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LAST ODER LINE
BROKEN BY REDS

(Continued frem Page One)

of Swinemuende, citadel guarding
the main ship pass into Stettin bay
through the Kaiser canal between
Wollin and Usedom islands.

The simultaneous drives to Guel-
zow, Cammin and Pribbernow in-
vested on three sides the only Ger-
man bridge across the bay, that
which runs onto Wollin island at
YWollin town 10 miles southwest of
Cammin. Wollin has rail and high-
way connections to Swinemuende.

The Soviet communique report-
ed the capture of more than 60
towns southwest and west of Dan-
zig as Russian armies redoubled
their efforts to clean up the Bal-
tic pockets, which stretch as far
east as Latvia. More than 1,000
were killed on Tuesday alone south-
west of Koeslin, where Rokossov-
gky's troops had reached the sea.
" Indicating the coniinued desper-
ate resistance of the isolated Ger-
mans, the Soviets called on bomb-
ers of the Red Air Force last
night to soften up positions in the
Koenigsberg area.

Other bomber formations blasted |
Stettin, only 14 miles form Soviet
spearheads on Zhukov's wesiern
flank. Many fires and explosions
resulted.

Moscow dispatches said Soviet
field guns were now within range
of Stettin from points both north
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Americans Take Cologne;

Third Racing To Rhine

(Continued from Page One)

head, “was not the last-stand, do-
or-die defense that had been ex-
pected. Cologne is no Aachen man-
ned by a garrison prepared to
fight house to house and street to
street.”
There was no escape for the sur-
viving Nazis across any of the
five bridges over the Rhine at
Cologne. All had been destroyed
by Allied bombings. Bonn, toward
whichk the remnants were retreat-
ing, is some 13 miles up the wind-
ing river from Cologne,
North of the stricken city, Amer-
ican forces cleared the Rhine all
the way to Neuss, opposite Dues-
seldorf, except for a small pocket
near - Zons, virtually ending the
fighting in that sector,
The only other enemy bridge-
head on the westbank of the Rhine
between Cologne and the Dutch
frontier was at Wesel, and it had
shrunk down to an area less than
eight miles wide by six deep. A
dispatech from Field Marshal Sir
Bernard L. Montgomery's head-
quarters said it had lost all but its
nuisance value.
British and Canadian big guns
shelling some 10,000 Nazi
troops in the constricted pocket
ang trying to kneck out their es-
cape bridges across the Rhine.
British troops pushed a mile and a
half up the Issum-Wesel road to-

and south of the city and presuma-
bly were hurling their explosives |
into Berlin’'s big Baltic outlet.
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day and approached the rail fown
of Alpen, only six miles from We-
sel. Canadians gained two miles
southeast of Sonsbeck and cleared
the western fringe of Bonning-
hardt forest.

American troops, after clearing
Rheinberg, mopped up the region
west of a railroad from Rheinberg
to Moores.

South of Cologne, the Germans
fought hard to hold open their cor-
ridor to Bonn, bringing up tanks
to hold the flank of the escape
route,

The veteran U. S. First Infantry
Division drove through Tripples-
dorf and Cardorf, within four and
a half miles of the Rhine and with-
in five miles of Bonn at the near-
est point. The Ninth Armored Di-
vision cleared six villages in an
eastward push from Euskirchen
and reached the edge of Oberdere
nine miles southwest of Bonn.

Farther south, Whitehead said,
the Germans simply were retreat-
ing, with Doughboys marching af-
ter them.

American troops captured a
large Ford factory just north of
Cologne. There was no immediate
report whether the plant had been
damaged by Allied bombings, but
a prisoner said it still was in op-
eration a few months ago.
Cologne itself was estimated to
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be 85 per cent destroyed from the
42,000 tons of bombs dropped on
it since May, 1942. More than 85
per cent of the old city. which em-
braces the cathedral, is a rubble
heap.

“Cologne looks like Stalingrad,”
an RAF officer told Whitehead.
“There are some 2,000 acres of
damage in the city. Cologne in-
dustry was spread through the cily
much like industries in Detroit.
The only way to attack the indus-
try was to destroy the city."”

CHURCHILL WALKS
ON GERMAN SOIL

(Continued from Page One)

Gen, William Simpson, Ninth Ar-
my Commander, how Juelich was
captured. o

Simpson had trouble convincing
Churchill that it would be unsafe
for him to visit the banks of the
Rhine itself at Duesseldorf.

“If they are shooting, you can
put me in a tank and I'll be all
right,” the Prime Minister urged.

But Simpson was adamant in his
refusal to risk the life of Britains
No. 1 statesman.

The tour included inspection of
the Siegfried Line defense instal-
lations in the Aachen area and
the points from which the Ninth
Army jumped off across the Roer
river in its great offensive.

At the Roer, the Prime Minister

left the car and walked across the
military bridge American engin-
eers had thrown up, listening as he
walked to an acecount by Simpson
and Montgomery on the February
23 attack.
When he reached the British-Ca-
nadian sector, his progress was
slowed considerably by throngs of
soldiers who lined the roads shout-
ing, “How are we doing?’ and
“Over the Rhine next!”

Seated beside Montgomery in the
staff car, Churchill beamed and
nodded in response and gave the
*V'" sign again and again.

When his party stopped south of
Goch, where the Prime Minister
got another viiew of the devasta-
tion visited on German towns in
the path of Allied advance, he en-
tered a gun-pit, wrote ‘‘to Hitler-
personal’’ on a shell with chalk and
fired it at the Rhine ferry ecrossing
at Xanten, miles away.

He grinned as the 360-pound shell
roared from the 240-mm. howitzer,

“I'm not responsible if it doesn't
get Hitler,” he joked. *‘The artil-
lery boys set the sights. I just shot
it off.”

To the correspondents who trail-
ed him through his tour, Churchill
said:

“I am deeply impressed with
the brave fighting of our boys, es-
pecially as I see what they fought
through. The enemy had a tremen-
dous defense advantage im the
Reichwald.”

And he gazed about him at the
formidable forest, the mire of the
roads and the mud and water of
the fields.

V.

1,000 PRISONERS
FREED BY YANKS

(Continued from Page One)

all directicns,” said Capt. Bernard
Nurre, Oakland, Calif. ‘Some ran
into the woods. Most came up the
road toward us. They tried to form
a column and mnarch in like sol-
diers but they were too weak.

*“Some had only one leg. Some
collapsed when they tried to
march. Bul when they walked past
me they tried to salute. A Rus-

sian saluted with the stump of an
arm, Boih arms were gone. He grin-
ned at me as he saluted.”

Nurre had been detailed to {ake
care of the prisoners, by the time
they reached a temporary shelier
he had prepared for them, their
line stretiched out for two miles.
Nurre collected all the jeeps he
could to take in the weakest. Med-

ical corns men did what they
could and the prisoners helped
each other. .

“They were the most miserable
lot I've ever seen,” Nurre said.
“But they were the happiest. They
smiled, laughed and cried, and
babbled thanks in five languages.”
The prisoners crowded into the
enclosure. American infantrymen
crowded round them, handing
them cigarets and candy.

“Then the same idea seemed to
hit all cur guys at once — those
other Joes were starving,” Nurre
said.

The infantrymen got out their
rations. They dumped them into
a pile, A French medical captain,
named camp commandant, ap-
pointed a commandant for each
national group, and the food was
distributad equally.

‘“Not one man wolfed his food,”
Nusre said. *The waited until
each man had his share to eat;
their first real meal in months.
“The ecmmandant stood up on
a box and gave them the lafest
news, Including the Russian ap-
proach to Berlin. Then the pri-
soners did something such as I
had never seen. The Yugoslavs,
Italians, Frenchmen and Poles
collected all the cigarets the Amer-
icans had given them and handed
them to the Russian camp com-
mandant in appreciation of the
Red Army’s victories. The Russi-
ans thanked them and handed back
the cigarets.

“I'm zlad my men had a chance
to  see these men, and their mis-
ery,” Col Conly said. “It will give
them a better picture of the Ger-

mans.”

LEGISLATURE GETS
LAST LOCAL BILLS

The main measure of local im-
port still to be presented to the
waning State legislature by Rep. J.
Q. LeGrand is the North Carolina

Ports Authority bill, framed by the
State Planning Board and forward-
ed to Mr. LeGrand yesterday by
Wilmington Port Commission of-
ficials for iniroduction on the floor
of the House of Representatives.

Five other bills were introduced
yesterday by Mr. LeGrand. They
related to the adjustment of cer-
tain county salaries and oi City
police and firemen’s pensions, to
the disposition of automobiles
seized by beverage-control officers
and to the regulations governing
chattel-mortgages.

The Ports Authority Bill was re-

viewed last Friday by City and
County officials and Port Commis-
sion members, who decided to en-
dorse it for passage by the legisla-
ture despite the fact that it carried
no provision for operating funds.
Since it embodies the findings of
State Planning Board members
who came to Wilmington to survey
port conditions at Goyernor R.
Gregg Cherry’s suggestion, copies
of the bill were sent to the gover-
or and to Felix A. Grisette, man-
aging director of the planning
board, as well as to Pat Taylor,
legislature liaison man.
Yesterday's submiitals to the
House by Mr. LeGrand included a
bill to ratify overpayments made
to elective officials of New Han-
over county during 1944.

Also introduced was an amend-
ment to the police pension act
which makes the act conform with
the firemen's pension act, giving
the police officers, on refirement,
one 1alf of their salaries, after 20
years service, and an increase of
one dollar per month for each
year's service thereafter. It also
carries a provision that any police
officer who has served more than
25 years may retire on his own
volition. This also applies to po-
licewomen.

A companion bill amends the
firemen's pension act so that in-
stead of a fireman receiving five
dollars per month for each five
year's service after 20 years, he
will receive one dollar per month
for each year's service in excess
of 20.

Rep. LeGrand submitted an
amendment to the General Statues
prohibiting any highway patrol-
man, sheriff, policeman or other
officer ofi the law {from turning

fiscated automobile that would in
any way defeat the General Stat-
ues tequiring that all wvehicles
seized for transportation of intoxi-
cating beverages should be sold
under condemnation wvroceedings
by the state court. It carries a
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WA C Speaker Acclaimed
At Rotarian’s Meeting

Introduced as a preliminary
speaker at yesterday’s luncheon
meeting of the Wilmington Rotary
club, Lt. Helen L. Madden, local
Women's Army Corps representa-
tive, put forth an appeal for Army
nurses and WAC medical corps-
women which induced the schedul-
ed main speaker, Chaplain (Col.)
Frank M. Thompson, of Bruns-
wick, Ga., to defer his own talk
as ‘“anticlimactic and irrelevant.”

He explained to Gardner D.
Greer, in charge of arrangements,
that he had intended to talk in
a lighter, semi-humorous vein, and
did not want to weaken the force
of Lt. Madden’s address.

Presented to the club members
by Mys. Hargrove Bellamy, one
of six North Carolina women chos-
en by Gov. R. Gregg Cherry to
serve as an advisory committee
on recruitment, Li. Madden began
her plea for WAC-Medics by sum-
marizing the cause for it in one
sentence.

“Our wounded'’ she said,
coming home to us faster
we can take care of them.”

Noting that it was public opin-
ion which had kept women out o}
the armed services thus far, Li.
IIadden told the Rotarians, *(ren-
tlemen, you are public opinion’,
and asked them to spearhead the
drive to bring qualified women into
the service. WAC-Medics, she ex-
plained, are servicewomen spe-
cially selected by pre-induction
testing and .trained in four
months’ intensive schoolin, for
hospital work as nurses’ assist-
ants.

Three of the sixteen women re-
quired rrom the Wilmington area
to meet the Army’s call for 8,000
WAC-Medics by March 20 already

‘“‘are
than

more than $1,000 for any violation
by any state law officer.

Also introduced was an amend-
ment to General Statues 45-1, re-
lating to chattel mortgages and
setting up in detail the form to
be used. It states that the clerk
of superior court and the register
of deeds shall receive for probat-
ing and registering the condition-
al sales agreement or retention of
title contract, the same legal fees

have enlisted, Lt. Madden said.
Even the passage of a Congres-
sional bill to draft nurses woul_d
not eliminate the need for this
contingen:, she made 'cleax_'. Ov-
erseas casualties arriving In the
United States mounted from an
average of 30,000 per month to 41,-
000 in January, and military au-
thorities expect continuing in-
creases. An estimated 600,000
Americans lie sick or wounded in
military hospitals at present, set-
ting a ratio of 26 patients to one
nurse.

Distributing to her listeners pho-
tographs of Army nurses ‘and
WAC-Medics at work in various
war-theaiers, Lt. Madden describ-
ed the qualifications set by the
Army for its newly-established
women's branch, Applicants must

50, she stated, must be reason-
ably free of conflicting responsibi-
lities and must be above reproach
in character, in view of the fact
that they are going to “work with
your sons, when these boys will
be at their lowest ebb, physically,
mentally and emotionally”.
Presided over by A. S. Grist,
president, the club entertained as
visitors Capt. Marion Broadnax,
Sam Ferguson, of Atlanta, Ga.,
the Rev. A. J. Howell, W. P. Con-

yers, Jr., of the Taylor-Colquitt
Co., and T. L. Johnson Jr. of
Clinton. Two Junior Rotarians,

Donald F. Davis and Wilton A.
Rankin, were introduced by T. T.

Hamilton.
The Rev. Mortimer Glover was
in charge of the program.
V. ’

Cherry Urges Citizens
To Aid Paper Campaign

RALEIGH, March 6—(3—Gov-
ernor Cherry today called on North
Carolinians to assist in the Gen-
eral JEisenhowesz-Boy Scout waste
paper campaign during March and
April.

His statement was made this aft-
ernoon when uniformed Raleigh
Scouts were received at his office
and presented with a token bundle
of waste paper from the executive
mansion.

that are now applicable to chattel
mortgages.

' Doctor’s HomeTrial For
BLACKHEADS, SKIN

| BLEMISHES, PIMPLES
: (Externally Caused)

| Dr. FRED Palmer’s Skin Whitener Ointment
| loosens blackheads for easy removal, helps dry

up ugly pimples and often fades skin blemishes
 if externally caused. Thousands praise it to the
| skies. Get f)r. FRED Palmer's Skin Whitener
| Ointment from any drug store. Only 25c. Start
| using it tonight asdirected. If the very first pack-
| age doesn't give you a clearer, smoother skin,
| return package to us for DOQUBLE YOUR

| MONEY BACK. Galenol Co., Box 264,

CANNING
TOMATOES

Housewives of Wilmington!
Save your ration stamps. Get
your ripe tomatoes for
Canning—

$2.00 Per Bushel

HANOVER
MUTUAL EXCHANGE

Wrightsboro, N. C,
Phone 2-1125
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EVANGELIST

AMER
SEE BETTER
Eyes Examined, Glasses Fitted

DR. W. A. KAMER

Optometrist
ulluck Buildin
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A new felt Hat, and neck-
tie will pep you up

Gibson's Haberdashery

North Front Street

CHURCH

GREAT REVIVAL CONTINUES

—WITH—

— AT THE —

South 4th and Marsieller Streels

You are cordially invited to hear this well known young
evangelist fearlessly proclaim the Word of God.

EACH EVENING — 7:45 P. M.
| SPECIAL MUSIC — GOOD SINGING

| V. D. COMBS, Pastor
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“Member Federal Home Loan Bay).
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OPTOMETRIST
. PHONE 4004
EYES EXAMINED — GLASSES FITTE]D

120 Princess Si,
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BARBEGUE

Wilmington Now Has A Modern Barbecue Place
Where You Get Genuine Wayne County Open Pit

BARBECUE

“DONE TO A TURN” — THE TASTIEST DELIGHT
YOU EVER HAD ANY PLACE

Served In A Clean, New Place Where Quality and Skill Add
To Your Enjoyment — Individual Servings.

® CURB SERVICE
(Also Barbecue Sandwiches) |

Soft Drinks -- Beer -- Hot (offee

NGLE INN

@ TABLES

5th and Greentield St.

| You’ fid your
Studebaker de: .r

W i o

THE months ahead may be hard going for many
motor cars and trucks—but you will find your
nearby Studebaker dealer alert as always 1o vour
transportation needs and alive to his obligations 10
his community and his country.

Despite losses of men to the armed services, Stude
baker dealers have mobilized their facilities and their
organizations to keep automotive equipment in good
shape. And they are also continually co-operating in all
programs to conserve cars, trucks, tires and gasoline.

If you don’t know your nearest Studebaker dealcr

you oughtto get acquainted. He’s a truly helpful citizen.

THE STUDEBAKER CORPORATION

Batson Mofor (o.

1102 Market Si. Telephone 4548

STUDEBAKER ... PEACETIME BUILDER OF FINE CARS AND TUCH
—
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