tem  was adopted. . 'The budget is

$210.000 a year, and is to be ralsed
Ly _coll g oné\doilar from every
member of h for General

Claims and one dollar in- additlon for
Fenevolences. !

This system, .if proparl executed
and falthm}ry lived up to by each
Lub.op iteuidlng elder, da and
member of the Grmh. in my judg-

of the Bhnreix, and put us on the
hlshway of pmpeﬂty, unga‘led
Dbefore in the history of the Chureh.
Ta order to do “this enry’h;dr—
bishope. presiding elders’ 'and pas-
tors—muat obey the law.  Paatora
&Te to make monthly collections and
pend them in to the Finl.nclal Sec-
retary. I
(Continued to page 5)

The paralytic stroke of pessimism
which has eeized the pew is, we are
told, -in large measure accountable
for the predica,ment in / waich ® the
Church flods jtself. In fect, it is tho
stocckholders themselves who are driv.
ing the Church into insolvency by a

policy: of doubt and despair w];lch
“would: gend any bnsinm into banl:

ference, whieh me; in Indianapolls.

. Indizna, last May, I come to AsBUME

the superintendency of the Tennessee
Conference.
&+ a stranger—though I may be 2
eiranger to some—neither do 1 fes!
like a stragnger in a otrange land.
But on the contrary, Lookout Moun:
tain, Missionary Ridge, and the hills
and valleys of Easi Tennussee are
scenes mMOSt familiar to me. I was
born within the bounds of this con-
ference. The first' annual conference
thay I ever attended met in old E.
St. church in 1890. I came as a lay
delegate reprecenting the Blg Gully
ckurch and the Unitia Circuit. Later
I was received as a preacher on
trial at Cleveland, Tenn, and re-
ceived my firs; sppointment from tha

Lands of Bishop Lomax, of sainted-

memory. I am sure you will pardon
this extended reference to myself,
when you know how pleased I am to
have the privilege of laboring with
sou for the ensuing four years, and
being once again among the gcanes
©of my early youth.

In taking the overeight of this
conference, I am, aware that I am
following in the yake of cne of the
foremost leaders and' churchmen of
the race. in the person of George
Clinton Clement, who wisely dirvected
vour efforts for the past sight years.
1 regard Bishop Clement as one of
the greatest exponents of Negro.
Methodism, and one of the race’s

safes; counsellors and leaders. I,

kave moted with great pleasuse the
wonderful progress this eonhrencn
kas made under his brilliant . leadar-
£hip. Tt will be my object to'take
tvp the work where he left ol!. and
to carry it up the hill of progress, if
maybe. & Httle farther; to strengthen
the things that remain nd to plant '
the bannerot the cm “and tho
standard of Zion Iet.h ‘on rr

bill top and in’ enry valley of "T
: . | in Ourtown suffers today is tbs fact

Fonq old commonwealth.
To this end, I summon each pre-

siding elder, each _pastcr.  every

vreacher. worker

I come not amohg you |

mpin; Ae
i iuﬂiéﬁt:u:%m f’oﬁ#’-’ﬁm:

mists hear the _problems of . th_a
Church’ discussed in dizzying phrases
ac problems of - world-wide signifi-
cance, and magnify a break in the
weall as a total ruin, beyond hope of
vectoration It i8, of ccurse, well
enough to view the Church's prob-
lems in the large. But. ag the Rev.
Lloyd . Douglas. a Congregaticna'
clergyman and author who has held
many important posts in church
work, tells us too meny in the pew
rrefer to discourse on thess prob-
lems in terms of world ruin than to
digcuss calmly the, probable reasons
why the Sunday morning, congreza~
tion at Grace Church, Ourtown, Is
insufficient to.fill half the psws or
underwrite the budget of its frugal
expenses. Yet. he goes on in the
Fittsburgh Christian - Advocate
(Methodist), “unless we. local agents
ond departmeni managzns. soon give
vome attention o tho smallor detafls’
incident to rour tasks, it is cl?ar that
we shall have let durselves in for
more perplexity than even)they us
pect who report disquieting findings
from the higher altitudes of prophet-
jc discernment.” He suggests that
{he situation be approached in the
manner in  which Nehemiah ap-
proached the rebuilding of the walls
of Jerusalem ' instead of contemplat-
ing the, whola ruin from a neighbor-
ing hmtop Nehemiah rode around
the debris one night with a note-
hook im hand. Next day he invited
repregentatives of the various ‘trades
| pnd unions, and persuaded’ ‘each to |
rebnild a portion in whieh "he was
particnlarly 'interested. ~ By lungh-|
time. the walls and the gate were as
good as rebuilt. So if eomething in
partienlar in your' churdt in Qurtowa
tretibles you. advises Dr. Douglas, |
attend to that yourself. each individ-"
: mal taking up a psrtlcala.r task. For
; inptance: e (f :

_%1¢ the only afiment your ehureh

that: your official board is dominated
hy some clone-fiated old rasca! who,-

; ~—yea, i1.he had rracticed the snme, disgust.’
‘every Inyal member of the Afrlcan fng economies in his own business . power of his
= -z‘lon chnrd:. dnwntown ‘thop: mu!mateus mthe utm_g_ ¢
r;umni m ot the - chrch, of hi
.m-swm hfmuelt a l.e )

ltu phbuﬁhel notahla for its “inde- |

raent, will meet the mwlng demanda '

ke a

Such a ques like door
leading te a p gallery, wher?
famous faces ' look from their

ere, i1s Chry:-
and next
hty in n.:gu—
and Calvin,
o the tace of
_gﬂmy col-

tarnisheqd fra

cstom, the g
to hl_!_II.. :A
ment.; The
Knox and
Whitfleld
liery of

wrought on the i
menr had umsh'i"
something of the '

Dsia, ’I‘slmgn._’ ‘a
strain us to say, not
There wers g!mtq

| they have rgt.mn!
the pulpit also p There seems
_The pulplt has
s press. Men
read more thap jdfd_thb_ugh
some think the 10 '

instruction lm_s _
no longer ‘th
| tyre. not can

hev, a vital pla.ce to. ¢ ﬂ?I
times, when the !faith of s
failed. and when materinliss
throatens all that thg soul
dear. :
If. however. we ooﬁ‘msa the” power
¢f the pulpit with the men who have
served It in the past, if we think
that anything ean supersede the- liv-
ing word that sways the multitude.
or comforts the solitary. we forget
the commiseicn of the embagsador,
and the Sovereign from whom he
comes.

The days of great preaching are
not over. There are still devoted
men of God. who without sensation-
cliem. - hold vast audiences from
week to week. There are others in
ouieter spheres, preaching the un-
searchable - riches of Christ, and
with what result? They bring en-
1ichment to the impoverished, con-

to the perplexed, and that help and
hea."lng with which alone the Gospel
i8: charged Such work is of incal-
culable importance. Such ministries
prove indisputably - that God still
‘speaks  througk  his ' servants the
prophets. The despairing. find hope.

The sin-burdansd ﬂn( relief. Power
to fight comes to- the warrior. and
ETACe 1O cAlTY the dafly burden slad-
dens the Christian heart.. “Your

inent scient!st to -eur la.te friend,
Dr. John Wamn.'. *has. been put to
heart into men to:: the coming week."
This is the peeunsr priviiege of the
‘ptl;pit. today.

" Yet eannot the same bexefit be oh-
tained from a good book or a racily-
written article In the Sunday newe-

needs even more. Truth comes most
powerfully through a senetified per-

sonality that hasg axpe!ieneed the

oodneuudmercyctaod " One
z’ctu!m iscapn.hleofnew
emphasia. It is “that “the Word be-
eamﬂeahud ‘dwelt' among us.”
Wherever Christ went, men fel¢ the

| with gulden grain. He'led men forth

® | wine-skins and gossiping the while
| nbouy a seapeerace son who ‘had ‘come

‘blehds with. our divinity in the puI-
pit, the more offective wilk be its

_hetter if he has had some business

solation to the sorrowful.. guiilance |-

l.eat work in- t:ho.pnlpit * gaid an em-

‘paper? Never, to the same extont..
‘Man needs the bread of life, but he |

the dry .a‘lkgl dm ductrlnas

scribes were aﬁ chaff jn contréa:

into ‘a mew world. The crimson gun
hetokening - fair weather, or the
flashing seimjtar of summer lightening
became :symbolic of spiritual things.
The ‘corn ripening under the kiss of
tlie gun oy Waving beneath the breeze,
cpoke of the Spirit's ways. The
ficwers decked the green mantle’ of
carth like the ornate embroidery on
a royal robe, and not only was Solo-
mon: eclipsed, ‘but the fact of God's:
fatherly care became. more certain.

While the wheeling ravens and the
sparrows chirping in the etreets
also spoke of an unforgetting Prov-

fdence. Jesus showed the mother in
{he home, leavening the meall, salting
u seant portion of meat. or even
| patching a worn garment, and the
commonplace became . o vehisle of
‘the eternal. And'the man filling his

hack, or heering of a traveiler who
hed been attacked on the Jar!cho
‘road, provided material for a master—
1y parable.

Christ e the preacher’s model. 8o
Jlong as hia servants strive to meet
Luman needs as Jesus did, declaring
the message of redemption, and ap-
rlying the Gospel to the problems of
today, the pulpit cannot be g spent
force. Yet that does not mean that
it cannot be more powerful than it e
at present. Men want to hear the
timeless” themes of the divine ideal
for the race, and Christ’s love and
sacrifice. They need the challenge
of the Cross. But the more humanity

witnees, 'l‘hste 4s need to pamambar

many a man g0 wesry of lma’s way
that he Iapke even the inc.linat!on to
esgay the ascent. The min:lﬂter who
is in close touch with men, and etill

experience, will make allowance for
such. He will be touched "with a |
feeling of their infirmities. He will |
impart reinforcement as well as re-
troof. He wi'l impart not only coun-
sel. but also comfort and courage:
TUnderstanding the discouraged and
despairing before him. he will Iay
Fs glowing human heart alongside
theirs, gs Elisha placed his body on
that of the stricken child. And what
an effect this lias on a.human soul!
Such preaching canngt be in vain.
When he has built his cltar and laid
thereon the sacrifice of mind and
heart. the divine fire wi'l kindle it,
and inspiration and conviction will
result. ;

There ig one other thlng that needs
to be re-sfiirmed, the power of the
pulpit depends clso on the pew -to
a remarkable degree.

- Great !;earing makes great preach-
ing. Without disparaging our pulpity
‘rrinecs, one ‘sometimes wonders if
scme of their success is mot due“to |
the /fact that people go expecting |
somethlng great, and so get it. We
need to foster that spirit of expec-
tancy. énd then—strive to meet it.
When & man feels that his congre-
gution has assembled not to hear him,
hut 'to receive’ the word of the uvlng
God, when he sees the look of ear-
nest desire in their faces and knows
that ‘both he cnd his message have
peen the burden of his people's pray-
ors. he will wield a power like unto |
/that of the preachers of the past.
Hie word will be in demonstration of

that the aunlit h'eiﬂita my daunt o
_'-anme- by :.heh rew« Mwmd

Muslc is a jea.krﬁ;n mmss and re=
quires much of “har ndmirers and:
fovers. Rigid and -qnlmu .must- be
tke prepsration before 'the agolytes

and priestesses who chant her can-
ticles and intone 'ﬁer pr.l:'em And’
‘thigs :course’ ‘of training mns trav-
eling over a lon( hard road, beset
with tfials and ‘tribulations that tax
the strongest: “ﬁb‘m of the soul.

But to thoaa'whd m the will
and -eourage to mﬂure to the-end
‘there is no grenter- mmﬂ ‘then is

the goddess ag it s conferred upon
worthy exponents of. haf art.

Sneh -an - exponent: sang ‘a few
nights ago to the doug!lte'wxhd pleas-
.ure of her heargrs. —.ﬁ.bbie ‘Mitchell,
dramatic eoprano,’ fncomme in
her art, interpréted’ a. program of un-
‘nsmal interest, with Meﬂﬂllﬂ Charl-
ton, Mus. Doe., (A.. A.G. 0.) at
the piano. . s wi-
The recital was glven ln -the .audi-.
Zion church, the Rev. G. M. Oliver,
rastor, under the ; aﬁsplvq!s of the
chiurch choir of; vh!uh ']lre. Ekis
Benson. Bourne: is OTEAN
and Mrs. Rnth A. m mtident.
The program uoverea a wide range,
and furnished am iatereaﬂns ‘back-
ground for !ntsmmﬂvs “ability ot
the ~artist and her awummm.
| German liedef, - Russian mehdie-,

for a goprano from “The Death of
Minnehsha,” second part of the “Hi-
awatha” triology, all sung in Eng-
lish. brought rare enjoyment tfo a

dience.
Of course, the au.dlsnea was not as

unfortunate truth that with all his
vast store of musical inclination, the
Negro is notably lax in patronizing
musical events.” Russian; Hebrew,
French, Italian, German or English.
artists of the calibre ef Abbie Mjtch-
ell and Melville Charlton would
Lave been graated by an audianoe for
which Rush Memorial .church could
have found no accommﬂa.ﬂon Those
present, however; made up 1n enthn
.slasm what they’ lacked in numbare

With ap unusua.la-llnguiptic equip-
ment at her com{:mml,- Miss Mitchell
clected to use only . English for this
recital; and it: was a wise deciston.

She sings the Italian, .Q'eﬂﬂ&!l and
French scores wlth-tﬁqﬁ;bengtbn and
eccent of a native, 3nd she: sinze
.Hungarian, -Russian, quﬂak_g w!th
equal facility. . But
etick to English {1
wasg favoring the.
dience who . mm

ot the ﬂrst grmzp
Vincent D'Indy,

gram bmught W s
Love Song” tmmfh 3y
 ip the fourth d;mm

‘the Spirit and of power. Like ,\P@r‘k—
¢r. knowing that-he h an embasador
of Christ. thetkoummyomwhelm
Tim for the moment, - but: realizing
1oot!m;h0mh qemalthe
Flernal King. he wili ‘be -strong.
('od’s word cannot utnrn to him<

mmh-

void.’ Amnmatugew-&mﬂu

ond group, - teking ‘the®
Gr!u‘l “Spring &

maonslbr
!m\nuln
mlnble
en.”
- with
Won. |

are admitted to thé‘rdnk'q"’d priests’

contained in the M‘Tﬁlﬁl‘ of .

torium of Rush ‘Mewmorial A M. E:

idge—Taylor’s wﬁndemmy=cﬂne song

discriminating -and sppreciatlve au-

large as it should have been. It ig;an -




