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Errand for

By Malcolm Tayior

THE STORY: Capt. Ray-
mond Imhof, Q-74, U, S. Army
Intelligence, has been assign-
ed to follow clew-trail of En-
z_ell. Q-49, leading to certain
iImportant information which
Enzell has been unable to bring
out of Germany. The plane
from which Imhof was to para-
chute into enemy territory is
Iqrced down. He discovers the
pilot is a girl, They make their
way toward Boppard.

L )
THE CLEW
CHAPTER XIV

Without Pat the next two days
would have seemed interminable
to Imhof’s patience, but she made
them pass agreeably, almost swift-
ly. They had to sleep in barns, in
sheds. She made it fun, an ad-
venture. By deft little feminine
touches that he appreciated but
could not analyze she added grace,
even savor, to their rough meals.

When they did reach Boppard,
Imhof went straight to the post-
office, soon followed by Pat. They
ignored each other. He queued up
on the proper line, she wrote at
an adjacent table. Her warning
signal was to be a loud tearing
up of her paper.

When his turn came at the win-
dow Imhof's jaws worked, like
a confirmed stutterer's, over a
soundless Yo-Yo for the first syl-
lables of Johannes, then exploded
in a triumphant HANN’S. ‘“Tsay-
T-say-Tsay,” he stammered pain-
fully, stumbling over the German
Z. “T-say - Tsay - Zellen, Zellen,
Zellen,” he got out, then stuck,
tongue cleaving to palate, jaw
quivering convulsively, eyes gog-
gling with the effort of speech.

“What name?"” the clerk asked
sharply, looking at him no less
sharply.

Imhof missed the sharpness of
neither look nor tone. For all
bis pretended absorption of the
stutterer in the labor of articula-
tion he noted the clerk's half turn
towards an open door on the left.
Cleaving tongue tore loose from
palate in an explosive ‘‘—dorfer"

that drowned out Pat’s paper
tearing. ‘“‘Zah-Zahlendorfer,”” he
brought out with beaming tri-

umph. *J - Johannese Zahlendor-
fer.”

The clerk hesitated.

“You can identify yourself?"

“Ja, ja,”
ducing the necessary papers. The
clerk scanned them, looked at
Imhof again, then from the Z cor-
respondence handed Imhof his
own pair of letters.
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Outside Imhof and Pat compar-

ed notes. Neither had spotted a
Gestapo man, but plainly there
was one in the offing. The Zellen
letter, therefore, probably existed.
But was it here in Boppard? To
answer that wvital question they
would have to break into the post-
office.

The one - story building, how-
ever, would be a tough nut fo
crack. All the doors and locks
were strong. all the windows were
heavily barred. The skylight in
the roof, Imhof decided, was the
sole point of attack.

In the afternoon he shopped
Boppard for a length of light rope
and some strips of strong but
flexible celluloid. Late that night
he and Pat climbed up on the
postoffice roof and set to work.
If forced to, he meant to break
the window, leaving a stone on
the floor inside to suggest boyish
mischief. But after some work he
inserted a celluloid strip over the
window stop, on through the crack
between sash and frame, up
against the beveled tongue of .the
lateh, then sprung it. In another
minute they had slid down the
rope into the mail department,
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stammered Imhof, pro—!

Q-74

and made for the Poste Restante
rack.

Controlling the trembling of his
hands — for if the letter were in
the safe he would be checkmated
—Imhof sorted the Z letters by
the light of his masked torch.
Pat gasped. Hans Zellen! The
letter! Clipped to it was an offi-
cial card headed ACHTUNG! and
VERBOTEN, “If called for,”” the
card instructed, “‘immediately no-
tify Gestapo representative on the
premises.” The envelope had been
opened and resealed. I was post-
marked Stuttgart, date illegible.

Imhof removed clip and card,
then without opening the en-
velope got the letter out by in-
serting a length of wire.

He spread out the sheet, looked
at it eagerly, and his face fell.

“Jan K. Stolz, Poste Restante,
Bingen,"” he read.

"I‘hat, and a little, roughly drawn
diamond enclosing the numeral 1
was all that the paper bore.

LI A

Imhof maneuvered the letter
back into the envelope and re-
stored it to the rack, with clip
and card, just as he had found it
Then he and  Pat left the building
as they had entered.

“Let's get out of Boppard,” said
Imhof, “I've got to think. Mind
walking a bit?"

Pat didn’t and the sleeping town
Was soon behind them as they
headed for Bingen. While they
walke:d they . discussed Enzell's
cryptic message. Obviously it did
not mean what it said. But what
it did mean had Imhot stumped.
Presumably it had stumped the
Ggstapo also. Anyhow, they cer-
taitnly wanted fo catch the claim-
ant,

“Jan K. Stolz,”” Imhof brooded

over and over. ‘“Ace of dia-
monds?"' They had long fallen
silent. “What did Enzell mean?"”
He halted, groaning.
. “Maybe I can think better keep-
ing quiet."” He flung himself down
and concentrated. No good. Mav-
be if he closed his eyes. The writ-
ing on the paper danced derisive-
ly before him. He sprang up and
went on, but the more he cudgeled
his wits the duller they seemed
to become,

“I thought I was fairly smart,
Pat,"” he cried at last, “but I ean't
even reach first base on this."”

He stopped as though shot.

First base! A diamond and a
| One!

_As in a kaleidoscope when it
is stopped, the whirling pieces of
|the puzzle fell into place.
(To Be Continued)
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| Characters and situations in

SALES STUDENTS
WORK IN STORES

Youths Are Given Oppor-
tunity To Put Classroom
Training Into Use

The fifteen students studying
the new course in distributive ed-
ucation offered this year at New
Hanover High school, are now en-
gaged in part-time sales work in
a diversified list of local stores,
Miss Edna L. Fussell, coordina-
tor, said Saturday.

According to Miss Fussell, the
group has already been introduced
to such sales techniques in the
classroom as customer approach-
es, background of retailing, tele-
phene usage, and personal ap-
pearance and they are now be-
ing given an opportunity to dem-
onstrate what has been learned.
The youths work on a stipulated
galary scale.

The students are working at
Belk’s, Penney's, Efird's, Wool-
worth’s, McLellan's, Sally shop,
Wonder shop, Stanley jewelers,
Vaught dental laboratory, Foy-
Roe, and the A & P store.

According to Miss Fussell, plans
have been mapped for training
large unmbers of students for
cduty in local establishments at
Christmas. Last year, the High
school furnished over 300 work-
ers, none of whom were specifi-
cally trained. Through the pre-
employment training system to be
used in the coming  season, it
is hoped that complaints on the
part of the buying public and er-
rors on the part of the sales-
workers will be reduced.

Merchants who expect to use
High school youths at Christmas,
are requested to call the distri-
butive education department, tel-
ephone 20371, Isaac Bear school.

Future plans by Miss Fussell
call for the establishment of in-
service ftraining classes among
down-town store groups by the
beginning of the new year.

ot B
Czech Reports Germans

Fearful Of Losing War

LONDON, Oct. 168 —I®B— A
Czech who recently escaped from
Germany sald today that fear of
losing the war is predominant in
the minds of most Germans,
while others believe some sort
of colossal stroke is being prepar-
ed against Great Britain in re-
taliation for air raids against the
Reich.

This report was made through
the Czechoslovak Press bureau
by a Cech Intellectual who fled
Nazi prison where he had been
interned for more than three

this story are fictitious. Re- |years. His name was not reveal-
semblance to actual persons or |ed.
happenings is coincidental. He said that early in Septem-
e | ber, while he was making his way
The term baker's dozen dates|to freedém, he heard rumors
back to early days in England|that the Nazis had developed a
when tradesmen, fearing anti-| new multiple mortar or rockets
fraud laws, often gave 13 articles|thrower with a purported range
to a dozen. of up to 200 miles.
(e
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oS =~ [NEXTEAINTHEIRIONIOR] 28 Indian native
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26 Midday 12 Shrewd 3¢ Artificial 48 Symbol for
29 Musical 13 Paid notice language iron %
instrument 2 q S e |
32 Station
" (abbr.) e ~ il
34 Master of 3
) ceremonies™ |2 G 2 o
. J(abbr) % I ]
35 Force (Latin) i
36 Slight flaps 20 1 <
38 Eject —
41 gurrel:cadat ” .
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‘44 Onward % L) [ i
45.5ea eagles . 28" 30 3
46 White poplar
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49 Splasher 7
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t] Persian /. g 5 nm|
. -governor.
2 Kind of nar- "% 1
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“Regurersd U3 Patert Dities By STANLEY

OLD HOME TOW
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DIFFERENT

COPTRNT. (ML BNV PEATYRES FYNDICATE Dw WORLD RIGHTE AZUZRVID

JAKE_ THAT JUST GIVES You
A ROUGH IDEA Kow YolR BoOY
ERNIE FEELS WHEMN HE MAKES
A'NOSE LANDING” DowA AT
THE ARMY GLIDER SCHooL.,

~ PLACES

BLONDIE

DO YOU MEAN TO

YOU GET REAL HONEY §
FROM THOSE BEES 2 o

SAY

DO You
WANT TO
SELL ONE
OF THOSE

HIVES ?

V> WOULD YOU BE
INTER%SNTED IN SOME

Lo 220, 0 P 9 e, et e e

BARNEY GOOGLE AND SNUFFY SMITH

By Billy DeBeck _

FER

1 MONEST WIUN,  FOLLOW ME SMTH: LOOK Y BONLOWRONS| [ sassw N/ NEAR-TOO BAD
SECONT \DOTENDRANT, “ 2 HEP: CERGEANT SNITH \NONT WE CORCH | | & SECOND LoO\e ! T WASNT B
THEM DEROGGERY WEP- \S SHAKING T NOW 2 NMAN ALIVEY, COLONEL OR SUMP'N
RENMARKS T NADE, HEP LIKE A LEaE ™™ SARGE HE NWGHT WA
WOZA'T \NTENDED — . \Sa GOT QNAY WITH

TWENTY NEARS
W TW BR\G

IT WAS NICE OF You BoYs To  { THEYRE AT ZULA'S
| ESCORT ME TO ZULA'S PARTY -~
'l 'BUT WHERE ARE JUNE AND HILDA?

GET THE
9 2.

e

HELPING TO
CHOW READY /

-

DID You BOMS INVITE ME
BECAUSE YOU FELT SORRY
FOR. ME 2

!

l OUR_FAVORITE

AND IF L TAUGHT
CLASSES IN

FLATTERY -

TEACHER /

Bl

By Blosser

— <
THATS SWEET -~~~

YOU'D EACH 6:14

i\

!

' =¥ TAMERVILLE cagy
BRONSONIAN INSTIryToE . GOOD HEAVENS! SURE,
ELBERT WONMUG TO AMOS
BRONSON..-

GO AHEAD...

THAT? YOU'VE GOT THE
GENGHIS KHAN SWORD?

£ WE CAN READ CHINESE!
HOLD EVERYTHING -
WE'LL COME RIGHT AWAY!

0-76 —J_J_.
ALLEY OOP By Hamlin

BY GEORGE, ALLEY!
TS MIGHTY GOOD

(ALL RIGHT, DOC! BUT 1 DON'T

OH, ITs A PRETTY GOOD STICKER,

TO SEE YOU AGAIN'\ GUESS IT'S NUTHIN' T'GET r
BUT WHAT'S ALL
THIS ABOUT AN
% k\ ANCIENT CHINESE
%5

SWORD ?

50 EXCITED ABOUT!
=K

A

ALL ASOARD
FOR PLANET X /A THINIK

AFTER WEEKS OF HARD LABOR, WE
FINALLY COMPLE TED REFRRIRS ON OUR SHIR -

DO YOL
OLD AGE

HERE=-IF WE

S \M

IF SHE DOESN'T,
WE'LL SPEND OUR

READY,DUSTY 7

RIGHT ‘

( READY, WILMA P =~

£ A
BRACE YOURSELVES! |
MNO TELLING WHAT'LL [
HAPPEN WHEN I TURN
. \ ONTHE FLY-JUICE/ z

By Brandon Walsh

GEE, ZERO,ITS AFTER
TWELVE OCLOCK=—
TODAY IS TOMORROW

@ ALreADY—

"

'™ SO HAPPY ANEXCITED
THINKIN' 'BOUT OUR NEW
ACT STARTIN' TODAY, |
JUST COULDNT GO TO
A SLEEPAT ALL—

BUT EVERYTHING IS SO WONDER
FUL, I'M SCARED THAT MAYBE
I'M ONLY DREAMING

A SWELL

AN PLEASE LET ZERO
REMEMBER HOW TO DO
ALLHIS TRICKS-THEN
EVERYTHING WILL BE
JUST LOVELY -

MY! MY!
WHAT HE WiLL BE
_ WHEN HE GROWS UP

SN |'\j
BN\

THE LITTLE
BLIGHTER'S 4OT
ALL THE INSTINKS OF

BLACKMAILER, IF

YOU ASK ME,
GUV'NOR.

I 'AVE TO
KEEP GIVIN'
HIM THINGS
TO KEEP

HIM QUIET.

HE
ALWAYS
SMILES

WHEN HE

SEES ME.

YUS-HE DCES KNOW
SOMETHIN' FUNNY
WHEN HE SEES
T, QUV'NOR.
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