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YESTERDAY: Continuing his
questioning, Plowman interviews
Nella and Mrs. Langdon. When the
officer’s questions seem to be trap-
ping Gundrum, Pat reveals that
Maria had written Adam, saying
she wounld marry him. Pat opencd
the letter by mistake. Plowman
demands the let}cr;.. s

BARKES SEES A SHADOW

CHAPTER XI

Under Plowman’s continued
questioning, Pat admitted that Ad
am had not been himself during
the day. He had refused to drive
to the Country club with the family
and had locked himself in the
Jungle.
downstairs to plead with him had
he changed his mind.

*‘Miss Nella Langaon is a neu-
rotic,”” Plowman said, after Pat
had left the drawing room. ‘‘She
looks a lot like her uncle.” )

““There is a neurotic strain
somewhere on the rrandmother's
side,”” Sidney admitted. ''Nella's
father and Adam Langdon were
brothers, so she comes in for it,
too. Hugh had a different grand-
mother and escapes.”

Hugh Langdon was called. He
corroborated Nella’s account of Ad-

. | .
am’'s unusual behavior but was un- was :mpresseEI. J

able to account for it, . :
“I’ve had no more than a five-| When Marta’s turn

Not until Nella had gone|

“Sorry, Professor. I will have
to hold you all here for at leas_t _24
hours, unless something definite
turns up to relea-e you from pos-
sible implication.”

“Can he do that, Braftwood?”
Craig demanded angrily.

“I'm sorry to say that he has
the authority. We shall all have to
make the best of it, Gundrum.”

“Fire away, Mr. Policeman”
Gundrum directed, grimly.

He made a good witness. He
| admitted his former engagement
to Pat, but denied that he had re-
turned to the Jungle instead of
| searching the storeroom.

“You will,” he explained, “find
my fingerprints in the storeroom
{if you care to look. 1 moved sev-
|eral pieces of large furniture to
lock behind themn.”
| Before leaving, he managed to
|give his theory of the crime to
| Plowman. As it stood, allowing
[that the murderer had been after
{a mythical map or one of the rare
| old weapons, it was not impossible
|that Adam Langdon had been shot
|by someone either already hidden
lin the Jungle, who had left after
the door was opened, or by a per-
| son who had entered under cover
|of darkness. Apparently Plowman
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came, it

minute talk with my cousin alone|flashed into Sidney’s mind that this

since his return,” he said gravely.

was the strangest ‘‘entrance’’ she

“But I felt that there had been a| was ever to make.

serious change in him.”

“What did you discuss during
that five minutes?’”’ Plowman)|
asked.

discussed it,”” Hugh replied briefly.

“What reason did he give for
surprising you?"

“‘He disliked using wireless for
intimate revelations and, since he
had married just before sailing,
there had been no time for let-
ters."”
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The arrival of a sheriff, a medi-
cal examiner, and z photographer
delayed the examinations so that
neither Marta nor Craig Gundrum
were questioned until long after|
the other guests had made state-|

Guarded by a state trooper,
Craig and Marta had waited in
the library and whether or not
Craig had persuaded Marta to
slant her testimony toward his the-
ory of the murder, Sidney could
not know. He doubted it.

Finally Gundrum was called.

“Let's get this over with as
quickly as possible,” he snapped.
“I have an 11 o’clock class in the
morning, and must make an early

1y
“My cousin's marriage had come
as a surprise to the family; we!

“How did you find your way to

| the lioness in pitch darkness, Miss

Hempfield?”” Plowman asked gent-

“] have played Lady Macbeth,
Captain Plowman,” Marta told
him, simply.

“In my sleepwalking scene I had
to reach a given place with my
eyes closed. At first I counted my
steps, but after a while I found I
could judge distance without count-
ing. This evening Mr. Langdon
had pointed out to me that he had
placed his new lioness directly in
front of the door, a place of honor.
I knew that if I turned at a right
angle when I touched her I would
be in direct line for the door, so I
started with one hand held out.”

Both men knew what that out-
stretched hand had encountered.
They listened, fascinated by the
sheer drama of the recital.

“] couldn’t see. I groped.” She
paused and continued, *‘I touched
Adam's coat. 1 thought at first
it was a thief, and terror gripped
me. But I did not scream then.
I believed I'd touched one of the
specimens, he would remain im-
moble as he was. I lifted y
hand slightly and then I felt—"
Again she paused and swallowed.

train. It’s 2 o'clock now."

“I felt the scar in the little cleft

broad and deep—at
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on Adam’s chin. His face was
lifeless—cold. He did not speak
and—somehow I knew. That is the
last I remember. They tell me I
screamed and fainted.”

L] - -

There was silepce for a moment.
Plowman rose and brought Marta
a glass of sherry from a decanter
on the table.

He waited while she sipped the
wine, then asked: *Did you notice
anyone removing the key from the
door, Miss Hempfield?"

“Remove the key? The door
was locked from the outside, Cap-
tain.”

Plowman did not contradict her.
‘‘As an old friend, do you recall
that Mr. Langdon had enemies?”

‘“‘None that | know of. His was
a kindly nature. His friends loved
him.” .

“Did you ever hear him hint
that he had some purpose other
than hunting in going into the Afri-
can jungle?”

“No, I never did. He and Hugh
have always hunted big game.”

‘““Thanks, Miss Hempfield.”
Plowman opened the door for her
to leave.
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Togi contributed little. He had
made hasty preparations for the
house party, he said. And he had
engaged Henry Barkes after Lang-
don had wirelessed him to find a
chauffeur and meet him in Boston.

Togi disliked Barkes because, he
said, the chauffeur thought him-
self too good to help get the house
in order for the family’s unexpect-
ed return. Barkes spent his eve-
nings at the village and acted like
Langdon, himself, until the family
arrived.

Yet Barkes, when he entered,
did not look surly. Undoubtedly
frightened, he repeated his story
and insisted that the village store-
keeper would support his alibi.

‘““There’s an incident I failed to
mention, when I tall:d with wvou
before the police came, Mr. Brait-
wood,”” he added. ‘‘About 6 o’clock
when I was filling the car with gas,
I chanced to look up at the win-
dows. There's a side window in the
front room on the third fllor. I be-
lieve Miss Hegppfield has it. I
saw a man’s shadow against the
curtain there.”

“Sure of the window?'’ Plowman
asked.

“Positive. The shadow stood
very still. The more I think of it,
the more I believe someone was
hiding behind the drapes.”

“A still shadow, now. Did it
look like anyone you knew?”

“It wasn't tall enough for Mr.
Hugh Langdon, nor short enough
for Togi,” Barkes said. *‘Other-
wise I couldn’t say. It was like
seeing something in a play, watch-
ing that silhouette.” 1

(To Be Continued)

Jacksonville Finances |
Showing Improvement

JACKSONVILLE, Oct. 19.—The
Town of Jacksonville ended the
1639-40 fiscal year in improved fi-
nancial condition, the annual audit,
approved this week, disclosed. It
indicated that continued improve-
ment this ensuing year may make
possible a tax reduction for 1941-
42,
Tax rate for the current year is
$1.66 2-3 per $100 valuation, the
same as last year. 3

The financial condition of the
town was considered good in view
of the fact that all bonds and in-
terest were retired as they came
due in 1939-40, and that balances
in the general, water and sinking
fund exceeded those as the close
of the corresponding period last
year.

Mayor Charles E. Warn and his
board of Maurice Margolis, Hed-
rick Aman, G. P. Johnson and
Clyde Sabiston instructed the tax

collector to press for payment of
delinquent accounts. 1
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Retention Of Gillette
Is Mﬂ Onslow

JACKSONVILLE, Oct. 19.—The
Jacksonville Kiwanis ® club has
joined the movement to have Lt
Col. George Gillette retained at
Wilmington as chief of U. S. Army
engineers.

The local club’s part was dis-
closed by President Ennis Murrell,
Jr., at this week's meeting. He
said the club had endorsed the
movement, launched by Hugh Mac-
Rae, Wilmington, because it felt
Col. Gillette, a native of Onslow
county, is ‘‘competent, acquainted
with every feature of the coast”
and has the confidence of the peo-
ple of this section.

Col. Gillette has been ordered
transferred from his Wilmington
post to Fort Belvoir, Va. 1

Movie On Painting
To Show At Museam

On Wednesday evening, October
23, at 8 o’clock, a movie will be
shown in the first floor gallery of
the Wilmington Museum of Art.
This movie is entirely in techni-
color and tells the story of a
famous artist painting a portrait.
Wayman Adams, a prominent
American Portrait painter, shows
the entire process envolved in
creating a portrait.

William Fields, the Director of
the Raleigh Art Center, will be
here Wednesday evening to assist
in the showing of the ‘picture and
will answer any questions you may
care to ask.

Browne Group Exhibit
On View At Museam

The George Elmer Browne
American Artists Group is open-
ing its fourth and last week at
the Wilmington Museum of Art.

This has been one of the most
popular exhibits ever held at the
Museum. Nearly a thousand people
have already been in to see the
pictures, many returning again
Aand again.

The gallery will be open today
and also next Sunday, Oect. 27,
from 3 until 6 p. z.,, as well as
during the regular flours on week
days 10 a. m. to 5. p. m.

The exhibit will close October
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Man-eating trees do not exist on
this earth. Stories of them are the
products of early-day imaginative
wriers.

3|be held at & o'clock. Special ser-

MRS. OVERTON IS
T0 PREACH HERE

Leading Methodist ‘Woman
Speaker To Conduct
Services At Grace

Mrs. Grace Sloan Overton, of Ann
Arbor, Mich., will begin a series of
special services at Grace Methodist

church on Sunday morning, Octo-
ber 27. These services will contiaue
through Friday night, November 1.
Services for Sunday will be at the
usual hours, including the 7 o'clock
service for youth, which will be ad-
dressed by Mrs. Overton.

Mrs. Overton is the nation’s lead-
ing Methodist platform woman, giv-
ing her time in churches and before
gther forums throughout the nation.
She has just closed a similar meet-
ing at Wichita, Kansas, and is open-
ing a meeting today in Eldorado,
Arkansas, from which she will come
to Wilmington. Fer many years she
has given her time to teaching, as
well as preaching, but for the past
several years the demand for her
platform and pulpit ministry has|
been such that she has had to re-
linquish all teaching duties, and
now gives all her time to platform
and pulpit, the Rev. J, F, H r-
bert said.

During the week days of her min-
istry at Grace she will speak each
morning at 10 o'clock, especially to
parents and all interested in chil-
dren. An evening service for all will

vices during the week will be an-
nounced for youth.

New Officers Elected
By Epworth Methodist

The Epworth Methodist church
elected officers at the fourth quar-
terly conference conducted Wednes-
day evening by the Rev. W. A.
Cade, district superintendent.

Newly elected officers include:
trustees, W. P. Smith, C. A. Brad-
shaw, George Godwin, D. J. Joy-
ner, and J. B. Taylor; and stew-
ards, J. C. Maxwell, George Clark,
D. J. Joyner, George Godwin, Tom
McKee, Zeb V. Cowan, J. A. South-
erland, Ed Maxwell, Mrs. George
Gedwin, Mrs. J. C. Maxwell, Mrs.
V. Rivenbark, Mrs. W. C. Baker,
A. R. Herring, Arthur Grimsley,
George Holland, Mrs. June Flow-
ers, Miss Lizzie Padrick, and Mrs.
Walter Barnes.

Mrs. Roy Rumley and Mrs.

you were one of them.
Now—they, and you, can have this
can afford!

The new Maytag Commander is here~with 50%
—Maytag’s clothes-saving Gyrafoam Water Action—and with a big square

tub of one-piece porcelain!

50% GREATER WASHING CAPACITY IN A
SQUARE, ONE-PIECE PORCELAIN TUB

® THOUSANDS of over-worked home-makers have always wanted th
famous square tub Maytags, but have had to be content wirhy less. Pcrh::p:3

See this beauty of a washer. It's on display now at
dealer’s. Try it. See how it can take all the hard work off your hands
how it can save you hours of time every washday. i 4

Examine the laundered clothes—they'll fairly
shine with spic and span cleanliness! Yes—here is
the money-making porcelain washer that will give
you years of the finest washday service. Don’t miss
it. Other Maytag models as low as $59.95 at factory.

SEE YOUR Mujlugy DEALER ToDAY

superior washer design at a price you

Breater washing capacity

your nearest Maytag

LIBERAL
ALLOWANCE
ON YOUuR oLD
WASHER

EASY TERMS

305 N. FRONT ST.

C. B. Wessell

PHONE 7282 I'

OLEANDER

The Only

Real Security

Is A Home
OF YOUR OWN

Nl |

Stocks may go up or down . ., Bonds may be de-
faulted . . . Inflation may come—but the man who
owns his own home has a measure of security

that is unquestioned.

Now Is The Time To Look
To Your Home Ownership

“The Suburb Beautiful”

Offers that measure of sound security in
Home Sites you.can depend on. You can

own a lot in Oleander $7 5 0 0 0

for as little as .... ...
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LOOK AT
YOUR HOME

Inside and Out

See what repairs and improvements will be a
sound investment . . . . See _what's needed to
make it more convenient and livable.
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- Then come in and let us help
you finance the undertaking.
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