[ THE WEATHER |.

Fair Friday, somewhat colder except
extreme west portion; Saturday falr, -
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WHOLE NU‘M_BEB 39,345

MEN AND SUPPLIES
MOVING TO FRANCE
ON SCHEDULED TIME

ghipping Board is Supplying All
Transportation Require-
ments of Army

NAJOR OPERATIONS N!AB
American Army Officers Believe
That They Can Not be Much
Longer Delayed

ALLIES MAY MAKE DRIVE

Gemany's Great Preparations
Probably for Defense

weshington, March T7.—Troops and

gopplies for General Pershing’s forces
zow are moving to Framnce on sched-
pled time, it was learned today on high
suthority. While figures may not be
published, it was stated positively that
wansportation - requirements of the
srmy are being met by the shipping
boerd and the immediate situation was
jescribed as satisfactorily.

Reports Eagerly Scanmedi.
In view of this assurance that the

[nited States win pe able to maintain
its place as a fighting unit on the bat-
tlefront, Treports from the western
front are being sSeanned more eagerly
tpan ever by officers here for the first
gigns of the 1918 campaign. It is felt
strongly that the opening of major
gperations in what President Wilson
has predicted will prove the decisive
year of the great war will not be much
longer delayed. =x
Mud Determining Faector.

Mud has been the determining.factor
of many previous western front opera-
tions. So long as the ground is soft
with the winter raimns, it is impossible
to move forward great guns and nec-
essary transport treins to support am
sdvancing Hne. KEven in nders,
however, indications this year are that
the ground will harden early in spring,
permitting either side to undertake the
enterprises planned. ’

April the “Driving” Month.

In previous years April has seen of-
fensive operations s8et in motion by the
aliies. For that reason many ofiicials
here seem to anticipate raldime and
minor assauits before the middle of
nex: month which wili show in them-
selves that the ground is being mapped,
information obtained and .loecal strate-
gic advantages establ by one side
or the other in preparation for a great
sffort.

French Attacked Too Soom.

To others it appears probable that
no offensive will be nndertaken on any
considerable scale before May 1. They
found that view on reports that the
French offensive in 1916 started in
April, proved to be at least two weeks
ko ~—r1> The guns end transports
kil not be brought forward to con-
folidate all the ground the troops were
Mile 1o wrest from German control

Probably No German Drive.

Meanwhile, during the 1ast few days;
thers has been less discussion of a
German offensive on the western front.
Thére are observers here who heve
iever been convinced that the Ger-
Wans actually intended to attempt an-
dther drive at the channel ports or at
Faris. To these oricers the admitted
toucentration of German forces has
Séemed a defensive rather than an of-
[ensive step. They believe that the
Jerman gneral staft forsaw a gréat
alied effort this year and were moving
10 offset it
o Ailied Plans Unknown.

2 ,ﬁ:e much has been said both of-
e and unofficially of an expected
e f'l offensive, nothing as to prob-
me ‘ggresive measures by the aflied
m‘:“ has come over the cables. This
el 0as aitracted particular attention
hmu% of the reiterated official dec-

Hons that the allied line out-
ﬂﬁ'h:;h the Germans in gun and man-
farty and in view of the formation
wun;’ the winter of the supfeme war

e "'i"“lgﬂﬂi to make the warfare
fes “Eercssive on the part of the al-

Aa"-" the United States.

% :u*m ntia® American ermy already

wnd \H" trenches on the western front

ik fary Baker has indicaed here

fhopg | 2L least a million American
n France during 1918.

WIERICANS WENT TO THE
With FRONT OVER DUSTY ROADS
“"d-.ezt 1¢ American Army in France,
o o _eh?a March 6, (By the Associat-
Rave )—The American troops which
“*"*‘ up their position on the
back of o it were billeted in toawvns
Peceiveg 1 line when they suddenly
hey "eofdft‘s to ‘move to the front.
OVEr road. transported in motor trucks
.,].ram:ﬂ* an  inch deep  in dust,
e¥eles of cannon, trucks and motor-
of dus:‘]'ms the roads raised clouds
Made {1 Which stuck to the men and
their clotheg, faces and ‘equip-
¥ by the time they had reach-

Ment gr
4 the
° lowns close to the firing line,

trom
u::na“h ich they marched to their posi-
The iring the night.
of I, ff found themselves in a section
zht f,‘;'“‘ where the ground rose in
¥ero 1025, In some cases the enemy
¥as ¢, L * Mile away. Although this
beey ;. . o- time the Americans had
Yariy: % ihe trenches the units from
Qicg . PAT'S of the United States
e ., 3dapted themselves to .their
¥as ﬂ‘, foundings. Lueckily the weather
ey the first few days, but for
h:n 1“ Me past until today snow and
'4Ve continuously fallen in_ this
ugns L has in the Amerlﬂ.n po'!..
b nhi"‘_hw&st of Toul.
& uf to the fact that the:
tlll 2igh, the trenches IJ.'&
U0Us because that is

L ontinued on rage’

Jr

a4 i

Trench Raiding Continues
Along the French Front;
Germans Claim Suecesses

(Associated Press Bummary)

Continued trench raiding opera-
tions along the French front are
reported in official statements. In
one of these an American colonel
captured a German lieutenant. 'The
American troops in the Chemin des
Dames and Lorraine sectors are
not, as yet, in full charge of the
positions assigned 'to them, but are
training with French soldiers. The
position north of Toul is the only
one placed in control of the Ameri-
cans.

The Germans refport the capture
of many alli®d soldiers in raids and
say that the artillery  fighting |is
growing Iin intemnsity at wvarious
points. They also lay claim to suc-
cesses In aerial fighting, bringing
down 19 airplanes and two captive
balloons.

Andrew Bonar-Law, chancellor
of the Britich exchequer, address-
ing the house of commons, spoke
of the financial situation as well
as the military position on the
French end Macedonian fronts. Mr.
Bonar L.aw maintained that the en-
tente allies stiil maintain their su-
periority in man power in France.
He also referred to the danger of a
German -attack in Macedonja, but
added that a terrible price would
be exacted for every yard gained
by .the Teutons.

There is no further news of
Japanese Iintervention in Siberia. If
such a movement had been started,
however, it is probable that little
or nothing would be announced by
Japan, where the curtain of the
censorship was drawn much clocer
ea.rly in the week.
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NATIONAL PARTY
ADOPTS PLATFORM

Convention Attended by 200 Dele-

gates, 100 of Them Former
Prohibitionists

URGES RADICAL REFORMS

—

Equal Suffrage, Prohibition and Legis-
Iation Favoring Farmers and La-
boring Men the Chief Planks
" im the Platform.

—— ——

Chicago, March 7.—Equal suffrage,
nation-wide prohibition and radical
legislation favoring farmers and la-
borers are the chief planks of the
platform of the national party adopt-
ed here today at a convention attended
by about 200 delegates, 100 of Whom
are bolters from the prohibition party.

The platform, after several hours of
debate on the negro voting gquestion
and various points of the planks fa-
voring laborers, was adopted by a
unanimous vote.

It is the first definite expression of
the policies of the new party.

In regard to suffrage, thg platform
demands the right of men and women
to vote on all questions and enforce-
ment of the laws enfranchising negroes
and others regardless of color or race.

The prohibition plank pledges the

party to work for nation-wide prohibi-

tion and for immediate ratification of
the constitutional amendment.
Extension of the federal loan law is
among the important legislation con-
cerning farmers which is advocated.
Advance loans upon crops or products
in stérage, government insurance of
farms and stock, federal imspection of
farm producis at terminals and untax-

Ling ‘of all farm equipment and .meas-

ures fo prevent the holding of large
tracts of land idle are included.

Limitation of immigration, shorten-
ing of working hours, governmental
insurance, more rigorous inspection of
factories and working places, adequate
enforcement of child labor laws, are
some of the things urged in the laber
plank. It is also advocated that the
government forbid interstate shipments
by children, womn
employed more than eight hours a day
or six daye a week; convicts under pri-
vate contract or persons employed in
uninspected factories or mines. Aboli-
tion of contract prices on labor and the
establishment of the honor system In
prisons is advocated.

Mueh of the platform also is devoted
to the gquestion bf international democ-
racy. The platform declares that the

.party recognizes that the republic of

the world is the goal for international
polltioal development and urges aboli-
tion’ of secret diplomacy, freedom of
the seas and abolition of prohibitive or
discriminatory tariffs or taxes npon
trade and commerce.

Other conditions ‘advocated are free-
dom of speech both by word of mouth
and by printed matter, the short ballot
in tsate and municipal elections, right

of absentee citizens to vote by affidavit,
publie ownership of public utilities and
extension of the poatnl and parcel pont

.Tog? was sent to the British
labor party mnmtula.t them upon
their ¥ & :

SEVEN MONTHS AT SBA.

American Bark, Out Since August 34,
Reaches Port.
:Bumwes.mohb—hemm-
can bark Normandy, which It was
:wwbeenzolt.amﬁdtm,&t

et nerioas >
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TAURORK BOREALI
GLEARLY SEEN IN
NORTHERN SHIES

| Made -the. Most Brilliant Display

Last Night Ever Observed
in This Latitude.

INTERFERES WITH WIRES
Lights Took the Form of An Eagle
With Full Spread Wings

at Duluth

Washington, March 7.—Brilliant
lights in the sky over the capital to-
night brought a largt part of the pop-
ulation into the streets to observe
what was thought to be a big fire.” It
was the aurora borealis and officials
of the nawval observatory said the dis-
play was the best they ever had seen
in this latituda

THOUSANDS IN NEW YORK
OBSERVED THE LIGHTS

New York, March 7.—The aurora

| borealis was observed by thousands of

pergsons here tonight. The phenom-
ena was visible from 8 to 11 o'clocly
when a.ppa.rantly it reached its maxi-
mum brilliancy. ' The lonz sireamers
from the arc were well) tinted, red
predominating.

Telegraph and telephone communi-
cation north and east of New TYork
suffered by reason of the phenome-
non, while wire service south from
‘Washington was affected shortly be-
fore 11 o’clock. :

WAS THE MOST M';E
EVER SEEN IN DULUTH
Duluth, Minn., March 7.—The most
elabora.ta dia’pla.y of the aurora. bore-
alis aver seen in Duluth a.ppea.red to-
night. The lights took the form of an
eagle with full spread wings.

GREAT INTEREST musm

Norfolk, Va., Mareh 7.—Great iater-
est waa aroused throwzp ‘Noxfolk &nd.
vicinity tonmight by & Strange #lumi-y
nation of the northern horizon and’
there were for some time fears that a
ship at sea was on fire or that some
large traét of timber on the .codst was
destroyed. <Careful investigation fail-
ed to locate any fire. Norfolk news-
paper officee were besieged early in
the evening by inguniries. Weather ex-
perts declared that such illuminations
are of frequent occurrence just before
equinoxes and ascribed the phenom-
ena to the aurora borealis.

VISIBLE IN TAMPA FIRST
TIME IN A GENERATION
Tampa, Fla., March 7.—For the first

time in the preésent generation the
aurora. borealis was visible in the
northern sky from Tampa tonight.

There was a vivid red glow, as if a
great fire was raging., One report had
it that Dade City, a town forty miles
to the north, was afire, but Dade City
reported the same glow far to the
north.

WIRELESS APPARATUS
FOUND IN BETHEL HOME

Pastor Russell’s “Succeasor” Tells
Government Ageiis Apparatus
Was For “AmuSement.”

New York, March 7.—A dismantled
wirelesgs apparatus which had not
been sealed in accordance with orders
issued by the government several
months ago was found by officers of

the army intelligence bureau who yes-
terday meade another search of Bethel
Home, the headquarters in Brooklyno
of the Watch Tower Bible and Tracl
Society and of the International Bible

Students’ Assoclation, it was an-
nounced today. Both organizaions
formerly were héaded by ‘“Pastor”
Russell.

The apparatus was not seized.
Officers who found the wireless

plant said they were met at the door
of Bethel Home by & man who saild
heée was Joseph A. Rutherford, succes-
sor of “Pastor” Russell, as head of the
several religious organizations. He
told them the apparatus had been in-
stalled for “the amusement” of a num-
ber of young members of the Russell
sact who live at the home.

REBEL LEADERS ARRESTED,

Will Have to Pay Expenses of Expe-
! ditionary Troops.

San Jose, Costa Rica, March 7.—All
the leaders im the recent rising:in va-
rious parts 'of Costa Rica have been
captured, with the exception of Fer-
nandez Guell. According to a govern-
ment announcement, they will be com-
pelled to defray the expenses of the
expeditionary troops who were mus-
tered to put down the movement,
Meanwhile they have been given their
freedom.

President Tinoeo has convened con-
gress and will present the report to
that body on the revolutionary move-
ment.

mgmm-rmsm..
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The remains of Cecil 8. Pierce of
Hallsboro, who died at Fort Caswell,
were  brought to the; city yesterday |
under military escort and this _morn-’
ing were taken to his home at Halls-
boro where the funeral will be held

today, ’

wWill Aet For Xtaly. . -
Berne, Swits, Wednesday, March 5

--d'hd Italian Werm:nent ~has re-
- - that ‘the Swiss

BOLSHEWI mfm
"SCRAP OF PPER
FOR THE GERMANS

the Teutons Continue to
Advance in Russia

—_—

.
—_—

Rumania Bound to Transport Teu-
tonic Forces Through Molda-
via and Bessarabia

(Associated Press Summary)
In spite of the fact that a formal

-treaty of peace has been signed by
the central powers and the Bolshe-
vik government of Russia, fighting
continues at various points along the
eastern front. That Germany consid-
ers the convention she forced Lenine
and Trotzky to sign as a “serap of
paper” is evidenced by the announce-
ment that the Teutons hav_e reached
Jamburg, a town 68 miles from Pet-
rograd. The report of the subsequent
partial retirement of the Germans
does not lend encouragement to the.
belief that further invasion of Rus-
sia has been abandoned. 3

by Rumania_ seéryes, too, to show that
the central powers are loath to fore=
g0 any conquests they may make in
Russia. One of the clauses of . the
Rumania treaty bound that-country tg
assist in the transport  of Teutonle
forces ' through Mogoldavia - and Bess~
arabia on their way to Odessa, the
“granary of Russia.”

Not only ares the Teutonis advanc-
ing against the demoralizsed Slavs, but
the Turks alsq are aggressors in Asia
Minor. Reports state that the Otto-
man troops are opersting near Treb-
izond, on tha snuthern shor. of the

IN THE LIGHTS AT NORFOLK .Blac}:

Germany  has | ‘megotiated ‘a ‘peace
trpaty with the republic of Finland by
which™ the *latter: not' te cede

W . :
riglits without the cen of
many, whiéh in consideération for this
concession covenants to exeft her 'in-

fluence to secure recognition of the
Finnish government from other  na-
tions. All claims for war costs - or

damages are wajved, and the Aland
islands will ‘be evacuated by the Fin-
nish troops and will not again be for-
tiffled. A commercial treaty will be
negotiated at once.

Coincident with the continued Iin-
vasion of Rassia by the Teutons, the
Bolshevik authoritiea haye announced
that they  will nqt 'pérmit :the. revo-
lution to be defeated and have ex-
pressed the determination to .continue
fighting a “holy war"” even if they are
forced back to the Ural mountains.
American Ambassador David R. Fran-
cis has issued a statement at Vologda
warning the Russians that a German
victory means the return of monar-
chical conditions and advising them
not to ratify the treaty signed by Le-
nine *and Trotzky. The congress of
the soldiers’ and workmen's council is
meeting a2t Moscow and will probably
decjde on the issue of peace or con-
tinded war. Qonditions of the old re-
gime are reported to.have been re-
stored in German-occupied . territory.

.| MARCONI 18 REQUESTED TO

BE SPECIFIC IN CHARGES

Washington, March 7.—Charges In
Rome by BSenator Marconi that there
have been scandals and irregularities
in connection with purchases for the
Italian government in this country
have drawn e request by .cable from
Francesco Quattrone, member of the
Italian mission here, that the senator
be Bpecific in his statements instead of
reflecting upon all officials concerned
in such purchages.

HEARINGS IN WAGE
ARBITRATION GLOSED

Six Questions Submitted by Pack-
ers’ Employes

“We Must Take Care of the Workmen
at the Stockyards as Well as the
Hogn.”  Attorney Walsh
Tells Arbitrator.

. ' -

Chicago, March T7.—Hearings in the
wage arbitration between - employers
‘and employes in the meat packing in-
dustry before Federal Judge Alschuler,
aoting as a.rmmtor. which began Feb-
ruary 11, were conclufed today. It

probably will bé several weeks before
the arbitrator ha ‘down his decision.

Attorney Frank P. Walsh, represent-
ing the employes, in his eclosing argu-

| ment, rasked -that each. of the six de-

mands of the men be'granted, assert-
Ang "we mugt take ,0f the work-
.men at the atoc as well as tho_

ﬁttr ﬂmmld men
and womén e} yed by the-five big
packing compﬁp-lﬁta d io independent
pa“carll will he

The gquestions l'ubnutm to the arbi~
 trator for decision are to.be oll!actiw
‘during t.hq War . v

Despite Formal Signing of Peace! |

PEACE MADE WITH FINNS|

The text of the peace treaty signed |

‘| illed an amended complaint today in his
$100,000 libel suit agaihst O. D, Bran-|-

MORE U-BOATS

T

—_—
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5 CORPORAL, _ o
: 4
At JAMES 1M DARTIOND S g2

“I see by the papers that an attempt
is going to be made to put whale meat
on .the markets in America,” remarked
-Sergeant Harry W. Miller, of the United
States Marine Corps, In ‘an endeavor to
| while away the time until he is granted
a crack at the Huns, "Did you say;
whale meat?’ asked Corp. James M.
Darmond, a strapping young marine
who has recently returned from the
Philippines. “I did,” said the sergeant,
“*“Why?”' “Well, I don*t xnow anything
about whale meat,” said the corporal,
“but when it comes to shark meat,
that's a different story.”

REGISTRANTS WILL

DOWN IN DECEMBER THAN
THE GERMANS COULD BUILD

>
HE IS FOR SHARK'S MEAT

Re-Grouping According to tho
Phymc&l Abihty of the Men -
A

.,

—.—i—-\l————t.. JMH,_,

NEW EEGUI.ATIOHB ISBU!ED

.‘1
v

Men With Physical Defeeis Will Have
Subjeet toitiile mld Metnoin - §
Subjeet to Limited Mili-
tary Service.

.

—_—

Weashington, March 7.—Re-classifica-
tion according to physical condition of
the men called in the next army draft
is provided in revised instructions for
medical advisory boards which are be-
ing sent to the loeal boards throughout
the country. The new regulations,
made public tonight, require that every
man summoned before the board shall
be placed in one of the following four
classes:

(A) Acceptable for general military
service; (b) acceptable for general mil-
itary service after being cured of rem-
edial defect; (c) acceptable for special
or lMmited military service in a speci-

fied capacity or occupation; (d) reject-
ed and exempted from any military
service. ’

It is the intention of the provost
marshal general to provide later for
the fprther investigation and classifi-
cation of the men acceptable for lim-
ited or speclsl service so that record
may be ma.de of the sort of work each
of these men may be assigned to do
without endangering his health.

TUnder the new ragulationa ‘many ail-
ments and defects which gained ex-
emption of drafted men in the past now
will result only in their being listea
in Group B.. Buch men If they choose
will be given the privilege of securing
the services of their family physician
in the effort.to remove the defect but
if they have nof evailed themselves of
this "privilege within & Specified time,
they will -be called into military ser-
vice and ordered to a cantonment basg)
hospital, a reconstructien hospital or
to a civie hospital, as may be desig-
nated by the ‘surgeon general.

LFOLLETTE AMENDS SUIT.

Refuses to Appear for Examination in
. Libel Case.

Madison, "Wis., March 7.—United

SBtates Senator Robert M. LaFollette

denburg, editor of the Madison Demo-
erat, and the Democrat Printing Com-
pany, eliminating 10 out of the 18 caus-
es-of action. The senator also refused
to appear in Madison for éxamination
tomorrow as desired by the defendants.
. The causes of action eliminated in-
cluded printing of speeches by Roose-
‘velt, Root and J. B. Winslow, iscon-
sin chief justice, and also the charge
te the grand jury by Federal Judge W.
R. Burns, of Houston, Texas, mention-
ing . LaFollette as a subject for indict-
ment.

The remaining causes for action in-
clude the printing of speeches by
Charles Edward Russell and quotations
from newspapers and editorials.

mm THOMAS PERRY
; mr.s AT SOUTHERN PINES,

wuhmgton. March 7.—Rear Admiral
Thomas Perry, retired of Port Deposit,
}Id. died suddenly today at Southern
Pines, N. C,, where he spent the winter.
xmgmge received her tonight an-
F nouncing his death did not give the

“Admiral Perry was a native of

.‘Y He was born in 1844 um

BF RE-CLASSIFED

s Sir Eric with curve’ chnm

' i|they expect to erush finally the sub-

[ miATINE T menade ‘are fortheoming. -
creased nﬂmﬁuﬁ‘ﬁ ‘patrol

WERE SEN o8

Whether This Record Has Been
Maintained is Kot Now
EKnown in Washington

OFFICIALS ARE OPTIMISTIC

Believe This Spring Will See a
Steady Decrease in Available
Undersea Craft

——

U. S. NAVAL FORCE GROWS

——

Our Real Contribution to Sea War-
fare About to be Felt

Washington, March 7.—More subma-
rines were destroyed by the allied and
American mnaval forces in December
than Germany was able to build during
that month, according to information
reaching Washington. This fact de-
veloped today in discussions of the
statement made to parliament yester-
day by Sir Eric C. Gecaes, first lord of
the British admiralty, that the subma-
rines were being c_‘hvecked.

To Increase Efforts.

Whether succeeding ' months have
shown a net loss in (German submarines
is not known here. It is believed, how-
ever, thrat the anti-submarine cam-
paign has proved so effective that in-
creased efforts this spring will see a
steady decrease in the number of U-
boats available to prey on allled and
American shipping.

What - officials know of plans~for
pressing home the attack with increas-
ing vigor, explains the feeling of op-
timism that prevafls in official' circles
despite continued heavy drains on ship
tonnage through the submersibles. The
gradual decline in tonnage losses was
graphically pictured to 'parliament by

New Wel,nb ‘Forth ]
Amerfcah n:ﬁal*omefaiq ;ppee.r to . be

satisfled that thé weapons with which!

-In-

vessels of
variols typés, &ppitances and devices)
to make them more: tive against
underwater craff an@ the' increased
skill of ndvy personnél ire among the
things upon ‘whieh thgy ecount. It has
taken time' to. dbv!se ~and' build the
weapeons, but- they are hag-inmng to be-
come available now. .

Give, rica Full Share.

When the United States’ entered the
war, the navy coniributed promptly
all that it h=24 available to join-in the
submarine hunt, Sir Eric paid high
tribute in his remArks to the spirit ana
efficiency of American naval units,
crediting 'them with a fair share of
what has been a.ccomplished Vice Ad-
miral Sims' destroyer forces, however,
constituted only the advance guard of
what the American mnavy planned to
furnish for the fight. , Even with that
limited aid the allied navies have held
the enemy and are now destroying one
out of every four or five German U-
boats that put to sea.

About to Feel Full Power.

Now America's real contribution to
the naval warfare is about to be felt.
With every passing week the strength
of the force will grow, for it is em-
bodied in the most extensive construc-
tion program ever undertaken for the
navy of any power.

The new destroyers and other craft
must be added to the patrol fleets
gradually as they are completed
Therefore, no sudden falling off of ton-
nage losges is to be expected. IL has

been stated publicly by high British |,

naval authorities, however, that next
August will show beyond question that
the U-boats have been overcome. There
are officials hers who are hopeful that
decided results will' be apparent before
that, perhaps as early as May or June,

PROVIDES FOR SALE
OF GERMAN PROPERTY

Would Give Government Perma-
nent Title to Big Concerns

Legisiation is Favorably Reported by
Semate Appropriastions Commit-
tee as Amendment to De-
fiedency Bill

Washington, *~ March 7.—Legislation
enabling the government to place in
American hands _permanently A great
German commercial and industrial con-

cerns -in this country which have been
instruments in gpreading the grip of
German kultur wa.a_hv-:‘l;'a.b_ly reported
to the senatfe today hy the appropria-
tions committee. - It is in the form of.
an amendment to the pending urgent
deflciency bill, empowering the alien
property custodian to, sell any enemy
property taken over by his office.

The committes also approved another
amendment giving the President au-
thority recently asked for by him to
acquire by nnromt%‘tar title the great
plers of the KH&MII-AmeHm and
the Nor German-Lioyd ' steamship
lines at Hoboken, N..J. _

h‘mi th tn@r ,o‘-?f uzh‘t,u:

UrpoEe O e B8O
g(itchnll Pﬂml‘. the ' &!!an propu.-ty

RNLACAD BUYING
WILL BE IHHI]lIﬁH

THE COVERNMENT

McAdoo’s Organization to Super.
vise Expenditures of More
Than Billion Dollars

- t—

BUY

Central Advisory Committee and
Three Regional Committees -
to be Appointed

Washington, March 7.—Railroad pur-
chases, amounting to between §1,000,-
000,000 and $2,000,000,000, this year will
be made through the raliroad adminis-
tration assisted by a central advuo‘rr
committee of three rauwa.y purcha.alnc
agents to be appointed soon, Director
General McAdoo announced today. Re-
gionel advisory committees wil_l be ere-
ated for the eastern, western ' and
southern districts.

The railroad administration will par-

chase directly all locomotives and &ll
other rolling stock and steel r
while most other materials and sup-
plies needed for current operations wili
be purchased by the roads themselves.
All contracts for periods of six months
or more will require the approvai of
the regional committees before comple-
tion. ! : .

. Mr. McAdoo also announced that an
advisory committee of. three raiiroad
executives, one from thé north,
from the west and apother from the
south; will:- be named- within a - fpw
days to assisi John Skelton Williams,
director of finance for the -raiiroad ad-
minéstration in . administering. the
reilroads’ money .matiters  this year.
This committee will pass on the finan-
cial requirements of railroads tieher
Tor the renewing or maturing obliga-
tions and issuance of new sécurities, or
providing for betterments and addi-
tions.

Coal and -other tual will be bought
ma.lnly by individual lines to supply
their individual neéds, put under anpar-.
vision of the regional
Crossties and lumber are to be bought

principally by 'the Towds along thelr
own lines, but may:be ordered through -

the central orgenization if they ¢
‘not be bought in the terrltory throﬂsh
which the road passes, ' °

“All other supplies needed for gur-
rent operations willi be purchased for
the time being,” says Director Genaral
McAdoo’s statement, ‘through the pur-
chasing department of the respective
roads; but all contracts for periods -of
six' months or longer must be approved
by the regional committee before coin-
pletion,® . )

As fast as poastble a;l! pnrcham will
be centralized and the regional coms
mittees are to- draft recommendations
for the aceomplishment of this. In 8d-
dition,. the three  regional bodies wilJ
be expected to report details of" costs

and contracts -to the rallroad adminis- .

tration with a view 10 giving all roads
the - advantage of efficient methods
which meay have been developed.

‘Railroad administration officials be=-
liave that eventually 'they can save
more than"a hundred millions dollars
a year by centralizing purchasing, &l
though no definite predictions are made
for this year owing to the necessarily
slow process of "organizing a na.tion-
wide buying system. :

Members of the central adwviso
committee and the regional commll?
tees -will be appointed soon. All will
be practieai purchaging agents or vige-
presidents of railroads. The reglonal
bodies, to be composeéd of three or
more are to have headquarters res-
pectively in- New "York, Chicago and
Atlanta and are to work in close
operation with the regional rail exeéecu-
tive directors with headquartéers In
those citles.

In his capacity as director of nm.noe

for the rallroads administration, Mr.
Williams also will be assisted by
other advisory committee of three 1- -

road financial experts, one fyom - the
north, one from the west and one from
the south. These men will serve with-
out pay and will help "in the work of
investigating and providing plans to
meet the financial requirements of the
railroads, wheéther these needs relate
to the taking up and renewing of ma-
turing obligations and the issuance .of
new securities or providing for better-
ments and additions.”

Mr. Willlams and . his advisors wul
administer in a general way the dlmo-
sitlon of about $4,000,000,000 represent-
ing the gross earnings from operations
in & year. .In the past requirements
for new capital to. purchase efquibmant
and: make bettérments and additions
have been between !250 000,000 ana
$750,000,000 a year, dppend&ng on busi-
gesa actlvity and money market canli-

ons,

BOODI‘VEL’]‘ RETURNS HOME, =

Golnelhhaekatlmmmnm
s He Feels Fine.

Oyster Bay, N. Y, Ma
Roosevelt returned to Jhis

accompanied him home. The trip £
New York to Oyster Bay was made in
an automobile, and- Colonél Roolﬂglt
declared that he felt fine.-
Colonel.-Roosevelt sald -he expected. to

rega.ln his strength and be his own self

in a short time. Ha intends to rest

during the next three weeks and thenm
to.be in condition to make some of the

speeches which were canceled because
of his illness. -

Very few visitors will ‘be pnrnﬂtfg_ll.
to see Colonel Romﬂslt

LOCOMOTIVES DIRECT

one '

committees. |

7""001“"- "
ome on Sag-
amore Hill here this afternoon after
having been for several weeks in New
York City, where he underwent opera=
tions for ear trouble, Mrs. Roougg T
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