Printers' Ink saysTEE DispaTcH
eﬂmmion of msny

newspaper in the

i

i
—_ —_—— —_—

—

T

—_ — —

PATCH.

IF YOU DON'T READ

THE DISPATCH
YOU DON'T GET THE NEWS.

ESTABLISHED 1882.

-

LEXINGTON, N. C.,, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1903.

THE PAPER

VOL. XXII-NO. 18.

e

OF THE PEOPLE, FOR THE PEOPLE

AND WITH THE PEOPLE.

MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE.

Suit of Clothes Found Along a Creek
Where is the Owner ?

Saturday afternoon as Section-
master Graves, of the Linwood
section, was returning to Lin-
wood he met a fairly well-dressed
young man right at the place
where Buffalo Bill's circus train
was wrecked some time ago.
The man was walking fast, going
towards Lexington and carried
a small black valise. He was
smooth-shaven, would weigh pos-
gibly 145 pounds and was about
five feet, four inches high and
looked to. be about twenty-one
years of age. The t me of this
meeting was 5.10 o'clock.

Monday morning when Mr.
Graves started out to work and
when about a half mile this side
of the weeting place of Saturday
afternoon he saw a black valise
and a lot of clothes lying between
the railroad and the creek, which
is about twenty feet from the
track. A little investigation dis-
closed the fact that thevalise was
the same as carried by the stran-
ger of Saturday afternoon and
that the clothes were the ones
he wore at that time. A coat,
pair of pants, top shirt and un-
der clothes were all there, but
the shoes and hat were missing.
A few feet from where these ar-
ticles were found isa deep hole
where the boys in that section
are accustomed to go in swim-
ming. Mr. Graves thought pos-
sibly the man had been drowned
and sent word to Lexingtou to
the officers here. Sheriff Dor-
gett went to the place Monday
afternoon and the hole was
gearched as well as it could be,
but the heavy rain of Sunday
night had so swollen the creek
that a thorough search was im-

. possible, and nothing was found.

The clothes are of fairly good
quality and there was nota hole
in any of the garments, A con-
ple scraps of paper were found
in the pockets and ononeof these
geraps was a little writing, but
the rains had made the words in
elligible.

The entire affair isat present
a mystery., Mr.Graves is of the
opinion that theman did not have
an extra suit of clothes in the va-
lise: says he had it under his
arm and that it was so crushed
in that it showed there was noth-
ing much in it. On the other
hand, if the man went in swim-
ming and was drowned, what be-
came of his hatand shoes ? Some
think he pulled off his clothes a
fow feet from the creek, then
walked dovn to the stream in his
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TRAIN WRECKER CAPTURED.

Geo. Warfford, Who Tried to Wreck
a Passenger Train, Arrested
Here Monday.

George Warflord, a white man,
was arrested Here Monday and
is now in jail, charged with at.
tempting to wreck No. 7,a south-
bound local passenger train.

The erime with which Warfiord
is charged was committed near
Smith Green’s mill, a fey miles
north of Lexington, and the time
was shortly after the wreck of
No. 97, the fast mail. A few
days after this wreck No. 7 ran
over a pile of rocks placed on the
track near the scene of the mail
wreck. The engine was slightly
damaged but did not leave the
track. Later a young son of Jim
Crotts told that George Warfford
had placed these rocks on the
track and that he and W‘Efforcl
had laid out in a field nearby to
watch the wrock.

Tha Crotts boy is only 10 or 12
years old. He claims Warfford
forced him to go along and help
place the rocks on the track:
further that after they had
placed several thereon that he,
Crotts, knocked someof them off,

Warfford disappeared immed-
iately after the attempt to wreck
the train. Officers had heard the
boy's story and have been keep-
ing a watchout for Warfford, A
true bill was found against the
latter at our last term of court,
Monday Warfford | made] his ap-
pearance near town, and it was
learned thathe was trying to tind
out if the grand jury had found a
bill against him. Deputy * Sher-
iff Lindsay heard of him being
here, traced him up and made
the arrest Monday. Warfford is
now in jail.

He has served a term in the
penitentiary for breaking in a
store and is generally regarded
as & bad character. At the time
he is alleged to have attempted
to wreck the train he was an in-
mate of the county home, hav-
ing been a sufferer from rheu-
matism for several years.

DAVIDSON TAXABLES.

The Figures Show an Increase in
the County of $695,514.

Through thecourtesy of Regis-
ter of Deeds S. L. Owen, The
Dispatch this week publishesa
compilation of the taxables of
Davidson county, as reported by
the list takers of the various
townships. The figures show
an increase over 1902 of $605,014
and are as follows:

849,248 acres land. .. ..$2,131,242

WAS THIS WILL HARRIS?

A Negro Answering Description of
the Outlaw is Chased Around
Lexington.

Sheriff Dorsett received a mes-
sage from Rowan county officers
early Friday morning saying that
Will Harris, Mecklenburg's noted
desperado, was on the north
bound local freight then enroute
to Lexington. A negroat Spen-
cer who had seen Harris before
caught sight of him in the act of
boarding the north-bound local
freight, in company with another
negro named Martin, who had
just finished a term on the coun-
ty roads. He recognized Harris
at once and lost no time incom-
municatingthe facttothe officers,
who at once wired Lexington to
arrest the men on the arrival of
the train. The shoriff and a
posse of officers met the freight
and found Martin hid ina box
car, but the wily Harris, either
because he scented danger, or
because he did not wish to take
any unnecessary chances, es-
caped the danger by leaving the
train just as it was entering Lex-
ington. Martin was arrested,
but released for want of evidence
against him.

Later in the day an armed ne-
gro who is supposed to have been
Harris was seen at different
places near the outskirts of Lex-
ington. A number of officers
went out to look for the negro
but did not succeed in locating
him,

Subscriptions,

New subsecriptions and renew-
als to The Dispateh have been re-
ceived from the following parties
during the past week:

Mrs. W. C. Norman, Albin
Hedrick, C. A. Wood, W. A, Me-
Vicker, Andrew Sinl, Rev. W. 8.
Adderton, Miss Lula Murphy,
W. A. Reed, W. E. Reed, J. E.
Crowell, Luther J. Peacock, J. A.-
Embler, Henry L. Sink, N. H.
Slaughter, O. L. Davis, A. A.
Sink, W. J. Sechrist, W. M.
Koonts, A. L. Koonts, C. G.
Koonts, B. C. Gobble, W. L. Har-
bin, C. L. Helmstetler, V, Hum-
phrey, W. A. Walker, Jno. R.
Cecil, H. L. Conrad, E. H. Sulii-
van, H. J. Conrad, Mrs. S. J.
Sink, W. H. Peace, H. J. Michael,
W. J. Shore, J. W. Yarbrough,
Mrs. C. E. Ford, A. E. Shects, L
0. Perryman, C. K. Holmes,

Hedrick’s Grove Church.

Rev. W. H. Causey, the new
pastor of Hedrick's Grove Re-
formed church, has taken hold
of the work in earnest. Assist-
ed by Rev. J. C. Leonard, of Lex-
ington, he conducted a series of
gospel services there for five
days, closing Sept. 2nd. The
attendance was fing, the church
being packed at night, Twenty-
eight new members were re-
ceived into the church. The
people of Hedrick's Grove are
noted for sterling worth, and
their church is in a most pros-
perous condition. C

Mrs. Redwine’s Sister Dead.

Mr. J. D. Hedwine received a
telegram from his wife Monday
morning stating that her sister,
Mrs. W, J. Bradshaw, died Sun-
day night at her home in Wil
mington. Mrs. Bradshaw was
Miss Catherine McCuiston be-
fore her marriage. She had
been ill buta short timeand Mrs.
Redwine had been at her bedside
for several days prior to her
death. The funeral and burial
took place in Wilmington yester-
day.

Mr. Alexander to Wed.

Cards reading as follows were
received here last week ;
Dr. and Mrs, J. C. Kirkman

request the honour af your presence
at the marriage of thelr daughter

Claydie
to

Mr. James Houston Alexander

Wednesday afiernoon, Sept. the 16th

nineteen hundred and three
abhalf after one o'clock

Ptu%yterhn Church

Mt. Vernon Springs, North Carolina.

to| Mr. Alexander was formerly
scretary and treasurer of the| who outraged

- CLOSING DAYS OF COURT.

ﬁul Few Cases Disposed of From
Wednesday to Saturday.

At 5:50 o'clock Saturday after-
noon Davidson Buperior court
adjourned, after a two weeks ses-
sion. But very few cases were
disposed of fromi Wednesday to
Saturday, the most important
being the case of Juo. M. Burk-
hart vs the Aamerican [urniture
Co.,, of Lexington. Burkhart
was an employee of the company
and while at work for them got
his arm caught ina planer and
jointer, badly lacerating his Land
causing it to be amputated. He
brought suit for $6,000 damages
against the company, alleging
negligence on their part. The
trial of the case consumed over
two days time, and was given to
the jury about 12 o'clock Satur-
day. They returned a verdict in
favor of the company late Satur-
day afternoon, after having been
out for several hours.

Six suits for damages against
the Postal Telegraph Cable Co.
were compromised. These were
suits wherein plaintiffs were
suing said company for placing
poles and stringing wires across
lands without permission of said
plaintiffs. There were seven of
these su.ts on the docket and six
of the seven were compromised,
the one of Smith Green being
continued.

In the case of Ellis vs Crotts,
it was ordered that Ellis’ ferry,
on the Yadkin river, be sold, and
that out of proceeds costs of ac-
tion be paid and balance equally
divided between plaintiff and de-
fendant.

Only one divorce case was on
the docket this term—that of P.
A, Lewis vs8 Mary Jane Lewis,
both of color, agd the same was
gratited. o

The jury returned a verdict in
favor of the plaintiff in the
case of Gordan vs Hughes.

The Holton case vs the N. C.
Railroad Co., for $40,000 damages
for injuries received by jumping
from a runaway engine, wascon-
tinued.

Mr, Clemmons to Attend Re-Union.

The Greensboro correspond-
ent of the Charlotte Observer
SAYS .

It has been often stated that
to J. L. Clemmons, of Lexington,
belonged the honor of the dis-
covery of the principle of teleg-
raphy; that he imparted his se-
cret to Morse and that in about
three years Morse perfected the
system as his own, reaping all
the eredit and reward. Many
people will be surprised to know
that Mr. Clemmons is still alive,
and well. Some time ago Mr.
W. A. Watson, formerly of Lex-
ington, bot now a prominent
manufacturer of Greensboro,
wrote to Mr. Clemmons where
he now resides at Louisville, Ky.,
inviting him to attend the re-
union of non-residents of North
Carolina to be held here October
12-13, Today Mr. Watson re-
ceived a long letter from Mr.
Clemmons, accepting the invi-
tation. In the letter Mr. Clem-
mons says he is 91 years old, and
has not been sick in bed for 70
years, that he left North Caro-
lina 53 years ago, has been living
in Kentucky ever since, and has
prospered, that his wife and all
his children are dead, and that
only & sister is livingand he lives
with her,

He says he supposes the Clem-
mons family is extinct in Nerth
Carolina, but there are plenty of
them in Illinois, Indiana and Cal-
ifornia. He says that when he
left North Carolina there were no
railroads in this section, and the
raising of tobacco for market

then was but a small affair, and
Winston had not been begun,

at the reunion.

.y

was unknown, that Greensboro

while now he sees from the pa-
pers that they have become two
of the most important towns in
the State. Mr. Clemmons can
rest assured of a royal welcome

Wilford Roseboro, the negro
dkﬂhdu;hdyln

WOMAN'S HOUSE BURLARIZED:!

Negro Enlcrs_me House of Mrs
Druella Conrad and Steals
Money and Clothing,

The residence of Mrs. Druella
Conrad, widow of the late A. L.
Conrad, was forcibly entered by
a negrn burglar on Friday after-
noon of last week and a sum of
money, to-gether with a lot of
clothing, a hat and a pair of
shoes, stolen. Mrs. Conrad
lives near Conrad’s siding, this
county. She was away from
home at the time of the burglary.
Entrance jnto the house was
gained by breaking a pane of
glass in a window, reaching in
through this broken glass to [re-
move a stick holding down the
sash and then raising the win-
dow. S14.54 in money was stolen
from a bureaun drawer. The
burglar also cartied off a pair of
pants, a hat, a pair of shoes and
a shirt, belonging to Mrs. Con-
rad’s son, The lady wasintown
Saturday and reported her loss
to the officers. An unknown ne-
gro man was seen going toward

the house a short time before
the rohbery oceurred.
Struck by Lightning,
A severe electrical storm

passed over Lexingtou last night
about #:30 o'clock. Lightning
struck Mr. John B. Smith's res-
idence on Main street, tearing off
the weather boarding and knock-
ing down the plastering in the
room. There was no one in the
room at the time. Several trees
in and about town were struck,
but we have heard of no serious
damage being done.

Negro Woman Leaps to Death,

Winston-Salem, Sept. 4.—Zell
Taylar, the colored woman who
stabbed ‘Doughlas - Hairston, col-
ored, to death here Monday
night, leaped from one of the
windows in the Mayor's court
room at 5:30 this afternoon, fall-
ing a distance of 30 feet. Her
skull was crushed and one hip
dislocated. She was uncon-
scious when picked up and the
two physicians who were called
in say she cannot live. She was
removed to the Slater Hospital.
New evidence was presented to
the mayor this afternoon, indi-
cating that the woman is guilty
of murder, and it was ordered
the defendant be committed to
jail to await trial at the higher
court, As soon as this was an:
nounced the woman uarose and
leaped out of the window nearcst
her, headforemost.

Kinston Man Kills His Wife.

Kinston, Sept. 1.— A sensation-
al tragedy occurred in this place
at 1 o'clock to-day when Emmett
Boyett shot and killed his wife,
Lena Boyett, on the front porch
of her father’s house, on Blount
street, in the presence of her
mother and younger sister.
Boyett was evidently under the
influence of liquor at the time
and the act was one of predimi-
nation, as he had shown the pis-
tol, 4 358-calibre, to Mr. Walter
Fields while on the way to the
home of his wife, who has for
some time been living with her
father, J. C. Chestnut, a saloon-
keeper on North street. The
incentive was jealousy on the
part of the husband, who had
been separated from his wife and
a suit was pending for divorce.

Wreck Near Salisbury.

At Majoltea, a small station on
the Western North Caiolina road,
six miles west of Salisbury,
Thursday night at 9 o'clock,
there occurred a head on collis-
jon between No. 33, the West-
bound passenger train, and No,
78, an East-bound freight. Bag-
gagemaster Jones had one of his
hands badly brokén and Engineer
W. 8. Taylor was slightly in-
jured. One passenger,s woman,
whose name could not be legrned,
had two teeth knoe out,
Twenty head of sheep in a cattle
car astached to the freight train
were instantly killed, it is
thought from the shock. The
cause of the callision seems to
be with the crew of the freight

PERSONAL MENTION,

Master Ed Layden is visiting
friends at Raleigh this week.

Miss Louise Hanes spent sev-
eral days at Cleveland the firstof
the week.

Mr. Garrell Surratt, of Fair-
mont, has a position as clerk for
Mr. J. W. Finch.

Miss Myrtle Hanes, of Greens-
boro, is here on a visit to her sis-
ter, Mrs. A. L. Sink.

Miss Arline Trice, after a two
weeks visit to relatives at Con-
cord, returned home Friday.

Miss Ollie Shore, of near Win-
ston-Salem, is here on a visit to
her cousin, Mrs. D. L. Brinkley.

Mr. J. D. Walser, of the Eagle
Lumber Co., ‘is at Richfield,
Stanly county, this week on bus-
iness,

Miss Kathleen Smith, after a
weel's visit to friends at High
Point, returned home Friday
night.

Mr, and Mrs. R. .. Buarkhead
and Mr. F. W, Siebert were vis-
itors in Asheville Sunday and
Monday.

Rev. W. A. Smith and wife left
Saturday morning tor Durhamg
where they will visit for a week or
ten days.

Mr. W. J. Shore, of Forsyth
county, spent Sunday and Mon-
day with his sister, Mrs. D. L,
Brinkley.

Mrs. J. S. Delap, of Yadkin
College, spent several days with
her daughter, Mrs. A. C. Harris,
last week.

Mrs. J. A. Poteat, of Raleigh,
and Mrs. A, D. Purefoy, of Wake
Forest, are the guests of Mrs, S.
E. Williams.

Mr. J. C. Durbham, of Salis-
bury, spent Thursday night here
with Mr. E. C. Koonts. He was
en route to Norfolk.

Mr. Lawrence Grimes left
Monday morning for Chapel
Hill to attend school at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina.

Miss Margaret Slaughter re-
turned Sunday morning from
Montreat, where she has been
visiting for the past week.

Mrs. J. E, Sowers, of Spencer,
spent several days here last
week visiting her sister, Mrs. J.
F. Hedrick, and brother, Mr. R.
L. MeCrary.

Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Hege and
little  son, Allen, lett Friday
morning for Moore’s Springs.
They will be absent for a week
or ten days.

Mr. C. L. Everhart, traveling
salesman for K. J. Reynolds To-
bacco Co., arrived last Wednes-
day and is visiting his parents at
Arnold. He will leave next Mon-
day on a business trip.

Mrvs. J. C. Darbam, who has
been visiting Mrs. F, L, Hedrick,
returned to her home in Salis-
bury Sunday. She was sccom-
panied by Mrs. Hedrick and chil-

dren, Miss Zula and Master
Eecles.
Mr. H. Gould Welborn, of

Spartanburg, S. C., was here a
few days this weck visiting his
mother, Mrs. A. F. Welborn.
Mr. Welborn is superintendent
of the Drayton cotton mills, of
Spertanburg.

Capt. F. C. Robbinsand family
left yesterday afternoon for
Moore’s Springs, where they
will stay about three
weeks. Mail directed to Dan-
bury will reach Captain Robbins
at the springs.

Mr. Paul D. Howell, of Rich-
mond, spent Sunday here with
relatives. He left Monday for
his home and was accompanied
by his wife and little daughter,
who have been vigiting Mrs. Wal-
ter Mendenhall

Mr. W. G. Penry’iaft Monday
at noon for northern cities. Ha
went via Richmond. Mr, J, F.
Ward left Monday night and will
meet Mr. Penry in Baltimore and
the two gentlemen will then
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