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vress and the prospe

partment of t:'ommarq?‘,g! 1
etatement tonight, in -
viewed the past &ﬂld,'
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during the year.

“T'nemploymernt is less in world to-
tals that at any time since the armis-

tice.

“International commerce is increas-

in

followed the war.”

Economic wounds of Asia,- Africa,
Latin America and Australia, coming
from the war, Mr. Hoover said, were
more the sympathetic reaction from,
slump in the combatant states than

from direct injury and.they

recovering quickly. Their commerce,
his reports showed, has reached leyels
ahout pre-war days and. their produc-
tion has grown apace, The enforced
{solatlon, he believed strengthened the
ceonnr it fibre of La Amerlca an

Asin by increasing the ‘variety of their
production. This, Mr. Hoover said, has
contributed vitally to"‘their -eff_ectil'VG_.‘_"

recovery.

“The tontinued mainteance of |

on & greater than pre-war be

uld allied states,” Mr. Hoover. con-
tinued, “maintains: pblitical upeértain=:
ty, lowers productivity and retards -_m;
halancing of budgets with conse
cessation of direct,. or indirect
tion. Disarmament and the construc-
tive settlement of German reparations
and the economic relatiops of states
'n southeastern Europe &are. ﬂ\
standlng problems of Europe.

adjustment to some degree

the progress of the rest of the, world.

The more general realization during
the past year of the growing -menace
of these situations and the fundamen-
rals that underlie their solution is_in
itself some step toward progress. Thelr
solution would' mark’ the end- of _the
most acutely destructive forces in the
economic life of the world whigh stil
fons the
recretary sald, England with all neus
“tral nations war making’ steady pro~
unempinyment. He reported that some
gress in production and is diminishing
of the combatant atates, WMLP

survive the war."
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, LUMBERTON, Dec. 3l.—Gaver
-Morrison and. his'. daughter
‘Angelia, arrived here. early Satur-
‘day evening from Raleigh and are
.guests at'the homerof Mr. and Mrs.
~& W, McLgan, on Chéstnut street.
" The governor spent a quiet day tak-
ing a ride in the afternoon and at-
tended serwices at the Presbyteriah
church this evening.

ing with FPremier Poincare before the
opening seasion.- - was asked:
The ma_ln fact would appear that the
conference :will proceed with greater|a success?
ca.-lrtn tiha_h ‘sinillar’.conferenges, if the
mutual expressions of good ,will be- “What " Heé re @
t\w’aen the Britigh and French'/premlera e e ollesiogi whia
count -for anything. The great ques- foreign office, who mercly smiled and
tlon is whether the British plan.for re- shrugged.
duction of the German debt and grant-
ing a moraterium will prevail, or  sador to France, met the nrime minla-
the French will have their|ter, and the party proceeded to car-
way and enter the Ruhr. The prelim- | riages amid a blaze of flashlights from
inaries of the conference would seem to
show that France will utilize all their | Crillon.
old arguments against those put for-
ward by the British, though whether
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ercial activity, for

geveral mort
above. the lg
in¥the final 3
| commitiee oxn

least, substantially
el “dor 1922, s forecast
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chamber of com-
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ouglas, the commit-

by, Archer \wg“
tee chairman, deglared general
defihite upgrade after
““normal point” in

However, is Universal-
ly Expected

Star Bureau,

ness to bhe gn

Ruhr is doubtful.
‘While the ahsence of Premier Mus-

a8 surveyed since !
solini, of Italy, from the conference is

‘World war,

fhe Dboginnin

reached an''¢xtreme holght of 15 per

PREMIERS’ CONFERENCE |
TO END REPARATIONS
PUZZLE OPENS TUESDAY

PARIS, Dec. 31.—(By The Associated

D WO I

Civil and Military Authorities
Enforce Quiet in Storm Cen-

hardly commented upon by the French
Presg).—The official opening of the|newspapers, there is running through
premlers’ conference on reparations is
set for Tuesday, with the expectation
th_at it will continue at least until Sat- | duction "of its credits, counled
urday, If not far into the toilow’lng!slmi]ar action by Great Britain.
weel.  The length o‘f time will depe_ndi When Mr. Bonar Tiaw,
entirely on the rapidity at and progress | prime minister, and the members of the
of the negotiations. So far there has | British delegation, armed
been no request from the British prime
minister, Mr. Bonar,Law, for a meet- ments, alighted from the Calais train
at 6:10 this evening, Mr. Bonar Law

their editorials the thought that the
United Stales may in some intangible
manner clear up the situation by a re-

FEAR NOISE MIGHT

follos and handbags filled with

Sunday Brought no Disclosures

“Do you think the conference will be

He laughed and exclaimed: :
BASTROP, Dec. 31.—(By The Aseq-
clated* Uress).—Civil and .military |
edicts prevented Bastrop and der
Rouéo citizens celebrating the ativerit"._'. A8
of the new year with the nolse of fira .
crackers and the .firing of pistols, as '
was the custom héere among the norths
east Louisiana folks even as else-
where. ) :
Authorities feared . noises of ' this
character might be misconstrued by thi
residents, who are under a sevaré mefrs
tal strain due to the revelations of the
tast 13 days in the Morehouse kidnap-
ing' investigations, and precipitate an
outbreak. :

in French to the representatives of the

Lord Crewe, the new Britlsh ambas-

photographers and thence to the Hotel

Lord Curzon, the British foreign sec-
: retarys arrived here froni Lausanne at
insist upon occunying the|10:30 tonight. Marguis Della Torretta
and Marquis Giusseppe Raggi, who will
represent Italy at the premiers confer-
ence, reached IParis two hours ecarlier.

"McLean will hold an informal New {
Year's reception at thelr home Mon-
_day afternoon from. three
o'clock in honor of the govérnor. .

No cards have Been |
though the citizens' of, Lumberton
and Robeson count$Tare invited to {|
call* at the McLean home during |
these hours to

312 Tucker Bldg.

t-above normal lgte in 1916, accord-
ing to the report which traces the re-
cédsslon then to the 1owest ebb about
the midale.of

of thei 1923 sesfion!
1y just three days off abolt
recast as to outstandin
slative activity =
iinty is the addition of some chap-
of 1921 now known

« At that time, the
118 per cent below
very had been accom-
spite of many-influ-
estrict business ac-

4 htq the velume
8 “program
¢ l!i_tti‘vg opin
¢ ever this “era ‘of prr
it stands ready and willlng to go
about , anything
mere surmise mr

_think it ‘will do this and ,
t but there 15 o S
mush of tHat and | ==

ONDON, SAYS DEBT

ng his friends

The governor {8 &mo
‘and the citizen-’

“In° Robeson county: _ ;
ship of the town and.county feel:
honored to. have him . spend New:
midst. = Governor
Morrison and his-daughter expect to
- return to Raleigh Monday night.

HOME RO |

n 'seems enthusi-

reu1Vene$" thhorf resistances,” '

trary to usual expe-
e & ‘handicap rather
e_to buying.

-and building ac-
leted ‘during the com- |
: n! localities where |
scanty and.
ative, “but it is avi-
coptinues, “that high|
1 material will soon

but how it fe

 TUSKEGEE, Ala, Déc. 31.—(By the
Assoclated Press).—The state of Texas
led the mation in the number of lynch- fonal
ings during 1922, with Georgla second,
and: Mississippi third, according tn sta-
tistics compiled and made public hére
:May-py the record and reasearch de-
pArtment of the Tuskegee Normal and {indg
ndustrial institute, B

There were 37 persons lynched. du'r-;n
ing' the year, 51 were negroes and six
|- were whites,
were seven less than the number of
64 for the year 1921. Thirty of th
persons lynched ‘wersg

is_only an-apparently
Hen - the nécessity

-"ﬁkﬂt’-in the greater

gtlotially the report

ted “hs
géd" strilces
rE is'not in such good
i Meine, where the
otatoes suffers from
tlon of a disappoint-
ing crop and eyeecdingly low prices.
; yighout the cotton belt,
msiness depends upon
§ ‘cotton crop ih each
ty as' the prices ara
which- means prosper-
3 ho own cotton.
cotton I8’ pragtically all ginned and
bed' out of the hands of
{ Long-stand-

scessful consumma
gram of state development
launched Is certain to pass. -
tive leaders and ‘prophéts are
bet on that. “And ‘there wil'bs
additions to the program,
velopment of fish and oyster pes
ties of the sounds and streams and the
‘state-dwned ship lines and other pro-
posals, some of which are"in the demo
eratic party platform,
certain to go-through.

When- it comes to forecas

¢ The ;
on to.-a success shape, especisl
ralsing of Iri

the double co

than at any time §inge the great war

4 | close
8; Georgla, 11; Mississippi, 87 | mitte
Florida; 5 Arkansgs, 5; Louisiana, 8;
~Tennessee, 2; Okiahoma,
1; Houth-Carolina, 1. . .

Nineteén, or one-third of those put rency.
the ‘report continued, were
charged with -assault or attempted &s-
:gault; six of the victims were burned
to death; four were put to death and

T, i a d l‘#iﬂ!’ e it "
e g o i e b | NBW YORK, Deo™31.—(By the As-
¢ g8, }~~Col. George Harvey,
! Ligl Ambassador to Great Bri-
- i tatnf who c&Elled himself a messenger
boy, returned home today on the storm
tossed liner Berengaria, to report to
information he was

&1 Amefican - the nature ofi
particular Joc
unusually hig

ashington on ity to those’

asked to get from London.

“I wiil not and capnot grant an in-
terview,” he sald, as he met newspa-
a% to what the iegiglature will do with . per men in the cabinet of the ship,.
the proposal to unmask the Ku K!ux:“but I will talk a bit informuily with
Klan, aholish capital punishment or you,”
make gn appropriation for serving Irge | ;
cofféee to tourists passing through the!ally that he said there was no question
ng-legisla- | of England paying her debts
no way of' United States, and added that he had
The fate of the klan may de- | come home to bhring  information en
pend on the humor of the golons when ; that subject to President Harding: -
the. lssue comes up or on the number

“The world is now pretty generally
purchasing its commeodities by the nor-
mal exchange -of services and goods, a
fact whicn in Itself !mark:h a-nt,

mous step in recovery from the s ra
movements of credit apnd gold 'which

that now seem

hag largely pas
the farmers an
ing obligdtiong: are being settled by
the latter to a #ery great extent and
there-is morethuying -in the south gen-
erally than for tWo years past. Buy-
ine is still Of“B’ conservative mgture,
‘Broddly speaking the éntire
‘south offers.the promise of very good
business durtng’the winter and Spring.
CoMiddle . West—All
other than #g

ts, however,

‘s while he was talking inform-

The offenses charged against the ne-
Murder, 9; murderous as-
sault, 4; assault, 14; attempted a.ssaz_:lt.
5: killing officer of the law, 3; killing
man in altercation, 1; striking man
robbing and

state~—which one enterprisi
proposed—there is

“I am merely coming homé to report
m who beleng to the hooded or-|to my editor-in-chief and my¥ manag-
der.. The abolition of -capital punish-|ing editor,” he said, “and am really
ment has been up many times bef
nd . it usually has died
.truggle. /, The legislator’s proposal for government
| the free service of coffee may seem too | its debt to
| far ahedd of thejtimes in the way of
legislative generosity to gain the favor

of the solons.

culture -are well em-
48 "time. there” prevalls
33N the important-farm
seorn and wheat, ma-
. on . hogs and 'sheep
priegs on cattle. The
#76 vary present thelp

ore nothing but a messenger boy.
.a | say this, 'h@svever, the present Wnglish
lans to settle, and to pay
erica. “But it'is a deli-
it will require very careful
handling. ' ! .
4 the men on the American
mission and those named on the Brit-
ish misstom, - which- is now ei. route
+here will repert a decision if any one
They face. the biggest financial
transaction the world has ever known
but they face it. as the best men that
could possibly handle it.

“Stanley Baldwin, chancellor of the
exchequer, who heads the mission, is a
remarkable man. He is extremely able.
In ‘fact, he is one of the ablest men
in British public life. Mongag Norman, |
governor of the Bank of England, whila} ",

terially fair
and generdll

- part of ‘the country
wn north and gouth
nter/ df ‘the stite of Han-
sas to. the Rocky ‘miountains there are
not so many good &pots, rather more
poor ‘ones, dlthiough fair- conditions are
in the ascendant, Muech®of the trouble
‘comes fronu-ihe-"diltﬁnce of this part
of the countiyifrom the primary mar-
kets (where: the greatér: part of the
agricultural products are sold. Freight
rates are a, very seérlous handieap..
 *Pacifig Goast-—Californla- is in fine
~to.the Influx of visitors
énits, the fairly good

these three is easy west of alineg
d to the possible frame of
e lawsmaking body concern-
rs of other proposals,
ting marketing and
ketirig, a workmen's
prison reform, more

A8 /00-DPETa
co-operative mar
compengation act;
gwe, now laws,
t  operations, new automo-
more judlcial dis-
the primary, Te-]
many and varied
tal recommendations, meas-

bile ‘and traffic laws,
tricts, the repeal of

TEXAS, WITH 18,  COMMERCIAL BANK
 LEADS LYNCHING | REOPENING LOOMS
 COLUMN FOR 1522 HIGHLY PROBABLE

Total of 57 Persons Killed by
Mob Violence, Tuskegee
“Btatistics Show '

sald the report, which e thete tomorrow:

taken from/

in a few days.

him.

., president Continental

repel ‘the would-be|statement concerning

ko here.

At Mer Rouge, in particular, the mili-
tary feared any unusuBl events would
bring into play the flrearms stacked in
the stores and residences of that strife-
torn community, d : .

Today brought no disclosures that
could WL the verl of mysteriousness in -
which events of tne coming week are
shrouded. . i :

Why T. J. Burnett, one time deputy
! gheriff, has been. singled out among
the many who are marked for arresf,
and lodged in the parvish jall nine day.;
ago, was a subject of 8peculation, heruv
tonight. Some 8&¥ threata had be:e;-l"' i
made against his life and the statsl
thought it best to put him under the -
care pf.the .state troops,” while dthess:
advanced the eninlon he was consid-
ered the ring leader of the masked.and,
robed mob of August 24, 'when fivé me
werce kldnaped and two murdered, and.w i
no opportunity was to be given him to '
make his escape.” 155 e

Folger to Open Doors For Col-
lections Tuesday Unless Oth-
er Arrangements Made

Re-opening of the Commercial Nat-
bank, closed Saturday morning
by W. R. Folger, national bank exam-
iner, is probable it was learned last
night from authentic sources.

Unless these arrangements are made,
the bank will be re-opened tomorrow
or , however, by Examiner Filger,
for tion purposes only, and all

are shadowing all persons whom t
state intends to charze with the ¢rim
and they are virtually .under arrest, '
colie even if not occupying the smal Bag- °
otes and othér obligations due the| trop jail. i
E&?}mq’n}!&l National bank will be pay-
. in, former. M Ro mMAayor, was
camlagr Folcer will bo la charge | conat or._Rougze. MAKYLy Wy
‘¢4 bank, znd the regulaf’ elerical
will be on duty, with thg excep-
sod%; B

: g i
L o} o mo deposits peceived.” ™
e'10 statds in which lynchings $a- glger ‘declined. to “Furnlsh any

cirred and the number in'each statep A Thomas, ichards, members

Moréhouse families. 1t is known ihe
attorney .general has in his possesaion
a-list of those to be/charged.. Two con-
fessions involving 25 persons were alsg
said to be in his possession. « . .
There ;are many, department of jus
tice men in . this . territory. Just hoy
many has, not been. disclosed, but thefe
number has been placed bd:r xsaaa:ﬁa
servers as between 50 an . 8.
detailing of these men wds bM
have heen the result of the _vllit.gf- ;
Governor Parker to Washington in No- .
ember, when he souzht&% in
Thand¥ng the case.

fon -as to why thé bank was
[, wtating that he was not per-
‘6ficially to give out any data
rtarg:f.lri;l.l1 ¥ the affair of the bank. He
saia all~such information would have
to come for mthe conzptroner of cur-

It is understood the board of direc-
tors, together with the officers of the
bank, met yesterday, and follo
the meeting Examiner Folger was
burned. The charges| quested to furnish officials with a list
those burned to dedth were of his criticisms, In order that the bank
‘murder, 2; assault, 4. might meet same,

The offens®§ charged against the
whites were:

2; fighting, 1.

While nothing definite
|learned; yet it is believed by many per-
charges not | sons, that the examiner and officers
of the bhank wiil get together, possibly
"today, on a mutually satisfactor$y basls
land that the.institution will open again

came under federal jurisdiction, in that
he charged citizeng of Misgissippi and
Arkansas were members of the August
moeb.and also that mgil and telegrams
‘have been tampered. with in Moreheuse,
-Mail addressed to the zovernor origi-
nating in the Mer Rouge territory‘hagd :
been opened beforé reaching its desti~ '
nation. = . .
Tt has been, unofficlally . statéd ‘th
state was. satisfied with the co-opérs
tion it had received from Washing
Morehouse -and -Louisiana must
the expense of the investigations
troops and the trials.. The hurden fall-.
Ang on the parish will only be the cour
costs for.the open . hearing i and _}.’t
trials, [iThe expenst of ‘the kidnape
men ahd officers who are encamped
Bastrop and Mer Rouge mugt be borne
Ly the state. . It Is sﬁ%ﬂi the military,
fund -now avallible will net be ,aﬁ;
cient tn defray the cost and the staf
must borrow monew to return after the

It was learned from authoritative
in|source yesterday that all books in the
striking a|bank are in absolute balance, and that
woman, 1; cattle stealing, 1; using in- | cleriecal. *work, together¢ with routine

sulting language, 1: for being a strike-
breaker, 1; mistaken .identity, 2; inde-
cent exposure of person and frigh}en-
ing women and children, 1; intimida-
tion of officer of thre law, 1.

The report'further stated that there;
were 58 instances in which officers of
the law prevented lynghings.
of these instances were in northern
states and 44 were in southern states.
In 54 of the cases, the prisoners were
removed or tie guards were augmented
or other precautions -taken. In the
instances, armed forces

duties, are in excellent shape.

Although Lieut. Gov. W, B. Cooper,
a director, was ‘in the city yesterday |
vigiting his family, preparatory toego-
ing to Raleigh today, it is said that he
did not hold any conference concern-
ing the bank, He said that tife
Fourteen |ing of the bank came a;l; a shock to

Wade H. Cooper, of Washington, D.
pany, was also in Wilmington yester-

day and will remain over today,
he declined last night to

In 10 instances, the report added, - =
convictions carrying penitentiary sen- o R‘OYglalGI;IARFI)‘a Mg'ﬂ_:\i}
tences were .securéd agalnst alleged ROME, Dec. ~—The decision ar-

: rived at last week to abolish the Royal
: guard, today was the cause of a mu-

of “retiring 'disposition,
ability and power."”
That was all Colonel Ha
say hbout affairs of state.
He declared he was a good sallor and
enjoyed the trip although the Beren=
waria ‘encountered heavy weather al-
most all the way.

t many assoclations and fed- is a man. of|®
ek to have .passed, the

tate educational huild-
a state chamber
d4 countless other prop-
ns and -suggestions |
d its general welfare.

) ary to carry on the

: fairly - good prices |
je. amount of building go-
Pacific slope séctions of

MONITOR SURVIVOR DEAD
MERIDIAN, Conn.,
' 78, believed to be the last sur-
vivor of the crew of the Monitor which
defeated, the Confederate ship, Merri- >
mae,, on March 6, 1862, died at his | martialed.
home here early today.

eratiofks will sé
ropogai for a 8
ing, the propos
of commerce an

rvey v'rould.

. portions becauge of
BT, -in dairy interests

I'the state an He had .made 44

he sald. but this was the

and disarmed. An

have been repgtt_ed.

Jegislature meets; in 1924, Goyernor
Parker is knowuf;to have drawn heav-
ily on his private.funds to pay fot"gi
liminary investigations, B

The governor, who has - personal
directed the investigations, is-a man of
wealth, some ‘considering him & mil-
lionaire, He has extensiye interests. iy
cotton and sugar, but upon assuming
the office of governor he anrnounced he
had retired froh active businesd, His'
affairs are heing conducted by - his

tiny among the guards at Turin. The

Dec. 31.—Charles disturbers were quickly

investigation
showed that the mutiny was due to
provocative agents who will be court-
No disturbances elsewhere

#ite development now under-
dde the additional £15,000,-
for roads, additional is-
urther extension of the
nal and charitdble In-
ns, an extra ‘tax on
d maintenan

worst of his experience.

way will incl . “New what else can I tell about,”

10 bond issue
es for the if
state’s. educatlo turned that off by saying he had made
seven speéches 'in eight davs “and all
I got it was influénza in Manchester.”
heé added with a smile.

‘The colonel with a small Christmas
tree in his suite and the remains.of a
-(Continued on Page Two.) ’

C -ﬂperatzon 8
hibzttmz Sta tutes

-of ‘the ‘eoiintry f

ce, the further ex-
gchools,” legislation
ufthérance; of the
paign through
high, sachdols and

‘ORLANDO, - Fia., Dec. 31.—Georges
Clemencesan, France, fell so in love
with Florida grapefruit while In this
r ( .that he-arranged for|
o Paris until the |
sofi, according %o an
- . local eitrus fruit
New York office. The

edugational

proveme
e ery two weeks.
s, nificant-speech before the Ham-
burg bourse today. .

The chancellor's revelation was
the first official admission that
cently undertaken sérious steps to : P
the German' government had re- _ject our proposal.
placate Frénch war apprehensions
and incidentally dispose of the re-
" eurrent French accusations .that
Germany was arming for a new

: or ‘the enrichment of
‘allen countries through the 'steadily
& menace of the bootlegging in-

{the: 'aguni.i-_y to ‘throw
‘behind
ina. siguest ugh the

France -Rejécts German Proposal
For Non-War Pact Between Them

HAMBURG, Dec. 31.—(By the lated that a world power which
Associdted Press.)—The Franco- was not interested in
German non-war pact, proposed by should be guardian or trustee of
Germany, to France{.tlhrc:.‘lfel:- 1‘;22 this l?lﬁdlg- Such an obligation,
f ’br:s?n‘::&;g}:ctoefd ab;eu';?em%er f’oi_n- Chancellor Cuno stated.
e. ‘' Thig statement was made commit each nation which was a
by ‘the 'German chancellor, Wil- Satiy to Alaract b6 & pesce philey
helin Cuno,~in the course of a sig- aad - wotld, afford ABE Mokt secure

guarantee conceivable.

: e effect on the nationa] and interna-
e German new Yyear's non-war tional situation. He gave. the bar-,
“proposed  to France ,est: outlines of the mew .German

medium of
r, ' ‘probably

would
1 the Rhine L8

three sons. . - .. . . e . w o
Although an American Protestant, he
has bitterly opposed Ku Kluxism since
‘jts spread into Louislana meveral yur,"
ago.. He has flayed ‘the order, from one:
end of the state to the other. E-"h:g‘
often. intimated . that . klansmen weri
responsible for the: Mer - Rouge outr .

rages. ~ SELE e :
Today he stands as the leader of
anti-klan forceés. Hé, is being
by many as.a vice-presidenti
‘1 date on the Dem
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. The governon ig no.novice at nation
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his announcemend that he would n
a candidate for the United States
ate at the expiration of his: te
gOVernear. .. .:.: .. :

“To my regret,” sald the chan-
cellor, “France has seen fit'to re-

The major part of the chancel-
lor's speech was devoted to a dis-
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o th aition
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R the murd
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of ‘Holland, . : A definite sum, which it believad it |
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