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UNABATED, GREAT BATTLES
CONTINUE ALONG EUROPEAN

FRONTS WITHOUT PROGRESS

]
-

Austro-German Offensive Against Russians and the AM of
Allied Forces Upcn Trenches of Germans in the West
Continue With Heavy Losses, Chiefly to the
Attacking Columns of the Cdnten_d_ep.

-

FULL TILT AGAINST IMPENETRABLE LINES ®
ATTACKING FORCES FIGHT FOR AN OPENING

Germans Cease Their Attacks on Bzura River, Behind Which
Russian Troops Are Banked and Attempt to Find New
Way Into Warsaw—Fog Interferes With Fight-

ing in Flanders—The Turks Expect Attack.

London. Deeember 26. — Neither the Austro-German offensive
operations against the Russians nor the Allies’ attacks on the German
'ines on the West have made an appreciable progress. although fight-
me continues along the greater part of the two fronts with unabated
vtensity. In both cases the attacking armieg appear to have run full
it against almost impenetrable lines. )

The Germans, in the official report. announce that they have
vased their attacks on the Bzura river, which, with the Russian mass-
< behind it, stands aeross their direet path to Warsaw. They are
ww trying to find a way to the Polish capital along the Pilica river, a
wnsiderable distance south of Warsaw'.

Fog has interfered with battles in Flanders, but along t.he French
front the Germans have beén delivering fierce counter attacks. In
these. as in the Allies’ attacks, the losses on both sides have been con-
siderable but heavier on the side which has been attacking.

The slowness of the Allies’ progress is explained in London as due
10 the general staff’s refusal to sacrifice a great number of soldiers.
fhey are satistied -with small suedeésses -throngh artiltery -practice,
which in time, it is pointed out, should prepare the way for a general
‘orward movement. L%

According to information from Constantinople. the Tarks under
sivice of the Germans are fortifying their shores in the Gulf of Saros
aud on the sea of Marmora. indicating that they expect visits from
the Allied fleets. '

ENGLAND _MKES CHRANGES west-northwest of Hamburg. It is at

the mouth of the Estuary of the Elbe.
The approximate distance across the
North Sea from the English coast to
Cuxhaven is 360 miles.
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Viany Additions to Absolute Contraband
List Made—Washington Notified
Washington, Dec, 26—Great Britaln
twlzyv notified the TUnited States of a
vevision of the British contraband list.
The previous list of conditional con- |

iraband is maintained, but SulphuriReport from Ohile That Cruisers En-
sl glyveerine are transferred to the! saged Preves te be.a Mistake.

sbsolute contraband class. ’
The following additions to the list Valparaiso, Chile, December 26. — No
nf ahsolute contraband were made: | new sea fight has occurred off the Chil-
Tngredients of explosives, namely, ! ean coast, so far as can be ascertained
niirie aclid, glyvcerine, acetons, calciumlwday at Valparaiso. ‘
iwetate and all other metallic acetates,| Cannonading reported last night 15
culphur, patassium nitrate, fractions|mjjes off this port, by the Chilean tora
of distillation products of coal tar be-|pedo gunboat Tome, and which was
tween benzel and cresol inclusive, ani-|ggpposed to be an engagement between
leine, methylaniline dimethylaniline, ;. British cruiser New Castle and the
smimonium perchlorate, sodium perch-|ge, may eruiser Dresden, and converted
lorate, sodium chlorate, barium chlor-| .. icer Prinz Eitel Freidrich, is now be-
calciwm nitrate, mercury. |lieved te have been the New Castle sa-
Resinous products: Camphor and|j.iin. the flag of Vice-Admiral Sir
turpentine (oil and spirit). Frederick Sturdee, commander of the
Ferrdb allovs, including ferro-tungs- British squadron which sank the Ger-
t-1, ferro-molybdenum, fero mangan- .., gouadron off the Falkland islands.
v<e, ferro vanadium, ferro chrome. The Australian battle cruiser Austra-
Tungsten, molybdenum, vanadium, j,, "o 003 fn the bay this morning.
selenium, (_-oba.lt-. nﬂtanganese. wolfram- Vice Admiral Sir George Patey, com-
sg-heehte. moly bdenite,imang’aneseImander of the Austrdlia, came ashore
vre, zine ore, lead ore, bauxite. 'and paid his respec to the Chilean
\luming and salts of alumlinium, -
: authorities. He said that he had not
Antimony together with sulphides s
4111 oxides of antimony. met the cruiser New Castie while on
Copper, part wrought his way to Valparaiso, and he declared
3 p‘.pp ’ that he was unable to expl;lnhthe ori-
R i _ | zin of the firing reported off the coast.
Submarine sound signalling apphra 'gThe Austraiis hns  beéen crulsing

the,
Tires of motor vehecles and cycles|along the Pacific coast of South Amer-
: ica for several weeks.

thzether with articles or materials es-
pecially adapted for use in manufac-
or repair of tires.

Huhber, including raw waste g :
srrlaimed rubber and goods made;'l‘ronp- in One and Wounded Officers in

ally of rubber. | Othery—Many Killed .
i London, Dee, 26—A Reupter dispatch
GIERMAN COAST ATTACKED. ! from Warsaw- says that 400 men were
—_— ' killed and 500 wounded in a collision
British Naval Vessels Make Raid nnlhetwean troops snd hospital trains at
fierman Coast With Afid of Afreraft. | Kalisz, Poland. The troops were com-
Herlin, Dec. 26, (Via Wireless to Say- | ing from .Prusgna and the. hospital
ville)——The German admiralty made |train was preceeding to Germany with
ine following announcement today: | wounded officers. The trains were run-
m December 25th elght British|ping at full speed when they col-
“srships made a dash into a German |jjded. More than twenty cars were
- ¥ydro aeroplanes, convoyed DY | wrecked. -
made an advance agrinst the ' ap investigation discviosed that a
ionths of German rivers and dropped | vafjway switch had been changed at the
lombs on ships lying at anchor and 2 |159¢ moment. 'The station-master,
#a: tank near Cuxhavem without hit-)gwitchmen and others are under arrest.
"'z them or doing damage. —
The hydro-aeroplanes were fired at
ithdréw in a westerly direction. |
ieroian airships and aeroplanes recon-
noitered against the British forces and
Sioeeaded in hittipg with bombs two
Pritish destroyers and one other ves-
the convoy. On the latter fire
ke out.
"oz prevented a continuation of the
ting.”

NO NAVAL BATTLE YET.

1e,

and copper

tire

ARMY TRAINRS COLLIDE
and | ‘ '

NANCY VISITED AGAIN :

Two Persons Killed and Others Wound-
ed by German Bombs

Paris, Dec, 26—A dispatch received
hers from Nancy says that a Zeppelin
airship flew over that city early this
morning and dropped a total of four-
teen bombs. s

Two persons killed-’and two others
wounded. s :

Several houses in Nacy were slightly
damaged, but none of the public build-
ings was injured. . .

2] of

g - ]

;erman admiralty announcement
1 attempt by British wg.rshlps
<415t the (3erman coast is the first
“itintion of what appears to be a re-
MEoio the recent German raid against
: Fnglish ports of Scarborough,
“1iiby and Hartlepool. The British

orities have made no mention of
'8 tperation,
~Vvon the reference to Cuxhaven in
"= German announcement it would
“%6m ithat the German rivers indicated
*f¢ the Elbe and Weser. Cuxhaven i=
& [vrtifed German seaport, 58 miles

VIENNA STATEMENT.

Desperate Fighting in Galicia is Re-
port—Russians Take Two Towns.
Vienna, via London, Dec. 26.—Ths
war department issued the following
communication this afternoon:
“After four days of heroic fighting
Continued From Pazs O=2

-

WILMINGTON, N. C. SUNDA

BESIEGING ARMY
AT NACD RETIRES

banser to American Life and
~+ Property is Over.

N

CAMPS ARE DESTROYED
Tluee. 'WI.I' o!. A.ttsekln.: ¥Force Are
Withdrawm Under Cover of

. Night, Entrained and Left for
Parts Unkmown

" ¥ %

ey

0, Ariz., Dec, 26—Governor Maria
“orena, of Sonora, lifted the siege
itco, Sonora, today and retired to
- Southwest with his troops. - He
oyed his works, burnegd his camp
‘removed all his artillery.

w%ring the night Maytorena's troops
Wi and south of Naco left their p.oai-
tic ».. At daybreak they concentrated
four miles to the southwest where they
boarded a train which had beem there
gince the siege was begun nearly three
months ago.

General Benjamin Hill, commanding
the Naco garrison, sent out gkirmishers
who had a bloodless encounter with
the Maytorena rear guard. Hill’s men
took three women prisoners and picked
us a shrapnel shell left in the May-
torena camp. It was brought into the
garrison and exploded while being ex-
amined, killing three and wounding
thirteen, two of whom died.

Army Dluppmbd

Hill’s scouts reported tonight that
Maytorena's army had disapeared. The
railroad leads to Nogales and Cananea.
The scouts did not learn Maytorena's
objective.. Detachments of Hill’s men
visited Maytorena’s wvacated trenches
and returned tonight with considerable
ammunition and a few rifles. Twenty-
one cases of cartridges are =sald to
have been found at one outpost. Dead
were reported lying all along the line
that had - been accupied . .Bsy:Maytona.
In one spotj Hill said "his men found
160 bodies; at another 78. The total
loss of the Carranza garrison during
the siege was placed at 185 by General
Hill tonight. Maytorena's total loss
was filgur at 8§00.

On the merican side stray bullets
from the Mexican fighting lines killed
five and wounded 47. £AC05

ESER

‘boundary im"Amomnﬂ!ﬂ%rr‘dﬁrﬁ
ing the slege. Retiremght of Mayore-
na's besieging army fudfill® an _ an-
nouncement made by Maytorena after
+his’' conference Thursday with General
Hugh L. Secott, chief of staff of the
United Stafes army who came here in
an effdrt to stop permanentliy fighting
at border. points where bullets endan-
gered American lives and property. ’

DEEPENING OF INLAND
WATERWAY IS REJECTED,

Plaps, to Acecommedate Barges from
Beaufort to Norfolk Disapproved.

Washington, Dec. 26.—Plans to ac-
commodate barges of maximum draft
between Norfolk and Beaufort Inlet,
North Carglina, by increasing the
depth of Trent river betweén Newbern
and Pollocksville from nine feet to 12
fest were disapproved today in a War
Departmment report to Uongress, Work
now is under way to establish a chan-
nel 11 feet deep at Newbern, 50 feet
wide and four fert deep to Trenton apd
nine feet deep 1o, a point four mils
above WNewbern. !

Other Southern projects adversely
reported ineluded that to deepen and
straighten Coan river, "Virginia, at Its
main entrance to the Potomac, and one
to deepen the 'channel of Slades creek,
North Carolina, a tributary of Pamlico.

DEWEY HAS LINED FOF
 SENENTY SEVEN YEARS

=

:Many Friends Called to See
';j\,; Famous Admiral Yesterday.

| Retires at 10 Every Night and Reads

j .+ the Papers First of All in the
Morning—Is Still Young

Boy, "Sarys Friend,

——

Washington, Dec. 26—Admiral Dewey
was years old today. Secretary
Daniels, his aides and members of the
navy general. board, called on him at
his home aud rou:’ad him in good spir-
its and health. : X

“I feel very proud of the fact,” said
Secretary Daniels to the admiral, “that
you were appointed to the Naval Acad-
emy by g, Secretary of the Navy from
North Carolina, Mr. Dobbin.”

“] suppose,” Treturned the admiral,
“that's why I have been a Democrat

ever since.”

"He added he wasd enjoying life, but
that Henry Gassaway Davis had
told him he slept too’ much.

‘“What time do you go to bed, Mr.
Sacretary?’ asked the Admiral.
“Refore I came to Washington when
I edited a merning newspaper I usad
to get to sleep about 83 A. M.” said Mr.
Daniels. *“I have reformed.”

“T have heen _retiring every night at
10 o'clock,” =said Admiral Dewey, “and
i am up at 5 o'clock every morning,
reading the newspapers before anybody
else in Washington. Mr. Davis, how-
ever, who is 92 years old, and says I'm
a mere boy, thinks I'm missing half of
life Dy going to bed so early.”

~The admiral took his customary drive
during  the morning, then received =2
i AR, it L mmd frignds _

T

" Bullets by the thousand flew over the |

WHOLE NUMBER 13,8,62

-

Eight Arrested at Maile and Others to
Follow is Repori-—~Sifafiar Aetion®
in l‘frnﬂnMﬁltng'ion
in the n-lrl':.\

Manila, Dee. 28 —Bight Filipinos
have bheen arrested op the charge of
sedition as a result of an abortive ris-
ing vin Manila and its environs on
Thursday night. Further arrests are
probable. From a.rﬁg_\-' sources, it is
learned that a genﬁr’ﬂ warning was
sent to all officers Thnrsday afternoon
| stating that fully 10890 Filipinos in

UBLY GHARGE MADE
NGAINST SILLIMAN

In Regard to Iturbide, at
Mexico City_'.l

BUT IS DISREGARDED

~Wlulunston Government Much Imter-
ested in-the Release of Former
' Governor at Mexico City—

May be Arrested. '

Washington, Dec. 26.—Secretary Bry-
an said today that the Unite'r.l States
government was contieuing"its efforts
with the Gutierrez government to ob-
tain a general amnesty for politiecal
ofienders, both in and out of Mexico.
He declared the question of recognl-

tion of the Gutierrez administration
had not been considered and made it

| Manila alone were rﬂf for a concert-
ed attack on Fort Sa g0, the Cuartel

t Espana, the. Cuartel Infanteria and the j
‘est . in the safety of former Governor

| medieal
!

depot.  The military units
were prepared and 4 'street patrol was
started at dusk. ' -
Constabular agents who are
bers of the secret societies disclosed
the plans for an uprising, thus enab-
ling a force of constabulary and police

mem-

plain that the amnesty had not been
asked for as a prerequisite to recogni-
tion.

Officials here are taking much inter-

Iturbide, who has left Mexico City for
the United States through the influence
of the American government., General
Palafox, a Zapata adherent and mem-
her of the Gutierrez cabinet, is quoted
as saying that Iturbide would be ar-
rested if caught before -he reaches the
border. Should that occur, it is proba-

to disperse gatherings at Bagumbayan,
Paco and Navotas, nepr Malabon.
Caloocan a squad of American sailors
seized chairs when a force of Filipinos
approached a dance hall in which they
were gat g ed, and, usmg the chairs
as weapons, routed the Filipinos, of
whom qguite a number were Injured.
Was Poorly Organized.

The rising wasg evidently poorly or-
ganized and lacked leaders. It was
composed for the most part of persons
impliecitly trusting the word of_ Arte-
mio Ricarte, a revolutiomdst, who con-
ducts a continual - propaganda from
Hong Kong, 'to-which plzee he was ban-
ished by the Ameriean authorities soma
time ago. Ricarte, it is stated, advised
that the. anti-American . attempt . be
made on Christmsids éve, when the Amer-
ican officers woiild be expected to cele-
brate the holiday. ° .= °

from. ‘the

orts

ovincgs tell of
onal violence,
The situation today, from all ap-
pearances, according to official state-
~ments is well under control of the mil-
1itary authoritises.

Governor' General Francis Burton
Harrison happens to be away on offi-
cial business and Winfred T. Denison,
Secretary of the Interior, is in charge
of affairs;, pending Mr. sHarrison’'s re-
turn.

Fight Near Cipital.

Reports from Navotas, six miles
{ north of the capital say that simultan-
eously with the outbreak at Manila |
{ Christmas eve, 30 men entered the mu-
' nicipal building, seized three policemen
on duty there and tried to open the
gafe. ;

Later the Filipinos seized attendants
conducting midnight mass and captur-
ed the Filipino governor, Melendres.
"When police reinforcements arrived
the revolutionists fired a volley and
then retreated. Later they exchang-
‘ed s wWith apother force and in this
engagenient the constabulary Sulceeds
ed in arresting ten men. i

In all 21 Filipinos were taken pris-
oners at Navotas. [

The mnationalist newspapers accuse!
the other political parties of fomenting i
the revolution and they also hint that !
some Americans were concerned in 1t
In an effort to guash the Jones' bily,
which containe provisions for a great- |

(Continued on Page Two) i

BANDIT DIES N FIGHT
* WITHWESTERN OFFGER

Appénrance of Marshal Savesl
. Twenty Men.

—— p
Except for Timely Appearance of Offi- |
cer Hold Tp of Crowded Pool
Room im Oklahoma Town

Was a Success,

Cleveland, Okla., Deec. 26.—An

known bandit was killed, Chief of Po-
lice W.&. Fenton was shot through the
leg and two citizens were wounded in
! a sensational battle here today, result-
ing from an attenipt to’hold up 20 men
in a billiard room.

Fenton was pa.hsing the place and
saw the men inside with their hands
up. The bandit was making them toss
their money upon a pool table. The
policeman stood in the front door and
emptied his revolver at the robber, who
returned the fire. Fenton was shot
through the leg, two other men re-

ceived flesh wounds and a bullet piere-
ed another's hat. : .

The chief rusheé out of the place, se-
cured -another .revolver and met the
blood covered robber as he came out
of the rear door. Lying on the ground,
Fenton riddled the fellow with bullets,
' The.dead man was about 28 years old
and used a white silk handkerchief for
a mask. : i

un-

Washington, Dec. 26.—Thirty-six rifle
clubs from 34 cities participated this
week In the opening match of the rifie
club gallery champiomrship, under aus-
pices of the National Rifle .Association
of America. Bridgeport, Conn., lead

class A, scoring 990 ageinst a score of
058w JMansbhasiar N H.

]grateful to Iturbide, although an offi-
{cial under preceding governments, he
i remained in Mexico City to protect for-

ble urgent representations in his be-
half would be renewed.

United States government is

eigners and maintain order after the
Carranza troops evacuated rather than
make good his own safety by flight.
- Charges Against Sillimam.
American Consul Silliman at Mexico
City reported today that General Pala-
fox had issued a statement charging
that he (Silliman), special Agent Leon
Canova and others had accepted a bribe
of 500,000 pesos to efiect the release of
Iturbide. ’
M. Silliman, in his report, dismissed
the story of the bribe as absurd.
Consul Canada's = dispatches to the
State Department from Vera Cruz to-
day made no reference to fighting there

vesterday between Carranza an_'c.l Villa |

troops, and the other sources of infor-
mation on Mexican affairs here were
without advices.

| A delayed official dispaich from Tam-

pito feached Lhe Stale Department to-
day giving addltional, informsaticen or
the fighting on Deceimber 23rd between
the Carranza and Villa forces at Eba-
no station, near there. The message
said the Carranzo forces under General
Velasco were gradually falling back in
the direction of Tampico. Official re-
ports given out at Carranza headquar-

| ters last night said Villa's troops had

been defeated at Ebano station.
‘" STARVATION IN WEXICO.

Reports Issued by Hed Cross—Egual to
European Countries.
Washington, Dec. 26.—Conditions of
famine and suffering In Mexico, said
by some observers to rival the distress
in the IBuropean theatres of war, were
described in reports issued today by

the American Red Cross.
Consul General Hanna sent the fol-
lowing message from Monterey:
“There Is ,an alarming shortage of
staple food supplies. Several outlying

the wintel Keeps oold, there will be
great suffering., I need 2,000 cheap
blankets. After four vears of war this
whole country is short of food.”

The consul at Matamoras said:

“The conditions in Europe which

i shock the ecivilized “world have existed :
' here against our borders for four years |

Mexico is peopled with
Page Two)

unconsidered.
(Continued on

BLAGKS IN PISTOL DUEL.
 WHITE GIRLS WOUNDED

Feeling High -at Jonesville,
South Carolina.

Prominent Young Ladilex of South Car-
olina Town Seriously Injured—
Both Negroes Are Wounded
im a Shooting Secrape.

L
L

Jonesville, 8. C., Dec. 26. -— Marie
Fowldr and Myrtie Coleman, members
of pfou:inent local families, were struck
by stray bullets when Will Haney and
Cranford Thomson, negroes, engaged
in a2 pistol duel at the railway station
here late today, Miss Coleman is said
to be dangerously wounded, one bullet
having passed entirely through her
body. ; .

Miss Fowler's hurts are reported to
be painful, but not dangerous.

The negroes, who are in jail, proba-
bly will be taken to ¥nion for safe-
keeping, as indignation here is gen-
eral and county ol’ﬁcigls fear an at-
tempt at Lynching. Haney is said to
have been dangerousiy wounded. The
c:ther. neg'ro :wa's slightly injured only.

LANDED IN JAIL.

i Officers Reach Unjpmn, S. C., With ¥Fris-

oners—Snfely lLoeked Up.
Union, 8 C., Dec. Z6.—The two ne-
groes arrested at Jonesville late todawv
for firing shoits whiéh wounded two
white girls, were brought to the county
jail here for safe-keeping tonight. Of-

ficials .say the danger of an attempt at
ynehine ths mnoceosa mpabobly is nast,

OITY OFFIGIAL
IN HANDS OF LAW

— —

.
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General Clean-Up at Terre!
- Haute Includes Mayor,

—————

CITY JUDGE 4ND OTHERS

Threatened Bombardment

—

Arrest Made on Indictments of Federal l
Grand Jury Charging Comspiracy

to Corrupt Recent Elections, |
Ninety=-Three Taken.

Saflors From American Merchantman
Attacked and Captain Wounded
When French Citizens Taken
on Hoard Ship

— ey

Washington, Dec, 26—Secretary Dan=
called on Captain Oman,

Indianapolis, Dec. 26.—Nearly e\‘eryf
member of the city administration of |iels today
Terre Haute is in the hands of United | commander of the armored cruiser
States authorities tonight as a result | North Carolina, to report whether
of wholesale arrests last might, today | threats of violence had been made by
and tonight on indietments charging a,;Turks' at Tripoli against American
conspiracy to corrupt the election of |'sailors. Athens dispatches published
November 3rd, last. Early tonight 93’;!.0(13)’ said an American warship had

erts, a candidate for the Democratic

nomination for Governor in 1916; Den-
nis Shea, sheriff of Vigo county; Judge
IEli H. Redman, city judge; Thomas S.
ﬁSmith. and other leading Terre Haute
politicians had been taken into custo-
ay. :

Unable to furnish bond of $10,000 de-
l manded by United States’ Marshal Mark
Storen, Mayor Roberts tonight was in-
cluded in a party of 22 prisoners who ,American, British and French consuls,
had failed to provide bond, and Was ,,.4 that the attacks on the Americasn

’ The North Carolina and the Tennes-
see both are at Beirut today, the Ten-
nessee having gone to that port from
Jaffa after depositing gold. Beirut is
forty miles South of Tripoll, where the
,disorders were said to have occurred

being brought here to be jailed. The = : )
others had been released on Imndal‘-'-re“' of a commercial ship and the
eacn. | threatened bombardment of Tripoli by

lranging irom 32,5600 to $10,000
Sheriff Shea and Judge Redman were
freed an bonds of $10,000 each.

About the only important officinl of |
Terre Haute not arrested is IEdward |
Holler, chief of police, who is now |

serving a sentence in the Vigo county ' . ! ¥ =
jall for contempt-of court. Frank C. l(rew of American Merchaniman Re

Daly, United States district attorney | ported to Have Heen Attacked

for Indiana, who conducted the investi- | | London, Dec, 27—A Reuter dispatck
gation which resulied in the grand | v

Ithe - American man-of-war followed.

REPORT FROM ATHENS

TRIPOLI IS THE SCENE

persons, including Mayor Don, M. ,Rob-  threatened a bombardment as a result.’

One_report was that Turkish authori-
‘ties sought to prevent the departure ot

jury indietments, said todayv that Hol-
ler was among those indicted but that
he probably would not be arrested un-
til he had completed his sentence.

Steps taken by Marshal Storen in
Terre Haute tonight indicate that oth-
er arrests are to be made. 1t is said
more than 125 persons were named in
i the indictments. y

Mayvor Roberts is charged with many
overt dets in the indictment. He Is ac-

{ propriztors of# galoons,
~gamdling.houses gnd resoris, to be used
Tor the zegisiration of voters; of hir-

ing men to transport. reveaters. from
one precivet to another: of conspiring
to place only -aeu his monev could in-

| fuence on certain. eiection boards, of
lordering the arrest oi certain men to
‘prevent their voting and of direeting
| the making of fulse registration cards.
. Similar overt acts are named against
[all arrested and some also are charked
iwith streng arm tactics to intimidate
|tlle electoriate. Ie is charged that the
postal laws were violated in that the
lalleged conspiracy was further through
,the mails. Federal authorities con-
itended that inasmuch as a United
 States senator and congressmen were
voted for the Federal government has

ijuriadiction.

PROGRAM FOR REVISION

{
|

[

cused of levying assessments against
dance halls, |

1!1‘0111 Athens sayvs it was
| States cruiser North Carolina which
i threatened to use its guns at Tripoll,
| 8yria. The North Carolina, convoying
| the, American steamer Virginia had
i proceeded to Tripoli and the command-
ler requeSted the Turkish authorities
to permit the British and French con-

suls to depart with their nationals re-
sident in Tripoli. This request was
refused.

[ Virginia, but were aitacked Ly a meb
il whoe woulides the captain and first of-
'ficer. " When the North Carolina threat-
‘ened io fire the miob fled.

he Virginia, escorted by the North
left Tor Dedeaghatch and the

i Careolina,

i North Carolina later proceeded for
BEmyrna.
Many French refugees, the dispatch

adds have already arrived at Plraeus.

The TUnited Stateg cruiser North
Carolina, according to a Washington
dispatch of Deecember 16th proceeded
from the Island of Scios, on the coast
of Asia minor, for Alexandria, to take
gold to Jaffa for the relief of Jews in
Jerusalem. Jaffa is about 150 miles
South of Tripoli.

S e ———

OF

 STATE TAX SYSTEM OUTLINED

T tewns age appealing to me for help. If

]

?
|
!

State Tax Commission, in Report for the Legislature, Recom-
mends Re-Assessment of Real Property in 1916 at Its

| Real Money Value, With Reduction in Rate of
! Levy Made Definite and Certain in Advance.
i Present System Admittedly Inadequate.

—

Raleigh, N. C., 'Dec. 26.—That all
property in the State, real as well as
personal, be placed on the tax books at
its real value in money; that a record
of the selling prices of real estate in
! the respective communities be averaged
for a year to be used as a partial basis
for ascertaining the value; that the tax
|rate be reduced to such a level that
‘{the re-assessment of the property will
result in an increase of not more than
6 per cent in the State's revenue from
this source, and that this re-assessment
! not to be made before 1916, are some of
| the vital recommendztions made to the
Legislature by the State Tax Commis-
sion in its report just submitted to
]
! Governor Craig.
i The report in fact outlines the yTax
{ Commission’s proposed programme for
| the solution for the vexatious problem
101’ the State’'s system of revenue and
ltaxatlon. The commission cites nu-
!merous complaints pointing out de-
fects, inadequacies and 'inequalities in
the present system of taxation, admits
the existence of such defects and un-
dertakes to outline the remedy, the ap-
plication of which the commission be-
lieves will solve the problem. The re-
port is signed by E. L. Travis, chalr-
man: Geo. P. Pell and W. T. Lee, who
constitute also the Corporation Com-
mission, and by A. J. Maxwell, clerk.

The Tax Commission cites the fact
that it recommended to the last Gener-
al Assembly changes In e Revenue
and Machinery Acts as to leVvy and list-
ing of license taxes under Schedules B
and C; the levying of a franchise tax
on corporations that would reach the
Ilarge foreign corporations doing busi-
! ness in the State, and to enforce col-
| lection of income and Inheritance iaxes,
from which sources it predicted there
| would be substantially increased reve-
{nue. “Our recommendations as to these
taxes were adopted, except that the
rates we suggested on corporations and
inheritances were modified,” =ays the
commisgion ‘““We ears gratifiad 0 raa

pori that there has resulted increased
revenue from shese sources during the
two years, 1913 and 1914, as coimnpared
with 1911 and 1912, as follows:
“Automiobile licenses, $117,7%1; Corpo-
ration franchise, $53,2956: Express come
panies' {ranchisge, $21,170: Inheritance
taxes, $21.,485; Railroad privilege taxe-
es, $36,929; Telegraph companics’ priv-
ilege taxes, $3,417; Telephone  compa-

nies" privilege taxes, $11,656; lLicenses
B and C Schedule (from counties)
3109,216. Total $375,074.

“There were also increases in insur=-

lance tax receipts of $111,609, making
a grand total of $486,688."
The report sets forth that “the ad-

ministration of the Machinery Aect, in
which we have had the co-operation nf
local authorities, has resulted in ine
creases, without a re-assessment of
real estate, in the wvalue of general
property listed from $747.500,000 in
1912 to $783,913,000 in 1912. Reports
from 83 counties in 19214 show an iit-

crease in these counties of %21,000,000
over 1913. Thia will very probably
amount to $25,000,000 when all %He

counties have reported, fo that the val-
ue of all property in 1914 will be abodg
$808,000,000."

Present Syatem Inadequate.

After citing the Commission’'s activ-
ities in the matter of Inheritance tax-
es, related to which subject the hody
nowihas a suit pending before the Bu-
preme Court, the report refers to tha
proposed constitutional amendment on
revenue and taxation, saving:

“The failure of the people tq ratify
the recently propoged amendment ta
the Constitution in respect to taxa-
tion has been interpreted by some ae
an expression of satisfaction with our
present system of taxation. While we
tegard this conclusion as correct as
| regards the principles of the present
| syvstem, and esapecially as to the -prin-
ciple of equal and uniform taxation of
tall property,
it as expre:‘sing satisfaction
existing assessment and listing of prep-
erty in the State under that system.
On, the contrary, inasnmuch as the prin-
ciple of eanal and wuniform:
L LContinued on Page Thrau-

taxation,
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