iRS. ALAN NICKOLS

LONDON HOSTESS

Foster-Mother to American
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thing aBout a home for them must be
the woman’s touch. These boys of ours
in England 'and France -are . woman
hungry.” At home they may have had
so-many skirts around them that thew
fled ‘to their clubs te be free of them,
but. now the boot is on the other leg.
In thetraining camps, in the trenches,
on, shigboard, they meet men, men, al-
/ways men. That is why we make such
g point or filling this house with de-
lightful girls of the very best class, be-
cause our boys need female companion-
ship ‘so that, if they :cannot find it
among their own class, they may seek
it wherever it is to be found.

“So far as outside invitations are
concerned,"” she went on, “it is a case
of an embarrassment of riches. One
of ‘the latest attentions that our men
are being paidiis a very enviable one.
Every week, now, Sir Francis Lloyd,
who commands in -the London district,
sends four tickets for the Sunday serv-
ice “in- the Heorse Guards church, and
these tickets éarry the special privilege
of permitting their holders to sit wth
the Horse Guard officers—the Guards
being, of course, the most exclusive of
all British regiments, For every week-
end we have invirations from some eof
the most conservative families, titled
and otherwise, in England, families
that, before the war, would no sooner
bhave invited strangers to partake of
their hospitality than they would have
flown. These invitations are so nu-
merous, in fact, that the difficulty is
not to find places- for our men to go,
but to find guests enough to go around
among these beautiful country houses.

“There is almost no great name in
England,”” she went on, “that is not
represented in these invitations and
none of our officers could make now
a‘rather funny remark which o6ne
young navay man made when first the
inn was opened. :

“*When I go home,” he said, ‘I sup-
pose they will ask me if I met any of
the English aristocracy. And 1 shall
say no, I didn't meet them, they only
waited on me ‘at table.’

“I am just the proudest woman in
the world with my big family of boys,”
Mrs. Nickolis declared. “Every time
that a new one comes pouncing in like
a hungry hyvena, I get the same thrill
down my spine. I always think, ‘this
is somebody’s son, somebody’'s husband
or somebody’s brother, and if I don't
make him feel at home it certainly isn't
for want of trying.”

I guess she does make them feel at
home. We were talking seated on a
big divan in the drawing room of the
inn, and every boy who passed had a
joke or a pat on the shoulder for
mother. Mrs. Nickols generally wears
the Y. M. C. A. uniform, but on this day,
as regular American summer heat pre-
vailed, she was all in cool looking white
duck, and this fact was not left un-
commented upon by her sons.

“Aha, all got up in white duck, eh!”
joshed one of them as he came up.
This boy is one of the American ferry-
men who live at the inn. Do you savvy
ferrymen? They are the boys who fly
the new machines over to France to
take the places of ones that have been
crocked, and who fly the old ones back,
if they are flyable. If not, the airmen
return by boat. This ferryman had just
come up to announce that he was off,
and hearty hand-shake and a laughing
farewell passed between him and moth-
er. Both knew in their hearts—they
always know—that this careless good-
by» might be the last, but, for all that
was caid the boy might have merely
been taking a motor hus out to Rich
mond or down to Charing Cross.

“He would probably have kissgd me
if you hadn’'t been here,” confided this
delightful, hearty, gray-haired Ameri-
can woman, and then went on with our

You must not think, however, that it
is all light-hearted banter hetween her
and her army of sons. There are times
when she lectures them and talks
straight to them, for the temptations
of London are many, and sometimes
boys succumb:.’” When they do, they get
from mother, not any goody-goody talk,
but a frank question, “Does it pay, my
dear fellow? Can you do that sort of
thing and keep your self-respect? Can
you do it and go back and face those
people of yours at home?" That usu-
'ally makes it a case of once .only. And
one of the things of which this Ameri-
Lan woman is proudest is that many

and many an officer boy has chucked
g‘ne bang ard.come home just because
haeknew that if he didn't
Nickols would be so sorry.”

‘Though she gets so many letters from
her sons, Mra. Nickels doesn’'t writ to
any of them. That is, she doesn’t write
to any of her unofficial sons, but only
to her very own one, Lieut.
-Van Bokken XNickols, a member of the
D. K. E. frat, who joined up for the
navy on the day after America entered
the war, and is now on the Leviathan.
Mrs. Nickols explained that the reason
she doesn't answer the letters of her
3,999 other sons is that, if she wrote
to one she would have to write to them
all,
else.

She makes it up, however, by writing
to their real mothers. And the letters
she receives in return tell this foster-
mother what a great comfort it is to
the real mothers to know of what she
means to their sons, who have also
written home about her. Now and then,
unfortunately, Mrs. Nickols has a pret-
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Officers $ay He Dimanneared With Wife
of Well Known Nezro of Peters- |
. bu:';h—Belimi to Have Gone-
To South Amerien,

Petersburg, .Va., Dec.  7.—Captain
Frank M. Goodner, negro, commanding
B company, replacement training cen-
ter at Camp Lee, has deserted his com-
mand, according to official announce-
ment at the camp tonight, and has
absconded with $1,625.90 of company
funds. The officers says he disappear-
ed in company with the wife of a well
known negro man of this city. The
couple purchased a ticket for Rich-
mond last Thursday. Neither has been
seen since. On that day Goodner drew
the company funds out of a Peters-
burg bank, overchecking to the amount
of $25.

It is believed he has gone to South
America. He is educated’ and speaks
Spanish very fluently. Goodner served
from 1907 to 1917 in the 10th cavalry,
and from some time last year until
June, of this year with the 350th field
artiller}-. Since that time he has been
with the infantry. He is from Chica-
g0, is married and has -one child.

He is described as follows?

Age 32; flve feet 9:34 inches tall,

weight 176 pounds; complexion, light
chocolate,

ARRANGE FOR AVIATORS,
| Request of “Howard" to Mayor Moore
to be Complied With,

Mayor P. Q. Moore announced last
night that he had placed the matter of
a visit to the city by a number of aero-
planes from the Langley aviation fleld
at Hampton, Va., in the hands of
Coupcilman James M. Hall, James Hol-
ten, Chief of Police N. J. Williams and
John Corbett, formerly o fthe avia-
tion service-of the army, and they will
have the assgistance of the Red Cross
motor corps.

All that the mayor has learned of the
proposed visit of the planes was con-
tained in the telegram received Fri-
day, signed "“Howard,” and in which
request was made that arrangements
be made for his visit, the date of which
he faiied to mention. The mayor has
replied to the message stating that
the request will be carrled out.

It was stated last night that the
Monk field, just east of the national
cemetery, between Market and Princess
street roads, will be selected as the
landing place for the planes and will
pe marked as designed by “Howard.-

"he motor corps has placed itslef
at the disposal of the committee and
will offer
tors upon their arrival. 1t is planned
that if the "air” visitors remain in the
city long enough some form of enter-
tainment will be arranged in their
honor, a dance at the country club be-
ing suggested.

Members of the motor corps have
appeared on_ the_ streets during the

‘Théy are of gray broad cloth, the
bleomers extending .into leather leg-
gins 'with knee coats which are fast-
ened around the waist with a leather
belt. They are quite ‘attractive.

“HIS BRIDAL NIGHT” PLEASED

Houses Witneas an - Unusually
Good Attraction.

“His Bridal Night,” a comedy with
an entertaining plot and played by a
capable cast well suited to their roles,
was presented fo good houses at the
academy yvesterday, matinee and night
Several attractive song hits added to
the success of the play which would
have been complete without them.

The plot has it that Joe Dameral has
just married “Vi"
“Tiny.” Joe d "“Vi" have a quarrel
immediately after the ceremony in the
bridal boudoir which was caused by
“Lent,” who imagined he was in love
with *“Vi" and should have married
her instead of “Joe. Prompted by
Lent's intrigue “Vi' refuses to- go on
the planned honeymoon trip, trying up
prearrangements everywhere.

“*Vi"” and ‘“Tiny"” played by the Sheri-
dan sisters were the leads and they
acted with rare intelligence. The plot
of the play would have  been mgore
exciting, perhaps,
tween the twins had been mo;e pro-
nounced.

Harry Lilliford, whe played the part
of the butler was great in his comedjy
role while the work of John Roberts
as ““Joe Dameral” was good.
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GIVE ASHEVILLE LIBRARY

Pack Memorial Library Association
Donates $70,000 of Property.
(Special Star Telegram,)

sheville, Dec. 7.—Property the val-
ue’' of about $70,000 will be preésented
to the city for the purpose of found-
ing a free library if plans of the Pack
Memorial Library asscociation mater-
ialize Monday. .

The association plans .to give the
present library building_and location
worth $60,000 to the city together with
books and furniture valued at-$10,000
and a lot o Church street worth an-
other $10,000, with the idea, K that the
city maintain a free .library.

The <city, it is understood, will ac~
cept the gift of the library associa-
tion,
building on the Church street lot to be
maintained as a library without charge
instead of by subscription as'the pres-
ent library (s maintained.

. The Red Cross needs your member-
ship. Answer the *“‘Roll Call” Decem-
ber 16th.—adv.

Roll Call week December 16 to 21.
Join :the Red Crosq.;—a.dv.
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PAY THE
-EASY WAY 1

Among today s greatest blessmgs is the FARLEY’S Easy-to-Pay Way. Just
at this time, when profiteering in food is making the expense of living a distress
FARLEY’S store presents a plan which enables you to dress smartly by paying

_just'what you can spare each week or on pay-days. - We wait for the money

 The butcher, the baker and the grocer want you to pay cash when you receive
the goods, or to settle in full at the end of the month. The cash department
store expects you to do likewise. But FARLEY says: “Pay the same as you
deposit your savings in a bank—-]ust a little, but regularly.” Some folks may
say: “Oh, the FARLEY credit is wonderful enough, but FARLEY’S prices
must be higher than cash-store prices, or else FARLEY could not afford to
wait so long for payment.”
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In answer to this we urge mvestlgatlon and comparison of our price. We go a little
deeper than we ought to in cutting prices because ‘we are anxious to demonstrate beyond all
question that it is impossible for the cash stores to undersell us. Watch our sales. Look at the
smart styles we show.. Behold the enormous selections. -They tell a-more convmcmg story
than any words we could put into print.
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A LITTLE DOWN
AND A LITTLE
EACH WEEK

Women’s Stylish
Suits

Materials—Wool Velour, Men’s Serges, Tweeds,
Poplins, Oxforgs, Broadcloths.

$22 and up -

Women's Wlnter
Coats

‘The greatest collection of high-class Coats we
believe ever assembled at this price. You have
the pleasure of ¢hoosing from newest and smart-
est looseback, semi-fitted and belted styles.

$15 and up

Men’s Fall
Suits
$20 and up
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Men’s Snappy
Overcoats
$20 and up
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Shoes For The
Family

F arley Clothing Co. _L! 1

116 Market Street Wllmmgton, N. C.

Clothing For
~ The Boys
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THREE WERE KILLED.

Fifty Also lnjnred in the A. C, L. W‘heuk|

at Elrod Friday Night.

(Special Star Correspondence.)
F‘ayettevlle. Deéé. T.—Three . persons
were killed ad fifty injured when At~
latic Coast Line mail train No. 89 was
derailed ear Elrod about 7 oclocl; last
night.! All those k!lled were negro
‘passengers.

According to the fullest information
available .here at his hour they were
Emma and Rebecca Knight and a negro
‘man named Walker. The ‘wreck is
reported to have been cazused by a split
swich. The-engine was overturned and

five cars derailed.
The train was lncharge of Conductor
Simpson and Engineer Barber.

“Roll Call Week” December 16 to 31.
Join the Red'Cros_s.——a.dv.
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The showing of ‘models for
immediate.and winter wear | i
is calculated to be the most || | - - A
artistic of any yet exhibited. ;

Pnées Most Moderate '

What is more a.pprecmted than a palr of Slippers or Shoes for a Christmas :

Glft"
chﬂdren-,. in different colors.

We have a large assortment in Felt and Leather Sllppe;-s for men, women and
Somethmg for every mian’ s family, at

ERSON & R

Home of Good Shoes.
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