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THE ADVENTURE OF THE THREE STUDENTS||% o 2 voim o

“Excellent!"’ said Holmes, who was
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|

By g gt

neck craned, he looked into the room.
“He must have entered through the

door. There is no opening except the

one pane,” sald our learned guide.
“Deay me!” sald Holmes, and he

[ By SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE '

copsrizht, 1921, by Harper & Bros. FPublished by special arrangement with The McClure Newspaper Syndicate
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" ;-;- i« the first installment of a
| o 6 sherlock Holmes deteetive
I" des by A. Conon Doyle. Omne
jsto Jlete story will appear evely
Im,l:{.ilm in The Star. Next Sunday
§ we of Tdentity” will appear.

wp 00
! \__‘__. 5 e 1) e £ *
.<'in the vear '85 that a combi-
on of ovents, into which I need
. enter. caused Mr. Sherlock
falmes anid myself to spend some
coples In one of our great univer-
+wne and it was during this .time
<141l but instructive adven-
| am about to relate befell
. will b obvious that any details
o would help the reader to exactly
_ enllege or the criminal
The Iniudicious and  offensive.
ol a scandal may well be al-
o e out. With due discretion
at itself may, however, be

swered, ‘I should much prefer that
You called In the aid of the police.”

“No, no, my dear sir; such a course
im utterly impossible. When once the
law is evoked it cannot be stayed
again, and this is just one Jf" tlicse
caseg where, for the credit of the col-
lege, It is most essential to avoid secan-
dal. Your discretion is as well known
as your powers, and you are ‘the one
man in the world who can help me. I
beg you Mr. Holmes, to do what you
can.

My friend's temper had not improv-
ed since he had been deprived of the
congenial surroundings of Baker
street. Without his scrap-books, hls
chemicals, and his homely untidiness,
he was an uncomfortable man. He
shrugged his shoulders in ungracious

acquiescence, while our visitor in hpr-

‘ried words and with much ex(‘.ilab!e:

gesticulation poured forth his story.
"I must explain to you. Mr. Holmes,|
that tomorrow is the first day of the!

absolutely above suspicion. I found
that the key was indeed his that he
had entered my room to know if I
wanted tea, and that he had very care-
lessly left the key in the door when
he came out. His visit to my room
must huave been within a very few
minutes of my leaving it. His for-
getfulness about the key would have
mattered Hitle uypon any other occa-
sion, but on this one day it has pro-
duced the most deplorable conse-
quences.

“The moment I looked at my table,
1 was aware that some one had rum-
magea among my papcrs. The proof
was ip three long slips. T had left them
all- together. Now, I found that one
of them was lying on the floor, one
was on the side table near the window,
and the third was where I had left {t.”

Holmes stirred for the first time.

“The first page on the floor the sec-
ond in the window, tne third where

recovering hig good humop as hls at-
tention became more engrossed by the

case. ‘Fortune nas been your friend.”

“This was not all. I have a new
writing “table with a fine surface of
red leather. 1 am prepared to swear, |
and so is Bannister, that It was smooth |
and unstained. XNow 1 found a clean
cut in it about three inches jong—
not a mere scritch, but a positive ecut.
Not only this, but on the table I found
a smali ball of hblack dough or clay,
with specks of something which looks
like sawdust in it. I am convineced
that these marks were left by the man
who rifled the papers. There were no
footmarks and no other evidence as to|
his identity. I was a: my wits’ ends,;
when suddenly the happy thought oc~!
curred to me that you were in town.|
and I came straighit around to put the
matter into vour hands. Do helf me.!
Mr. Holmes. You see my dilemmea.:
Either T must find the man or else the !
examination must be postponed n:uil'l
fregsh papers are prebvared, and since
this cannot be done without explana-
tion, there will ensue a hideons scan-
dal, which will throw a cloud not only
on the college. but on the nniversity.!
Above al] things, [ desire to settle the!

smiled in g singular war as he glanoced
at our companion., *“Well, if there im
nothing to be learned here, we had
best go inside.

The lecturer unlocked the outer door
and ushered us into his room. Wa
stood at the entrance while Holmes
made an examination of the carpet.

“f am afraid there are no sighe
here,” sald hea “One could hardly
hope for any upon soc dry a day. Your
servant seems to have quite recovered.
You left him in a chalr, you say.
Which chair?’

“By the window there.”

“l =mee. Near this littie table. You
can come in now. 1 have finished with
the carpet. Let us take the little ta-
bleg first. Of course, what has hap-
pened is very clear. The man entered
and took the apmers, sheet by sheet,
from the c¢entra] table. He carried
them over to the window table. hes
cause from there he could see If you
came across the courtyard, and =sc¢
could effect an escape.”

“As a matter of fact he could not,"”
said Soames, “for I entered by the

; i v illustrate vou left it.” said he. matter quietly and discreetly.” | side door.”
4, sinee it ].Ixmue;nt;c“xh;.:;hrmv examlnation for the Fortescue schol-| “Exactly, Mr. Holmes, You amaze “I shall he happy To look into it anq] “Ah, that's mood. Well, anyhow, that
snep aqualitles 4 3 3 R ) . : ) Y, ] ] R o I :
e O '-‘ f!‘_}_’n e T Wil enaskes arship. I am one of the examiners. My | me. How could you possibly know|to give you 'sur‘h(af_i\i e as 1 can.” sa di was In his mind. Let me see the three
teloil was remarka . i " subject is Greek. and the first of-the( that?" Holmes, rising and putting on  his] ok ¢ i
oy sutoment. 10 Ao it the | PAPers conslsts of a large passage of| “Pray continue your very interest-|overcoat. “The case js not entirely de- strips. No. finger lmnro_ssirms_ﬂr}m
{ af womld SeRFe s i °| Greek translation which the candidate | ing statement.” void of Interest. Had any one visited | :{Ih he C;Ll'?li‘? 0;{(‘!‘ t‘lm_- on'e 1;!|t£
iy particular place, or give |y, 1ot seen. This passage is printed “E imag! that B you in your room after the papers came And: he .copied. 1t. How long wonl
tn the people concerned. on the examination paper, and it would, or an instant T imagined that Ban- to you?’ | tuke him to do that, using every pos-
wire vesiding at the time In fur-| naturally be an immense advantage lf[“*-““‘-l‘ had takep the unpardonable lib- “Yes, voung Daulat Ras. an Indian|

sible contraction? A quarter of an
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ad=ings  crose to a library| the candidate could prepare it in ad-{erty of examining my papers. He de-|student, who lives on the same stair,|

hour, not less. Then he tossed it down
i = o : o ot i ized the next., He was in the
vance. For this reason, reat care is| e 3 rEiA _|lcame in to ask me some particulars, ind seize "
Sherloek Fiolmes was pursuing taken to keep the paper fecret | nied it, however, with the utmost ear akont Hhe examinanons’ : midst of that when your return caused
: rions  researches In early ' ) *  nestness, and 1 am convinced that he “Fe ‘hich he was entered?” him to make a very hurried retreat—
pocli<h clarters—researches which led “Today, about 3 o'clock, the prqofﬁ! was speaking the truth. The alterna- ..Y:;..W ’ ’ ' very hurried, since he had not time to
T aiie <n <triking that they may| of lhi's. paper arrived from the ;n'_mt—: five. was thnt some one passing had “And the papers were on your ta- replace the papers which would tell
be tie subiect of one of my future nar- | ers. The e:ferc‘ise_ consists of haif al Ghttred the kew 3n we Aoor - had ble 2" you that he had been there. You were
liore it was that one evening|chapter of Thucydides. 1 had to read| known. Lhae 1. wan oit. Snd Had siiter To the Best of 1y Dellef, thesy: were not aware of any hurrying feet on the
reeived 4 vislt from an acquaint-| it over carefully, as the tf‘xt must bci‘"“ to look at the p."pf'l.'s A largs Sosm rolled iin.” = > stair as you entered the outer door?*
e, M Hiilton Soames. tutor and|absolutely correct. At 4:30 my taskl . .. o .:."id at stake, for the scholar-} “But might be recognized as "No. I can’t say I was.”
o <. 57 \* was not vet ecompleted. 1 had, how-| """ "4 & ) ' x i : “Well, h t furiously that he
petrer At the College of St. Luke's. 8 p 3 . ._| ship iz a very valuable one. and an un- proofs?”’ » he wrote so furiously
¢ sames was A tall, spare man, of | ever. promised to ”‘.kp ted in:a friend's serupnlous man might very well run a *Possibly.” : broke his pencil, and had, as you ob-
L ervine and excitable temperament.|rooms, so 1 left the preoof upon my; . ‘% e Ay : " Sina i : . e =S serve, to sharpen it again. This Is of
® had il ‘ q\r-.u-!: 11fim tnr be rest-|desk. I was absent rather more than| :,E'ff‘l. I':il“_ Of:_?]‘:;:" gain An Adyantage :g One '#Iss Iy your TOOM: SIR ART'HU”R Co-‘éh Dot"LE i —— interest, Watson. The péncil was not
« manner. hut on this partie-|an hour. | “Hennister was very much upmet by “Did any one know tnat these proofs Creator of “Sherlock Holmes,” the reates Sz e alT ordinary one, It was above the
asion e was tn such a state “You are aware, Mr. Holincs, lha!‘ the incident. He had nearly fainted| would he there?" R = - PSS : e = Uhlual size, wlthbfll. anli_l!e&d.ktho outar
ity 8 ; ; — . : ’ S s L o ' £ o color was dark blue, the makers name
o : agitation that It was|our college doors are dnnhlf o grpan| when we found that the papers had No one save the printer. man who tampered with them came|ed by a long low, latticeu window on i~ inted In silver lettering. and the
¢ eomathing very unusual had oc-| baize one within and a heavy oak one| iindoubtedly heen tampered with, T “id this man Bannister know?" L . . ! 8o printe E,
7 ) | without. As I approacned my outer|gave him a lttle brandy and left him| “No, certainly not. No one knew.”|UPon them accidentally without KNow=-|to the ancient lichen-tinted court of| pince remaining 4s only about un inch
rust, Mr Tinlmes, that »ou can!door, [ was amazed to sece a key in It.| collapsed in a chair, while I made a T\'h;\re is Bannister now 2" ?m?-..;-th,‘;tgi.h::f :t:rrset}wre. the old college. A Gothie arrche(rl dn;rla;;d ‘?rhﬂ‘%‘ofalmﬂsf-“E‘;Ol;ufo}:ﬂi‘é‘-‘hl: )D:"I':':;
e - b1 |ee . p - t ™ = - & . - = =1
gwara me o few hours of your valuable; For dn instant I imagined that I haf‘l! most careful examination of the room. “He was very ill, poor fellnw. 1 Ia"fi.l )' - S i tinatie ®mil lad to. & Worn sl?ne ot aa‘”'q )nnf P :'na.n When I add (gat he poqg_;ps“,\q a
v W had a very palnful in-;lr-ft my own there, but on feellng in| | seon saw that the intruder had left| him collapsed in the chair. T was in| Holmes gave an enigm e AIRe. ground floor . was the tujor's T Orr; lar . and very blunt kni{(\- ;'01-1 h.;.}.\rg
. =1 Tmke's, and really, but my pocket T founa that it was all, ather traces of his presence besides| such a hurry to come to you.” | “Well” said he, 'let us go round.| Above were three students, ullle on e;tL 1 Igeddi:i-ona] ;m" R
e the Lapty chanee of vour being Inlrlght. The only duplicate which ex-|the rumpled papers. On the table in| “You left your door open?’ i Not one of your cases, Watson—men-| story. It was already twilight :lw“ia“ » ity
reen, 1 oghould have been at a2 loss| isted, so far as I knew, was that which| the window wera saveral shreds from “Y locked up the papers first” }m],— not ‘phyeieal. “—“AI " rightl, comhe if| we reached the scene of our pro em. )
b t 8 t. R ister—a | ’ ¢ i i |y . "Now M S __at Holmes halted and looked earnestly, Mr. Soames was somewhat over-
vha e L elonged to my servant, Rannistér—a  a pencil which had been sharpened. A Then it amounts to this, Mr.!you want to. Now Mr. oames—at S ; e dl whelihed by tbia AAood. of interaiation
“Iam very ey just now, and I de-| man who has looked after my room! broken tlp of lead was 1ving there| Soames, that unless the Indian student your disposal!” | at the window fhen he approache ; ¥ .
a Adistravtinns.””

my friend an-lfor ten yearx, and whose honesty igimm' Evidently the rascal had copied| recognized the roll as being proofs, the, The sitting room of our client opﬁn-}lt. and, standing on tip-toe with his

(Continuved On Page Fourteen.)
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Ladies’ georgette and crepe de chine blousse,
cloaks and cloak suits will close Saturday,
February 12. This is an exceptional oppor-
tunity for the intelligent buying public to se-
cure new and up-to-date wearing apparel at
 one-third the manufacturers’ prices.
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The largest line of coat suits ever shown in Wilmington is arriving daily. Prices
range from $17.50 to $70.00. | '
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A special lot of tricolette and minuette silk dresses go on sale at
$17.25 to $32.50. Values to $87.50.

L ]

Manufacturers’ Sales Company

\ C. J ROBERTS Hotel Wilmington Sample Rooms, 316 North Front St I C. LOF TIN
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