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DRASTIC CUT IN -VALUATION
NOT VERY LIKELY TO STAND

State Tax Commission Certain to Re_]ect Reductions in Property
Values That Reach High as 60 Per Cent—Has Power to

Revise Valuations

Fixed by Counties—Maxwell

Thinks East Entitled to Greatest Reduction

(By JULE B. WARREN)

RALEIGH, April 10.—Heavy reduc-
tions in the value of property are not
likely to stand the purging process all
the revisions will have to undergo be-
tore they can be certified by the new
tax commission as the proper basis for
taxation, in the opinion of some mem-

_bers of the state administration who
uave given a great deal of time and
study to taxation matters.

The new state tax commission, =sit-

ting as a board of review is required,
not “allowed,” but “required” by the
law tg adjust values In the different
‘counties so that the property values in
Cherokee will be made on the same
basis as are those of the piedmont
vounties in- central Carolina or Dare
county in the east.
" While it is recognized by friends of
revaluation that all of the values fixed
hy the assessors in the 100 counties do
not actually represent the money or
market value of property today, the
enemies of the tax reform do.not pre-
tend to belleve that values of 1919 and
1920 were so far wrong that a 60 per
cent cut in some counties and a 10
per cent cut In others wil] leave prop-
ertys values equitable In all the coun-
ties, It will be the duty of the new
tax commisgsion composed of the com-
migsioner of revenue, the chairman of
the corporation commisgion and the
attorney-general, or stated In the per-
sons of these officials, Commissioper
A, W. Watts, Corporation Commission
Chairman W. T. leea and Attorney-
(General James 8.
these differences,
. Some members of the legislature op-
posed granting this nower to the stata
tax commission, contending that since.
the state got none of its money from
property tax, but left it entirely to the
countieg, it should have nothing to do
with what bagis the counties used in
arriving at its tax values. The major-
ity sentiment, however, wag Lhat so
long as some counties had to get
money from the =state equalization
fund in order to run theilr schools six
months, the state had . right to look
into the basis of wvaluatjon. In other
words the legislature did not helleve
a county like Dare, for instance, which
gets out of the atate about $30,000
niore for its schools than it pays in,
laa a rlght to call on Durham, New
Hanover, Mecklenburg, Forsyth and
ntho-rq of the larger and wealthier]
counties for help, unless there is some
assurance from the state that Dare
and the other weaker counties have
done all they can to help themselves.
Consequently L. R. Varser and other
legislators who opposed state super-
vision of tax valuation, submerged
their personal views and wrote into
the new bill the clause which gives the
tax comniission the right to revise
valuation cuts in order to equalize
values as between the different coun-
ties.*

Reports of the action of county
eommissioners reaching Raleigh show
that there is a2 wide difference in the
amount of cuts authorized in the dif-
ferent counties. They range from
nothing in New Hanover and a few
other counties which were satisfled
with the present values to the 60 per
cent cut in Wilson county. Corpora-
tion Commissioner A. J. Maxwell, who
was largely {instrumental in the re-
valuation work, and advised with the
ommittee which wrote the bill this
year, is of the opinion that the larger
cuts would be made \in the eastern
counties where the bottom dropped
out of farm values. The average value
of the farming land, based on the
spéculative prices of land resulting
from high priced cotton and tobacco
especially, was from $80 to $100 an
acre. No one pretends to believe that
these are the true wvalues of this farm
oroperty today.

The middle section of the state and
the mountain counties were not so
»adly hit by the business depression
»f last year, and consequently there
aas been no such drop in the value of
!farm property. There is, therefore, no
rause for expecting such drastic cuts
in valuation in these sections as there
is in the eastern counties.
inder *hese conditions the general im-
pression is that the cuts in the* coun-

‘ies which have touched the maximum
will pot be allowed to stand because
they are out of line with the other
“Dnntieq In the state and would result

But even

|
|

‘down

| .*The

taccording to dealers hera.
t localities

in shifting an undue burden of tax-
ation on counties which did not cut
as much.

" Representatives of the Craven coun-
ty commissioners came to Raleigh last

week seeking advice from the tax com-

mission about the praoper reduction for
that county. They are face to face
with a problem that is golng to wor-
ry many finance officlals of countiés
during the next year, and they are
looking hefore they leap. Craven:
county last wear fixed & tax rate of
11 1-2 cents on the 100. This vear it
needs more revegue than 1t did last
year, but at the same time the people
there are demanding reduction
In valuation. Under the constitution
the county can

Craven county could raise to the limit |
and get the additional revenue.
If any appreciabla cut in
made this will abgorb the
rate so that the county wlill really
have less revenue for running
penses than it had last year,
Craven county is in somewhat
ter shapa than some of the nther coun-
ties in North Carolina, for 50 per cent
of them, it
reached the constitutional
have overstepped it.

values |s
increase in

Hmit

hole unlesg
for drastic
pensaes,

curtailment of

ﬁrl"h'.nﬂli I®traits  in which tha
average county finds itself today is not

.\}annlng. to adjust)the result of revalnation altogether.

When it is pointed out that under the
old law .the counties had but 19 cents
left out ©of the 66 2-3 constitutional
Jimit, amd-that applicable to values
about one-hilf what they are now, it
will be seepn that all of the troubles
the counties have fallan heir to cannot
be charged up to rewaluation. Under
the old constitutional 1Imit of 66 2-3
cents the state ahsorbed for its own
purposeg and yses all of the llmit ex-
cept 19 cents. And a little calculation
will show that a 1% cent rate on the
hundred on the old value will not pro-
duce as much money as a 15 cent rate
will produce under the new values.
The trouble with the epunties and
cities Is just exactly the problem that
All business concerng have bheen foreed
to face, and that is just exactly this—
the exnense of eounty and city busi-
ness have inereased out of proportion
to the income. This has been due to
the mounting prices of everything a
county or a city has te buy.

ANl of this hut re-emphasizes the po-
sition of Governor Morrison and oth-
erg that it will be impossiblae for the
state to levy a property tax in the fu-
ture unless the constitution is again
amended. TUnder the law the state ean
take but 5 cents, or one-third of the 15
cent limit, and that amount of money
would not do the state a great deal of
good, but would seriously handicap the
countles. Consequently should mat-
ters arise in this formative and read-
justing period which will demand .a
special session of the legislatire, there
is little likelihood that it would de-
cide to levy an ad valorem tax for
state purposes. It might be called to
provide an increase In interest rate for
bonds authorized for roads and insti-
tutions, but it would not levy a prop-
erty tax.

FEDERAL COURT FINES 87,455
(Special to The Star) -

WILSON, April 10.—Federal court
held in this city last week b imposed
fines and costs which amounted- to
$7.456.34 and of this amount $5,258.48
has already been paid In.

The following drew prison sentences:
Buck Carpenter, one year and a day
in prison and to pay a fine of $500
and costs jn the case.

Buck Boone, two monm in-jall and
fined 3100 and costa.

Hepry Buck Dickerson, four months
in jail and $100 fine and cost.

MOREHEAD STANDS BY BLAIR
(Special to The Star)

WASHINGTON, April 10.—John M.
Morehead was asked to glve up the
North Carolina candidate, David Ii.
Blair, for internal revenue commig=
sioner, and join Virginia in Its effort
to get the nomination for Robert W.
Blair, an old Chapel Hill man, but he
would not-do 1t. He sald he was sup-
porting Blair to the final showdown,
and thought he had a show- to win.
Rut it looks now as if the south would
lose that good job. It may go to a
Pitteburgh banker.

LENOIR FARMERS HAVE ouT )
FERTILIZER B50-60 PER. CENT

(Special to The Star)

WKINSTON, April 10.—Farmerse in thls
part of the stata will use only half
as much fertilizer this year as last,
In ‘some
reduction will be 60
commercigl fertilizers
in demand now than
last spring. 1htensive cultivation will
meke up in Dart £« the smaller use
of fertillm—

the
per eent. All
are much less

FOURTEEN-YEAR-OLD A

WIZARD, SAY DOCTORS

John Huston of Arizona, Bed-
ridden, Has Most Remark-
able Mentality

PHOENIX, Ariz, April 10.—John
, Huston, 1l4-year-old, ‘nd bed-ridden,
has been pronounced by high medienl

levy but 15 centr on'!
khe 100, If there were no cut in values:

But 4

X i American war vetarans.
bet- |
| stalled a powerful wireless apparatus,
‘1Te munervised all of this work.
is estimated, have already:
or,
Consequently any |
reduction in values will put them in a'
they can make provision |
their ex- |

markable mentality they have known in
lany child.

| At the age of three years and seven
"menths, John deliverad an address at
|the dedication exercises of

| Coliseum in Dallas, Texas, reciting il
;\erwﬂ on the war r-f 'T6. His oration
| wag distinctly heald by the 10,000
i persons in the audience. Aside from
| this, he has taken prominent parts in
| numerous public functions and gathers
inge, among thesa national encamp-
ments of the Grand Army of the Re-
pubiic.

In the Grand Army of the Republic,
John ranks as hrigadier-general, an
honor bestowed by that organization.
 He also has a huge American flag
presented to him by the Spanish-

tha

In his mother's home he has In-
Some
of itz narts are of his own manu-
facture. A TUnited States government
license nosted recognizes John as an
amateur wireless telegrapher.

Juring his “listening in" periods
voung Huston has picked up messages
or parts of them from stations as far
away as Naun, Germany, and he dally
hears Mexico City.

Only recently John's mother tele-
phoned in to the office of the Arizona
Gazette inquiring If that paper had
any report of a “bad wreck near
Pueblo, ("ol A Pullman had burned.
ehe mald, on the Denver and Rino
Grande railroad with a heavy loas of
life. The Association Preas leased wire
only a few minutes before had brought
in the story almost as John had heard
is through his set from a distance of
approxim&ntel_v 1200 miles.

GREAT BRITAIN'S PAYMENTR ON
SILVER MONEY SENT TO INDIA

WASHINGTON, Anrll
Britain's first payvment, amounting to
25,000,000 in princinal and interast.
under the scheme for ligquidating the
debt of $122.000.000 Incurred during
the war by the purchase of 100,000,000
standard silver dollars for ths relief
of the silver famine in India, falls
due Friday. Payment
be marde through the federal reserve
bank in New York, treasury officials
said tonight.

An addlitional payment of $17.000,000
also falls due May 15, officials added,
under the agreement making provision
for payment from April 15, 1918.

The principal is to he pald in eqnal
annual installments from 1921 to 1924,
inclusive, in the proportions of 60 per
ecent April 15, and 40 per cent May
15, of each year, and the interest after
next May 15, under the agreement, will
be paid in semi-annual {installments
at the rate of 5 per cent per annum
upon the principal outstanding.

The agreement for liquidating the
gilver debt, officials declared, was
reached separately from any negotia-
tions for funding the British war debt
to this country of nearly $%$5,000,000,000,

10.—Great

BLADENBORO CLUB IS
OF MISS

GUEST
BUIE ON THURSDAY

(Special to The Star)

BLAD‘F\.BOHO April 10—The Thurs-
dav club met this week with Miss Clara
Buie, whosa. home was unusually at-
tractive with spring flowers, In a draw-
ing contest Miss Fannle Turlington
won the prize, a lovely dresser set
embroldered in colore. Punch was
served in the dining room from a table
banked with ferns and flowers, Miss
Ida Suggs presiding at the bowl. .After
a delightfully interesting program, an
ice course and cake were served Be-
sides club members thg high school
faculty was present. A

The ladies of the Thursday Book c¢lub
will give a play, '‘Old Malds' Conven-
tion,” Friday night the 15th in the
school auditorium,

PRICE OF ICE 10 FPER CENT
(Special to The Star)
GREENSBORO, April 10,—One of the

two lce companies here _has cut the
price of ice 10 per cent, on purchases
of 500-pound coupon books. The price
for fce bought in smdll gquantities stil]
remains 80 cents per 100 pounds.

PRESIDENT HARDING -
AND HIS CABINET
MAKING GOOD START

(Continued from Page One.)
ing's message of next Tuesday. | BOt
Mr. Harding’ “and his assoclates inter_
pret the last election as having meant
an overwhelming repudiation of the
league and treaty. And many millions
of people—not a few murmuring in-
dividuals—will have to express them-
selves to the same effect before the
Harding administration “~will be con-
vinced that its interpretation of the
election mandate is not correct,

CUTSs

\ fession that

| murder of Joseph B. Elwell
anthorities as possessing the most re- |

| he

MUHI]ER CONFESSION A
LIE, HARRIS NOW SAYS

Man Who Decla.red He Helped
Kill Elwell in New York

Takes It All Back

BUFFALO, April 10.—Roy- Harriz,
held here by the police on his con-
he was concerned in the
in New
York last June, today confessed that
his story is not true. The prisoner
had heen auestioned for tw® hours by
District Attorney Moore, at the end of
which time he made a statement ad-
mitting that his original declaration
war false.

Mr. Moore sent word to Charles S.
Whitman and Captain Carey, of the
New York police, who were on their
way to Buffalo. The development may
cause them to change their plans and
return to New York from Albany.

Harris alleged as his reasons for the
hoax that he had been-separated from
his wife and had met her again only
last week and desired to know whether
she would be staunch to him were he
in serious trouble. He said that if she
had not proved “loyal and true bilua"
would have gone to
chalr withouwt regret.

Harris confessed the hoax to Detec-
tive Oswald of the New York force
Saturday night, but the latter did not
make npublic the fact because he wished,
he said, to talk first with Mr. Whit-
man and Captain Carey. Heas placed a
charge of first degres murder against
the prisoney and ordered him held in-
communicad, After a few hours that
charge waswithdrawn.

Oswald &
that the
He took
police
locked up~
hour or &g.
his wifa g
tario, dur

y was disproved.
to the outlying
¥ the man was
“them talk for an
had insisted that
Catharines, On-
lanning of the EI-

the electric !

well murder, while she declared she
was with him in New York that week.
She %aid she gave him a birthday gift
of socks at that time. \

“Did you get a birthday present last
year?' asked Oswald.

‘“Why, ves, two pairs of socks,” sald
Harris.

“Who gave them to you?”

My wife,"” said Harris, with hesita-
tion.

“But you said your wife was in St.
CGatharines at that time,” said Oswald.

“Oh, well, you've caught mé. The
whole thing Is a fake,” said Harris
with a hopeless gesture.

At noon today Harrls was taken to
the district attorney's office and cén-
fronted with his wife. After he ag-
mitted the hoax he was returned to
his cell and was ordered held wlithout
bail in solitary confilnement. This was
done, police said, at the request of
Detective Oswald. The wife was re-
turned to her cell also.

DRY LAW VIOLATION ONLY 81
(Special to The 8tar)

GREENVILLE., 8. (., April 10.—The
smallest fin® ever imposed in the fed-
eral court here yegterday of §1 against
F. P. Hardin, who pleaded guilty to
violation of the prohibition laws, by
a technical infraction of the regula-
tiore in recuring whiskey for me-
dicinal purposes,

deal Shoe Repair

Prompt and Efficient
Service at Lowest
Cost

Work Done While You
Wait. Try Us!

All Work Guaranteed

35 North Second St. Phong 1205-J

Specials for Tuesday and Wednesday
$ DOLLAR DAYS §

Six 20c¢cans pink salmon $1 00

£ $1.00

Six 20c cans Southport shrimp
ROP w68 4 7 S NSO T RAE 5§ Gemien B § T GaeE 4 5 e
for$1.00
$1.00

Three 45¢ cans table peaches
Three 45¢ cans Sun-Kissed pmeapple

$1.00

Five 25¢ cans Heintz' baked beans

I I T T I I T T I S

for ....
Seven 25c¢ cans Jersey Duke pork and beans
for ......

Three-pound Helen Lawsin pure coﬂle

Three pounds round steak
TOF & s .o isivenioniin s s 5 S haes

Three pounds sirloin steak
LOL ¢ vio s s s :

Three pounds porter house steak

Three gozen fresh country eggs
for .

Four pounds Swift’s oleomargerine $1 00
for ... o

A Complete Line of Fruits and Vegetablea'

IDEAL MARKET

) E. J. WADDELL, Proprietor
418 North Front Street Telephone 2229

P T T R R T I Y

R I T I O

3

probably will }

DOLLAR DAYS

EXTRA SPECIALS

a pair ..

10 yards for .....

|

ductions.

will be on sale at,

L R T R N

TUESDAY FROM 10: GO TO 11:00 A. M.
50 pairs_of ladies’ and misses’ pumps and oxfords,

black or dark tan, high and low heels,

TUESDAY FROM 3 TO 4 P. M.
1,000 -yards of 32-inch dress ginghams, fine quality,
v pretty plaids in light and dark colors,

L I L L R T

_ EXTRA—WEDNESDAY’S SPECIALS
Children’s cap-toe shoes, sizes 2 to 8, black kid button,

limit 3 pairs to a customer,

B PBIE 505563157 8 § 5 500600 1arm.aiermeiors & e 8 8 » sione

BIG-SPECIALS FOR TUESDAY AND
WEDNESDAY

The millinery department has made tremendous re-
Our expert milliners will be at your service

and see that you are properly fitted.

We have 100 children’s, misses’ and ladies hats that

o $1.00

You know the va.lues we have when it is mlllmery

$1.00
$1.00

LACE AND INSERTIONS, 24 YARDq FOR $1.00

Two bolts, 12 yards each, of lace or insertion, fine gual-
ity for dresses or underwear, $1 00
24 yards for ....::isieoeniinssvaas .

WIDE LACE AND INSERTION, 12 YARDS FOR $1.00

Exceptional bargain in wide lace and insertion, white
or ecru, filet and net, for camisoles and $1 00
organdy dresses. 12 yards for ..

EMBROIDERY, 12 YARDS FOR §1.00
Embroidery edge insertion, beading and veiling in al

12 yards or —oro .. $1.00

SWIFT'S WOOL SOAP, 13 BARS FOR §1.00
Wool soap is pure white and floats, is absolutely harm-
less to the most delicate skin; used for bathing
babies, and is the best soap obtalna:ble for laundering
dehcate fabrlcs, such as silks, fine lawns and woolens.
~ Dollar Days price is 18 bars for $1.00, or $1 75
family box of 24 cakes for

TOILET SOAPS, 14 CAKES FOR $1.00
J er&en s glycerine, Kirk Olive, Kirk’s Jap Rose, Ki rk's
bath tablets, Sweetheart and Palmolive, $1 00
l4cakesfor .........cvovvvnnn.

HEAVY BATH TOWHLS,4 FOR §1.01
20x40 heavy Turkish bath towels, an unusual gualily
and special for Dollar Days only, $1 0@
4 EOF N wiwiory wi it saiaFaseids § & HESTTA 5 5 o

28x51 TURKISH TOWELS, 2 FOR $1.00
Extra heavy Turkish bath towels—note the size—
inches by 51 inches—very best $l 00
QUALIEY, /2 20N ioimeain b me s snni b aesaiaieis s

L L

Fucfls Cash Department Store

“Where Smart Styles Meet Moderate Prices”

28-30 South Front
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