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With confidence In our armed
forces—with the unbounding de-
termination of our people—we will
gain the inevitable triumph — so
help us God.

—Roosevelt’s War Message

is in a much worse situation than has been
revealed and Siberia is much weaker than
Stalin has allowed to become known,

— miE—e s
He Can’t Conquer Them

The rebellion against Hitler in Europe is
evidenced by the increasing forces actually
warring on Nazi forces in occupied lands and
by increasing exectitions by Nazi firing squads.

Either, alone, shows how bitterly subjugated
but unconguered men are fighting for their
freedom. Together they write a story to stir
the hearts of free men everywhere.

In Hungary 16 officers have been excuted
within the last‘few days for plotting revolt
in the army. In Greece 100,000 guerrillas are
preying on German, Italian and Bulgarian
armies of occupation and practicing costly
sabotage. A thousand German soliders are re-
ported to have been killed when one guerrilla
detachment blew up a troop train.

Norway's clergy and teachers, denied the
right to practice their professions. have turmed
themselves into guerrilla bands, killing more
than 400 Nazis in less than three months.

The strongest opposition to Nazi domination
is led by General Mihailovitch, at the head
of Chetnic Serbian forces in the Bosnian
mountains. Hitler is forced to maintain 24 di-
visions of regular soldiers on a combat footing
against Mihailovitch, whose own strength is
being increased by Bulgarian and Rumaniar
troops who have refused to fight with the
Germans on the Russian front. The magni-
tude of this guerrilla war may be guessed
by the fact that Axis occupation forces have
executed more than 465,000 Serbs, And still
the war goes on; still Mihailovetch dauntlessly
leads his men to new and greater battles.

In Austria the Nazis are compellad to wage
constant war against ‘'slackers and absentees”
in inzustries working on Hitler war orders.

Star-NewsProgram |

l'o aid in every way the prosecution o’ |
the war to comnlete victory.

Public Port Mlerminals. ‘

Pertected Iruck and Berry Preserving |
and Marketing kacilities |

Seaside Highway trom Wrightsville i
Beacn to Bald Head lsland.

Exiension ot City Limits.

35 koot CLape Fear River channe:,
wicer Tlurning Basin, with ship lanes
into wndustrial sites along Eastern bank
suldh ol Wilmington.

Paved River HRoad to Southport, via
O:ten Plantation.

Development of Pulp Wood Production |
through sustained-yield methods through- |
out Southeastern North Carolina. l

U.unified Indusirial and Resort Promo- ll
\ional Agency, supported by one county- |
wide tax. |

Shipyards and Drydocks.

Negro health Center for Southeastern
North Carolina, developed around the
Community Hospital,

Adequate nospital facilities for white.

Junior High School

Tobacco Warehouses for Export Buy-
ers,

Development of native grape growing
throughout Southeastern North Carolina.

Modern Tuberculosis Saratorium.

—

TOP O° THE MORNING

{ weuld not have us think our years a
weight,

something to bear with till our days are
done.

Fhe same kind Hand, so wrongly termed
our fate,

Will lead us gently till our race is run, . .

I shall not fear my usefulness is o’er,

I will be eager for some little thing

To do or say that makes my living more

Than the mere waiting for the curfew ring.

And so, please God, I'll fill each welcome
day

Full of the best gleaned from a hallowed

past,

Crown a long life, as is the better way,

With something worth the doing till the
last!

—'Ye Olde Folk.”

genarian.

Writlen by an Octo-

Ve

Japan And Siberia

It has been declared the Russian onslaught
in the Kharkov battle has been so heayy that
Hitler has sent word to the Japanese to launch
an offensive against Siberia at once as a
means of relieving the pressure on his forces
in south Russia.

The rumor may be true or false. Because
it originated in Switzerland, it might be an-
other piece of Nazi propaganda designed to
lull the United Nations into a fanciful dream
picturing Hitler's armies in actual collapse
in the Donets basin.

Be that as it may, it is hard to believe
Japan in a position to undertake a major
action in Siberia. It is far easier to believe
that Japan would lose more than il could
possibly gain by a campaign there now.

The forces of Japan are widely scattered
throughout south Asia, engaged in the task
of holding areas already overrun and seeking
new conquests. In addition, Japan is
broadening her attack on China, thrusting in
half a dozen directions simultaneously. And,
what is more important from the United Na-
tions viewpoint, is suffering tremendous loss-
es both®in men and equipment, so that the
call for reinforcements and fresh supplies is
heard perpetually in Tokyo.

Japan may have enough reserves to under-
take a major offensive in Siberia, but it is
very doubtful, And Russia is not liable to
withdraw enough of her forces from Siberia,
or to have done so, to weaken her defenses
there. One must needs be credulous indeed to
believe that the Japanese would venture
across the Siberian border, for the easement

| facturing output.
| Austria ‘“so glad” to be affiliated with the |

There has been a sharp decrease in manu-
Because he has declared |

reich he is very careful that no word of ex-
ecutions leaks out.

The great Skoda munitions plant in Czech-
oslovakia is producing at only 40 per cent cap-
acity. Not even a Nazi guard at every fifth
machine can halt the sabotage which goes
on in the plant. Nor could the Nazis prevent
destruction of a power plant which put the
whole works out of commission for two weeks.

Even in Rumania native guerrillas have
wrecked a German troops train, f{red a Nazi
oil train and raided a German barracks. And
little Luxemburg is contributing a quota to
the population of Nazi concentration camps
because the new tenants engaged in
Nazi activities,

Hitler could wrest their lands from these
peoples. He can't stop their fight.

v

Interest Focuses On Yunnan

anti-

Burma is lost for the United Nations, but
the Chinese under General Stilwell, with heavy
air support, are doing a good job in Yunnan
province, where what was intended as a one-
week conquest by the Japanese has
thrown off schedule.

It is still to be seen if the enemy can be
completely routed, thus suffering its first
major defeat on land. Stilwell has air su-{
periority, it seems, but it is not known if he
also has enough troops and mechanized equip-
ment to complete the task he has thus far
done with splendid success.

Yunnan is vital to ultimate United Nations
victory in the Pacific war because, among
other things, its wealth in natural resources is
tremendous. Big as New England, it has been
notable in recent years for its large pro-
duction of tin, with exports amounting to $21,-
000,000. In addition it contains huge quantities
of coal, iron, gold, antimony, tungsten and
lead, all vastly important in the production of
war tools,

When Japan began to overrun China in-
numerable small industries were set up ir
Yunnan, from which Generalissimo Chiang
Kai-shek has drawn great supplies of equip-
ment. None of these plants has been large,
but in the aggregate their production has been
immensely helpful. Yunnan was chosen for
these enterprises because of its isolation no
less then because of its mineral deposits.

If the Sino-Japanese war had followed its
original pattern, Yunnan would have been
among the last areas in China to be attacked.
But because Japan changed the pattern of
war by sweeping southward following the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, Yunnan became an
early objective as a part of the Burma cam-
paign and the attempt to force China out of
the war with the closing of the Burma road.
Because of its strategic and industrial worth,
it is to be expected that General Stilwell will
make heroic efforts to hold it. His success
will depend upon his ability te increase the
forces under his command. He enjoys one ad-
vantage, in this battle, which has not accrued
to United Nations commanders in all other
battles in that area. His principal dependence
for victory rests upon Chinese troops who, of
all soldiers engaged in the Pacific war, know
best how to fight and beat the Japanese, and
upon American fliers, whose intrepididy and
skill in action and daring in attack has bgen
one of the greatest marvels of the conflict,

Ve
A Strange Bottleneck

The petroleum industry has developed a
strange sort of bottleneck, with production
falling off simultaneously with curtailed sup-
plies in the Atlantic coastal area.

The bottleneck is peculiar in that there is
neither a shortage in available supply, means
of producing it, men to operate the pumps or
refineries to crack it into its component parts.

It exists as a consequence of U-boat tanker

been

adequate transportation from producing fields
to consumers on the Eastern seaboard.

It is the more indefensible because the field
of transportation has not been fully examined
nor all means of transport utilized. With thou-
sands of barges available, but idle, it cannot
be justly claimed that the petroleum situation
has been wisely handled.

However, the boftleneck does exist, produc-
tion is far below that of last year at this
time, and because petroleum is a vital in-
gredient of the war effort, it is up to gov-
ernment to seek the solution in something
more potent than public rationing,

The New York Times shows how production
stands in this brief article:

Reflecting the disruption in the tanker
movement of oil to the East Coast, opera-
tions in the petroleum industry continue to
decline, Based on the weekly figures of
the American Petroleum Institute, opera-
tions for the industry as a whole are
about 20 per cent less than a year ago.
Because of the seasonal demand for gas-
oline, production of crude oil and refinery
operations usually are at a high operating
rate at this period of the year. However,
according to the last week’s figures of the
institute, crude oil runs to stills were
470,000 barrels daily less than the run of
3,876,000 barrels a year ago, while crude
oil production was 211,950 barrels below
the output of 3,756,100 in 1941. With ra-
tioning in the East going into effect today,
the industry does not look for any im-
provement until methods of transportation
to take the place of tankers supplying
the East have been developed to the
fullest extent. Gasoline stocks for the
country as a whole are at record levels
and there is no shortage of crude oil pro-
duction nor refinery facilities,

— e
High Administration Cost

There may be good reason why the cost
of administering the Agricultural Conservation
program is about four times as high in New
Hanover county as for the state of North Car-
olina and nearly 15 times Breater than in
Dare county. But what that reason may be
does not readily meet the eye,

The discrepancy was brought to public at-
tention by Senator Byrd of Virginia, chair-
man of the Senate committee on reduction of
non - essential expenses, during the Senate’s
consideration of the appropriation bill for the
Department of Agriculture. The figures he
placed on the record show New Hanover's
cost is 44.1 per cent, Dare's 3.5 per cent,
and for the state 11.9 per cent.

Some explanation is in order, naturally, And
if it is not satisfactory some revision is also
in order.

Senator Byrd is making a valiant fight for
reduction in needless expenditures by govern-
ment. Substantia] reductions in non-war spend-
ing are needed. Without them the American
people will find their tax bills soon above
their ability to pay, even at heavy sacrifices.
Mr. Byrd deserves every aid in his fight the
people can give him.

Particularly he needs the help of the people
of New Hanover county in this matter of con-
servation costs, It will have to be a very
good reason indeed to justify expenses four
times higher than for the state.

V——

Washingt:)n Daybook

(Last Of A Series)
By JACK STINNETT

WASHINGTON, May 17 — Leon Henderson,
chief of the Office of Price Administration,
is Washington’s no-man, and I think he loves
it.

Being only about 5-feet-6 and weighing more
than 200 pounds, triple chins and all, Hender-
son looks soft but don't let that fool you.
He's as tough as that proverbial boot. He
can hit with his fists just as hard as he can
with his mind, and that’s hard because with
the latter he has bowled over about as many
congressional committees and Washington
critics as any man in the capital.

L )

IT WASN'T ‘no” that brought Henderson in-
to the government nine years ago. It was that
much more expressive slang expression,
‘nuts.” After he had said it publicly a few
times in referring to the late Gen, Hugh
Johnson’s NRA, the grizzled old chief of the
recovery act said in effect, *“if you are so
darned smart, come on down here and prove
it.” Henderson did. He has been around ever
since, doing a score of chores, every one of
which has involved yelling an emphatic ‘“no’”
at a lot of important people.

As head of the Office of Price Administra-
tion, with the new price control law now in
effect, he is saying ‘no”’ to more people than
any other man in the United States,

Without detracting at all from the credit
due Bernard Baruch, that grand old man of
World War I who is one of the President's
closest advisers in World War II, I think the
price contro] act can be called Leon Hender-
son’s baby. Last year when overwork had
forced a vacation in Puerto Rico, Henderson
met Harry Hopkins on the latter’'s way back
from London and the story goes that out of
that session, with Henderson doing most of
the talking, came the anti-inflation drive.

* L] *

BARUCH already had been preaching it and
his idea was an absolute over-all ceiling on
everything, wages included, Henderson argued
that it should be done piecemeal. But in spite
of the difference of opinion, Baruch told con-
gress and the administration that Henderson
was the man for the job.

When the hearings on the bill opened before
the house banking committee, there were a lot
of axes being sharpened for Henderson in
congress. When they were over, he had the
job. There wasn't any question too silly, nor
any too complex for the one-time professor
of economics, For weeks, the newsmen were
commenting on his patience and somebody re-
called that among those 14 jobs he held to
work his way through college, cne was tend-
ing babies.

Henderson was born of poor parents in Mill-
ville, N. K., 47 years ago. He worked his way
through high school and collége, He taught at
Swarthmore, his alma mater, and at the Unij.
versity of Pennsylvania. He went into the
army in 1917 as a private.*came out a captain.

- *

IN Washington, he probably is the govern-
ment’s most unorthodox bigwig. His capacity
for work is prodigious. He arrives at hig
(now sometimes steaming) office in one of
the government’s shoddy temporary buildings
an hour or two before his staff. He’s always
there when they are gone. He frequently ap.

ofHitler's position in Russia, unless Hitler
i 7

sinkings and an alleged shortage of other

swers hisfown phone and in spite of the tre-

/

| est home in Washington and a cot-

/

ANOTHER CHANCE FOR THE ROLE OF HONOR

As Others Say It

ROAD ACROSS PANAMA
Completion of the new concrete
highway across the Isthmus of
Panama, paralleling the c anal,
ends an astonishing anomaly.
Heretofore there has been no high-
way across the isthmus and the
only means of travel from ocean to
ocean was through the canal by |
boat or by the Panama railway.

Not until a couple of years ago
did the great strategic value of a
motor highway override traditions

and red tape in the zone. The Pan-
ama railway, which is owned by
the United States, had the power
to veto construction of a highway.
This it did. There were besides
natural engineering difficulties.
Today, with the completed high-
way, the canal is in better position |

for defense.—Kansas City Times.
» - -

Raymond Clapper Says:

Congressmen Being So
Stupid About Gasoline

BY RAYMOND CLAPPER

WASHINGTON, May 17.—A Gov-
ernment official says the Army is
switching from rubber to steel
treads on tanks. That means
loss of 10 per cent in speed. But
the rubber shortage makes it nec-
essary to thus slow down the speed
of our tanks. lgress.

You would think that Senators * % x
and Representatives, knowing what| The Senate majority leader,
a desperate effort must be made |Barkley, instead of appealing to
to save rubber and gasoline, and |his colleagues to help save gaso-
to release tankers from carrying|line, flies into a rage when Sena-
fuel to the armed forces, would be 'tor Downey of California asks the
the first fo co-cperate. Senators to waive their rights and

Yet on the same day that this|pledge themselves to restrict their
disclosure was made about taking|use of gasoline, Barkley says some

special privilege.

They are handing out personal
abuse to rationing officials and are
denouncing the press for reporting

unlimited gasoline cards.

IN THE CYCLE OF HISTORY

History is repealing itself. On
Page 553, Volume III, of ‘‘Marl-
borough: His Life and Times,” by
the prime minister, you will find
these words: ‘““We have now reach-
ed the culmnation of the
eighteenth century world war. . . .
We have witnessed a spectacle,
so moving for the times in which
we live, of a league o ftwenty-six
signatory states successfully re-
sisting, and finally overcoming, a
mighty coherent military despot-
ism.”"—From a letter in the Lon-
don (Eng.) Times.

* * L

LAVAL AND HIS SPONSORS

It would be eminently appropri-|
ate, we submit, for that ineffable
stalesman and staunch champion
of human liberties, Pierre Laval,
to conclude his broadcasts from
Vichy to the unhappy people of
France with the familiar line,
‘‘And now a word from my spon-

luse of their automobiles.

|some of them
| gasoline users after all.

rubber treads off of tanks, Sena-|newspapers are trying to under-
tors and Representatives Were |mine faith in Congress and adds
|staging an obscene spectacle in defiantly that “I am going to lake
|demanding the right to unlimited whatever I am entitled to witiout
apology.”

. —
Rep. Faddis of Pennsylvania
holds out for his right to unlirnited
use of gasoline to campaign back
home in spite of “any nitwitted
bureaucratic clerk to the contrary.’
He and the whole horde of them
are indulging in an orgy of morale-
destroying chatter. Rep. Lelang
Ford of California says in the
House that it is time Congress
showed tney “were not gomng to
take orders from the bureaucrats
downtown.” That’s outspoken defi.
ance of Government authority,

Rep. Wilson of Indiana, evidestly
nauseated by this line of talk, chal-

I have a lot of sympathy with
the need of Senators and Represen-
tatives to get around, and am far
less inclined to question the mile-
age they pile up than I am the
spirit—the selfish, obstructive sair-
it—they display in claiming unlim-
ited privileges. Fortunately they
are being so stupid in this that a
number of them are apt to pay
for it dearly at the hands of indig-
nant voters. We'll find out that
are not essential

* ® %

The very men to whom the whole
country looks to set an example
and to encourage the publiz to ac-
cept the personal inconveniences
needed to help win the war are
doing exactly the reverse. Instead
of trying to co-operate they are

for Congressmen. He was saying
that it was hardly a eredit to men
in their positions when Rep. Hoff-
man of Michigan jumped up and,

sors’'—Roanoke (Va) Times.

cackling like wet hens to hold their | Y declaring the remarks improp-

er, cut Wilson off from further dis-
cussion.

The Literary GuidePOSt ' The numbe: 0; u;limited cards

By JOHN SELBY
“FLOODS OF SPRING,” by Hen-
ry Bellamann (Simon & Schuster:
$2.50.)

There is a peculiar somethiag
about Henry Bellamann’s ‘‘Floods
of Spring” that cannot be explain-
ed very well. This would be why
you believe in the novel when ihe
chief character is not believable
himself. But you do believe, strong-
ly enough.

Mr. Bellamann's chief character
is a man named Peter Kettring,
Peter served in the Union army

through the War Between the
States. He left the army dissatis-
fied and dissillusioned, and after
a time he decided that the dark
urge within him was toward free-
dom. He married a Pennsylvania
Dutch girl and at once took her
with him to Missouri. There he
bought a farm on the north bank
of the Missouri river, and {here
he tried to build himself a small
kingdom. He wanted, like Greta
Garbo, to be alone,

mendous pressure of work, is prob-
ably easier to see than any other
big official in Washington.

He has a charming wife and
three children. They have a mod-

tage on Chesapeake Bay near An-
napolis. The family, a bridge
game, a mandolin, singing, a bot-
tle of beer, and fishing are Hender-
son’s chief recreations. Time and
work permitting, those are the
things to which he doesn’t say

being issued is so unexpectedly
large that the allowance on all
other cards may have to be cut S0
there will be enough fuel for the
unlimited cards. :

The attitude of these Senators
and Representatives makes one’s
blood boil. But more than that, 1t
makes you solemnly wonder for
the future of Congress. This is
symptomatic like the pension grab
last winter. The retirement scheme
was not vicious in itself and had
much to commend it but Congress
stupidly trieq to sneak it through
at the very time the country was

“Floods of Spring” is the story
of Peter’s campaign agauist the
world, and of its effect con the
lives of his wife, his twn sons,
the girls these sons loved, and the
neighborhood as a whole. His wife
and his younger son died because
of him. His neighbors distrusted
the hard-shelled Yankee in their
midst. Slowly he bound himself in
chains which existed in his own
mind, and only with the greatest
difficulty was he saved in the end.

The strange thing is that by any
reasonable analysis I ean devise,
Mr. Bellamann's central figure
simply could not have acted the
way he did. Peter was not stupid,
yet for the best years of his life !
Mr. Bellamann makes him act as
only a stupid man could act. He
knew what he wanted, and again
and again he did things to his
family and his neighbors which pre: '
vented his getting what he wanted.
And this seems not only futile, but
unlikely,

Just the same, it is not easy to
read “Floods of Springs” without
being caught up on the crest and
f:arried along. When this haprens,
1t is pretty likely to be because
the writer himself truly believed,
and probably that is the reason

fices.

Popular resentment was so
strong that some members already
have been defeated on the issue.
More are likely to bite the dust,
especially now that Senators and
Representatives have blundered
again by this destructive and stupid
conduct with regard to the gaso-
line ration. 3
V.

Factographs

Before a United States battleship
can fire a salvo from her 15-inch
guns alcohol enough to provide
anti-freeze for the radiators of 198
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