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nvell, I never thought that I should
anyth.ng more of the Russian and
on. so you can imagine my amaze-
,n-; when, at the very same hour this
m““l[]y“ they both came marching Inte
;}. consulting-room, just as they had

don® he"OT®. E :

«q feol that I owe you a great man
oJlogles for my abrupt departure yes-
¥ iay. dootor,’ sald my patlent.
"T..I‘mnrmg that I was very much
wrprised at it said I.

wwell, the fact 18" he remarked,
wat when I recover from these at-
pcks ™Y mind is always very clouded
u to a1l that has gone before. I woke
" in & strange room, as it seemed to
"'FE and made my way out into the
:r;f“ in a sort of dazed way when you
ro absent.’ ‘
'.'f.“.:d 1' said the son, ‘seelng my
pther pass the door of the walting-
00T, naturally thought that the con-
gultation had come to an end. It was
ot until we had reached home that I
pegan to Tealize the true state of af-
I'“.r.s{..-,.u_* said I, laughing, *there i= no
harm done except that you puszled me
Wil 80 1f you, sir, would kindly
1an into the walting-room I shall be
wappy to continue our consultation
nich was brought to so abrupt an
bnding”

'E--p,.r halt an hour or so I discussed
e old gentleman's symptoms with
him, and then, having prescribed for
\im, 1 8aw him go off upon the arm of
js sON.

Y hive told you that Mr. Blessing-
oy generally chose this hour of the
gy for his exercise, He came In short-
afterwards and passed upstairs. An
nstant later I heard him running
k-wn, and he burst into my consulting-
om like 8 man who I8 mad with
-ij\‘ho has been in my room? . he
ried,

“Nop one,' sald L

“‘it's a lie!" he yelled. ‘Come up and
ok !’

*I passed over the grossness of his
knguage, as he seemed half out of his
sind with fear. When I went upstairs
ith him he pointed to several foot-
sints upon the light earpet.

“‘I¥vou mean to say thoses &re mine?
e cried.

“They were oertainly very much
rger than any which he could have
ade, and were evidently quite fresh.
» rained hard this afternoon, as you
wow, and my patients were the only
ople who called. It must ‘have been
; case, then, that the man in the
siting-room had, for some unknown
sason, while I was busy with the
ther, ascended to the roomr of my resi-
ent patient. Nothing had been touch-
1 or taken, but there were the foot-

yis

n undoubted fact.

“Mr. Blessington seemed more ex-
ited over the matter than I should
ave thought possible, though of

i.'s peace of mind. He actually sat
ving In an arm-chair, and I could
rdly get him to speak coherently. It
28 his suggestion that I should come
und to ¥You, and of course I at once
v the propriety of it, for certainly
= incident Is a very singular one,
sugh he appears to completely over-
s Its importance. If you would only
me hack with me in my brougham.
m would at least be able to soothe
im. though I can hardly hope that
1 will be able to explain this re-
arkable occurrence.”

fherlock Holmes had listened to this
ng narrative with an intentness
hich ehowed me that his interest was
enly aroused. His face was as im-
sive as ever, but his lide "had
oped more heavily over his eyes,
i his smoke had curled up more
ickly from his pipe to emphasize
¢h curious eplsode In the doctor's
l&. As our visitor concluded, Holmes
prang up without a word, handed me
v hat, plcked his own from the table,
i followed Dr. Trevelyan to the door.
ithin & quarter of a&n hour we had
ben dropped at the door of the physi-
n's resldence in Brook street, one of
e sombre, flat-faced houses which
¢ arsoclaters with a west-end prac-
# A small page admitted us, and we
gan at once to ascend the broad,
tll-carpeted atalr.

Hut a singular interruption brought
to a standstill. The light at the
7 was euddenly whisked out, and

o

alr

1)

'm the darkness came a ready, quav-
ing volee, 7y
T have a pistol,” it crised. "I glve

pu my word that I'll fire if you come
¥ nearer.”™
“This really grows outrageous, Mr.
#sington,” cried Dr. Trevelyan.
Oh, then it is you, doctor,” said the
2, with a great heave of relief.
it those other gentlemen, are they
it they pretend to be?”
Ve were conscious of a long scrutiny
Lof the darkness,
Tes, yes, it's all right,” said the
te At last. “You can come up, and
desﬁrry if my precautions have an-
Fod you."
“t relit the stair gas as he' spoke,
i we saw before us a singular-look-
mian, whose appearance, as well as
i Toice, testified to his jangled
rD . He was very fat, but had ap-
ntly at some time been much fat-
% that the skim hung about his
*in looge pouches, like the cheeks
iblondhound. He was of a sickly
. and his thin, sandy halr seemed
ristla up with the Intensity of
‘wotlon. In his hand he held a pls-
'hut he thrust it into his pocket as
UWvanced.
“wi-evening, Mr. Holmes,” said he.
nsure T am very much obliged to
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suppose that Dr. Trevelvan hasg told
you of this most unwarrantable intru-
sion into my rooms.”

“Quite mo,” said Holmns.\'Who are
these two men, Mr. Biessington, and
Why do they wish to molest you?”

“Well, well,” said the resident pa-

tlent, in & nervous fashion, “of ceurse
it 1s hard to say that. You can hardly
expect me to answer that, Mr. Holmes.”

“Do you mean that you don’t know 2"

“Come in here, if you please. Just
have the kindness to step in here.”

He led the way into his bedroom,
which was large and comfortably fur-
nished.

“You see that,” said he pointing to
a blg black box at the end of his bed.
“I have never beén a very rich man,
Mr. Holmes—never made but one in-
vestment in my life, as Dr. Trevelyan
would tell you. But I don't believe in
bankers. I would never trust a banker,
Mr. Holmes. Between ourselves, what
little I have 1s in that box, so you can
understand what it means to me when
unknown people force themselves into
my rooms.”

Holmes looked at Blessington in his
questioning way and shook his head.

“I cannot poasibly advise you if you
try to deceive me,” said he,

“But I have told you everything.”

Holmes ' turned on his heel with a
gesture of disgust “Good-night, Dr.
Trevelyan,” said he.

“And no advice for me?” cried Bless-
ingtom, in a breaking voice.

“My advice to you, sir, is to speak
the truth.”

A minute later we were In the street
and walking for home. We had crossed
Oxford street and were half way down
Harley street before I could get a word
from my companion.

“Berry to bring you out on such a

“It Is an Interesting case, too, at the
bottom of it.”

“l can make
fessed.

least two—who are

kept the doctor from interfering”

“And the gatalepsy?”

“A  fraudulent imitation, Wat=on,
though I should hardly dare to hint as
much to our speelalist. It is a very
easy complaint to Imitate. I have done
it myself”

“And then?’

“By the purest chance Blessington
was out on each occasion. Their rea-
son for choosing so unusual an hour
for a consultation was obviously to in-
sure that there should be no other pa-
tient imn the walting-room. It just
happened, however, that this hour co-
ircided with Blessington's constitu-
tional, which seems to show that they
were nit very well acqualnted with
hig daily routine. Of course, if they
had been merely after plunder thev
wou'd at least have made some attempt
tuo search for it. Besides, I can read in
a man's eye when It iz his swn skin
that he Is frightened for. It is incon-
gr.ivihle that this fellow could hxve
made two such vindletive enemies as
these appear to be without knowing of
it. I Hold it, therefore, to be certain
that h. does know who these men are,
and that for reasons of his own Fre
suprresses it. It is just possible that
tomorrew may find him in a more com-
municative mood.”

““Is there not one alternative,” I sug-
gested, “‘grotesquely improbable. neo
deubt, but still just concelvahble?
Mignt the whole story of the catalep-
tis Russian and his sonp be a conoceoz-
tion of Dr. Trevelyan's" who has, for
his ewn purposes, been in Blessington's
rnoms?’

I saw in the gaslight that Holmes
wore an amused smile at this brilllant
departure of mine.

“My dear fellow,” sald he, “it was
one of the first solutions which occur-
red to me, but I was soon able to cor-
roborate the dottor’'s tale. This young
man has left prints upon the =sta'r-
carpet which made it quite superiuous
for me to ask to see those which la
hed mads in the room. When I tell
you that his shoes were square-toed
instead of belng pointed like Blessing-
1or’s, and were quite an inch and a
third longer than the doctor’s, you will
asvkrnowledge that there can be no
doubt -as to his individuality, But we
may sleep op it now, for I shall be sur-
prised If e do not hear something
further from Brook street in the morn-

1”‘-”

ml
Sherlock Holmes's prophecy was soon
fulfilled, and in & dramatic faghion. At
halM-past seven next morning, iIn the

| first glimmer of daylight, I found him

standing by my bedside in his dress-
Ing-gown,

‘"rhere’s a brougham waiting for us,
‘Watson,” esaid he.

“What's the matter, then?”

“The Brook strest business”

“Any fresh news? _

“rTragic, but ambiguous” sald he,
pulling up the blind. “Look at this—a
sheet from a note-book, with ‘For
at once—P. T./
serawled upon it in pencil. Our friend,
the doctor, was hard put to it when he
wrote this. Come along, my dear fel-
low, for it's an urgent call’

In & quarter of an hour or §o we
were back at the physician’'s house. He
eame Tunning out to meet us with a

{f horror.
hﬁah? such a business,” he cried, with
his hands to his temples.

¢t thenT?' :
J «Blesgington has committed sulcide!”

Holmes whistled.

“Yeés, he hanged himself during the

night."
" %V. ‘had enterad, and the dooctor !mdl

preceded us into what was ‘evidently|

his waiting-room.

1741 reglly hardly ksow what Iam do-

appearance,

you for coming round. No one ever | ing,” he crled. “The police are already

needed your advice more than I do. I;uPstalrs. It has

dreadfully.”
“When did you find it out?

“He has a cup of tea taken in to him
early every morning. When the malid
entered, about seven, there the unfor-
tunate fellow was hanging in the mid-
dle of the room. He had tled his cord
to the hook on which the heavy lamp |
used to hang, and he had jumped off
from the top of the very box that he
showed us yesterday.”

Holmes stood for a moment in deep
thought. {

“With your permission,”
last, “I should llke to go upstairs and
look into the matter.”

. We both ascended, followed by the
doctor,

It was a dreadful sight which met
us &8 we entered the bedroom door.
have spoken of the impression of fiab- .
biness which this man
conveyed. As he dangled from
hook it was exaggerated and intensi-| night, too.
fled untl] he was scarce human in his!that I plecked out of the fireplace.”
“Hum!"” said Holmes, “have you got
the ! his cigar-holder?’

pocketbook.
“Ah, Mr., Holmes,” said he, heartily.i

ghaken me most

gsaid he at

The neck was drown out|
like a plucked chicken's, making
rest of him seem the more obese and|
unnatural by the contrast. He was!|
clad only in his long night-dress,
his swollen ankle= and ungainly feet
protruded stgrkly from beneath it. Be-[single cigar which it contained.
side him stood a smart-looking police- |
inspector, who was taklng notes in alothers are cigars of the peculiar sort
| which are imported by the Dutch from

%s my friend entered, “I am delighted

to see you."”

“Good-morning, Lanner,” answered
Holmes; “you won't think me an ‘in-
truder, I am sure. Have you heard of

the events which led up to this affair?”
“Yes, I heard something of them.”
‘“Have you formed any opinion?”

“Ag far as I oan see, the man has

been driven out of hls senses by fright.
The bed has bean well slept In, you see,

There's his impression, deep enough.
It's about five in the morning, you

know, that suicides are most common.
That would be about his time for hang-

ing himself, It seems to have been a

very deliberate affair.

“I should say that he has beepn dead

about three hours, judging by the rig-
idity of the muscles,” said I.

“Noticed anything peculiar about the

room?"' asked Holmes.
“Found a

‘No, I have seen none."
“His cigar-case, then?"
“Yes,” it was in his coat-pocket.”

Holmes opened ét and smelled the

“Oh, this is an Havana, and these

(Continued on Page Fixteen)

fool’s errand, Watson,” he said at last.

little of It I con-.

“Well, it is quite avident that there!
are two men—more, perhaps, but at|
determined for|
some reason to get at this fellow Bless-
ington. I have no doubt in my mind.
that both on the first-and on thes sec-|
ond occasion that young man pene- |
trated to Blessington's room, while hia!
.confederate, by an ingenious device,!
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In response fo the inquiry of many telephone
subscribers: “What can 1 do to help my serv-
ice?” this advertisement is published.

“My Bell Rang”

“Excuse it, Please”

Hundreds of times ev-
ery day telephone sub-
scribers start a call and

abandon it before it is completed. They
hang up the receiver before getting an

ANSWET,

In some cases the person called is slow in

answering.

In many cases the person call-

- ing decides the call is not desired.

The result is that annoying report, “My
bell rang,” and needless answering and
waiting at the telephone.

Almost every one who is disturbed in this-
way naturally blames the operator for the

inconvenience.

We instruct the operators to say “Excuse
it; please,” to avoid an argument.

Care in this matter will greatly reduce
the number of unnecessary calls and assist
the operators in their efforts to improve the

service.

- SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE
AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY

screw-driver and some
Blessington | screws on the wash-hand stand. Seems
the! to have ‘smoked heavily during ‘he
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BURNETT SALLES. AND

i NEWKIRK AUTO SALES ||,

Pillsbury’s Family Of
. Foods '
GIVE YOUR
The now have in stock,
Pillsbury’s whole family:
Pillsbury’s Pancake Flour
Pillsbury’s Buckwheat Flour
Pillsbury’s Bran
(o FRHREINRE Pillsbury’s Wheat Cereal
We tie a can to the tail of trouble when your ear Is left
At Our Service Station There Is at Your Disposal a 1 oy T
COMPLETELY EQUIPPED SHOP, SPECIALIZED MECHANICS, An Of the ssine hlgh quahty
GENUINE FORD PARTS, STANDARD LABOR CHARGES of Pillsbury’s Best.
Jones Motor Sales Co. Grocers’ Specialty Co.
235 Market Street — Telephones 725-760 17 Market St. Phone 65
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AUTOMOBILE DIRECTORY S 0
- - ) Prophylnet!l(:‘.m{:luhnb:::;:- and other
. D. MacMILLAN, JR. || WORTH-OVERLAND CO. ||| Everready and Rubberset Lather
p— Phones 345-2103 i 8:‘&:%‘%2“ | J HICKSB ING
'Packard :: Buick! 7 J e UNT
Dodge Brothers | Commerce Trons ||| DRUG COMPANY
145107 Nerth Secend Strest | 5-10 Doex st. Phone 2163 1 Second and Princess Stas.
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SERVICE COMPANY | COMPANY FOR
. Smecessors to
Page Sales and Serviee MOTOR CARS
Compan
CHALMERS-DORT g:ﬁgm 20 sacks Rosen Rye.
14 Market Street s 300 rolls U. 8. Fence.
Phone 2048 12 Market Street -i- Telephone 1165 | || 200 coils 4-Point Hog Wire.
. 250 coils 4-Point Cattle Wire.
o Plenty of Wire ga“a and Cut Finish
ails
STATION FOR W. D. MacMILLAN, JR.

SERVICE
Westinghouse

AUTOMOBILE EQUIPMENT

M. W. McINTIRE

6 Dock Street

Fiith and Wright Strecetls

General Automobile
‘Repairing

HAYES PETTET,

Phone nlorw

Superintendent

IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT

R e

Expected Dally:

One car Serv-Us Flour.
260 bags Burt Oats.

D. L. GORE COMPANY
Wilmington, N. C.

| CITY

Greased—Storage
108-112 North Second Street

TAXICAB COMPANY

FPhones 15 and 16

AUTOS FOR HIRE

Cars Washed, Pollished and {

CARTER'S MACHINERY MARKET

The Piace to Buy and Sell
Machinery

OLIVER CARTER

210 8. Water St.—Telephone 1105
\V!lm!l‘_toﬂ. N. C.
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Distributor

Briscoe and Mitchell

114 N. Second S8t.

€, W. LASSITER ,
|
|

Telephone 13

WILMINGGTON
AUTO PAINTING CO.

Painting and Trimming and Repair-
ing om. ATl Wood and
Metani Work b
For Estimsutes, Oull at i
208 Market Street, or Phone Zuwol

e

STARKEY & GOLDBERG

=

STILL LEAD THE WAY
BACK TO 1914 PRICES

.'
i

1

Supplies, Repairs and Service

[ Rabey Storage Battery Co. |

i® 8. Front St

L -

Taking chances §s an awful ex-
pensive proposition.
the TRAVELERS take tiue chance
when the ocost is so
James & James to put Liability In-
surance on your car at once.

JAMES & JAMES, Inc.,, Agents

Southern Building
Telephones Nos. 507 and,6 168

Why not let

Telephone 545

Damage,
Protection, -

"THOMPSON-BERNARD CO.
Represents Strongeat Companies For
Autemobile Imsurance
See us for Public Liability, Property
Fire and Theft
We m_%e our Own -

tments
| &

112 Princess 8t. 'l'el.{iono 162

Chickens, B
North (;lm

812 Castle S8t..

W.E.&J. H. TAYLOR |

FAMILY GROCERIES AND COUN-
TRY PRODUCH

Fruits, Candies, Cigars and Tobaceo,
- ‘Mentn, ete.

pecinity

Phone 1910
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ROBERT R. CHRISTTE, Mgr.

MILL WORK — SASH — DOORS -~ FRAMES ETC

| Mill Work

Ourprices on Mill Work, Sash.

- Doots. Frames, etc., are now

very lowand we canmake prompt

delivery. Send us your plans

or lists (large or amall) now and
let us quote you prices. - -

- You will ind 1t to your ad-

vantage to get started before the

rush which is certain to come

vﬁry al:ortly.

Prices and infor-

‘mation gladly furnished.

~ Miller Manufacturing CQ.,' Inc.

‘l“m &-’

: MM., ’ “-"h‘h_

- LARGEST MILL WORK PLANT SOUTH

"WHEN TIRED

of Tire Trouble

N RETIRE at
" QUINLIVAN & ELMORE

WE ARE -
UNTIRING -

IN OUR SERVICE
“Acquire The Habit”

=

206 Princess 8t

CITY ELECTRIC CO.

Phone 905

APPLIANCES : MAZDA ' LAMPS
Wlmﬂ (] ‘-strrrunr

Buys, Sells and Rents

REAL’ESTATE

518 Graee Street

‘Comsuit Me ‘Iﬁ-—n Your .

PKRSONAL PROPERTY OR.
REAL E§TA

R. 0. HANSON, Auctioneer

- Phone 1826.W
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