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The cottage was in darkness
when Natah‘s reached it, and she
told herself she was a fool to have
her heart drop like that, just be-
cause Brooks wasn't sitting here

iting for her.
wastr::ngwent in, switching on the
lights, assuring hersell that he
really was gone. In the bedroom
the closet door was partly ajar
and there were unmistakable evi-
dences that Brooks had changed
clothes. The tropical whites that
all men here wore when they went
to the mainland, were gone. PoOr
darling! He had been upset by that
scene with the newspaper men.
Then she remembered the score on
the beach when Brooks had put his
arms about June and kissed her,
and sihe set her teeth hard.

She stood very still there in the
pretty, colorful room, while her
memory went back to the day when
she and Brooks had talked about
love. Brooks had been amuse_d ar_ld
cynical, had denied any belief in
guch a thing, ‘Well—maybe he
didn’t mean it any more than you
did.” she told herself shakily. “You
lied, too—remember? You told him
you didn't believe in love either.
Maybe he was lying, too — Yyou
hone!"’ oo

She tried to manage a laugh,
but it wasn't very successful. And
then suddenly, her eyes brighten-
ing, the went to the closet, rum-
maged among the delicate, cob-
webby parments hanging there,
and selected a neligee that was
a froth of peach-colored chiffon and
fraile creamy lace; the sort of
garment any girl would dream of
having in her trousseau. In the
bathroom, she ran a hot tub,
pourea bath salts lavishly into the
stearning water, and laughed at
hercelf for the rising excitement
that went through her,

Fresh from her tub, she donned
the satin nightdress that matched
the negligee. She had never been
more lovely in her life, and she
knew it. She went back jnto the
living room, turned out all the
lamns but one, and sat down in a
ct~hioned wicker chair to wait.

Fer senses were very keen; she
was almost sharply conscious of
the beating of the surf on the
' ~ach: the sound of night creatures
©:~m the jungle behind the line of
~n'‘apes, She heard the sound of
» footstep on the shell path out-

s, and her heart lifted. A man’s

“cteps on the veranda, and then
+ the door. Her knees were wet

-ue paper—she couldn't stand

:. She could only sit there in her

‘rter chair, her heart hammering
1"~ mad, and wait.

The door opened—and her heart
f~1], For the man who stood there
was not Brooks—but Donald Heath.

His face was taut and white be-
nind his sun-tan. His eyes were
~i'*er, but when he spoke his voice

'ns causal, almost matter-of-fact
'« he said, “I thought you should
“now that they’ve gone away to-
I"fher‘”

Natalie orfy stared at him wide-
rved, silent.

“Your husband,” he explained,
snswering the question he saw in
Lar eyes. ‘“‘And my wife, I saw
‘“~m on the mainland just now.
I took the newspaper guys across
and saw them on the train to be
enre they'd get off the island. And
on my way back to the pier, I saw
your husband and my wife getting
into a taxi—all dressed up plumb
rezardless, both of them."”

Natalie's heart lay like a stone
in her breast. For a long moment
she could not speak, but at last
she forced her stiff lips to ssay
heavily, “Then you know, too.”

“] know what?"” he demanded.

*That they're in love with each
other,’”” said Natalie steadily.

Donald made a little sound half
an oath, half an explosive, mirth-
less laugh. ““Oh, for Pete's sake—"'
he began, annoyed.

“I saw them on the beach this
afternoon,” said Natalie, her eyes
wide and sick, as though she had
been deait a blow whose pain was
almost beyond endurance. ‘‘She
was crying. Brooks had her in
his arms, trying to comfort her—
and he—kissed her—"'

“l don’t know what that meant,
and I don’t care. I only know that
June loves ME. Nobody in the
world could possibly convince me
of anything else.”

“You're that sure she loves you
—and yet you're breaking up your
marriage and sending her to Holl-
wood alone?”

Donald’s jaw set hard and he
gaid grimly, ‘I have no right tfo
chain her down to ordinary mar-
ried life—the kind I can give her.
She's a genius—and genius belongs
to the world, not to just one
brokep-do“m hack of a newspaper
guy—"'

“You fooll” Natalie’s voice cut
like a whiplash across his words.
“You poor, blind fool! Oh, you
can't possibly mean that. You're
just excusing yourself. You're let-
ting her go becaun‘ you don’t love
her—"'

“Don’t I?"” Donald's voice rode
high above hers, beating hers to si.
lence. “If I don’t love her, why is
it like tearing the very heart out
of my body to let her go?”

He seemed to hear his own voice
and it silenced him for a moment;
then he managed a faint grin and
made a little gesture with a hand
that was not too steady. “Sorry to
go melodramatic on you,” he apol-
ogized. “I don’t seem to be at my
best tonight, somehow—""

“That's because you love her,
and you're too stubborn to admit it,

and because of some crazy thing

that men call pride and use to tor-
ture the women who are fools
enough to love them,” said Natalie
savagely. “If what you're doing to
June—yes, and what Brooks is do-
ing to me—is the mark of what
you call self-respect, then I'd like

out of here? I've had just about
as much of your noble behavior as
I can take for one night.”

Donald was white and his face
was stiff with rage and surprise.
For a moment he stood there, hes-
itant, as though about to say some-
thing more. And then he set his
jaw hard, turned, and stalked out.
Natalie stood very still for a mo-
ment, the rapid rising and falling
of her breast stirring the soft chif-
fon and satin of her garments.
Then, her mouth a set white line,
she turned off the last light and
went into the bedroom. Deliberate-
ly, she closed and locked the de_)or;
and her mouth curled in a little
sneer of self-scorn. Mie had never
had to close the door against
Brooks in their brief, painful hon-
eymoon, for Brooks had never so
much as come near that door. They
were no more really man and wife
than they had been when they had
stood before the minister that day
which now seemed so many yeirs
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the employment of more lifeguards
who would be stationed to its souti.
Clearly, if human life is worth
preserving, it is more valuable
than an abandoned fishing pier.
CITIZEN
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PICNIC SUPPER

To the Star:

Sunday night at the Woodrow
Wilson hut the second formal pic-
nic supper for the soldiers who
happened in was held. The Home
Demonstration club composed of
eleven units prepard and served

Miss Ann Mason, State and County
agent and RiIrs. R. L. Bostain,
County Foods Leader organized the
effort and the following clubs con-
tributed the menu: Wrightsboro,
Murryville, Castle Haynes, Caro-
lina Beach, South Wilmington,
Myrtle Grove Sound, Masonboro
Scund, Winter Park, Audubon, East
Wilmington and Bradley’s Creek.
It seemed to those of us who
saw the splendid spirit that pre-
vailed, the delightful feeling of

its strongly conservative attitude,
was breaking the crust and trying
to get adjusted to conditions wholly
new to all. It might have been due
to the heartiness of the fare:
fried chicken, big ham sandwiches,
stuffed eggs, layer cak:. it might
have been due to the presence of
some of the county officials, or
even to the presence of the parents
of some of the soldiers, and the
men themselves, at any rate
morale bounded up and the ladies
began to see that the soldiers were
just boys af'er all, citizens in sol-
dier dress just like their own sons,
and very likable. It is planred to
have these suppers sponsored by
various clubs and organizations,
and by the end of the summer, we
shall all have got well acquainted.
JANE D. WOOD
Wilmington, N. C.

July 8, 1841

The four types of anthropoid
apes are the gorilla, chimpan-
zee, orarg-utan and gibbon,
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KIWAN]ANS PLAN OUTOUR WAY

By J. R. Williams

OUR BOARDING HOUSE .. .. with . .. Major HOQ; .

o SAY, YOU TELL THAT
BEACH B CAPTAIN THAT You
A CAN'T KEEP THAT STUFF

IN OUR YARD! somE
SABOTAGER IS LIABLE
TO MISTAKE THEM FOR
THE REAL THING AND
f\, BLOW THEM AND OUR

j &HOLE HoOLsE To BiITs/

Divisional Banquet Scheduled
At Wrightsville Beach
On July 18

An attendance of 125 Kiwanis
mambers and thelr wives is antici-
pated at an annual Wrightsville
Beach divisional banquet Friday
night, July 18, at the Ocean Terrace |
hotel, Fred Little of Wilmingten.
serving as program chairman, said
vesterday.

Mr. Little said that the meeting
will be marked by the presence of
seven former district Kiwanis zov-
ernors, an international tirustee, en-
tertainment featurinz Camp Davis
talent and an address by Ray Furr,
district governor, of Rock Hill, 8. C.

Kiwanis members and their wives SO R B apank Lk ¢
from Goldsboro, Kinston, New Bern.| HEBSNC " i oo 8 ”’:L
Jacksonville, Greenville, Wilson and| ! '\:'-,;f‘;:q" ;/“f‘x‘i'r-lh- At T
Wilmington, towns in the sgeventh AN LYy ppa b n
division, Carolina district, will at- N g e

il l‘jly"}é-m.--

tend. This will mark the twelfth
vear Wilmington Kiwanis members
have served as hoests at the divisional

Goldsboro will preside. Ralph Barker

lattend.

{ed to he prezent include T. W. Crews

lof Spartanburz, €. €., Ames Halti-

|Hedniz, Dr. Charles Armstronz.

an claborate meal as a grand|
tinale to the July 4 celebrations. |

friendliness of Wilmington, for all|
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of Durham, an international trustee.! i
will be among Kiwanis officials to| ‘._'\mmnhmmcu_-e.r.u_nm U8 PAT OFF

WELL, AS.YOURE
A CORPORAL IN
OUR. OUTFIT,
You'LL JUusST
HAVE TO KEEP
AN EYE OPEN
AT NIGHT--%0L
GOT TO DO A
LITTLE SOMETHIN'

session. 4 . )
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Former district governors expect-

LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE

wangzer, of Columbia, 8. €., Herbert

Richard E. Thigten of Charlotte, W.
H. Montgomery of New York City,
formerly of Wilmington, and Mr.
| Barker,

| The local Kiwanis club will not
meet today bhecause it will par-
'tic!pate with other civie clubs and
the Chamber of Commerce in a
luncheon Friday afternoon at 1
o'clock at the Cape Fear hotel in
| honor of the new state highway
commission.

$69,000 SLAS
OFF COUNTY DEBT

New Hanover county reduced its
honded indebtedness by approximate-

.
1

lv $69,000 during the fiscal year end-
ed on June 20, according to a report
by John A. Orrell, county auditor.

On Juue 30, 1040, indebtedness was| {
13'.-'!%.5““. This fizure was cut tol|
$917,000 on June 30, 1941, a reduc-
tion of about 6.9 per cent.

Deducting sinking funds on hand
tamounting to $167,780.46 on June 30
[of thiz year, the net bonded indebt-
|edness is reduced to $749,219.54. This
sompared with a figura of $799,819.50
for the net bonded debt on June 30
last year when sinking funds on
hand amounted to $186.680.50.

A supplementary “bond and cou-
pon funds” statement issued by Mr.
Orrell showed that during the past

fiscal vear there were in this funds o . ' :
receipts of 390,774.54 and expendi-| | ] mmp“evgﬁéc\ﬂfs%ﬂ%gﬁ

tures of $111,656.25, with a balance
for the fund on June 30, 1941, of
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E TUBBS FORTUNE, CONSISTING
OF THREE SUITS, AN EXTRA PAIR
S,AND AN OVERCOAT....

The Knot Is Tied

By Roy Crane

1 UNITED WITH
-] THE McKEE
MILLIONS

ASY 15 THE FIRST TO N |
GRATULATE THIS LUCKY PAR
OBOY! 1 AN'T MADAT
NOBODY!
THIS 1S THE
HAPPIEST Day |
OF MY LIFE

b A

!S?:'iiis}lig;)ﬂs indicated that bonds GASOLINE ALLEY‘

(vutstanding against the county have

vearly maturity dates ranging from
1942 until 1960. The $917,000 out- SALLY'S A WONDERFUL GIRL,
standinz in bonded indebiedness in- SKEEZIX. [IVE TRAYELED
cludes $629.000 in Londs, $175,000 in % AROUND WITH A LOT OF

s £ : “EM  BUT NEYER FOUND
sink fund 1t . 395,000 i
nking fund bonds, 295,000 in new E LIKE HER. {

'eourthouse bonds, and $18,000 in
eounty home hondz,

Yesterday's Answer

ISN'T FRIVOLOUS AN'

JUST OUT FOR A GoOD TME.
SHE'S GOT BRAINS AN' MORE Goop
QUALITIES THAN YOU CAN SHAKE
A STICK AT,

Precious plant

SHE IN'T ALL
TRYIN' TO CET YoU To
SPEND MONEY ON HER,
YOU KNOW SHE'S THE
FIRST GIRL—
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EXCUSE ME-I'M IN A
HURRY=YOU'VE HAD THAT
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[YOU MAY LAND —IN SAFETY ~NOW THE
= CAPTAIN IS ABOARD
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GUARDS KNOW THE SON OF THEIR
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fo meet a man who didn't have
Jany. And now—will you please set

CRYPTOQUOTE—A eryptogram quotation 1
BZC BYDC, XBYEWF, VWG XEDWG UTWG

By William Ritt and Clarence Ga 1

BECAUSE "YoU
AL
LIEV
R

"X(_BZC WTWG BZVEB SVW CUHYVSC |
CRDVJIJQ FYCVB BZTWFX VWG XUVJJ—

Yeuterday’s Cryptoguote: ABHOR THAT WHICH IS EVIL:
CLEAVE TO THAT WHIGH IS GOOD- NEW Teerameng

Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Ine.

AND, AS A PRISONER IN BONDS, 1 COULD )

AL NG T T e ]
. TO SAV

ME FROM A FANCIED DISGRA :

| x\&\\// Vs

A = YoU'RE 617 T T 7]
GOING TO LIKE YOllf: =
FELLA /

THE
FEELING IS]
MUTUAL, SIR.




