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Large U. S.
Tax Boost
s Favored

.I’rngram Designed to Add
¢3,500,000,000 to Gov-
emment’s Income

\iw LEVIES EXPECTED

50 50 Per Cent Raise In
All Present Tax Rates
Advocated

WASHINGTON, April 1T.—P—A
yemendous new tax program de-
gined to0 add $3.500,000,000 to the
enment’s annual income, per-
¥ increasing virtually all
ent tax rates and assessing
pew levies as well, was proposed
p yihe administration today—with
poth republican and democratic
Jegders approving.
Defails of the program remained
s be worked out, but Secretary
of the Treasury Morgenthau was
authoritatively reported to have
sivacated raising all present tax
pales—income, €Xcess profits, ex-
gise, ete.—from 2 5to .50 per cent
higher than existing levels, The
present individual income tax rate
is 44 per cent: the corporation
income tax is 24 per cent.
Additiona! Taxes

In addition to boosts *‘all along
fhe line,” the treasury plan was
aid also to include several ad-
ditional excise taxes, such as'levies
o washing machines, radios and
oher so-called luxury objects not
now taxed.

Whether or not the treasury pro-
gm is adopted in defail, most
gurces considered that a big jump
in the income tax levies, possibly
companied by a reduction in ex-

paps b

wifils tax and in the estate and
oift taxes were considered likely
i {
Altugh one source said the
freasury plan did not~inclade a
general sales tax, others indicated
sch a possibility could not be
nled cut definitely, however much
fiis method of taxation has been
frowned upon by the administra-
tion in the past.

F. D. R. Approves

Explaining that President Roose-
velt had already approved the idea
of raising $3,500,000,000 of mnew
taxes, and would soon discuss the
subject with the people, Secretary
Morgenthau outlined the plan to
leading members of the house and
fmale committees in charge of
lxes at a comparatively early
moming meeting in his treasury of-
fe. They, too, agreed that it was
ktessary to impose taxes to raise

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 7)

HSTER ARMAMENT
PRODUCTION SEEN

Kndsen Says U. S. Can
Turn Out Guns Faster
Than Other Nations

WASHINGTON, April 17.— () —
":I:'I stnate defense investigating
Wmmittee heard today that when
the United States “gets going” it
:‘ *'“1:11 out armament as fast as
t'\l;“n]“';_ Eurgpean countries even
,len‘ lousewives may have their
I nrdé}m pots and pans last longer
i, T 0 accomplish that objec-
&?g'ff‘;f{'smken William S. Knud-
by U']‘:“-‘F‘C‘“ production chieftain,
the nayt senators that as soon a8
Bl oo BoE gat S
v oy Would be manufacturing
\l" -‘311is_nn_1r.m_ as I‘aDidly as “any
Dot ries in Burope you could

" —including Germany.
KP‘:-F\wrn]gll\‘_ ruddy - faced Frank
i g tTEETY of the navy, had
by o7 Were threatened shortages
fich things as aluminum, struc-

Present At Murder
Of 5th Column Foe

Arena
Italian language paper editor mur:

Companion of John F.
dered by gunmen as he left a Chi-
cago motion picture theatre, was
Eleam_)r Herrmeyer, above, 17-year-
old high school student. She told
police that she was in Arena’s office

recently when he receiv t
phoned death threats, ol

BOARD AND POLICE
RAPPED BY LENNON

Asserts Laxity in Enforce-
ment of Ban on Dancing
In Beer Parlors

Asserted laxity of the city,
through its commissioners and po-
lice department, to enforce local
ordinances prohibiting dancing in
licensed beer and wine establish-
ments was rapped in recorder’'s
court yesterday by Judge Alton A.
Lennon.

The court’s criticism culminated

a trial in which a local beer and
wine. retailer was found guilty of
a police-preferred charge that he
violated a city ordinance by per-
mitting dancing in_ his Eighth and
Dawson street establishment. The
licensee, Quillie Roderick, was fin-
ed $25 and costs.
In .. statement from the bench,
Judge Lennon charged that the
‘‘proper action” in the Roderick
case lay with the city commis-
sion, which body is empowered
to issue and regulate beer and wine
licenses in the city of Wilmington.
‘“The evidence-in this case, and
in some others before this one, is
conclusive enough to warrant an
investigation by the city commis-
sion into obvious violation of its
ordinance prohibiting dancing in
beer and wine establishments,”
Judge Lennon asserted.

“Instead of the police depart-
ment cluttering the courts with
violators of this type the city com-
mission should, after proof of vio-
lations, revoke licenses of such
places,”” tho court added.

Judge Lennon also hinted strong-
ly of “favoritism’ in the matter
of enforcement of laws and ordi-
nances governing beer and wine
sales in establishments where
dancing is permitted by licensees.

‘“There are, I have been reliably
informed, a number of beer and
wine places within the city where
dancing is permitted by the ope-
rators, and apparently, with the
knowledge of the authorities charg-
ed with enforcement.

*Tt might be well for the com-
missioners :to look into a few of
these places and ascertain for
themselves how and why the anti-
dancing ordinance ' is violated,”
Judge Lennon declared.

Judge Lennon’s attack on dance
violations highlighted a heavy mid-
week docKet. Among other mat-
ters heard and disposed of were:
_ Eddie Kirkman and - Daisy
Rhodes, of 1124 South Eighth street,
charged with breaking, entering,
larceny, . and reeeiving, continued
yesterday until today under $100
bonds apiece. !
The defendants are charged with

(Cont;
Uinted on Page Twelve; Col. 2)

(Continued ‘on f'aga Six; Col. 5)

Auto Industry

Will Cut

Production 20 Per Cent

wﬁ“s}ﬁ"BERT M. JACKSON
he o NOTON, April 17.—{#—
by 1o gy ¢ industry agreed to-
6k on its production next year
itpy¢ Nt in order to increase its
Wil of armaments,
the Ot?iT S. Knudsen, director of
hent. ameu of Production Manage-
2 terse tgunced the agreement in
e actio, CSentence statement.
) a]m Was taken at his re-
oy ¢ 24 Wil Iresult in a limita-
' about 4,160,000 on the num-
e p?:;SengE{‘ cars and trucks
begingi, . oced in the model year
Hd:egn August 1,
tsentasr. . Said he called th
e V%6 of the industry o
ety 1 ¢ Browing defense pro-
Job that ‘am us’ and

they accepted the reduction. *‘will-
ingly.” i . :

Questions of the agreement’s ef-
fect on automobile prices were
raised immediately and officials
‘of the office of ‘price control said
that study has been given to
prices, costs and proit relations
in the industry. i

It was learned, howevery that
price officials are not interes in
automobile prices to the extent
that they are in those of raw ma-
erials which enter into the de-
fense program. Maximum price
schedules already issued ' have
dealt with steel, coal and other
commodities’ which have a direct

(Continued on. Page- Six; Col 6)

Brunswick
Woods Hit

Widespread Flames

Approximately 50,000 acres of
forest land, some of it considered
among the best stands of pine in
southeastern North Carolina, was
swept by a disasterous forest fire
which raged from Beaver dam to
Orton plantation—a distance of 13
miles—in Brunswick county yes-
terday and Wednesday afternoon.
Under control, the fire was still
being fought at several points over
a wide area last night by citizen
volunteers and 100 CCC workers
direcied by Dawson Jones, Bruns-
wick county fire warden.

St. Phillip’s Area Hit

Included in the burned area were
approximately 650 acres of the
lower tip of Ortan plantation, his-
toric showplace of Brunswick coun=—
ty. All the area immediately sur-
rounding the ruins of ancient St.
Phillip’s church was touched by
flames.

A shift in the brisk wind which

had carried the fire 13 miles from
Beaver dam, near Southport, to
St. Phillip’s church, was credited
last night by James L. Sprunt as
probably saving Orton’s famed
nurseries and gardens from com-
plete destruction.
The fire originated in the vicinity
of Beaver dam and had burned
more than 500 acres before effec-
tive fire-fighting methods could be
put into action. Suddenly, about 2
o'clock Wednesday aternoon, a
brisk, hot wind came from the
southwest and carried hte fire far
beyond a back-fire line organized
by volunteers. Like fury, the
flames swept through-the-dry forest
and brush areas, paralleling the
Cape Fear river the greater part
of its distance to St. Phillip’s
church.

' Building Desiroyed .
The only known large building
destroyed by the fire was an aban-
doned fish cannery on the Cape
Fear south of St, Phillips. -
When, Wednesday night it be-
came apparent that volunteer
forces were numerically insuffic-
ient to battle the fire, Warden
Jones appealed to the Bolivida CCC
camp for help, and 100 men were
rushed to the scene. The fire was
brought under - control yesterday
shortly before noon as its main
front reached the Cape Fear river.

The width of the area burned
over varied from a half-mile to

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 7)

MEASURE T0 CURB
STRIKES ENDORSED

Would Provide | ‘Cooling
Off’ Period, ‘Freeze’ Ex-
isting Arrangements

WASHINGTON, April 7.—P—A
bill to curb defense strikes by re-
quiring a 25-day ‘jcoohng ) q!f'
peiod and by *freezing”’ existing
closed or open shop arrangements
was endorsed unanimously today
by the house naval committee and
sent to the house floor.

1t would require defense contrac-
tors and their employees to. try to
sottle differences around the _con-
ference table. If that failed, either
side could invoke the service: -of
the labor department conciliation
service and if a settlement were
not reached within five days, e}t.her
party “could call on the National

{Continued on Fage Six; Col. 5)

WEATHER

FOREGABT ;
' North Carolina: giderable clou-
diness and centinued rather warm, pos-
gibly scattered thundershowers Satur-
day and in west portion Friday.

U. 8. Weather Burean)
Moty ological data for the 24 hours
ending 7:30 p. m. yesterday),
Temperature
1:30 s, m. 65; 7:30 a. m. 66;
85: 7:30 p. m. 71: maximum
mum 64; mean 75; normal
4 Humidity
1:80 &. m_, 75; 7:30 a. m. 70: 1:30 p. m.
33; 7:80 p. m. 68.
Precipitation
Total for the 24 hours gnding T7:30 p.
m. 0,00 inches., Total since the first
of the month 1.98 inches.
Tides For Today.
(From gif(l;e Tael%lles nrlzlished by U. 8.
c Surve
Coast an od Hf e

).
Gin

1:30 p. m.
86; mini-

Wilmington ——--—- WEs= Rt | 10:27a

b agsp 10300
Maso! Inlet —oeeee 1: :

asonboro ¥ o e

Sunrise 5:37a: sunset 6:45p; moonrise
12:56a; moonset 11:47a.
Fear river

Cal stage at Fay-
etwvﬁents-.n‘.énrﬂl'?:lm

Without A Country

Pictured on arrival in New York
aboard the Excambion, Zosia Mo-
rawsk‘a is & woman without a coun-
try. She lost her U. S. citizenship
‘yheu _sha went to work for an Eng-
lish firm in pre-war Poland and
married a Polish citizen, Later she
worked for the U. S. embassy in
Berlin. She returned to America on
an immigration visa, determined to
become an American again.

NEGRO ARMY HUT
PROBLEM TALKE

City and County Boards
May Lease Two Floors
Of Lodge Building

. ?ros;;ect of the city and couniy
jointly leasing the upper two floors
of a negro lodge building at Ninth
and Castle streets as a temporary
recreation center for colored Camp
Davis troops, the first of which
are scheduled fo arrive soon from
Texas, loomed as a likelihood yes-
terday during informal conversa-
tions between. members of the lo-
cal” boards of jcommissioners,

The lodge building quarters, for-
merly used for a negro WPA sew-
ing project, would serve as a social
center only until either the local
governments or the federal gov-
ernment erects a permanent build-
ing for colored, soldiers.

Further discussion of the lease
proposal will be conducted this
morning as city, county, Army and
negro civic leaders confer with J.
W. Faust, Federal Works adminis-
tration recreational expert as-
signed ‘to Wilmington to make a
survey of soldiers’ recreationil fa-
cilities.

Yesterday, Faust met with mem-
bers of the city and county com-
missions and outlined in consider-
able detail what the federal gov-
ernment is planning to do for rec-
reational centers in cities and
towns near omilitary training
camps.

He emphasized, however, that
congress has not yet appropriated
the funds for the work, hence he
was unable to give local commis-
sioners assurance what was
planned for Wilmington.

The recreational expert did, how-
ever, predict that Wilmington,
Jacksonville and possible New
Bern would be named for exten-
sive recreational programs. Not
only would the government's pro-
posed recreational program cover
the field of men in the military
service, Faust said, but, as
planned in Washington, would in-
clude public faeilities for civilian
defense workers as well.

Several weeks ago the city and
county commissioners authorized
the construction of a negro sol-
diers’ hut—to be a duplicate of
the white soldiers’ building at
Fourth and Princess streets — at
Tenth and Church streets.

A delay in ealling for bids and
the prospect of a temporary short-
age of labor deferred start of the
project. In the. meantime, it be-
came known that the federal gov-
ernment had designated Wilming-

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 5)

British Repulse German Drive
OnMt. Olympus; Greeks Retreat;
Last Of Yugoslav Soldiers Quit

FIGHTING IS STOPPED

Capitulation of Remainder
0f Yugoslav Army Effec-
tive Early Today

WITHOUT GOVERNMENT

Move Will Release German
Forces for Assault on
British, Greeks

BERLIN, April 18.—(Friday)—
(P—Germany announced early to-
day the unconditional capitulation
of the remaining fighting units of
the Yugoslav army and declared
fighting had stopped on all Yugo-
slav fronts.

The capitulation is effective at
noon Friday (5 a.m. E.ST), it
was stated in a DNB, official Ger-
man news agency, dispatch, Weap-
ons then will be formally surren-
dered, it was said.

Negotiations for the Yugoslavs
to lay down their arms were made
exclusively with Serb military au-
thorities. The Germans have said
in effect that no Yugoslav govern-
ment existed, so the capitulation
of the army also was regarded as
the end of the little World war-
born kingdom.

With the exception of Croatia,
which has declared its indepen-
dence, Yugoslavia is regarded as
without a functioning government
of its own and the German army
is deemed the sole authority of
the land.

There is no immediate reliable
indication of what its fate will be.

An 1l-day military campaign
brought Yugoslavia to. the uncon-
ditional surrender announced short-
1y after midnight today. )

Just 24 hours ago the German
command had announced the sur-
render of the Yugoslav- second
army at Sarajevo, Capitulation of
the remainder of the forces was
said to have occurred at 9 p.m.
Thursday night (2 p.m. E.S.T.).

A formal announcement.said:

“Tha whole Yugoslav army, in-
sofar as it is still armed, sur-
rendered unconditionally April 17
and laid down its arms.

*The capitulation becomes ef-
fective at noon April 18.”

The announced Yugoslav capitu-
lation would release virtually the
whole of those German divisions
still cleaning up in that broken
kingdom for the assault on the
British-Greek forces in Greece.

A German radio broadcast said
“‘the endurance and fighting spirit”’
of the German forces thwarted the

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 6)

MINERS DECIDE
NOT TO RETURN

Vote Not to Resume Work
Until Dispute With Dixie
Operators Settled

NEW YORK, April 17.—(#—The
policy committee of the United
Mine Workers of America (CIO)
voted early tonight not to send
miners ‘back into the nation’s soft
coal mines until w a ge disputes
with southern Appalachian coal op-
erators could be settled. g

Although the committee ap-
proved a contract negotiated yes-
terday and ready for signature by
the union and northern Appalachi-
an operators, John L. Lewis, union
president, said that the committee
““deemed it inadvisable for the
mine workers to divide their forces
and expose our membership in the
south fo economic sanctions that
would be imposed upon them by

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 7)

Union Plans

To Strike

Against General Motors

DETROIT, April 17.—(®»—R. J.
Thomas, president of the United
Automobile Workers (CIO), an-
nounced tonight that his union,
which only Friday concluded a ten-
day strike at the Ford Motor com-
pany, was filing a five-day notice
of intention to strike against Gen-
eral Motors corporation.

A one-year union - corporation
agreement on wages and working
conditions expires Sunday, and
Thomas said that a strike, “if nec-
essary,” would be carried out to
enforce UAW-CIO demands for a
new proposed agreement.

Thomas said that he had in-
structed subordinates to file the
strike notice with the state labor

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 5)

mediation boarw snd that this prob-

ably would be done tonight. State
law requires a five-day “‘cooling
off period”’ before .a strike may
be called.

Union and General Motors offi-
cials have been negotiating for sev-
eral weeks over a new agreement,
and the union has charged the cor-
p‘gratmn with refusing to meet
“just demands.” Yesterday James
F. Dewey, federal labor concili-
ator, came here to assist in the
parleys.

The present agreement covers
more than three score General Mo-
tors plants in the nation employing
upwards of 175,000 men. Thomas
pointed out that the strike notice

{Continued on Page Twelve; Col. 1),

ITALIANS
GREEKS

CLAIM
FALLING

ROME, April 17.— (@ —The
Italians, declared to be again
fighting on Greek soil, official-
Iy asserted tonight that the first
line of Greek resistance had
been broken in both Greece and
Albania and that “the entire
enemy front is in crisis.”

It was tantamount to a claim
that Greek resistance was on
the point of a general collapse
so far as it faced the Italian of-
fensive.

A British dispatch from Cairo,
Egypt, described the Greek
situation in Albania as “serious”
and said that Greek troops may
be forced to withdraw from that
country.

A considerable force of Ger-
mans, freed from action in
Yugoslavia, it was said, succeed-
ed in pushing back Greek forces
which had been in a position to
protect the retreat of other

Greek troops in the Albanian
sector.

Well informed sources in Cairo
did not minimize the situation,
which was looked upon as pos-
sibly having some repercussion
on British Imperial forces in
Greece.)

Reporting a sunbstantial clean-
up of Albania, into which Fas-
cist forces were pressed back
last November, military dis-
patches said that men of both
the ninth and eleventh armies
had entered Greek homeland
territory at several points, of-
ficially unidentified. s

Simultaneously, Italian me-
chanized forces already dvep in
Yugoslavia were said to be push-
ing on to join a southbound
column in an attack on the
Adriatic ports of Kotor and Du-
brovnik. Cetinje, Antivari and
Podgorica, it was announced, al-
ready were in Fascist hands.

RESCUE WORK PUSHED

Germans Strike at South
Coast Town After War’s
Greatest Attack

LONDON, April 18.—(Friday)—(®)
Two brief air raid alarms - chilled
Londoners early today but no bombs
fell to pile more deaths and wreck-
age upon the yet uncounted toll in-
flicted 24 hours earlier by the most
savage German air attack of the
war, =

Both alerts came after midnight.

Rescue squads spent a tragic day
yesterday digging out the dead and
entombed living from smouldering
wreckage,

Strike at Town

Some raiders struck at a south
coast town during the night.

Weather over the Straits was cold
and the sea was calm. Low clouds
afforded some protection at places,
but Londoners recoiling from the
overnight horror had expected a sec-
ond straight night's attack on- the
capital. .

One German bomber crashed and
exploded and presumably the crew
was killed.

Bombs fell in many open areas
near the coast, indicating the Ger-
man airmen at times had to jettison
their loads in the face of stubborn
grounl fire.

Authoritative British sources said
at least 400 planes were continuous-
ly attacking for eight hours, declar-
ing, “They just wouldn’t have had
fields to fly from or room to fly if
there had been any more.”

Notables among the dead — the
total still unknown—included Lord
Stamp, government economic ad-
viser, his lady and his eldest son,
and Lord Auckland, prominent ama-
teur wild-aftimal trainer well known
in America.

Invasion Feared

Serious tall that this might be the
forerunner of invasion gained In-
creasing attention. Some well-in-
formed observers said this was just
the sort of punch to be expected as
the opening stroke of an invasion.

But most persons felt and hoped
that the raid was only what the
German high command called it:
“Reprisal” for the lashing Britain
gave Berlin April 9.

The Evening Standard, published
by Aircraft Production Minister Lord
Beaverbrook, declared, “The new as-
sault may be a prelude to attempted
invasion,” and urged the nation to
turn out “tanks to meet their tanks;
g'uﬁs to pierce their armor.”

Army Orders

—————

WASHINGTON, April 17—The War
Department has released the following
orders, dated A]iril 14:

BRIGADIER (_}ENERAL

Suntan. D, I. Hawaii, to Presidio of
San Francisco, Calif.

COLONELS

Crawford, D. McL., Sig. Corps, now on
temporary dutE, Mitehel Field, N. Y.,
from Birminghal Ala., to 'l?mlling
Fiel, D. C.

Bond, P 'S, retired, orders amended
to read: Placed on active duty and
agsigned to headguarters Third Ccrps
Ares, Baltimore, Md.

Reardon, J. D., Air Corps, orders from
Mitchel Field, N. Y., to Philacelphia,
revoked.

Kepner, W. E,, Air Corgs. Mitchel Field.
N. Y, detailed a member General Staff
Corps, duty as Chief of Staff, First
Afr Force, Mitchel Field, N. Y.

Brower, G. E., Air Corps, Ft. Leaven-
worth, Kan,. to Headquarters, First
Air Force, Mitchel Field, N. ¥.

LIEUTENANT COLONELS

Fleming, B. C., (retired), to active duty

Sacramento High School, Sacramento,

Calif,
Patriek, J. B,, Air Corps, Maxwell Field,

Als., to A‘lban;. Ga.
Griswold, 8. F., Inf., detailed Inspector
QGeneral's Dept., April 28; from Oma-

ha, Neb., to Washington, D. C., for

{Continued on Page Six; Col 7)
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London Seeks To Recover
Fronﬁgvagg Nazi Attack

CASUALTIES ARE MANY

Greeks Forced to Fall Back
In Face of Increased
German Power

HOLD OLYMPUS PASS

Greek Spokesman Denies
Reich’s Soldiers Have
Reached Larissa

ATHENS, Greece, April 18.—
(Friday)—{#—British and Imperial
troops hurled back wave afler
wave of German infantry surging
forward in almost non-stop at-
tacks on Mount Olympus, it was
reported here early today.

(These reports said British, Aus-
fralian and New Zealand troops
have inflicted enormous casualties
on the Germans who have been
thrown into the fray, it was assert-
ed, regardless of losses.

While these reports were re-
ceived in Athens, an authoritative
Greek spokesman declared that
Greek forces battling at an undis-
closed part of the front have been
forced to retreat in face of the

British Make Another
Raid on French Coast

LONDON, April 17.—(A—The
Royal Air Force, which raided
Bremen and other German ship-
ping and industrial cenfers last
night, was believed to have made
another heavy attack on the
French channel coast this after-
noon.

The explosions of big bombs
vibratad across the misty coast
of Dover, shaking buildings on
the waterfront.

It was the third attack on the °
French coast in less than 24
hours. Earlier in the day there
was a terrific bombardment, and
there was another Wednesday.

Observers believed that Nazi
airdromes were being pounded, to
make attack on Britain more dif-
ficult.

TOBRUK DEFENDERS
TAKE AXIS TROOPS

British Naval Units Shell
Fort Capuzzo, Near the
Egyptian Frontier

CAIRO, Egypt, April 17.—(#—
Defenders of the British garrison
at Tobruk, Libya, fighting bitterly
against mechanized Axis forces,
captured 25 officers and hundreds
of men and destroyed 20 tanks
while British naval units shelled
Fort Capuzzo, near the Egyptian
frontier, it was announced officially
tonight.

The British Middle East head-
quarters said a British patrol had
successfully penetrated enemy po-
sitions outside Tobruk and had cap-
tured seven Italian officers and
19 men in a single phase of yes-
terday’s operations. Axis dead dur-
ing the day were placed above 200.

Officers said that an Axis attack
on Tobruk was repulsed by artil-
lery fire, while patrol activity con-
tinued at a high pitch in the Salum,
Egypt area and further progress
was made by troops pushing on in
Ethiopia. In Addis Ababa, 5,000
Italians and 4,000 of their colonial
troops already are prisoners.

The work of the Tobruk defend-
ers, ihe British said, brought to at
least 1,500 the number of German
casualties, wounded and prisoners,
in the desert campaign and in-
creased the number of tanks de-
stroyed to 35. The British lossess
were 1eported to be light.

‘incr d power of German
troops.”’
Situation Unfavorable

This spokesman said the Greek
situation was ‘‘developing unfavor-
ably.”

Mount Olympus is on the easts
ern hinge of the battle line which
apparently extends from the Adri-
atic to the Aegean seas.

Australian troops holding part of
the line in the Mount Olympus s
tor have been particularly hcav
engaged.

The famous Olympus pass ‘ilscll

iz held by New Zelanders.
- So far-the Germans have faiicd
to make a single dent in the rnam
British front, reports indicated, bui
Nazi advances on the left flank,
south of Monastir (Bitolj, Yugo-
slavia) gap might .force rectifica-
tion of the line.

The Greek spokesman said that
‘“the uneasiness and regret re-
garding the military situation is
justified. The struggle against two
empires which was imposed on us
by Germany could not last indef-
initely."” |

“We Are Better”

The officer of a well-known Brit-
ish mechanized regiment, com-
menting on the violent fighting now

underway, said that *“tank for
tunk, we are better than the Ge:-
mans.

“No one of our tanks has been
put out of action by guntire. Our
shells go through the Nazi tanks
like cheese.

“Numerically they have the up«
per hand, advancing in swarms
with motorcycle infantry in sup-
port.”

Backing up the enormous land
army is a powerful fleet of the
Nazi air force. '

All day and night Mount Olym-
pus—the home of the gods to an-
cient Greeks—resounds with the
thunder of Nazi dive-bombers and
Messerschmitts. They fly over in
batches of 20 to 40, unload their
bombs, and then return for more.

The Greek spokesman did not
say where the Greek retreat was
taking place, but the Greeks were
known to be holding the west end
of the Olympus line.

(There was a possibility the
Greeks were yielding ground in
Albania, or perhaps western
Greece itself, in the face of pres-
sure from combined German and
Italian forces.)

Deny Rumors

The Greek spokesman denied ru-
mors that the Germans had
reached Larisa, a city about 25
miles ‘south of Mount Olympus.  He
said the Germans are ‘‘much far-
ther north.”

He appealed to the Greek people
to remain calm and not be thrown
into confusion.

German troops have appeared on

(Continued on Page Six; Col. 5)

U. S. Transfers Four New
Cargo Vessels To Britain

WASHINGTON, April 17.—(P—
The United States started making
good today on- President Roose-
velt’'s promise to provide Great
Britain with sorely needed cargo
ships by=transferring four new,
high-speed freighters.

The maritime commission an-
nounced that three of the four ves-
sels were being acquired from
their American owners ‘for imme-
diate delivery’ to the British gov-
ernment under the lease-lend law.
The fourth, it was said, already
had been turned over.

They will be registered under

the British flag and will be manned|

entirely by British officers and
crews.

The vessels are:

The just-completed Robin Don-
caster of the Seas Shipping com-
pany (Robin Line); the Almeria
Lykes of the Lykes Bros. Steam-
ship company; the Exemplar of
the American Export Lines; and
the Nightingale of the Grace Line.

The commission said that the
Robin Doncaster had been turned
over to the Pritish at Baltimore
soon after its completion. The
cthers were said to be *in the pro-
cess” of delivery.

, The transier was believed to be
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