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“ALEXANDER THE CHOIR-SMITH |

Some Personal Remlnlseenm ' -

By WILLIAM WOODFORD ROCK

Elghteen years ago in the city of
Melbourne, Australia, preparations
werg on foot for ap evangelistic cam-

paign on a scale hitherto unknown in
the land of the Southern Cross. A
great cholr of 2,000 volces had been
organized, and had already begun to
meet for praetice. The twe American
evangelists who were to cenduct the
campaign had not yet arrived. But
there had landed from the American
boat a young man who sald in a slow,
quiet volee that he had gome “to help
a little with the slnging.”™

This young man dropped into =a
meeting of the executive committee,
where he had to Introduce himself.
Some members of the committee were
a little suspicious that this unknown
singer from America might iatroduce
innovations that would jar the relig-
jous susceptibilities of the Australian
public, and the chairman hinted as
delicately as he could, that they did
not wish any sensatiopal methods in
the campaign. By way “of reply, the
youmg man leaned aecross the table,
fiashed his winsome smile, and gripped
the speaker's hand. In *that moment
the two men understood each eother,
and the young man had captured the
executive committee. One of the four
pecretaries present said te a friend:
“There’'s something about that fellow
T like.” In the months that followed.
Australia and later the English-speak-
Ing world, 'were captivated by that
*"something,” which baffies accurate
definition, but which made the posses-
sor—the Incomparable Alexander.

Captures Ten Thousand

TWhen Charles M. Alexander stepped
on the platform before his first Aus-
trallap, audience of 10,000 people, he
was a stranger to most of them; when
that meeting was over the 10,000 were
his friends. Australia is a land . of
punshine, and it asks for & religion of
sunshine—a religion that ean sing, and
set others singing. Alexander ‘brought
Just that kind of a religion.

A few days after his arrival, In re-
Eponse to a Newspaper man's request
for a photograph, he produced a long
cut. The edltor, unused to a highly 11-
fustrated press, was a little dismayed
at the size of it. He did not know
then that this cut was to be the fore-
runner of 2 hundred others, or that the
original of the eut was to be one of the
attracting forces of three great cam-
paigns throughout the commonwealth,
Wrapped around the eut were a few
hymp sheets, one of which bore the
title, “The Glory Song." The young
singer put his finger on it, “Thers”
he said, “is a Gospe! song that this
country will be singing from end to
end, before this campalgn is over.” His
prophecy was not ambitious enough.

Alexander and “The Glory Song"”
leapt into fame simultaneousiy ip Mel-
bourne. In a day or two the whole
city was singing the song. In a few
weeks it swept from one end of the
country to the other. The entire Eng-
lish speaking world has been singing
it since. ©

Charles M. Alexander represenjed a
singing religion. No one who has seen
that erect, alert figure standing on a
platform, with radiant face and up-
lifted arms, kindling 2 great audience
into song, will ever forget the pleture.
He had that indefinable touch of ge-
nlus that could draw)| the suppressed
song from the hearts of people. His
tall figure, allye witn energy, his ra-
diant face, his mellow voice rieh in
the broad-vowelled softness of the
south, his bubbling humor linked to a
passionate earnestness, formed for any
audience an irresistadle combinatlon.

It may be sald that Alexander re-
discovered for the church the function
of music In religion. Certainly he res-
urrected the joyous mnote In religlious
music, and the singing of the churches
all over the world will gain, as a re-
sult of his ipfluence, & happier tone, a
more uplifting beat, a more spiritual
measure. He mastered feor himself,
and taught to others, the art of mak-
ing song the channet and servant of
religious forces.

No other Gospel singer within a cen-
tury possessed to sucn an.extent the
power to make peeple sing. or to sway
a crowd so completely. To take an
audience of anything from the 5,000
to 10,000 men and women, to gather, as
It were, thelr disconnected strands of
thought, and weld them into a single
wire for the dispaten of the message,
is the work of consecrated nius,
Gifted with a rare, spontaneous humor,
Alexander understooa the psychology
of a crowd, although ne hin¥self never
used the term. To =n unusual degree
he possessed the abiliiy to lift people
out of themsedves, and to make them
forget their troubles,

The apex of his evangelistic career
way reached In London in 1903, where,
with Dr. R. A. Torrey, he conducted
one of the most remarkable meetings
that Great Britain has ever seen. Al-
exander took the great metropolis hy
storm. For two months the Roval Al-
bert hall, London's greatest auditorium
wag packed twice dally with audiences
of 15,000 people, and 1t was the song-
leader who was the attracting foree.
London had heard many great preach-
ers, but never hefore had it seen & man

and who made fPhe city
it wanted to or not.
A London First Night

The opening night of that campalign
is memorable. It was a typlcal first-
night English audience, somewhat cold
and & good deal Inclined to be critical.
In the hoxes were titled people, and
men prominept in public affairs . When
Alexander mounted the high r'ostrnm
on the platform and looked out with
his disarming smile on the Ereat mo-

sing whether

who wondered if he could subdue that
.vast crogwd to his will, as he had done
S0 many others. Behind him gsat a
choir of 4,000 volces, the largest evan-
gelistic choir ever organized in Eng.-
land, waiting his word of command,
The song-leader had only half an

indifference and Inborn prejudice. M

of the future success ofe"the Longg'l:
work depended wupon that opening
night, and Alexander knew it. But he
did not hesitate. The cholr surpassed

magie of the conduetor's hands ang
voice, Calling Into play every faculty
and all his persuasive power, the BOong-
leader coaxed, exhorted, threatened, ca-
joled \and laughed the vast audience
into singing, and =oon there rose g
wave of exultant song that proclaimed
his victory.

“Alexander the Great” was greater

It was an un-
doubteq triumph. The dally na:upa-
pers sang his pralses In superlative
terms, and thus &t the very outset of
the campalgn, Iargely as a resylt of
_ recelvad an impetus
that did muech t0 carry it to success
Almost over night his Gospe) songs
leapt into a popularity that was amas.-
ing in the phlegmatic ¢ity of Londop,
The *“Glory Song™ "~ became bettar
knowpn than the latest music ha!] jiy.
gle, and men and women réalizeq as
they had never before the power

-2 man overflowing with goed humor,

himself, the “life and soul” of his evan-
gelistic party, as he was of any com-
pany, group or coterle with whom he
foregathered? An Australian editor
once likened him to “a bit of embodied
sunshine.” Living in olose eontact
with him for a2 number Of years, the
present writer has tried to discover
and definpe just exactly what is that

must have been that when he was born
the sun came out to grace the day. a

the south d drove the last of the
clouds over the horizon, until nothing
remained but blue sky and a wind that
laughed. That day crept into the
heart of Charles Alexander, and stay-
ed there. That sunny quality did not
diminish with the passing of the
years. There were courage and a
steadfastness of purpose behind it. Tt
was this courage that shone out in dif-
ficult places, it was this steadfastness
that kept Alexander In the forefront
where the trouble was thickest and the
fight hardest, and therme wasg enough
of both to inspire otner people not so
richly endowed. There were times
when he was misrepresented, misun-
derstood and criticised, there werle
times when he suffered from the
thoughtless injustice of people who did

heard an unkind word pass from his
lips. Always, he was *the captain of
his soul.”

To know Charles M. Alexander in
private life, and under the roof of his
own hospitable home in Birmingham,
England, was a privilegs indeed.
vet he was exactly the same man on a2
platform before 5.000 people, as by his
oewn fireside with a single friend. With
him, religlon was ven into the tex-
ture of body, brain and heart. It was
as natural for him to talk about re-
ligion op to sing abeut it, as it was to

which hée lived.

The door‘pf his home, which he call-
ed ““Tennessee’” in honor of his native
state, was alwhys open to visitors from

far-off corners of the earth., have so-
joeurned there, and have gone
with a new light !n their eves and a
new hope ip their hearts. When Alex-

rang through the house; when he was
Away, the home, no matter how full of
people, seemed strangely empty, An
English writer in describing a visit to
“Tennesses,” says: “When people crit-

I could take them to hlg home.”
Friend-Making Genbas

Alexander possessed a genius for
making friends, and, what is of great-
er worth, he had an uncommon genius
foer helping them. He was equally at
home in every strata of society. The
porter in a hotel held just as strong
a claim upon his interest as the man
who drove up to the front entrance in
a high-powered auytemobile. Alexander
saw in each a possible son of God.

I used to think of Charles M. Alexan-
der solely &8s a cholr leader; but I was
wrong. Before everything else, he was
a winner of souls. Until the last, he
&till handled large choirs with that
rare touch that was peculiarly his own.
Until the last, he stll] swayed-great
audiences with those strong, compell-
ing hands of his. But the office of
choir-leader was always secondary, an
accessory only to the main purpose pf

his life. I think the text, “He. that
winneth souls is wise,” must haye
danced continually before his eyes,

That thought, that ambition, that pur-
DOSe was never absent from him, First,
last, and al] the time, Alexander was
a soul-winner, and he died at work.
Two Iimpressions of my friend—a
first and final imprint—are stamped
Indelibly upon my mind. The first is
of a man in bed under doctor's orders,

who smiled up through a heavy cold,
and asked a few direct questions con-
cerning the relation of a soul to God,
His concern was genulne, his ques-
tions were put with a wonderful ten.
derness, his earnestness was irresist.
able. As an ultimate result of that
persona] work the writer became a
Christian.

The last Impression came two months
4g9, when we drove in a taxi from a
New York hotel to the wharf to say
good bye to the singer as he galled for
a visit to his English heme, Alexan-
der was in high spirits that morning,
and his humor flowed Hke a mountarn
stream. There were four of us in the
cab, and we laughed hilariously. It
was a characteristic farewell. /On suc

occagions Alexander refused to allo

anyone to  become mournful. Two
blocks from the wharf he paused. Hig
face became serious, and he requestad
his old friend and eolleague, George
T. B. Dayis, to offer s praver for the

sunny quality, which lifted him a little
and placed him abgyve the ordinary. It

laughter-laden breeze sprang up from -

not understand him, but no one ever

And

breathe. His rellgion was not only a
part of him, it was an atmosphere In

all parts of the world, Americans, Ca- |
nadians, Australians, missionaries from .
away

ander was present, his infectious laugh °

icised Mr. Alexander, T always wished

Josey’s
Truck Guano

7—5—7 :
1—5—5 i e

T—3—3

L

L)

JOSEY’S COTTONSEED MEAL AND
FISH SCRAP MIXTURES

ACID PHOSPHATE—_POTASH

As Good Ag the l;est—
And Better Than the Rest
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May we serve you this spring for a por-
tion of your Fertilizer requirements?
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his car be absolutely trust.
orthy. That is why B!:aickStis
a favorite among business men

The new Buick Nineteen

Twenty One models, powerfu]

and comfortable, are as beauti.
| as they are efficient.

There is Authorized’ Buick
Service, too, wherever you go.

Effectrve January 1, regular
equspment on all models
will include cord fires

)
]

— -
- Al
A

¥ v

-.
AL

1wy
Ervi

a

105-107 N. Second Street

cause of Jesus Christ around the world
before we separated. Alexander was a |
man with & Cause, and that Cause was
dearer to him than life {tself. ' |

is the 'secrét of this man's unusual

People have frequently asked, what |

power? To me there was never any .
secret about it. His life was conse.
crated to God. Im an unusual- degree
the Lord Jesus Christ was mirrored In
that shining life. It way net surpris.
ing, therefore, that in hig eompany you

were constantly reminded of the Mag~
ter. Alexander’'s greatest contribution |
to the world was not his gift o song, !
not his collection of Gospel ymng, |
but this: He showed us how to 1ive|
a radlant Christianity.,

Central Presbyterian Church,
Montelair, N. J,, Jan. 17, 1921,

Del Monte Stock

We have on hand for immedlate
delivery:

Del Monte tomatoes, Del Monte ap-
ricots, Del Monte tomate sauce, Del
Monte honey, Del Monte catsup, D;l
Monte Maraschino cherries, Del
Monte sweet potatoes, Del Monte
peaches, Del Monte Malne corn, Del
Monte pineapple, Del Monte n.ﬁcr
kraut, Del Monte Bartlett m;.u
At this time the megchant wants
g00ds that will move readily. ?‘h".
brand of foods {8 known by everys
one and will sell on sight. |

Court of Special Session

KNOW.-YE that you are hereby summoned to appear at

the Na Tire and Rubber Company, 208 pMarket

Street, ' n, N. C,, any day, hour, or any time at

t;ur egl;w to asoolét:in the ,flrwt ad;hat we earry the
es most comp stock o standard m

of %'ﬂlES KS and TUBES. akes

We save you 25 per cent to 45 per cent on sll makes
of Tires and such as Gg » Kokomo, Howe,
Fisk, Empire, Century, Plainfleld, Les, National, Etc.

L
We are the Cut Rate Tire Kings of the South.

PREPAREDNESS ‘ i
See us before making 'your next purchase. Remémber

the old sagi.ng a Word to the Wise. Phone 2251.
Call and convince yourself. ©

Herein fail ye not. ‘
(Signed) N.T. & R. CO..

Judges of all standard make
Tires at reduced prices

_ W, T. TEN, Ma .
Abast _ WmN Manager

Carolina’s Great Tire House.
Prompt attention to Phone'and Mail Orders.

A Tube free with every Tire purchased during opening

'weol‘.'.

STORES—Norfolk, 713 Granby 8t.; Stauntos, 82 N t.3_Riehmor
: ;az 'v‘v' ? : .'ts.tr..;bxotnguig #hurcﬁvenu?vxv:.;'b?nohb?a:
© BUs Whimihgton, MO 208 Marker g 5 on, 54 Bridtol, 16 Fro
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One-Third Off _.

‘on all Comforts and Blankets. Wide varfefy from which

. to-select; all-wool and cotton mixtures. Plaid Blankets,

white with blue broders; Cotton and Wool.filled Comforts

WILMINGTON, N. C.

thqmandnofAmeric_anhomeo.

Because it adds most to the con-
. venience, comfort and enjoyment of
the entire fatnily, and at small cost.

The gaeciine consamption is unususily how
The tee nileege is wooenally high

i W. D. M&&Mﬂaﬁ, Jf.

B .

Telephone Neo. 2103




