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CHRISTMAS AT THE CHURCHES,

Children of the Sunday Schools WIll
Recelve Treats—Christmas Ser-
viees at All Churches,

The churches of Lexington are
preparing to celebrate this
year In the time-honored way, There

At all of the churches Bunday morn-

be services appropri-

the ooccasion and in some of

" the churches there will be special
music,

First Methodist Church—At the
First Methodist there will be a Christ-
mas entertainment Sunday night at
7:00 o'clock. Every member of the
Sunday school s urged to be present
and especially every youthful mem-
The entertainment will be
& treat for the children.

First Baptist Church—At the Firat
Baptist there will ba a Christmas
treat for the children Friday night at
7:00 o'clock. There will be something
nice for every child and some pleas-
ing exercises.

First  Presbyterian  Church—The
First Presbyterian has not announc-
ed its plans for the Christmas enter-
tainment and treat, but a delightful
time is promised. There will be a
big surprise for the children. It will
be given Friday night at 7:00 o'clock.

First Reformed Church—The Sun-
day school of the First Reformed will
enjoy Its annual Christmas tree Fri-
day night, the exercises beginning
promptly at 7:00 o'clock. There will
be sultable exercises and the enter-
tailnment will be worth while,

Becond Reformed Church—At the
Second Reformed the Christmas ex-
ercises will be held Saturday after-
noon at 2:30, There will be n Christ-
mas tree and Christmas exerclses.

Lutheran Church—At the Lutheran
church the services Sunday wlil
breathe a jovous Christmas spirit and
the pastor, Rev. V. Y. Boozer, will
preach on the thems: “God’s Greatest
Gift of Love.” On Monday night at 7
o'clock the Bunday school will ren-
der & Christmns song service which
will be followed by the usual Christ-
mas treat for the members of the
school. Offerings will be received at
all services for the Japan Misslon
School.

West End Methodist Church—The
West End Methodist Church will have
its Christmas entertainment Thursday
evening, beginning at T7:00 o'clock.
There will be a short address by Rev.
A. W. Plyler, pastor, and recitations
by the children, followed by a Chriat-
mas tree.
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yards of the crossing

CITY FATHERS IN SESSION.

wiy crossing came . R
#er, In behalf of the rallroad
n compromise by which, instead of a

flagman, the road Is allowed to nstall
an electric bell which begins to ring

when & train (s within five hundred
and continues
to ring until it is five hundred yards
beyoud.

At the last meeting of the board
the clerk was lnstructed to request
members of the school committee to
be present at thls meeting to explain
why the interest on certain bonds has
been charged to the town account in-
stead of the school, also why water

ghowed that of the $11,000 bonds Is-
gued for the use of the school, the

pald from the school fund, the rest

otherwise. As to the water
lights, he protested that -the

He
the

their bills.

showing that school |Is

in debt and steadily sinking.
echool bonrd will

to the school.

hoard.

he had simply advanced the money

Rass Is Held Up.

Lexington had excitement enough
Monday with the drunks, the almost-
riots, and the near-murders, 8o per-
haps it Is quite as well that it was
known to only a few that the erime
of highway robbery bad heen added
to the calendar of that eventful day.
But it is even so, and what Is more,
it was one of our best-known cltizens
who was the victim, the same belng a
gentleman whoes soul was unvexed
with either a local habitation or a
name until the day that he drifted in-
to The Dispatch office, where he was
incontinently christened Rufus Eras-
tus Johnson Brown; and such a city
directory belng found cumberous, it
degenerated into the sufficlent and
melodions label of Rass, Rass is the
saddle-colored presiding genius of
the place; he it Is who keeps thelino-
type man supplled with chunks of
metal to feed his voraclious machine;
he it is who sees the mall-sacks safe-
1y deposited in the post-office on mall-
ing days; it is his efeclent broom
that daily saves the editors from bury-
ing themselves under masses of
waste-paper and rubblsh; and it was
he who, golng down unto Jericho,
that Is, the Southbound depot, fell
among thleves,

Rass is of a simple and confiding
nature, and it ia to his Innate trust-
fulness that he owes his downfall.
Jonrneying Into the wilderness he met
one Charlle Potter, who, g
malice that lurked in his heart,

to be ed from the broad high
way Into the woods, Here the pe
dious

belng fortheoming, and nobody

ed until & copy of it could be secured
The matter of the street
Ford property was also postponed.

Fire chief Sprulll appeared before
the board, asking the usual exemp-

tion from poll taxes for his men
which was granted.

for company No. 1.

a llttle over $3,000 Insurance on this

leaving a net loss of over §6,000; II
the fire company could have reached
the scene In time fully half of this
loss could have heen saved. At the
present tax rate the town of Lexing-
ton has lost enough taxes on proper-
ty destroyed by fire to hall pay for a
He sug-
gested that Instead ol buying a horse
outright, the town swap its mules for
a palr of horses, one of which could
be used for the fire company. The
street committee, the Mayor and Mr.
J. H, Greer were appointed a com-
mittee to look Into the situation, and
a suitable

horse within the past year.

if possible, to acqulre

horse.

street was tabled; an ordinance re
quiring all hog-pens to be bullt ac

and carrled, that the matter be turn
ed over to the city attorney, who w'l

deems best.

and lghts should be furnished the
school free of charge by the town.
Capt. Robbins, for the achool board,

Interest on only $4,000 is due to be

belng part of two Issues of $60,000
and $40,000 respectively, the Interest
on which Is expressly provided for
and
town
should be willllvg to bear these bur-
dens as town and school are all one
anyhow, and the school committee is
nlrendy desperately put to it to meet
read a stalement
al-
ready some fourteen hundred dollars
The
nave to do some-
thing, even {f they find It necessary
to cut off three or four grades, which
would be nothlng short of a calamity
Whea he had finished
his statement it was declded that the
two accounts of the town and school
bourds be kept strictly separate here-
after, and that monthly statements be
furnighed the chairman of the school

Mr. W. E. Holt had been asked to
come to the meeting to explain why
the town should bulld a sewer on his
private property, or rather, pay for
one that he had bullt. He explained
that he had not bullt the sewer at
all; that the city had bullt it and that

as a conmwract drawn by the city at-
torney would show. The contract not
ap-
pearing to know what had become of
It, nction on the matter was postpon-

on the

He also made a
strong plea to the poard for a horse
He pointed out
to them that $10,750 52 worth of prop-
erty has been destroyed by fire with-
in the past twelve months; there was

Mr., D. C. Hayes was clected po-
lleeman to succeed Officer Ausband,
reslgned. A petition for an arc at
the corner of 8th avenus and North

cording to ne;u.ln specifications was

The cases of Dr, E. J. Buchanan
and Mr, Dermot Bhemwell, both of
whom were cited bhefore the board to
discuss certain polots of difference,
and both of whom failed to appear,
were next brought up. It was moved

deal with the refractory ones as he
Mrs, Barnhardt’'s side-

walk tax, and the poll-tax of Will
deceased, were remitted and

plans in the following paper, which
The Dispatch is very glad to publish:

A long felt need has at last been
reallved Davidson county has a
Betterment Assoclation, and we hope
that in this its first year, we can ac-
complish much good work.

We want every teacher in the coun-
ty to join this association. There are
no dues; only service required. As
summarized by the president of the
stale association, thls of course re-
quires the members to hold the fol-
lowing objects constantly in view:

public schools in the condition of the

houses In which thelr children spend | b

so much of their time,

2. To make the school house
model of cleanliness and beauty for
each home thereln represented.

3. To cultivate a love for the beau- | #Y

tiful In the children of the state. Mr,
Coon sald: “Ignorance s either
good thing for a community or It is
a bad thing, The means with which

& community or they can be voted
out. A good school house, a good
teacher and a good library are the
deadllest foes Ignorance has; they
can be voted Into any community In
North Carolina.”

This year we are golug to strive
harder than ever to make the school
houge the center of public Interest in
the community, We want the rough

for good desks;
plled, the floors sc-ubbed, the stove
polished, the windows washed;

placed on the walls, get a library and
keep It going: beautlfy the school

grass and flowers planted and play-
grounds lald off; finally, we want to
uphold the hands of the teacher.

At the very outset we are going to
offer three prizes: First to the school
that makes the greatest [mprovement
in the iInterfor of the school room,
Second, to the school whose grounds
are [lmproved most: Third, to the
teacher whose final report shows the
best avernge attendance for the yvear.
These prizes will be awarded at our
lnst Teachers' Meoting. Remember
some schools are going to win, It
costs nothing to joln this contest.
Let's get to work. We can have the
old fashioned spelliog-bees, Baturday
pienies, public entertainments—any-
.{thing so It brings sbout an Iinterest
in which patrons, children and teach-
or are naturally interested, and will
worlk whole-heartedly because It
is for “our school.” This community
of interest soon makes local tax n ne-
cessity, and the election carries av-
ery time, because the people have
seen the Improvement in their chil-
dren since they began to work for
the school.

Let's all get busy and have the re-
,|port of our work for the last teach-
ers' meeting. In all of this work and
any other that pertains to the uplift-
ing of the community, we will have
all of the help and enconragement
that & most indefatigable superinten-
dent can give us,

FLORA KATHLEEN REGISTER,
President of Davidson County Better-
ment Assoclation.

Messrs, Wood and Michael Argue

Ten arrests, hall a doxen men un-
der bond, one cltizen muech the
worse for wear, although on his feet,
Is the record for last Sunday, with
Christmas still eight days away. Nu-
merous revellers, having become too
hilarious in the nelghborhood of the
police, were held In durance vile by
twelve o'clock, but the first casualty
+|of the day did not cccur until about
.|two, when Curtls L. Wood and Wil-
llam A. Michael engaged In a person-
al disputation at the Veneer factory.
The debate soon became aerimonlous,
and Michael, by way of driving home
his argument, seized a fragment of
iron pipe about three feet long, and
applied 1t to his antagonist's cranjum
with such vigor that Wood instantly
.| took up his journey into the land of
{|dreams; when he Lad been Induced
to take an Interest in earthly affairs
agalin, he found that a three-inch.gash
on the top of his head hnd been ad-
ded to the list of his personal charms,
It takes more than sn
discourage Curt
morning he

;
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1. To interest the patrons of the

the | #

to banish Ignorance can be voted into | ks

and comfortless benches exchunged ) 93
blackboards multi- )%

grounds by having stumps removed, |§
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Near where the shepherds watched by

night

And heard the angels o’er them,
The wise men saw the starry light
Stand still at last befors them.
No srmored castle there to ward i
His pmm life from daﬂggr‘ (A 4th, 1 beg to advise that, in order to

But, wrapped in eommon cloth, our Lord
Lay in a lowly manger.

No booming bells proelzimed His birth,
No armies marshalled by,

No iron thunders shook the earth,
No rockets clomb the sky;

The temples builded in His name
Were shapeless granite then,

And all the choirs that sang His fame
Were later breeds of men.

But, while the world about Him slept
Nor eared that He was born;

One gentle face above Him kept
Its mother wateh till morn ;

And if His baby eyes could tell
What grace and glory were,

No roar of gun, no boom of bell
Were worth the look of her.

Now praise to God that ere His grace
Was scorned and He reviled

He looked into His mother's faee,
A little helpless child,
And praise to God that ere men strove

About His tomb in

One loved Him with a mother’s love,
Nor knew a ereed therefor.
—John Charles McNelll,

shades added to the windows, pletures | &8
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Mr. Craven to Greenshoro,
Of interest to many In this seciion

will be the followlng from
Greensboro News of Friday:
Friends here and throughout the
state will be Jnterested in the an-
nouncement Bruce Craven, an
attorney of Wilkesboro, will locate
here Jamupary 1 apnd that he will en-
gage In the geneérnl practice of law

L.o

organizgation, Mr. Uraven is a wmem-
ber of the well known state family
of that name a brother of George B.
Craven, formerly on the staff of the
Daily News, and was before recelving
license to practice law one of best
known school teachers In the atate,
having been identified with the Win-
ston, Goldsboro and other clty
echools,

Accompanying Mr, Craven here will
bae Mra. Craven and daughter and
they will find a hearty welcome
awalting them in Greensboro.

Mr. Craven Is a brother of Mr. E.
B. Craven, of this city and has many
friende In Lexington.

Moonshiners Attuck Revenuers,

There was a red-hot pitched battle
Thu.sday evening In the mountains
12 miles from Morganton.

Revenue OfMcers Kanipe, McCoy and
Roland and Sheriff Berry, of Burke,
had discovered and cut to pleces the
moonshiner “plant” and were looking
for the still, which had been got out,
when they were suddenly fired on by
the Incensed owners and manufac-
turers of the mountain dew, who were
armed with rifies and shotguns. The
cartridges in the shotguns had been
cut round just above the powder,
which has the effect of concentrating
the lond. Bushes as big as a man's
wrist were cut off by the bullets, but
none of the officers were struck, They
did not at first retarn the fire, at-
tempting to surround the moonshin-
eri. This being Impossible they sent
in & hot fusillade, which gilenced the
‘shiners,” who made for the tall tim-
ber and escaped.

The officers say they recogulzed
three of the men, Abel and Lige Rec-
tor and Jim Huffman. The Rectors are
sald to be desperate men.

Battleship Malne Will Not be Sold

The house of representatives last
Saturday acted adversely on a prop-
oaition to sell the ramains of the bat-
tleship ‘Maine to private parties who
desired to fit it up so that it could

war

Dowdy Released.

Charles F. Dowdy, who was arrest-
ed recently at Wilmington, charged
with the murder of his father, who &
short time ago was benten to death
with an axe pear that clty, has been
released.

He was released by Recorder Fur-
long, to whom the case wax removed
by Magistrate Harriss who Issued
the warrant. Several witnesses were
examined before the recorder, hut not
a scintilla of evidence was brought
out against Dowdy. The recorder be-
fore announcing his decision request-
ed an expression from the prosecut-
ing attorneys, County Attorney Mars-
den Bellamy and Assistant City At-
torney George L. Peschau, and both
recommended that the recorder not
hold him for superior court as there
was no evidence. The defendant was

clues which may lead to the appre-
hension of the gullty person or per-
sons. The arrest of Dowdy was not
made at the Investigution of the po-
lice, but county authorities. The po-
lice are proceeding on the theory that
two negroes committed the erime and
that the object was robbery.

Blg Compuny In Reecelver's Hands.

The American Warehouse Company
of Spray, a corporation modeled after
the plan of the American Tobacco
Company, was placed In the hands of
a recelver Friday. J. L. Clement was
made temporary recelver, The de-
fendant was given untll January 2 to
show cause why the recelvership
should not be made permanent. The
lUtigation Involves two milllon dol-
lars,

The complaint filed by creditors, al-
leges that becanse of o factional war
between the stockholders of the cor-
poration, headed on one side by the
Marshall Fleld Company of Chlecago,
and J. R, Morgan and Duke Interests
on the other, the solvency of the cor-
poration has grown so desperate as
to jeopardize the interests of other
ereditors. The Marshall Field people
are creditors to the extent of $415,000.
The unsecured Indebtedness is sald to
be $300,000, No muthorative statement
of the labllities and ausets has been
made,

———

A Duel to the Death,

Standing 25 feet apart, Ulrick Lang-
ford and Henry Driggers, poured
squirrel shot Into each other at La-
belle City, Fla., Friday afternoon.
Driggers expired before he could be
removed from the street and Lang-
ford died a few houry later, It is sald

Exchange Old Books for New—Rural

To the Editor of The Dispatch:

44 | conditions books should be in for

j|them to be exchangeable for the new
books.
idd | asking him to consult the attorney

|| general for the law on the subject
Mr. Joyner did so and the following
is the exact copy of the letter from
L) |the attorney general, which letter is|day.
M |now in my office:

|| entitle & text-book to be exchanged
ss [ for & new book under

i | adoption, the old book must be In
such condition that if there had been
no change, the book could have been
used by
schools.
that n book had its back torn off or
tla few leaves missing here and there
would prevent the book from belng
exchangeable,

% an exchangeable book Is incapable of
g | exact definition, but there ought not
lto be any dificulty

11} whether or not the book {s in such
#i |8 condition as to he usable.
8 | all doubt about the matter should be
resolved In favor of the child, and
every
8| should be accepted unless it I8 mani-
fest thnt the book could
j| been used by the child In taking the
{1 publie school course if there had been

no change.
(Signed) T. W. BICKETT,
Attorney General.”
I hope this statement from the ut-

torney general may be clear to boid
purchaser and salesman.
is wise for all parents to ¥:cure the
newly adopted books for their chil-
dren as they shall need them, before
the exchange period runs out
newly ndopted books will be In use
for five years If not longer, and It ia
very decidedly to the child's advau-
7t | tage as well as the school and the
|| teacher.

about the establishing of rural lbrar-
fes in our publie schools,

lish a $30 library by raising $10 in
amount in the hands of our county

adds $10 and the state adds $10 thus

of these libraries. When this appoint-

represented by Walter P. Gafford,|8: Arcadia No. 1 and supplement;
Esq., but he offered no testimony. Conrad Hill No. 4; Healing Springs
The police are at work on several | No. 4.

SCHOOL MATTERS.

Libraries—Faets That Everybody
Should Know.

1 have frequently been asked what

I wrote Bupt. J. Y. Joyner

“Replying to your inquiry of Dec.

the recent

the child in the public
1 do not think that the fact

“You will readily see that what Is

in determining

I think

ook tenderedd for exchange

not hnve

I think it

The

RURAL SCHOO!L LIBRARIES.
I have also been frequently asked

Any pub-
He schoal In the county may estab-
placing this

the community and

treasurer. To this $§10 the county
muaking the $30. A nice book-case
with a lock and key and shelf 18 fur-
nighed to the district.

Every two vears the legislature ap-
portions soe much money to each
county to be used in the estal

ment Is used up by a county that
county has then to walt until another
apportionment I8 made, or to recelve
the money nol used up by the other
counties of their apportlonment.

We now have applications on file
hefore the state hoard for the follow-
ing districts: Lexington, No. 3 and

Mr. J. A. Bivens secretary of the
library fund writes as follows: "I
cannot say positively just now, hut
think that we can take care of all the
extra applications you may send in.
I belleve we shall have something
1tke $2,000 left by November 20, 1912,
There are not many extra applica-
tlons on file from other countles.”

This {8 our opportunity. If we ex-
pect to establish libraries In our dis-
tricts, we should ralse the money at
once and send In the applications for
these applleations are granted ac-
cording to their dates, Every school
in the county should see to It that it
has one of these libraries, even If it
should have to wailt 1ntil Nov. 1912
for the application to be filled. It I8
to do this or walt another three years.

PRESTON 8. VANN,
County Superintendent.

Baxter McRary Re Elected.

At the closing meeting of the Grand
Lodge of colored Masons of North
Caroling Thursday in Greensboro, the
following grand officers were elected:
Grand master, R. B. McCrary; grand
secrotary, Dr. C. 8. Brown, of Win-
ston; grand treasurcr, A. Middleton
of Warsaw; grand funlor warden,
Shakespeare Simmons, Bayboro; grand
genfor warden, B, W. Purvis, A lov-
ing cup was presented J. W. Palsley
for being the best-learned Mason in
the first district, In which there Is &
spirited contest every year to secure
the honor for being the best trained
in the work. Several Interesting ad-
dresses were made by delegates to the
sesalon,

An agent of some liquor house was
in Albemarle last week, and Is sald
to have scooped up #everal ogders for
the liguid joy, It would be well for

number of asslstants to our chief of
B

to provile = sufficient

Misg Frank Robbins spent a few

days in Winston-Salem last week.

Attorney John C. Bower spent Mon-

day in Salisbury on legal business.

Miss Ola Horney and Miss Mary

Trice spent Baturday in Charlotte,

Mrs. C. E. Godwln, of

spent o few hours in the city Tues~

Mr. L. K. Pitzer, of Portsmouth, 0.,

spent Sunday in the city with rela-
tives.

" M. C. W. Trice and little daugh-

ter, Alice Virginia, went to Concord
Sunday.

Mr. Willlam Rape- |s assiting the
Lexington Drug Co. in handling their
holiday trade.

Miss Mildred Davis, of Wilson, was

the guest of Mrs. A. F. Welborn for a
day or two last week.

Mr. W. A Myers, of Route 4, Thom-
asville, was in Lexington Friday and
visited The Dispatch office,

Miss Annlda Simmons, of Charlotte,
spent several days of Iast week here
visiting Miss Esther McCrary.

Mr. Willlam Oates, of Davidson,
spent some time here last week as
the guest of his uncls, Mr, W, E. Holt.

Master Herman Boozer, son of Rev.
and Mrs. V. Y. Boozer, has gone to
Columbia, 8. C, to visit his grand-
father.

Mrs. A. L. Fletcher left Friday for
Stokes counly to spend the holldays
with her parents, Mr, and Mrs, J. W.
Pitzer, near Danbury,

Dr..S. H. Yokley of Beuna Vista,
Va,, spent a day or two with relatives
in the county last week, returning to
Virginia Wednesday night.

Misses Lois and Frances Willlams
and Maude Grimes were at home =
short time last week on account of
the Burgin-Greer wedding.

Miass Beulah Counrad, a student at
Salem Academy and College, is at
home to spend the holidays with her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. D. F. Conrad.

Messra. Bd Layden and Paul Raper
have returned to the city from Bed-
ford City, Va., wher: they have been
in school in Randolpa-Macon, to spend
the holldays with their relatives here.

Mr. Stokes 8mith, who is in the ser-
vice of the BSouthern Rallway at
Richmond, Va,, has returned to Lex-
ington to spend the Christmas holi-
days with his father, Mr. J. C. Smith.

past ten days has been visiting her
early home for the first time in elgh-
teen years, left Saturday morning for
her present home in Washington, D.
C. :

Judge 1. T. Phillips, for many
years clerk of the superior court of
Davidson county, now of Fairview, N,
C., returned home yesterday after a
visit of several days to his son, Cap-
tain Wade H. Phillips,

Mr. Young, of High Point, Inspector

of construction work for the United

States Government, was in the city

Monday looking over the work on the

public bullding. He will not make an-

::h;er inspection until after the holi-
8.

Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Senseman, of
Spartanburg, 8. C, Mr, and Mrs. T.
M. Hall, of High Point, and Mr, Joe
Hill Cladfelter, of Danville, will ar-
rive this week to spend Christmas
with the family of Mr. and Mrs. A. L.
Clodfelter.

Dr. R. L. Reynolds and Messrs. E.
I. Bugg and C. E. Godwin went to
Thomasville Monday night to hear
George Stuart's lecture. They were
delighted with the lecture and return-
ed proclalming Mr. Btuart the best in
the business,

Mr. and Mrs, 1. C. Cripliver, of
Bhell City, Mo,, arrived in the city last
Baturday night to visit their son, Dr.
W. L. Cripliver. Mr. Cripliver Is
pleasantly remembered by many Lex-
ington people, he having pald a visit
to this city some time ago; his friends
welcome him agaln,

With Our Bubseribers,
Mr, 8. H. Kindley, of Thomasville,

Route 8, was In Lexington Monday on
business.

Mr. P. W, Sowers and daughter,
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