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| How Jesus Viewed Money

is:

The Internmational Sunday School Lesson for January 16
“Qur All for the Kingdom”—Matt. 19:16-30.
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By WILLIAM T. ELLIS

Fitting a kewy and its lock to our
own existing world conditions iz one

of Lhe tersely-told tragedies of the New
Testament. The tale is that of a rich
young man who came to Jesus, ques-
tioning After thie supreme good. Every
preader of the Bemiliar eld story finds
his heart warming to that noble youth.
i~ Wmad a filne spinit, and rare palish,
and a real arness .to live life at its
bent. It required' no small degree of
courage for that son. of privilege to be
«env in conferemce with the radical
nabbi from Nasareth, * With his eour-
Age vent open-mindedness also. He
msv iairfly be sald to represent the
hizbest tvpe of modern university man
of inherited fortune.

Pefore we strike the stride of the
story, let us stand apart for a para-
graph to contemplate that young man.

®o many homiletical stones have beens

cpst at him for ages that we may lose
glzirt of his real worth. For he was a
fine young man, His wealth and priv-
ileges had mot shut the doors of his
ingviring mind, He wanted to be big-
ger than his fortune. TIn real sincerity.
he sought light wpon his problem which
he perceived to be a spiritual problem,
from every possible source. That the
nneonventional Nazarene, upon whom
members of the young man's conserva-
tive class had begum to frown, had the
weord of light and leading, he had be-
come adsured. Therefore he sought his
wisdom. Searched by the quéstion of
Jesus, the yeung men proved to be both
mora)l amd religious, a keeper of the
law. Small wonder the Master looked
upen him with yearning and admira-

+ tien. So He bade him do the one thing
more that was needful—sell his goods
for ths benefit of the poor, and join the
direipleship. That final test the young
man could mot meet; for he was very
rich.

\ Upon that incident Jesus based some
remarks about meney which are pecu
liarly apprepriate today. S

What Money Has Done To Us

Without passion or prejudice or dem-
agoguery, let us try to get the Jesus-
viewpoint upon the money question as
it exists jn eur werld.

As all whe follow International af-
fairs clesely are well aware, it is the
money-side of the readjustment of the
world that has made most of the pres-
ent trouble. Commercial ambition and
antagonism was one of the Inciting
causes of the war. Lurking in the
background of all the decislons made
at the peace conference were the finan-
¢ia] phases of territorial changes; a big
and disturbing book has_been written
upon the economic aspects of the peaces
treaty. Territories were desirable or
undesirable according to the money
that the big powers saw in them. Min-
eral wealth lurked bigger than moral
considerations. Reparations hang like
a storm-cloud on the horizon toward
which we look for pemrce. The manner
In which governmente have lent them-
selves to ecommercial projects and prac-
tices is assuredly a serious factor in

ereating discords between recent allies. |

In a word, money is a present interna-
tional problem of greater importance
than any mere questions of deprecia-
tion of exchange. Peace has been lamed
by the,blow of gold.

All this is commonplace. Xe know

- that love of money has marred the
honor of the nations in the past two
vears. Even more familiar is the
fashion in which greed of gold befoul-
»f the high Idealism of the peoples at
war. With shame we confess the sor-
d4id story of the munitioneers and other
war profiteers. That scandal iz one
that will reek for long years to come:
for its blackness appeared against the
golden hackground of the ceurage and
chivalry and sacrifice of the greater
rompany of men and women.

Withal, we have to ¢onfess to being
part of &8 money-mad world. We have
put the pursuit of gain, and indulgence
in the luxuries it would buy, above the
old integrities of character. A first
cause of the relaxed moral fibre of our
time is undoubtedly this vogue of
money madness. Last week two eml-
nent citigens of an American commu-
nity were sent to jail for robbery and
bhetrayal of trust; with no other reason
that that the craze for money had
usurped honor and decemey and good
sense. What is the much discussed
“arime wave” of the world today but a
flouting of law and civilization for the
sake of “easy money,” Truly, this old
world in which we dwel] has been sore-
ly wounded by this terrible fashion eof
eagernesy for money.

When the Test Come

In less crass and vulgar fashion we
discern the workings of the same spirit

. which kept the Jich young-man of old

4 .srom becoming @ friend and a follower
of Jesus~——perhaps one of the great
figures of the Apostolic church. Even
among 'nice” people it is common to
judge a person by his financial stand-
ing. So-called “good society” has a
dollar mark for a portal. The standard
of succesy today is the money standard.

One could not hope to be a “leading
layman” except he were wealthy! In-
dividual ghurches and national religious
organizatiense are fairly sycophanic
towards persons of wealth, The thing
iz too common to create comment.

Saints and heroes, servants of the
world and teachers of humanity, are
lpoked upen rather pityingly by “suc-
cessful” men, if they have not made
money. James J. HIll, who himself
mafde meore than money, once beldly
affirmed that the one test of success
was the ‘'ability to make and hold
money. Whereupon a poet commented:

“Oh, Homer! poet—genius—
What a woeful failure, thou
. A thou beggedst in town and city
Sustenance for life enow.
What the' through the endless ages
Laurel wreaths are on thy brow,
8till thoy had’'st no earthly riches
And a woeful failure, thoug

“0! Columbus! What a failure
As thou =ailedst uncharted seas!
Tho a world thoun did'st discover,
S#i11, a govereign did'st not please;
Bound ip chains, by those thou hon-
ored'st
By thy genius and thy deed,
Still in poverty thou perishedst
Thou'rt g failure—so wa read.

"Jesus! Saviour! What a failure!
* As Thou diedst upon the cross!
Couldst Thou but have preached for
profit,
They Thy life should not know loas.
What the' worlds redeemed acclaim(
Thee,
With the thorns upon Thy brow,
Neither mpde nor saved Thou money.
80 a woefu) failure Thou!”

‘ Wacing ‘@ G¥im Fact

Jesus ¢id nots despise money as
money, any moré than He dgspised food
pr homes pr education. hat He did
dpspise—and that word should be read
ag connoting also scorn and contempt
and pity——was the exaltation of money
into first place in lifs. He saw that
fled's rival in men’'s hefrts is money;
therefore Me cried that we cannot serve

kingdom of heaven on earth! ¥e who
i puts Christ first today lives the life
that lasts.

SEVEN SENTENCE SERMONS

otherwise so far, was in the grip of his
ltortune. The world has greeted with
incredulity the announeément of the re-
nunciation of a legacy of a million dol-
lars by a Massachusetts youth. The
state of the publiec mind is such that it
is difficult to entertain any eother
thought than that money is the princi-
pal thing,

So long as money thus rules life, Je-
sus will be kept from the throne of
sovereignty. That is the clear and un-
welcome teaching of the Bible. Money
ag a servant muyst always have a place;
money as master challenges the very
kingship of God. : Our young peonle
must be taught—chiefiy by the practice
of their elders—that money is not the
principle thing. 1Inlesg we can pro-
duce a,generation of Christians willing
to be poor, we shiall fail to make the
first of all preparations for facing the
tldal wave of revolution that is sweep-
ing the world.

It is slowly being forced into my
consciousness that the lesson of the

Russian- aristocracy was all in vain so
far s the privileged peoples of the
western world are concerned, I saw
many instances of the utter inability
‘of the rich Russians to grasp the.idea
that their money would not always
purchase them special eonsideration_ To
them ft was simply unthinkable that
any revolution which dethroned the
rights of place and property could con-
tinue. Alas, that blindness has entail-
ed the loss of many thousands of lives,
and misery beyond reckoning, FPleass
God, we shal] never gee anything like
the Russian revolution in this land.
Neverthelegs, there is under way an
irresistable socipl movement which will
reformulate values, and curb the pe-
cullar privileges and power of mere
money, That grim fast gives present
point to the teaching of the lesson.,
Living fer Things Werth While _

After His staggering words, abolt
the rich man's entrance into the king-
dom of heaven being as difficult as the
passage of a camel through & needle's
eyve, Jesys proeeeded to set forth to His
amaged disciples the worth-whileness
of mervice and sacrifice for the king-
dom. Mere invectives against wealth
will get us nowhere. The way of the
Mapgter was te present the bettep part,
the joy and privilege and reward of
serving His kingdem.

He offered the rich young man the
career of all careers. Then, as now,
rich man. ware common; and, save for
his inglorious contpct with Jesus, this
nameleas young man passed on into the
obseurity of the merely rich. Well,
has it beep said, “The rich man's sens
do mnot have a fair chance in life.”
Doomed to be nonentities or worse,
they go through the years as leaners
upon life, instead of 11fters of life, Most’
of them do no high deeds, serve neo
Ereat cause, leave no noble mark upon
their generation. What a chance the
rich young man dn the lesson story was
given by the Master!

And he missed it] But stay: what
of ourselves and our sons? We are
alive in the most plastic and porten-
tous era in the world’'s history, Great
events are shaping on everv hand. One
man, with vision and courage, may do
more than was possible to a hundred
men a ceéntury ago. What a day to be
a servant of.the living God, a true
brother of all men, and a builder of the

No man ever prayed heartily without
leatning something,—Emerson.
- F I
No sadder proof ean be given by a
man of his owp littleness than disbe-
lief in great men.—Carlyle.
L] - L
Be earnest, earnest, earnest, mad if
thou wilt; 1
Do what thou dgst as if the stake were
heaven, )
And that thy last deed were the Judg-
ment day, . -—-‘Chlrlec Kingsley.
L ]

T find that doing the will of God
leaves no time for disputing about His
plans.—George MacDonald.

- » -

For verily the Son of map came not
to be ministerad ‘unto, but to minister,
and to give his life & ransom for many.
—Mark 10:45,

L ] L] »
Before man made us citizens, great
nature made us men.—~Lowell
L] - -

Everything right that we do iz on
the winning slde; everything wrong Is
bound, in the end, to go down in de-
feat.—Bunday School Times.

I's a shallow brand of patriotism
that doesn’'t burp as brightly in time
of peace as In time of stress. Have
yfu P2id your income tax?

Bay
Dollars

No other dollars you
spend on -your car pay
such big dividends in car
performance as those you = °
put into your battery. '-

Willard Storage Batteries
have always out one
hundred cents on the dallar.

Today they stand for -
ment. The Willard
Threaded Rubber Battery
is the only battery with

: Rubber Insuls- '
tion. Ask us about 1t |
MacMILLAN & CAMERON

. Phene No. 15 1
108112 N. Second Sireet

Ged and Mammon. He esked for the!
righ voung man's menecy fn hehalf of]
‘the poor, only because He wanted thel
e ne man's Ufe. and saw that his dire
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I'OU can depend on Buick for a
full day’s work every day. Equip-
ped with the Buick Valve-in-Head
motor, Buick operates with the
sturdiness and economy important

affairs demand.

The new Buick Nineteen Twenty
One models are beautiful as well as
dependable and are roomy and com-
fortable as well as powerful. |

Wherever you travel, you will find
rizeJ Buick Service.

Autho
Effectyve January I ;

e?fm'fmm‘ on all models -
will include cord tires

r

W. D. MacMill an, Jr.,

105-107 N. Second Street

WILMINGTON, N. C.

Lo

Telephone No. 2103

WHEN BETTER AU‘IOMO‘BILES ARE BUILT, BUICK WILL BUIu." THEM
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‘.‘ally Green”

(The Village Vamp)
Billy Murray

There are vamps loose everywhere, from B |
but Sally, by Gﬁﬁ: she beata thc;:c‘l],rom roadway to the barnyardw
“l've Got the A—B.c- Blues”

Billy Murray-Ed. Smifle

Begins with h : .
unti;g::. with humor and then, before you know it, leads you into real

Victor Double Faced Record 18704

“I've Got the Blues for My Kentucky Home"

“Singin’ the Blues”
Aileen Stanley -

The blues get bluer and bluer, until even the orchestra secms to be
avercome. -

Victor Double Faced Record 18703

‘““Avalon’’ Fox Trot Song

Charles Harrison
Music you can listen to or dance to with equal pleasure.
“Rock-a-Bye Lullaby Mammy”’

Peerless Quartet

A fine piece of harmony in a ragtime spirit.
- Victor Double Faced Regord 18707
e

~*‘That Naughty Waltz”
“‘Alabama Moon'’
Olive Kline-Elsie Baker
By their glorious singing'Olive Kline and Elsie Baker lift the two waltz

tunes above the level of “popular music,” to
tinca shes pop usic,” only to make them more popular

Victor Double Faced Record 45203
Give us a chance to play for you these

NEW VICTOR RECORDS FOR JANUARY
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’ WILMINGTON TALKING MA-
|

CHINE COMPANY B

Corner Secomd and Market Streets
Telephone 311-J

& BROTHERS

MOTOR CAR

' i .

Perhaps the best and truest
thing that has ever been
said about this car is that
you seldom hear anything
; but good thingssaid about it,

The gasoline cmuumpt_i_m is unusoally low
The tire mileage is unususily high

“h

W. D. MacMillan, Jr.

10§-IW 8. Second Street

—

WILMINGTON, N, C.

Telephone 2103

This bank wishes you a Happy New Year. We are
happy, and if you are not one of our regular depositors, W
wish you a Happy New Year, anyway.

We smile in our bank. Our customers receive attention
We are here to serve you and will gladly welcome you as
one of our customers. _—

- Come in.

PUT YOUR MONEY IN OUR BANK
YOU WILL RECEIVE 4 PER CENT INTEREST

‘Home Savings Bank

Northeast Corner Front and Chestnut Streets

-

Annual Meeting

The Sixty-eighth Annual Meeting of
the Lot Owners of Oakdale Cemetery will

be held Monday evening, January 10, 192{ ;
at 8 o’clock, at the company’s office, No. 3
Odd Fellows’ building.

W. H HOWELL, Secty.




