
i.

THE MORNING STAr wBLMINGTON, N. C SUNDAYj FEBRUARY 271921. : .FLFTEUi-- N

,1
TTflE PRESIDENT PATIENT' """s" : r' rr - y, - 'v ' t- -.;; ; S ---By BIT.LY'DE BECK

(Continued from Page Fourteen).
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,hB old grentleman's symptom with

Jfilm, nd then, having prescribed for

as my friend entered, "I am delighted
to see you."

"Goodi-morniii)- banner," answered
Holmes; "you won't think me an 'in-
truder, I am sure. ' Have you heard of
the events which led up to this affair?"

"Yes, I heard something of them."
"Have you formed any opinion?" "

"As far as I can see, the man has.
been driven out of his senses by fright.
The bed has been well slept in, you see,

iim, I saw nim OIt uPn arm or
s son.
"I have told you that Mr. Blesslng;-- GIVE YOURon generally chose this hour of the
,y for his exercise, tie came in short -
afterwards una paoaea upsiairB. An There's his impression, deep enough, i

nstant later I heard him running:
0wn, and he burst into my consulting-Oo- m

like a man who is mad , with
anlc.

VTho has been in my room? he
ried,
"'No one, said L
"'It's a lie! he yelled. "Come up and
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areaaruiiy."
"When did. you find it out?"
"He has a cup of tea taken In to himearly every morning. When the maid

entered, about seven, there the unfor-
tunate fellow was hanging in the mid-
dle of the room. He had tied his cord
to the hook on which the heavy lamp
used to hang, and he had jumped oft
from the top of the very box that he
showed us yesterday."

Holmes stood for a" moment in deep
thought.

"With your permission," said he at
last, "I should like to go upstairs and
look into the matter."

,We both ascended, followed by the
doctor.

It was a dreadful sight which met
us as we entered the bedroom door. I
have spoken of the impression of, flab-bine- ss

which this - man Biessington
'conveyed. As he dangled from the

hook it was exaggerated and intensi-
fied until he was scarce human in his
appearance. The neck was drown out
like a plucked chicken's, making the
rest of him seem the more obese and
unnatural by the contrast. He was
clad only In his long night-dres- s, and
his swollen ankles and ungainly feet
protruded starkly from beneath it. Be-
side him stood a smart-lookin- g police-inspecto- r,

who was taKlng notes in a
pocketbook.

"Ah, Mr. Holmes,"" said he, heartily.

ok!'
I passed over the srrossness ox his
ruage, as he seemed half Out of his

Ind with fear. When I went upstairs
ftn him he pointed to several foot- -
rints upon the light carpet.

It s about five in the morning, you
know, that suicides are most common.
That would be about his time for hang-
ing himself. It seems to have been a
very deliberate affair.

"I. should say that he has been dead
about three hours, judging by the rig-
idity of the muscles," said I.

"Noticed anything peculiar about the
room?" asked Holmes.

"Pound a screw -- driver and some
screws on the wash-han- d stand. Seems
to have 'smoked heavily during .he
night, too. Here are four cigar-end- s

that I picked out of the fireplace."
"Hum!" said Holmes, "have you got

his cigar-holder- ?"

"No,. I have seen none." i

"His cigar-cas- e, then?"
"Yes," it was in his coat-pocket- ."

Holmes opened it and smelled the
single cigar which it contained. ,

"Oh, this is an Havana, and these
others are cigars of the peculiar sort
which are, Imported by the Dutch from

(Continued on Page Flxteen)

" 'iyyou mean to say those are mine?
e cried. .

"They were certainly very much
arger than any which he could have
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rained hard this afternoon, as you
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he case, then, tnat the man in - the

aiting-roo- m had, for some unknown
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ther, ascended to the loom" of my resid-
ent patient. Nothlnsr had been touch- -
& or taken, but there were the foot- -
rints to prove that the Intrusion was a
n undoubted fact. , .. .
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i followed Dr. Trevelyan to the door,

you for coming round. No one ever
needed your advice more than I do. I
suppose that Dr. Trevelyan has told
you of this most unwarrantable Intru-
sion into my rooms."

"Quite so," said Holmes. who are
these two-- men; Mr. Biessington, and
why do they wish to molest you?"

"Well, well," said the resident pa-
tient. In a nervous fashion, "of courseit is hard to say that. You can hardlyexpect me to answer that, Mr.. Holmes."

"Do you mean that you don't know?."Come In here. If you please. Justhave the kindness to step in here."
He led the way Into his bedroom,

which waa large and comfortably fur-
nished. ;

"You see that," said he pointing toa big-- black box at the end of .his bed,
VI have never bedn a very rich man,
Mr. Holmes never made but one In-
vestment in my life, as Dr. Trevelyan
would tell you. But I don't believe In
bankers. I would never trust a banker,
Mx. Holmes. Between ourselves, what
little I have is in that box, so you can
understand what it means to me when
unknown people force themselves intomy rooms."

Holmes looked at. Biessington in his
questioning way and shook his head.
J1 cannot possibly advise you if you

try to deceive me," said he.
"But I have told you everything."
Holmes turned on ' his heel : with agesture of disgust. "Good-nigh- t, Dr.

Trevelyan," said he.
"And no advice for me?" cried Biess-

ington, in a breaking voice. !

"My advice to you. sir, is to speak
the truth."

A minute later we were in the street
and walking for home. We had crossed
Oxford street and were half way down
Harley street before I could get a word
from my companion.

"Srry to bring you out on such a
fool's errand.. Watson," he said at last.
"It is an interesting case, too, at the
bottom of it."

"I can make little of it." I con-
fessed.

"Well, It is quite evident that there
are two men-- more, perhaps, bu at
least two-7-wh- o are determined for
some reason to set at this fellow Biess-
ington. Ihave no doubt In my .mind
that both on the first-an- d on the sec-
ond occasion that young man pene-
trated to Blessington's room, while his
.confederate, by an ingenious device,
kept the doctor from interfering."

"And the oatalepsy?"
"A ' fraudulent imitation. Watson,

though I should hardly dare to hint as
much to our specialist. It Ab a very
easy complaint to imitate. I have done
it myself."

"And then?"
"By the purest chance Biessington

was out on each occasion. Their rea-
son for choosing so unusual an hour
for a consultation was obviously to in-
sure that there should be no .other pa-
tient "in the waiting-roo- m. It Just
happened, however, that this hour co-

incided with Blesslngton's constitu-
tional, which seems to show that they
were net very well acquainted with
his dally routine. Of course, if they
had been merely after plunder thev
woii'd at least have made some attempt
to search for It. Besides, I can read In
a man's eye when it is his own. skin
that he is frightened for. It is 'incon-
ceivable that this fellow could have
made two such vindictive enemies as
these appear to be without knowing of
It. I ! old it, therefore to be certain
that h-- j does know who these men are,
and that for reasons of his own be
suppresses It. It is just possible that
tomotri-- may. find him In a more com --

muniratiif mood."
. "Is there not one alternative," I sugr-jrcHte- d,

"grotesquely Improbable, no
doubt, but still Just conceivable?
M!;?nt the whole story of the catalep-
tic Russian and his son be a conooa-tlo- n

of Dr. Trevelyan's who has. for
his own purposes, been in Blessington's
rooms'"

I saw . in the gaslight ; that Holme
wore an amused smile at this brilliant
departure of mine.
' "My dear fellow." said he, "it was
one of the first solutions whioh occur-
red to me, but I was soon able to corr-

oborate-the doctor's tale. This young
man has left prints upon the sta'.r-c;rp- et

which made it quite superfluous
for me to ask to see those which h
hf?d made '. in the room. - When I .te',1
you that his shoes were square-toe- d

instead of being pointed like Blessing-lou'- R,

and were quite an "inch and a
third longer than the doctor's, you wUl
acknowledge that there can be no
doubt-a- s to his individuality. But we
may sleep On it now, for I shall be sur-
prised if 4 ve do not hear something
further from Brook street in the morn-- .
Ing." - '

. in.
Sherlock Holmes's prophecy was soon

fulfilled, and In a dramatic fashion. At
half --past seven next morning, in the
first glimmer of daylight, I found Mm
standing toy my bedside In his, dressing--

gown.

"There's a brougham waiting for us,
Watson," said he. '

"What's the matter, then?"
"The , Brook street business.
"Any freeh news? r

'
.

'

"Tragic, - but ambiguous,", said he,
pulling up the blind. "Look at this a
sheet from' a note-boo- k, with Tor
God's ; sake come at once P. T-- .'

sorawled upon It In pencil. Our friend,
the doctor, was hard put to it when he
wrote this. ' Come along, my dear feL-tn- r

fur W att unrent call.

Ithin a quarter of an --hour we had SERVICE STAUOM FOtf
en dropped at the door of the physi
an's residence in Brook street,, one of
loie sombre, flat-face- d houses which
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ean at once to ascend the broad,
stair.

But a singular Interruption brought
to a standstill. The light at the

p was suddenly whisked out, and
nra the darkness came a. reedy, quav

roice. - 'ng ..
"I have a pistol," it cried. "I give
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motion. In his hand he held a pls-- m

he thrust it into his pocket as
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Mr. Holmes." said he.
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In a quarter of an hour or so we
were back at the physician's house. He
came running out to meet us with a
face of horror.

"Oh, such a "buslnessv he cried, with
his hands . to his temples. . :

"What then?"
has committed suicide!"

Holmes whistled. --

"Yes, he handed ,hlmself during the
fclght." .

-

We had entered and the-docto- r had;
preceded us into what was 'evidently
his waiting-roo- m. -
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