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FRENCH PROPOSAL FOR CHARMAN HULL HOLDS

MORE UNDERSEA BOATS

ENDS PARLEY PROMPTLY

BRITISH AND FRENCH
SWAP SHARP WORDS AS

DESIRE IS ANNOUNGED,

Paris Delegates Want to Treble
Present Size of Under-
water List

OTHER DELEGATES ARE
SURPRISED BY PROPOSAL

Bulfour Savs France Must Not
Prepare for War at Her

Back Door
WASHINGTON, Dec. 28.—~—(By the
vesoglinted  Press.)—Efforts to lmit

the naval

cuhmarines and auxillary warships
yme to an abrupt end today, after

vev had drawn the French and British
(rms conference delegates into a plain
snoken exchange over the possibilities
of a future war between France and

~ Rritish empire.

The French, acting under renewed
astructions  from their government,
r.ld the conferenece naval committee

ith an air of finality that France must
remain fred to build a submarine flotil-

nearly three times as great as that
.1» now possesses, and to construct, in
ldition, eruisers, destrovers and other

ixiliary craft up to a tonnage of 330,- |

To the propnosal the Americans, Jap-
anese and Italians replied with expres-
<inns of surprise and regret, while the
British charged openly that such a
iilding program must be regarded as
. menace to British shores. Arthur J.
Hulfour added that he had no doubt, if
eacion arose. Great Britain would be
equal to it, but only if she reserved

yimplete freedom of action as _to t_ha
canstruction of all types of auxiliaries
which might be useful against under-
witer warfare.

Agreeing that further argument
would be useless, the committee turn-
.1 its attention to collateral subjects,
veluding regulations for future use of
.ibmarines, proposals for limitation
“,» the size and armament of individ-
11 auxiliary vessels and details of the
.egreement already sealed in principle
rgard capital ships, ¥
€ d' 2‘]1 t Ofiers Plin. - )
For the American delegation, Elihu
ituot, proposed a joint declaration re-
(firming the obligation of submarine
smmanders to warn merchant sh‘lps
Lefore attack to refrain from sinking
.=sels whose crews and passengers
spld not first be placed in safety, and
, conform in general to all the estab-
‘shed practices of international law.
. addition, Mr. Root also suggested a
hange in existing usage 10 prohibit
Jriacks on merchant vessels altogether
sul to make submarine commanders

ho violate the regulation liable to
rin] as pirates. _

iieneral sympathy for the purpose of
1lwsa proposals was expressed by the
renresentatives of all the powers, but
Ji~finite action was deferred. Should

agreement be reached, it is to be

.abmiitted to all civilize na_tions with
invitation for world wide adher-

A1
T
IL'I:flt'fI' a further proposal prese:}ted
- the American delegation and given
_sneral, but not final approval by the
sher plenipotentiaries. no auxiliary
vssel of more than 10,000 tons could
. constructed by any of the powers,
no airplane carrier could have 2
of more than 27,000 tons. A

annage
Lovimum airplane carrier tonnage of
vinfin for the United States, 20,000 for

Britain., 48,000 for Japan. 28,000

I.r--a;?ram*e and 28,000 for Italy also

e« suggested by the Americans and
w1l he further discussed tomoITow.
The net result of the day's delibera-
< un= so far as actual progress l_s con-
cened, was an agreement th_at in fu-
re nn gun of more than 16 1r_uzh cali-
<hall be mounted on a capital ship
none of more than 8 inch calibre
“included in the armament‘ of
ov auxiliary vessel or airplane carrier.
'\,--:n.: with their demand for «in-
<-4 submarine and auxiliary ton-
4z+ the French delegation presented
i the committee in definite forrr_l, but
"4 a reservation attached, their ac-
iitance of the capital ship ratio un-
whicrh France is to have a first-
bhittleship fleet of 175,000 tons.
. reservations provide that_ the
¢urh be permitted to break in on
ten-vear naval holiday so as to
construction of replacement ton-
four wvears before the

nil
"!|‘.‘I ]-f-

in 1927,

ends.

Not Dangerous,
anst guarters tiMis exception was
carded as likely to endanger in
vy the capital ship agreelment,
was criticised by Mr. Balfour in
inmittes session as a serious in-
¢ with the holiday plan. The
iritessl is under consideration by the
142" . sperts of the other powers, and
Liffert to reach a decision regarding
will be made in the near

) | Sarraut, head of the French
.on, presented the submarine
vilinry estimates of his govern-
the committee in a speech
that the flgures suggested
vimum required for national
> i+ emphasized that highest
Pyl authorities as well as
French eabinet had made a definite
o the point and indicates
ALl attempts to secure recess
d he futile.
vxe pstimates, France would
“ilinurine tonnage of-90,000, as
2ot swwhich she now possesses
was proposed that she re-
Welianged under status quo of
“rlvin compromige. The United
only 92,000 and>@Great Brit-,
- tong, and each had offered
Jupromise proposal to rTe-
iif
All Disappointed
... luwers expressed thelr dis-
., "1 aver the French- decision,
- inese, who had themselves
‘inued on Page b5).

strength of the powers In}

; LOV‘, ao- business
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BICKETT HOME FLOODED W'I"l‘l;-’
MESSAGES OF CONDOLENCE AT
NEWS OF GOVERNOR'S DEATH

| .
! By BROCH BARKLEY

RALEIGH, Dec. 28—From every
section of North Carolina messages
today poured into the home of for-
mer Governor Bickett, mourning his
loss to the state and extending sym-
pathy to his family. In Raleigh the
love of the people for him was evi-
denced by the hundreds of callers
a4t the home and the expressions
from state officials, private citizens
and public men.

The state Democratic executive
committee, meeting tonight, passed
resolutions in memory of him and
the Rotary club of Raleigh adjourn-
ed its noon day meeting in his mem-
ory after passing appropriate reso-
lutions.

Those sending telegrams of con-
dolence included the state's con-
gressmen and senators and North
Carolinians In many parts of the
country, in addition to citizens now
restding within the state. Many:
megsages were also received from
men prominent in national affairs.

. Two of the state's officials, Gov-
ernor Morrison and State Treasurer
B. R. Lacy, received the news of his
death while in New York city on
business and they promptly tele-
graphed their expressions of sym-
pathy to Mrs. Bickett. Both were

fond friends of the former gower-
nor.

J. D. Norwood is Named
Chairman of Demoeratic
Executive Committee

By BROCK BARKLEY.

RALEIGH, Dec. 28.—J., D. Norwood,
Salisbury banker and manufacturer,
was elected chairman of the State
DDemocratic executive committee to-
night, suceeeding Thomas IDD. Warren,
of New Bern, who has held the posi-
tion for the last eight years.

The committee accepted the resigna-
tion of Mr. Warren after adopting
resolutions extending the thanks of
the committee for his services. Aside
from the eleetion of his suecessor and
the election of W. A, Graham, Jr., of
‘Lincoln county, as a member of the
commlittee to succeed the :

lgte Edgar

|
|

tance were handled by the committee-
men, the session lasting only about 30
minutes.

In a brief address following the ten-
dering of his resignation, Mr. Warren
expressad appreciation for the oppor-
tunity of serving his party as its
leader for eight years.

He declared it no cerime to be active
in politics and appealed to the yvoung
men and women of the satte to devote
a part of their *time and energy to the
unselfish =service of the Democratic
party. Their reward will be the good

that will come to others and the con-
sequences of having contributed some-
thing to the publie good.”

Mr. Warren sald in part:

“Efficient, economical and progres-
sive government is worth all that it
costs. If this is accomplished it must
come through the ingtrumentality of
some political party. The party that
deserves to live and to administer the
affairs of state and nation is the party
that stands for principles and not for
privileges, the party that stands for
equality of burdens and benefits the
party that stands for the common good
and not for the privileged few. B

“The Democratic party in North
Carolina has abundantly fulfilled this
requirement and has met and will
meet every test of splendid service
and public usefulness.”

-

FARMERS OF COLUMBUS
WILL MARKET TOGETHER

(Special to The Star.)

WHITEVILLE, Dec. 28.—After Mr.
Will Collins of Kentucky had explained
the methods used in Kentucky for or-
ganizing the co-operative association.
growers in Columbus county decided
that it was better to be on the inside
looking out than to be in the outside
looking in, so they .signed the con-
tract for the marketing of their to-
bacco in 1922 to the tune of 671,000
pounds. About 700 farmers attended
the meeting and crowded in the court
room overflowing into the halls until
the S.-R. O. sign was put out. Never
has such a gathering of representa-~
tive farmers been seen in Whiteville
at such a meeting.

Today's sign up makes a total of
671,000 pounds of tobacco and 5,965
bales of cotton signed in Columbus
county . for - co-operative mark®ting.
They issue a challenge to any county
in North Carolina to equal-this record.
Ofticers for the permanent county as-
sociation were elected consisting of
Messrs A. R. Waller, president; R. H,
Burns, vice-president; C. D. Harrebon,
gsecretary and T. F. Colller as- treas-

urer.

LYERS KILLED
Two ¥ WHEN AIRPLANE FALLS

DIA, Fla.,, Dec. 28 —Lisuten-
anﬁsng:muel H. Davis and William C.
Sinclair were instantly killed and their
bodies burned when the airplane in
which they were flying cra._shed five
miles from here today. The officers

were stationed at Carlstrom fleld at
is place. ‘

1“:l.'(.!.iiel:xl:. Davis’ home address was Au-
gusta, Arkansas, and tha.t_ of Lieut.
Sinclair was Atlanta, Georgia. i

The machine is sald to have gone
into a tail spin a few feet from the
ground when the officers were desacend-
ing from.a practice flight, Farmeys
who saw the accident sald the ma-
echine. burst into flames and then fell
to the ground, Beta bedies were badly

{burned.

- v

Atevrs of Tmpor=1

‘tion has not yet received credit for its

ACTS OF REPUBLICANS
UP TO BRIGHT LIGHT

Contrasts G. 0. P. Progress
With Achievements of
Democrats

NOW IS TIME TO TALK
PLAINLY, HE ASSERTS

NASHVILLE, Dec. 28.—Declaring
that *“the time has come when pa-
triotic citizens and Democrats should
indulge in plain talking,” Judge Cor-
dell Hull, chairman of the Democratic
national committee, in his first pub-
lic address since election to that po-
sition, tonight reviewed the Republi-
can administration of national affairs
since March, 1921, and contrasted this
with the “unparalled achievement” of
the Democrats in the previous eight
yYears,

The address was delivered at a din-
ner given by the state Democratic
executive committee in honor of Chair-
man Hull and attended by party lead-
ers from every part of the state. It
was accepted generally as the opening
of the congressional pre-election cam-
paign by the new chairman who went
into the public gquestion winlch he said
faced the government and ex-
plained the attitude which his party
would take on them.

Further rellef for farmers, adequate
aid for veterans, reduction of taxes
to compensate for the “panic condition”
now obtaning, and a remedy for the
situation_ resulting from the flood of
tax exempted securities were among
the issues outlined by the new chair-
man for the Democratic party.

“Democrats are the loyal and con-
sistent friends of the ex-service man,”
he declared. Turning to the farmer's
condition, he added that *“ever sol¥cit-
ous of his welfare x x =x tie Dem-
ocratic party when in power did more
to advance the interest of the far-
mer than had been done in all the
previous history of the naiion and had
planned to do mfuch more, if it had re-
mained in power.”

Would Relieve Taxpayers

“The burden of our public debt
should be adjusted so as not to be op-
pressive to the American tax payer
laboring under panic conditions. The
states, rather than the federal govern-
ment, should.be urged to «deal by uni-
form policy with the growing evil of
local tax exempt securities” 1

now

The resulis af tha _mHQM%_;m~ wcMARprise about
Judge Hull asserted, were- secired B¥] gy per cent of Mhe value 0f ail farm

“c¥iminal malignity and reckiess false-
hood” on the part of the Republican
leaders.

“It was not so much the Democratic
party; it was the American people
who suffered the «colossal and incal-
cuable lpsses that resulted from Dem-
ocratic defeat,” he declared.

“It is beyond the power of whole-
sale abuse, falsehood and detraction
long to dim the glory of the eight
vear's unparalled achlievement of the
national Democracy. The work of con-
structive, patriotic statesmanship ac-
complished by that party will stand out
in clearer perspective during the com-
ing years. The Democratic party
emerged from that almost superhuman
ordeal with flag untarnished, with
doctrines sound and pure, with a record
of undying fame, and with cheerful
hope for the future.

“Fundamental principles cannot be
assassinated and a great historie rec-
ord cannot long be falsified.”

“If wholesale breach of solemn and

unqualified promises to the people con-
stituted a statutory crime,” Judge
Hull said, “every reactionary Repub-

lican .leader, state and national would,
under a plea of guilty, be in the cus-
tody of the law tonight.

Biames Politics

“The disappointed farmer now reads
the account of his industria' ruin by
the light of his burning corn. Millions
of laborers are frequenting the soap-
houses, bread lines and the auction
block as in the days of chattel slavery.
Business has discovered that it was
crucified on the cross of polities.”

Under Republican leadership, the
chairman said, American foreign com-
merce “‘has slumped six billion dollars
in the last twelve months” and an “al-
most vertical s'lump in prices in Amer-
ica of from thirty to fifty per cent and,
in purchasing power of farm products,
of sixty-six per cent, gquickly fol-
lowed.” For two years prior to March,
1921, he said, the only remedy offered
by Republican leaders for post war
conditions was ‘“‘an antiquated high
tariff and the archaic doctrine of com-
mercial isolation.”

Development of a ‘“sound public
opinien that will give intelligent and
active support to legislatures and con-
gresses, in enactment of wise, remedial
legislation” was declared by the
speaker to be “the first need of the
country” at this time. _

“The country is in sad and urgent
need,” he said, “of more education and
more co-operation on the part of in-
dividuals and business with resnect to
our public affairs. An intelligent un-
derstanding and whole-hearted co-
operation on their part would soon im-
prove government_  one hundled per
cent.”

The Democratic party is the only po-
litical organization, Judge Hull con-
tended, which offers ‘‘a comprehensive
up-to-date national program of poli-
cies and principles.” The party, he
said, still holds to its belief in a tariff
for a revenue only, for economy in
governmental e€xpenditures, for ‘“‘equal
rights to all and special privileges to

none.” )
The recent Democratic administra-

many great achlevements,” he- said.
“With whatever its defamers may say
in the future, even the school children
will seon learn that in 1912 our na-
tional wealth was $187,000,000,000 and
in 1920, when the Republican adminis-
tration was chosen, was -$380,000,000;

in 1912 our foreign trade was $3,850,-|

000,000 and in 1920 it was $12,500,000,-
000. A vear after the war the wvalue
of manufactured goods exported in one
month equalled the amount exported
in an entire year under Taft's adminis-Y

tration,”

{alizing the market and leaving Cuba |

ATTACK ON NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS
BY NEWSPRINT MANUFACTURER BEFORE
SENATE BODY IS RETURNED BY EDITOR

Value of Férm"'Crops
Is Estimated at Far
Below Figure for 1920

WASHINGTON, Deo. 28.—The coun-
try's important- farm crops were val-
ued this year . at $5675,877,000 based
on prices paid to farmers on December
1, the department @f agriculture an-
nounged- today in 'Es._‘;.ﬁ;{:'al egtimates.

crops, were valued last year at $9,075,-
388,000. :

The area devoted to important crops
this yvear was 348,336,000 acres, com-
pared with 349,067,000 acres last year
Final estimates of production and val-
ue announced included:

Corn: Production 3,081,251,000 bush-
els, value $1,305,624,000.

Winter wheat: 587,032,000 and ©558,-
725,000,

Spring wheat:
343,000.

All wheat:

207,861,000 and 178,-

794,893,000 and 737,068,000
Oats: 1,060,737,000 and $321,640,000.
Barley: 151,181,000 and $63,788,000.
Rye: 57,918,000 and $40,680,000.
Buckwheat: 14,079,000 and $§1

On%lax seed 8,112,000 and $11,732,000,

Rice: 39,653,000 and $38,180,000.

Potatoes: 346,828,000 and $385,192,000.

1,438, |‘

Sweet potatoes: 98,660,000 and $86,
91?&32?{ (tame) $1,567,000 anad $989,693,-
Oogi-ay: (wild) 15,235,000 and $101,083,-
Oo%obaccoz 1,117,682,000 and 5207.570,:
000,

Cotton: 8,340,000 and 5674.877.000._
Cotton seed: 3,704,000 and SIOT,BiR,-
000,
Beet sugar: 2,024,764,000.
Cane sugar: 534,000,000
Peanuts: 816,465,000 and $32,288,000
Beans: 9,118,000 ahnd $24,298,000.
Apples: 96,881,000 and $1§3.215.000.
Pehches: 32,733,000 &nd $a2.176._000.
Oranges: 30, 700,000 and $63,850,000

SUGAR PRICES SLUMP
2 TO NEW LOW LEVELS

Raw Product Drops Lowest In
Fifteen Years

NEW TYORK, Dec. 28.—Raw sugar
slunged to the lowest level in
';gdﬂ;?;alrs agnd within a quarter of a
cent of the lowest ever renorted. The
price for Cubas, cost and freight, was
- ents a pound.
: %;ﬂged sugar shared the break in
raws and was guoted at 4.90 cents a
pound for fine granulated. This was
the first time in many Years that it
sold for less than five cents. 5 gt
While mnearly all farm products
since the war have recovered from
thelr low levels, new low prices have
been recorded almost daily in the su-
gar market.
During the war, with sugar under
control, there was little variation, but
when in 1920 this control was with-
drawn, raws sold for more than 23
cents in May and June and granulated
passed the 25 cent mark. These prices
naturally attracted sugar from all
parts of the world, eventually demor-

with huge unsold supplies,

Efforts were made to market this
sugar in-an orderly manner through
the Cuban sugar finance c_ommission.
but with little success because - -of big
offerings at lower prices from other
sources. Therefore the' commission is
to be dissolved and after January 1
Cuba becomes a free and open market,
with private competition which the
trade believes may bring still lower
quotations.

SEVER HORSE'S LEG

{Special to The Star.)
GOLDSBORO, Deec. 28.—Bent ‘on
malice or revenge, parties late Ilast
night entered the stable at the Far-
mers’ Warehousé on Mulberry street

and with an axe cut off- one-leg of ¥ |ter~the war when, he sald,-both con-

valuable horse.. The horse had bled to
death when found' this moraing.

s

.

- ¥
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Foutenss of the Watefbury (Connedtis

Present Arguments for and
Against Placing of Tariff
~on Print Paper

WASHINGTON, Dec. 28.—Senate
tariff hearings were enlivened today
by an attack on American newspaper
publishers by Col. William E. Haskell,
of New-. York city, vice-president of
the International Paper company, and
a counter attack on the newsprint pa-
per manufacturers by Willlam J. Pape,

cut) Republican, speaking for a numé
ber of small publishers, who, he said,
organized a joint buying corporation
because many of them were “unable
single handed to assist themselves in
an endeavor to obtain fair priced
newsprint."” :

Urging a  tariff protection for his,
industry against KEuropean competi-
tion Col. Haskell told the committee
that ".cqngr:ess had gradually vyielded
to the clamors of the paid agents of
the publishers” until finally all tariff
on" newsprint had been removed and
‘““the industry abandoned to Jdrift in
the ebb and flow of the international
competitive tide. -

Asserting that newsprint was the
only. product of the paper making in-
dustry “which has been deprived of
all protection and bedeviled by in-

spired federal regulation and interfer-
ence,” the witness said the reason for
“the insidious treatment this branch of
the industry has suffered is obvious.”
He-added-that “the fact that the press
can control legislation and invoke un-
warranted regulations, restrictions and
interference fbr its own selfish inter-
ests, constitutes a grave charge of un-
due influence and special privilege.”
The wharge that any “undue infiu-
ence” had' been used by the publishers
in arguing for the placing of news-
print paper on the free list was denied

by Emory Thomason of Chicago,
speaking for the American Newspaper
Publishers’ association. ¥e declared

the publishes had based their argu-
ment on the economic ground of the
inability of American newsprint man-
ufacturers to supply domestic consump-
tion. This inability was stated by Col.
Haskell.

':\Ir, Pape told the committee that the
question before congremz in determin
ing as to the retention of newsprint
paper on the free list was whether the’
publishers should again have Imposed
on them such & condition as was found
by a senate committee, which reported
lagt wyear that certain manufacturers
had taken advantage of a newsprint
ghortage “to exploit the purchasers”
and "hold thém un for excessive, un-
reasonable and wholly unfair prices.”

Publishers, who, as a class, largely
dominate public opinion affecting busi-
ness policies through direct appeal to
readers, Mr. Pape added, ‘“have been
potently weak when fighting for a fair
price for newsprint.” He declared that
on no less than three oceasions in the
past. ten years prices had “soared to
undreamed of heights” and that noth-
ing, Including federal trade .commis-
slon congressional! and court action
had “staved the demands imnosed by
certain of those who control the sup-
ply of newsprint.” »

Cologel Haskell., in presenting the
case for the manufacturers, suggested
no definite rate of duty for newsprint,
saving he would leave thdt to the com-
mittge. . He contended that the indus-
try was in.bad shape.as a result of
‘competition from Germany, Sweden,]
Norway and Finland, asserting that
paper made in those countries could
be sold here for from $10 to $20 below
the actual cost of production-here,

On ther other hand, Mr. Pape argued
that the prices of the foreign-made
paper sought about the level in this
country that it was the price here that
attracted manufacturetssin the foreign
countries and that imorts from Europe
had proved the salvation of the small
inland publishers during the days af-

traet-and spot prices for paper rose to

|lay their responsibilities tp

S CALL AT HOME
OF PRESIDENT WILSON TO
PAY RESPECT ON BIRTHDAY

(Special to The Siar)

WASHINGTON, Dee. 28 —Wood-
row Wilson had another good day
today. Thousands of people paid
tribute to him on his 65th birthday.
Streams of men and women called
at the 8. street home and left cards '
without hope or thought of seeing |!
their hero. They went up to do |!
their bit. - ]
Many signs here indicate that the |

1

1

stricken war president is coming
back in the minds of honest, fair
Americans. The drift is toward

him and those who helped to create
sentiment against him fer politlcal
purposes realize it, and see great
danger to their groups and parties.
There is no apprehension that Mr.
Wilson® will ever loom large as a
presidential possibility or anything
akin to that, but a storm of publie
sentiment may sweep the republi-
cans out of office if business does
not improve and the foreign situa-
tion clears up.

Premier Lloyd George
Says England Has Gone
Far Enough With Insh

LONDON, Dec. 28.—(By the Asso-
ciated Press.)—The government has
gone to the utmost limit.in the Irish
treaty and therefore it is imposslble to
reopen the discussions, Premier Lloyd
ieorge declared in a statement issu_ed

here today.
Following

ment:
“No British statesman could go fur-

ther than we 'have gone; no British
statesman could consider any proposal

is the text of his state-

involving Ireland being out of the
empire.
“The treaty places Ireland on ar

equality with the other states of the
empire and gives Ireland the same
elaim to membership in the league o
nationg and every right that Canade.
has in law, fact and constitutional
practice; and not merely rejection, but
alteration even, of the treaty woul
render it null and wvoid, This would
indeed be deplorable in the jnterests o
both countiries.

‘“The British government have gone
to their utmost limit in the treaty
and to reopen the discussion, whiek
bwas clogell oniy HItér ‘the “most ex-;
haustive .consideration of every point
wou'd be a frulitless proceeding and ir
impossible.

“A ecommittee consisting of British
ministers pnresided over by the colonial
secretary has been sef up to deal with
the evacuation of the British forces
the settling of amnesty and the mak-
ing of all necessary arrangements on
the British slde and  transferring full
executive responsihility to an Irish
Provisional government. . The work
of this committee, which had been ir
continuous session up to Christmas
and had proposed to sit through the
Christmas holidays, is now unavoid-
ably held up pending approval of the
treaty; but on approval it would be
carried through with the utmost dis-
patch.

“It is the intention of the Britislr
government to hand over without de-
a provis-
ional government which will functior
during the period of transition requir-
ed for setting up the Irish Free States
administration.”

'

MISSING MARSHALL’S BODY
IS FOUND IN 'GLADES

MIAMI, Fla., Dec. 28.—The body of
Adam W, Oberlin, deputy United States
marshal for southeastern Florida, who
disappeared on December 15, was found
in the Everglades 18 miles from here
this afternoon by searchers led by two
Seminole Indians. A revolver heside
the corpse told the story of his death.

Oberlin, in his efforts to cover all
trace of his movements, had made his
way through swamp and dense under-
brush to a thickly covered little jsland
three miles from the spot where his
automobile was found several days af-
ter he left home. The Indians, who
helped in the first search for him, and
who made their home heside a canal
in that section of the Everglades, yves-
terday iIn their wanderings chanced
upon tracks through the bushes. They
made known their finding to Argyle
Henry, a hunter and tracker, who in-
formed the sheriff’s office. Today wlith
a deputy sheriff they set out to follow
the trail, which finally brought them
to the corpse.

Members of the family tonlght re-
jiterated their belief that worry over
finanecial matters caused Oberlin to

take his life.

WILSON PLANTERS TOLD _
OF MARKETING SYSTEM

(Special to The Star.)

WILSON, Dec. 28.—To a mixed as-
sembly of between about 400 planters,
tobacco warehousemen and buyers, Dr,
Kilgore, head of farm demonstration
work in North Carolina, and Larry L
Moore, of New Bern and Dr. Crooker
of Stantonsbiae Spoke in the inter-
est of the «,-.oerative plan of mar-
keting, telling the planters that the
plan was not a new one that it has
been tried out and is working suc-
cessfully to their interests elsewhere
as will soon be worked in North Caro-
lina, South Carolina and Virginia, that
in the three states 90 per cent of the
farmers had signed up apd that in
Kentucky all but six of the warehouse
men would turn*over their property to
be used as receiving stations for the
association. Details were gone into as
to the manper of conducting the ware-
houses and how the crop will be fi-
nanced,

KITCHIN IMPROVING
WASHINGTON, Dec. 28.—Represen-
tative Stedman received a letter from
Representative Kifchin today saying
thdat he was greatly improved and is
on the way to complete recovery. There
is a feeling here that Mr, Kitchin ma
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% SOVERNOR BICKETT
BEAD; STATE MOURNS
OF GREAT LEADER

_-ig
-~

'WAR GOVERNOR' DIES

IN MANNER HE HOPED
FOR; FUNERAL TODAY

Had Confided to Friends He
Wanted Short Illness and
Peaceful Death

REMAINS UNCONSCIOUS'
AFTER SEVERE STROKE

Body Will Lie in State Two
Hours Today in Draped
Capitol )

BY BROCK BARKLEY.
RALEIGH, Dec, 28 —Death claimed

Thomas Walter Bickett at 9:15 o'clock
this morning.

Official North Carolina and all the
peopla. of the state are mourning the
loss of the war governor, statesman,
peacemaker, progressive leader and
Christian citizen as the draped capltol,
the drawn shades in the public build-
ings and the flod of telegrams which
have poured into Raleigh today attest,

He did not regain consciousness af-
ter suffering a stroke of paralysis
shortly before 9 o'clock last night He
had frequently confided to friends that
he would like to go that way; a short
I1lness and a veaceful passing. He was
in his law office yesterday. worked in
his gzarden in the afternoen and pre-

pared supper for himself and Mrs.
*Bickett last evening.
His body has been at the home in

Hayes Barton today. It will be taken
to the capitol in the morning to lie in
state from 9 until 11 o'clock. The fun-
eral will be held in Christ Episcopalian
church at 11:30 and the body will be_
taken to Louisburg in Franklin county
for burial.

His pastor, Rev. Milton A. Barr, will

officiate and Bishop Joseph Blount,
(Cheshire probably will assist. Mr.
Bickett had been a member of Christ

-church during his residence in Raleigh.
The trip to Louisburg will he made in
motor cars. That town was his home
from 1895 until he came to Raleigh in
1916 to become Governor, and it is the
home nlace of Mrs. Bickef(t.
State Offieexs Closed.

day When the former governor died.
They were immediately closed and will
remain closedq through tomorrow. The
North Carolina flag on the crapitol
was draped. The shades in the offices
were drawn and the governor's private
office, which Mr. Bickett lJleft two
weeks less than a year ago, was not
entered during the day,

Associated Press bulleting and spec-
fal dispatches announced this death and
from every general section of the state
early came telegrams from citizgens in
all walks of life, mouring the loss of
the man and offering their sympathies
to his widow. Governor Morrison, who
is in New York on pressing business of
state, was notified immediately by his
secretary. It was not known here if
he could return for the funeral owing
to the importance of the buriness he is
transacting. State officers in the clty,
called at the residence, joining hun-
dreds who gathered there during the
day.

Several relatives of the former gov-
ernor, notified of his illness last night
were with him when he died. Mrs.
Bickett, herself ill, watched at his bed-
side throughout the night. William
Bickett, the only son, reached Raleigh
this morning from Winston-Salem. He
had returned to his work .yesterday af-
ter spending the Christmas.- holidays
with his parents.

Hnd Humble Start.

Governor Bickett was another of the
state’'s great men who worked their
way to the top from an humble begin-

ning. He was born in Monroe,
county, February 28, 1869, the son of
T. W. and Mary Covington Bickett

His father was a physician, He died
when young Bickett wasg 13, paralysis
having also caused his death,

He attended the = Union county
schools and then wdrked hig way
through Wake Forest college, 1In col-

lege he distinguighed himself by his
‘gift for oratory, a glft for which he
was widely noted in the later yvears of
his life. In fact, Mr. Bickett wasg con-
sidered by many as the best speaker
of recent years in North Carolina

He studied ®»w at the Universgity of
North Carolina, but for two years af-
ter leaving college he taught school in
Winston-Salem. Taking up the law, he
went to Stokes county and there open-
ed his first office. When Judge Tim-
berlake, then of Louisburg, went on
the bench in 18%5, Mr. Bickett moved
to that town and took over his prac-
tice. There he resided until 1918 when
he came to Raleigh to enter the gov-
ernor's office.

Governor Bickett first gained state-
wide prominence as a speéaker and a
public man at the famous Democratic
convention in Charlotte in 1907 when
he nominated for governor Col. Ashley
Horn. His eloquence and his sincerity
attracted wide attention and at that
early date predictions were made that
some day he himself would be gov-
ernor. ' /

He was elected 1o the Ilegislature
from Franklin county in 1907 and a
year later he was elected attorney
general. After two terms in that efifice
he offerea for the governorship, and in
the 1916 primary defeated "Jeut. Gov-
ernor Daughtridge by 26,000: votes,
winning in the regular elect ‘n over
his republican opponent by a: ©.40,-
000 majority. e

Won Fame During War _

As the state’s war governor, Mr.
Bickett won for himself a national
reputation as a patriotic citizen and
war worker and as a public speaker.
He was constantly en the go during
the world war and he was ever re-
mindful of patriotic affairs, taking a
leading part in liberty loan drives and
war relief eampalgns.

His administration as
achieved Much In a progressive way.

be all right agai 1 '
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