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THE ADVENTURE OF
THE SPECKLED BAND

(Continucd from Page Seven.)

‘iNol!

“Jt was clamped to the floor. Did
you ever see a hed fastened like that
before?”

“] eannot say that I have."

“The lady could not move her bed.
It must always be in the same relative
position to the ventilator and to the
rope—for so WwWe MAay cell it, since 1t
was clearly never meant for a Dbell-
pull.”

“Holmes,” 1 cried, “I seem to see
dimly what you are hinting at We
gre only just in time to prevent aome
gubtle and horrible crime.

“Subtle enough and horrible encugh. |

When a doctor does go Wrong, he 18
the first of eriminals. He has nerve
and he has knowledge. Palmer and
Pritchard were among the heads of
their profession. This man strikes
even deeper, but I think, Watson, that
we shall be able to strike deeper still
But we shall have horrors enough be-
fore the night is over; for goodness’
sake let us have a quiet pipe, and turn
our minds for a few hours tb some-
thing more cheerful.”

About nine o'clock the light among
the trees was extinguished, and all
was dark in the direction of the Manor
House, Two hours passed slowly
away, and then, suddenly, just at the
stroke of eleven, a single bright light
shone out right in front of us.

“That is our signal,” said Holmes,
springing to his feet; "it comes from
the middle window."”

As we passed out he exchanged a
few words with the landlord, explain-
ing that we were going on a late visit
to an acauaintance, and that it was
possible that we might spend the night
there. A moment later we were out on
the dark road, a chill wind blowing in
our *aces, and one vellow light twink-
ling .n front of us through the gloom
to guide us on our sombre errand.

CHAPTER VL

* There was little difficulty in entering
the grounds, for unrepaired breaches
gaped in the old park wall. Making
our wav among the trees,_we reached
the lawn, crossed it, and were about
to enter through the window, when
out from a chump of laurel busheas
there darted what seemed to be a hid-
and distorted child. who. threw
jtself upon the grass with writhing
limbs, and then ran swiftly across the
lawn into the darkmess.

“My God!” 1 wlrispered;
see it?"

Holmes

eous

“did you

was fog the moment as
startled as 1. His hand closed like 2
vice upon my wrist in his agitation
Then he broke into a low laugh, and
put his lips to my ear.
“ It is a nice household,” he
mured, “That is the bhaboon.”

1 had forgotten the strange pels
which the doctor affected. There was
a cheetah, too: perhaps we might find
it upon our shoulders at any moment.
I confess that I felt easier in my mind
when, after following Holmes's ex-
ample and &lipping off my shoes, I
found myself inside the bedroom. My
companion noiselessi¥ closed the shut-
ters. moved the lamp onto the table,
and cast his eyes round the room. All
wag a5 we had seen it in the day time.
Then creeping up to me and making a
trumpet of his hand, he whispered into
my ear again so gently that it was all
that 1 coudd do to distinguish the
words:

“The least sound would
our plans™

1 nodded

mur-

be fatal to

to show that I had heard.

“We must sit without light. He
would see it through the ventilator.

I nodded again.

“Do not go asleep; your very life
may denend upon {t. Have your pls-
tol ready in case we should need it. I
will sit on the side of the bed, ana you
in that chair.”

I toock out my revolver and
on the cormner of the table.

Holmes had brought up a long thin
cane, and this he placed upon the hed
beside him. Ry it"he laid the box of
matches and the stump of a candle.
Then he turned down the lamp, and
we were left in darkness.

How =hall 1 ever forget that dread-
ful vigil? 1 could not hear a sound,
not even the drawing of a hreath. and
¥Yet I knew that my companion sat
open-eyed, within a few feet of me,
in the same state of nervous tension
in which I was myself. The shutters
cut off the least ray of light, and we
waited in absolute darkness. From
outside came the occasional ery of a
night-bird., and once at our very win-
dow a Ilong drawn cat-like whine,
which told us that the cheetar was
indeed at liberty. Far away we could
hear the deep tones of the parish clock,
which boemed out every quarter of
an hour. How long they seemed, those
guarters! Twelve struck, and one and
two and three, and still we sat wait-
ing silently for whatever might be-
fall.

Suddenly there was the momentary
gleam of ‘a light up in the direction of
the ventilator, which wvanished im-
mediately, but was succeeded by a
gtrong smell of burning eil and heatad
metal. Some one in the next room had
lit a dark-lantern. 1 heard a gentle
sound of movement, and then all was
silent once more, though the smell
grew stronger. For half an hour I sat
with straining ears. Then suddenly
another sound became audible—a very
gentle, soothing sound, like that of a
small jet of steam escaping continual-
ly from a kettle. The instant that we
heard it, Holmes sprang from the bed,
struck a match, and lashed furiously
with his cane at the bell-pull

“You see it, Watson?' he yelled,
“You see it?"

But I saw nothing. At the moment
when Holmes struck the light I heard
a low, clear whistle, but the sudden
yglare flashing Into my weary eyes
"made it impossible for me to tell what
it was at which my friend lashed so
savagely. 1 could, however, see that
his face was deadly pale, and filled
with horror and loathing.

He had ceased to strike, and was
gazing up at the ventilator, when suil-
denly there broke from the silence of
the night the most horrible ery :o
which I have ever listened. It swelled
up louder and louder, a hoarse yell of
pain and fear and anger all mingled
in the one dreadful shriek. They say
that away down in the village, anda
even in the distant parsonage. that cry
raised the sleepers from their beds.
It struck cold to our hearts, and I
stood gazing at Holmes, and he at me,
until the last -echoes of it had dieqd
away into the silence from which it
TO8E,

“What can it mean?" 1 gasped.

“It means that it is all over™
Holmes answered.' “And perhaps, af-
ter all, it is for the best. Take your
pletol and we will enter Dr. Roylott's
roomnr.’

With a grave.face he lit the lamp
and led the way down the corridor,
Twice he struck at the chamber door
without any reply from within. Then
e turned the handle and entered, I at
this heels, with the cocked pistol in
my hand.

It “'was a singular slght which met
our eves. On the table stood a dark-

'}

laid it

lantern with the shutter half open,
throwing a brilliant beam of Ilight
upon the iron safe, the door of which
was ajar. Beside this table, on the
wooden chair, sat Dr. Grimesby Roy-
lott clad- in a long gray dressing-
gown, his bare ankles protruding ba-
neath, and his feet thrust into red
heelless Turkish slippers. Across his
lap lay the short stock with the long
lash which we had noticed during the
day. His chin was cocked upward and
his eyes were fixed in a dreadful, rigid
stare at the corner of the ceiling.
Round his brow he had a peculiar yel-
low band, with brownish speckles,
which seemed to be bound tightly
round his head. As we entered he
made neither sound ngr motion.

“The band! the speckled band!™
whispered Holmes.

I took a step fdrward. In an in-
stant his strange headgear began (o
move, and there reared dtself from
among his hair the squat diamond-
shaped head and puffed neck of a
loathsome serpent.

“It is a swamp adder!"” cried Holmes;
“the deadliest snake in India. He has
died within ten seconds of being bit-
ten. Violence does, in truth, recoil
upon the violent, and the schemer
falls into the pit which he digs for an-
other. Let us thrust this creature
back into its den, and we can then
remove Miss Stoner to some place of
shelter, and let the county police know
what has happened.”

As he spoke he drew the dog-whip
swiftly from the dead man’s lap, and
throwing the roose round the reptile's
neck, he drew it from its horrid perch.
and carrying it at arm’'s length, threw
it into the iron safe, which he closed
upon it.

® - E L L L

Such are the true facts of the death
of Dr. Grimesby Roylott, of Stoke Mo~
ran. It is not necessary that I should
prolong a narrative which has already
run to too great a length, by telling
hew we broke the sad news to the ter-
rified girl. how we conveyed her by
the morning train to tne care of her
gonod aunt at Harrow, of how the slow
process of official inquiry came to the
conclusisn that the doctor met his
fate while indiscreetly playlng with a
dangerous pet. The little which I had
yet to learn of the case was told me
by Sherlock Holmes as we traveled
back next day. "

“1 had,” said he, ‘“come to an en-
tirely erroneous conclusion which
shows, my dear Watson, how danger-
ous it always is to reason from insuffi-
cient data. The presence of the gyp-
sies, and the use of the word ‘band,’
which was used by the poor girl, no
doubt to explain the apnearance which
she had caught a hurried glimpse of
by the light of her match, were sufﬁi
cient to put me upon an entirely wrong
scent. I can only claim the merit that
+ instantly reconsidered my position
when, however, it became clear io
me that whatever danger threatened |
an occupant of the room could not
come either from the window or the
door. My attention was speedlily
drawn, as I have already remarked lo
vou, to this wventilator, and to the |
bell-rope which hunz down to the bed.
The discovery that this was a dummy,
and that the bed was clamped to the
floor, instantly gave rise to the suspi- |
cion that the rone was there as a
bridge for something passing through
the hole, and coming ™ the bed. The
idea of a snake instantly occurred u:-i
me, and when I coupled it with m}'[
knowledge that the doctor was fur-
nished with a supply of creatures from|
India, I felt that I was probably on
the right track. The idea of using a
form of poison which could not possi-
bly be discovered by any chemical
test was just such a one as would oc-
cur to a clgver and ruthless man who
had had an‘eastern training. The rap-
id®y with which such a poison would
take effect would also, from his peoint
of view, be an advantage. It would be
a sharp-eved coroner, indeed, who
could distincuish the two little dark
punctures which would show where,
the poison fangs had done their work. |
Then I thought of the whistle. Of
course he must recall the snake before |
the morning light revealed it to the
victim. He had trained it, probably by
the use of the milk which we saw, to
return to him when summoned. He
would put it throush this wventilator
at the hour that he thought best, with
the certainty that it would crawl down
the rope and land on the bed. It might*
or might not bite the occupant, per-
haps she might escape every night for
a week, but sooner or later she must
fall a victim.

“I had come to these conclusions|
hefore ever I had entered his room. An
ingpection of his chair showed me that
he had been in the habit of standing |
on it, which of course would be neces- |
sary in order that he should reach the
ventilator. The sizght of the safe,
saucer of milk, and the loop of whip-
cord were enough to finally dispel any
doubts which mav have remained. The
metallic clang heard by Miss Stoner
was obviously caused by her step-
father hastily closing the door of his
safe upon its terrible ocecupant. Hav-
ing once made up my mind, you know
the steps which 1 took in order to put
the matter to the proof. I heard the
creature hiss, as I have no doubt that
you did also, and I instantly lit th~
light and attacked it."”

“With the result of
through the ventilator.”

“And also with the result of causing
it to turn upon its master at the other
side. Some of the blows of my cane
came home, and roused Its snakish
temper, so that it flew upon the first
person it saw. In this way I am no
doubt indirectly responsible for Dr.
Grimesby Rovlott's death, and I ecan-
not say that it is likely to weigh very!
heavily upon my conscience."

driving it

THE END

A hot July sun foecused 1its rays
through a flaw in the window pane
upon the bed on which a seven-
months-old child was sleeping in Ben-
wool, West Virginia. The bed was set
afire and the baby burned to death.

the |

| SCORES OF MANUFACTURERS

IN CAROLINAS TO EXI}!BIT

CHARLOTTE, Aug. 20.—More than
160 manufacturers {of North Carolina
and South Carolina already have con-
tracted for exhibit space in the big
brick, steel and . concrete building
erected especially for - the Made-in-
Carolinas exposition whicH will be held
here September 12 to 29 to give the
people of these states opportunity to
familiaride themselves with the great
diversity of Carolina manufactured
products. Executive Secretary Patton
gsaid today only a relatively small
amount of snace for exhibits remains
unsold and most of this is covered by
options.

“At the last minute, we expect, we
will find ourselves eambarrassed by be-
ing forced to deny exhibit space to
manufacturers who delayved in reach-
ing a decision,” Mr. Patton added.

Read Star Classified Ads

HARD PIVPLES
DISHGURED  FAGE

ltched and Burned Very
Badly. Cuticura Healed.

‘““My'face broke out in small, hard,
pimples which festered and scaled
over. They also broke out under
my right arm and itched and burned
very badly. Later the pimples grew '
larger and increased in number, and
my face was badly disfigured.

“I tried different remedies without
any relief. I saw Cuticura Soap and
Ointment ad sed and sent for a
free sample which helped me. I
purchased more and after using one
cake of Cuticura Soap and one box
of Cuticura Ointment I was healed.
(Signed) John T. Dowell, R. F. D.
12, Box 6, Lebanon, Tenn.

Use Cuticura for all toilet purpoaeu
wmh 48, n- " Sold ew
where. Smpﬁe Ointment 25 and 50c. T-lu.mg
I~ Caticura Soap shaves without mug.
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FREE TO

ASTHMA SUFFERERS

#ree Trial of a Method That Anyone

Can Use Without Discomfort
or Loss of Time

© We have a method for the control of Asthma,

————
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Here’s the news you have been waiting for.

been, “What is Reo going to say—and when?”
Here’s the answer:

available.

Story is too long to tell here.
alone.

and we want you to try it at our expense. No |

matter whether your case isof long standing or
recent development, whether it is present as
occasional or chronic Asthma, you should send
fora free trial of our method. No matter in what
climate you live, no matter what your age or
occupation, if you are troubled with asthma,
our method should relieve you promptly.
| Weespecially want to send it to those appar-
ently hopeless cases, where all forms of in-
hnlers. douches, opium preparations. fumes,
“patent smokes," etc., have failed. We want
to show everyone at our expense, t onr
method is designed to end all difficult

breathing, all wheezing, and all those terrible

PATOXYSMS.

This frec offer is too important to neglect a
singleday. Write now and begin the method
atonce. Send no money. Simply mail coupon be-
low. Do it Today—you do not even pay postage.

FREE TRIAL COUPON

FRONTIER ASTHMA CO., Room 853N
Niagara and Hudson Streets, Buffalo, N. ».

Bend free trial of your method to:

L N TRy

FRECKLES

Dan’t Hide Them With a Veil; Remewve

Them Witk Othine—Double
Strength

This preparation for thq removal of

| freckles is usually so successful In re-
| moving freckles and glving a clear,

‘beautiful complexion that it is sold un-
der guarantee to refund the money if

At fatils.
Don't hide your freckles undera velil;

|
|

get an ounce of Othine and remove'

i'them. Even the first few applications
' should show a wonderful improvement,

some of the lighter freckles vanishing
entirely.

Be sure to ask the druggist for the
double strength Othine; 1t is this thag
s s0ld on the money-back guarantee,

—(Adv.)

back without question
NTS GUA ANTBEI'I

unt's S8alve and S8oap), fail ia
the trestment of Itch, Ecsemr,
Ringworm, T'etter or other itche
Idg ekin disecases. Try this

CAPSULES

LM IDY e

Beware of counterfeils

NORTH CAROLINA

Technical Bducatio
vocation® Btate College

raduates. are
in industrial progress,

The college offers

Agricultural Engineering, Animal Husb
try Bcienee, Solls, Veterinary Medlicine,

Electrica En.lnurlnlu -
Mechanieal Engineering.

Excellent equipment in all depa
Bession 1021-22 begins Septem®er 7.
Entrance requluments for ¥r

*Mathematics, 2 1-2 ;- Science, 1; ve, 6

AGRICULTURE AND ENGINEERING

STATE COLLEGE STATION

enables young men to succeed in their chosen professions and
prepared for personal success and for leadership

FOUR YEAR COURSES IN:

Agriculture—including General A?ﬁltﬂm and Bpecialized Courses in Farm Crops,

y' and Dairving, Biglogy, Horticulture, Poul-
ocational Education.

Chemistry, Agricultural Chemistry, Textile Chemistry and Dyeing,
Civil Earlnaarlng. Architecture, and Highway Engineering.

Textile—Textlle Engineering, Textile Hanufacnzring Textile Chemistry and Dyeidf
TWO YEAR COURSES IN:

Agriculture, Mechanic -Arts, Textile Manufacturing,
One Year Course in
Winter Course in Agri

Summer Session for *Teachers, for Collt;n Entrance and for College Cred
en

n Class, 15 uniis—English, 3:

. For catalog, illustrated circulars, and entrance blanks, write E. B. OWEN, Reglstrar.

STATE COLLEGE

RALEIGH, N. C.

uto Mechanics,
ure for Farmers.

1.2 History, 2: .

51ze and for its purpose
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New prices on touring and roadster models effective August 1.
"Twould take a page to tell you about one model

$1794 Delivered

For months past the one query most often propounded in motoring circles has

New Closed Models—4-passenger Coupe and 5-passenger Sedan—are now

_ Suffice to say, all passenger car models havze that wonderfully silent, sweet-run-
ning, amazingly powerful Reo Six Motor—the greatest motor in the world of its

In every genuine advance in automotive science—in all that makes for greater
motoring satisfaction—this Six upholds Reo traditions of leadership and merits the
title, “The Incomparable—the Six of Sixty Superiorities.”

The epitome of Reo engineering experience—the last word in coach building.
In that mighty Reo Speed Wagon we now have something sensational to offer

you.

Nobby Cord tires aH\round and—a greatly reduced price—also effective Au-

gust 1.

This Speed Wagon dominates the field regardless of carrying capacities.
vWherever Motor Trucks are known this Speed Wagon is known as the best.

It fits every business—meets every carrying need.

&

Range of usefulness is practically unlimited—most versatile as well as most

dependable.

Always the lowest priced commercial car of its carrying capacity, this Speed

Wagon is now a better buy than ever.

When you’ve seen these new Reos and heard the new prices, you’ll say, Reo is

today, more than ever, “The Gold Standard of Values.
Come in and see and hear the whole story.

113 North Second Street

Reo Motor Car Compan y, Lansing,

23

T. D. PINER

Wilmington, North Carolina

Michigan

f

One Mile or Fifty Miles

you can maintain an account here equally well.

Our banking-by-mail plan enables you to make deposits or
withdrawals via the postman, safely and quickly.

Write us enclosing your first deposit. We will forward to you

a pass book and necessary slips for subsequent deposits or with-
drawals. ’

Home Savings Bank

Northeast Cormer Front and Chestnut Streeta

I——'—_—_’—i - :

Creamed Pota

Indigestion, Dyspepsia, Constipation

Torpid Liver and other _stomabh,
Liver and Iiidney troubles are relieved
quickly, say hundreds of former suf-

ferers, by taking-—

Treatment™

Sold by following druggists
in $1.25 bottles:’

~Elvington’s Pharmacy

—or mailed direct from United
Medico-Chemi Hospital, Rich-

“The Hospital Home mond, Va.

Mixed Pickles

Coffee

HOTEL WILMINGTON

SUNDAY DINNER
August 21, 1921

12 to 3 P. M.

$1.00 rPer Person

blives

Cream of Chicken Soup a la Riz
Baked Sea Pass Espagnole
Potatoes Julienne
Fricasse 6f Chicken With Rice
Roast Prime Ribs of Beef au Jus
toes
Baked Macaroni au Gratin

Lettuce with Thousand Tsland Dressing

Vam!la. Ice Cream

American CHhaese
Baltines
Tea

Music, 1:00 to 2:30; B:45 to 8:15

Publie Stenosraphemta.ry Public—Hotel Writing Room

Hearts of

Celery

Green Peas

Pound Cake

o




