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Big Nations 
Power Faces 
Major Tests 

Veto Question And Voting 
Plan Are Scheduled 

For Hearing 
SAN FRANCISCO, May 17— 

The power of big nations to do 

as they please in enforcing 
f„ce moved along tonight toward 

{’“first major test in the United 

Nations conference. 

That test is coming up in one of 

*he conference committees which 

now are stepping up their pace in 

an attempt to finish drafting a 

“barter lor a new world organi- 

sation within another three weeks. 

The question of great nation 
—fn nower and an entire plan for 

voting on peace-preserving steps 

was under consideration in a com- 

mittee working on the structure 

of a proposed security council. 

The 11-member council will be the 

world organization’s strong-arm 
jgency, the one with the right to 

use armed might against aggres- 
sion. 

The committee has to decide 
whether each of the big five— 
Trance, Britain, China, Russia and 
the United States—will have the 

right to block peace-enforcement 
steps, against them reives or any 
other country. 

The whole charter appears to 
be shaping up along lines the Big 
Five might have cut out. 

But some small nations still are 

chipping away at the veto authori- 
ty. Some want to eliminate it en- 

tirely so far as it would apply to 
action seeking the peaceful set- 
tlement of disputes. They may win 
some concessions. 

Another committee, considering 
functons of an all-nationa general 
authority over selection Of a sec- 

retary general, who will be the 
principal official of the world or- 

ganization. But Russia has com- 

plained this committee overstep- 
ped its authority, and the question : 

whether it has jurisdiction in the 
matter has been referred to a con- : 
ference coordinating body for a ] 
decision. 

Top statesmen of the Big Five 
hunted for ways of speeding up ( 
the conference, continued a dis- 
cussion of issues, and hoped Mos- 

1 

cow would come through »oon on 
Russia's attitude, toward letting ; 
regional defense arrangements op- 
erate alongside the world organi- 
zation. 

A formal meeting of Big Five 1 

foreign ministers was suddenly 1 

called off, however, amid indica- ( 
-- « jci pieparea to 
state her position. 1 

The Russian position may deter- 
mine whether the proposed Amer- 1 
lean amendment to give status 
within the world organization to 
the inter-American defense system 1 

will be offered to a conference com- 
mittee tomorrow with the suport 
(Continued on Page Five; Col. 1) 

Nazi Prisoners 
Rebuild Europe 

PARIS, May 17.-W-German j Prisoners of wan by the thousand \ 
steady have begun paying in hard 
work and sweat the first installment : 
on their country’s huge debt to the \ 
■ 

or an(f one of their first tasks , is aimed squarely at the defeat of their former ally, Japan. 
ft. s»{as? as can processed 
me Nazi captives are being put 
,° Work under the eyes of Dough- ■ 

oy guards to speed the tremendous 
Job of transferring American troops ■ 

aM supplies to the Pacific. 
Skilled German workers are be- ] 

mg used to recondition and pre- ! 
P°re millions of items of equip- Ment for the great changeover, 

.i. thousands'of others are re- 
pairing roads over which the * 
American armies will flow to em- 
barkation ports. 1 

They are not getting much in * 

e way of pay, it is not in cash, 
1 

, 
h is Germany which eventual- 

1 

fy wull foot the bill. Enlisted men 
‘ 

get 80 cents a day if they work— 
etnerwise only 10 cents. The 10 ] cems is in the form of a canteen 
uowance. The rest is kept in j reaits, which a defeated Germany 1 

eventually will be required to take , 
ver and pay to her former sol- 

oiers. 

WEATHER 
(Eastern Standard Time) (By u. S. Weather Bureau) 

enXl!°r.oi°gical data for the 24 hours 
ng 7:30 p.m.. yesterday. 

Temperature 
ri p™',’1: 7:3° am. 75; 1:30 pm. 80; 

< 

81; Minimum 71! Mean 76; j 
Humidity 

|-3„ am. H; 7:30 am, 83; 1:30 pm, 69; ! 
pm, 88. i 

Tot-i PreciP*tation 1 

1.01 inches/*16 24 hoUrs ending 7:30 Pm- 

'inches166 *he f‘rst o£ the month> } 
(r,„ ,, 

T'des For Today 
*r. 5 r 

*he Tide Tables published by Coast and Geodetic Survey) t 
Wilmington 
- 

1 

Met _r\%\ *?|S < 

Sunri'o e on _ l:31p 7:2op 
11:35- L : 1 Sunset, 7:08; Moonrlce 

St’ M°onset, 12:50. 1 
!e cl nver at Fayetteville, 10:18. 1 

_ 

Tarakan Installations Burnin re Invasion 
__ 

___ 

Tremendous billows of smoke drift upward from shore installations on Tarakan Island, off the 
coast of Borneo, as a IT. S. Naval force pours shells into enemy positions to prepare the way for a 
landing by Australian troops. The wavy streaks are from phosphorous shells. U. S. Navy photo. 
___.__(International Soundphoto) 

COUNTY FARMERS, 
BANKERS GATHER 

Relative Problems Are Dis- 
cussed At Wrightsboro 

Clubhouse 
A meeting between New Hanovei 

county farmers and Wilmington 
bankers was held last night at the 
Wrightsboro Home Demonstration 
Club, to establish better relations 
between farmers and financial in- 
stitutions and in furthering attain- 
ment of the 7th War Loan goal. 

Total War Bond sales to date are 

$952,989.25, of which $801,473.75 re- 

presents “E” bond purchases it 
was reported. 

Sponsored by the Wilmington 
Clearing House Association at the 
suggestion of the American Bank- 
ers Association, the meeting was 

part of a nationwide movement to- 
wards more intimate understanding 
of relative roblems. 

The first speaker at last night’s 
meeting was Richard S. Rogers, 
area manager of the War Finance 
Committee, district six and seven, 
comprising 14 southeastern North 
Carolina counties. 

Mr. Rogers praised rural contri- 
butions to War Bond sales and 
termed the securities “splended in- 
vestments for college educations 
of children.” He said that rural 
areas had been seriously hamper- 
ed by two factors, price control and 
labor shortages. The best way tc 
pliminnt.p thpsp rpstrintirvns was fr 

end the war quickly by the pur- 
chase of War Bonds, he continued. 

J. G. Thornton, co-chairman ol 
the New Hanover county and Wil- 
mington War Finance Committee, 
expressed the belief that agricul- 
ture locally was on a sound basis 
already, stressing that no farmers 
had borrowed money irom the 
Wilmington Savings and Trust com- 
pany. He said that there is hardly 
any rural district in New Hanover, 
that it was more of a continuation 
of the residential areas. He added 
that the farmers have the same 

school advantages as city residents. 
E. A. Laney, also co-chairman 

of the New Hanover county and 
Wilmington War Finance Commit- 
tee in commenting on the fact that 
in the past six war loin cam- 

paigns, New Hanover county has 
always gone over, the lop, said 
that farmers had more than done 
iheir share and that he was con- 

fident that the Seventh War Loan 
goal would likewise be exceeded. 

R. W. Galphin, New Hanover 
county Farm and Home Demon- 
stration Agent and head of the 
drive in the rural areas, called 
on local farmers for help in the 
campaign. 

Mr. Galphin reminded those 
present that the war was only 
half over, “not half over if we look 
at the casualty lists”, he added. To 
aasten the end, food must be rais- 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 3) 

Freeze On Meat Prices 
By Government Likely 

WASHINGTON, May 17—(iP)—Members of Congress said today the 
Government is likely to freeze all ceiling prices on meat for at least 
six months. 

The price ceiling freeze—requiring six-month notice of intention 
to raise or lower cash prices—is described as the keystone of a re- 

FOWL SHORTAGE 
• ACUTE IN CITY 

Wilmington Grocers Report 
Chicken Supply Is 

Decreasing 
Wilmingtonians who, because of 

the severe meat shortage, have 
been buying chickens at local mar- 

( 
kets, will have to look for still 
another substitute to build their 
meals around, according to reports 
received last night that the short- 
age of the fowl has become acute. 

“I haven’t had a chicken in the 
store this week,” said H. L. Gray- 1 

son, manager of a grocery store. 1 

‘‘The meat supply is getting 
worse,” he added, ‘‘but we have 
been ablfe to get a fairly good , 
supply of fish and enough eggs.” 

D. H. Earp, manager of a Wil- 
mington market, also reported 
that lie has had no chickens this 
week. ‘‘Our shipment came in Fri- 
day,” he said, “and our meat sup- 

ply still is decreasing.” 
The chicken supply in other 

stores in the city were pronounced 
“zero.” Some stores which have 
been selling as many as xou 10 ^ 

chickens each week now report 
that they are unable to obtain any. 

A representative of a national 
packing firm disclosed that he has 
had no chickens since January. 
stressing that his meat supply is 
inadequate. He pointed out also 
that eggs were getting scarcer. ( 

Wilmington’s chief source of 

chickens has been in the Siler City 
area, and the city’s consumption 
has been estimated at 15,000 week- 
iy. 

There was no mention by Wil- 
mington grocers last night of an 

alleged black market. They agreed 
that there definitely_jvas a short- 
age of chickens. 

-—V—- 

Russians Begin Summer 
Field Training Program 

MOSCOW, May 17 —<.?>— The 
Red army has started wide-scale 
summer field training, it was an- 

nounced today, while an editorial 
in the army newspaper Red Star 
warned that the Red army must 
be eqi^al to any tasks standing 
before! it. 

_ ] 
Intensive training has begun in ( 

the Lwpw area and in the Cauca- 
sus w®re thousands of Red army 
officeijfcnd soldiers will carry out ] 
every ^inds of operation. 

-S--- I 

GoVPrnmeni 
0 

WASHINGTON, May 17. —(£?— 
Senate Republicans accused the 

administration today of a “breach 

of faith” in continuance of lend- 
iease to Russia although the So- 
viet Union is at peace with Japan. 

Senator Taft (R-Ohio) told a 

reporter all shipments to the U. S- 
3. R. should cease except those al- 

ready under contract and those con 

taining arms and-supplies for Rus- 
sian troops preoccupying 500,000 
Japanese on the Manchurian bor- 
ier. 

Taft joined Senators Bridges (R- 
NH) and Bushfield iR-SD) in de- 

manding in the senate that the ad- 

ministration live up to a pledge 
against using lend-lease for post- 
war rehabilitation. ( 

Bridges charged the State Depart- ; 
ment with a “studied attempt to 1 
continue lend-lease on pretext of a 1 
military situation no longer direct- 1 
ly connected with the war in Eu- 

rope.” i 

‘‘We cannot have any diversions i 

of lend-lease for any purpose ex- 1 

cept to those countries which are 1 

vigorpusly and openly working i 
with us to defeat Japan,” Bridges 1 
declared. “This is the clear intent 1 
of Cflhgress.” 
(Continued on Page Five; Col. 7) ^ 
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/ampea program Demg aranea 

jy War Mobilization Director Fred 
VI. Vinson and other government 
officials to break the growing meat 
shortage and black market. 

Barring last minute changes, the 
urogram as reported by legislators 
would include these other beef-pro- 
lucing incentives: 

1. A 50 cents per hundredweight 
subsidy to feeders of live cattle 
ss an inducement to hold cattle 
>n feed lots until they develop 
nto prime beef. 

2. A requirement that all cattle 
worth $14.25 a hundred be sold 
lirectly to slaughtering plants, in- 
ended to keep a supply of good 
neat moving to market. 

Non-congressional sources con- 
lected with the planning job said 
he program outlined was the one 
nost in consideration, but no final 
lecision has been reached yet, par- 
icularly on the subsidy proposal. 
The new Vinson program — ex- 

acted before the end of this week 
—probably will scrap much of a 
0-point meat policy issued several 
weeks ago. The 10-point program 
'ailed to break the beef shortage 
md, Capitol Hill heard, some cat- 
;lemen complained that it forced 
hem to take losses on their stock. 

Vinson, War Food Administrator 
Marvin Jones, representatives of 
he OPA, Commodity Credit Corp. 
md other Government agencies 
:oncerned with meat supplies have 
>een working on the new meat pro- 
gram for more than a week. 

The ceiling price regulation would 
•equire that the government here- 
ifter give six months notice of in- 
ention to shift prices at any level 
>f #meat marketing from stock 
■anges to the butcher counters. 

Backers of the freeze feel it will 
lerve the two-fold purpose of pre- 
senting retail counter inflation and 
mcoufaging cattlemen to develop 
H-ime beef without fear that the 
narket will crack and leave them 
with a loss. 

(Continued on Page Five Col. 3) 

Eden Reports Doenitz 
Is Under Investigation 

LONDON, May 17.—(/P)—Foreign 
iccretaiy Anthony Eden disclosed 
oday that Grand Admiral Karl 
Joenitz—Hitler’s successor brand- 
id by Moscow as a war criminal 
-was “under investigation” and 
'according to newspaper reports” 
lad been arrested. 
As history’s biggest manhunt for 

tptprious Nazis was pressed from 
Norway to the Bavarian Alps, an 
ifficial said the United Nations 
ilacklist of major German War 
iriminals was just about complete. 
Eden also told commons that he 

loped swift justice would be me- 
ed out to Hermann Goering—de- 
icribed by a commons questioner 
is “that loathsome criminal.” 
He said he had no information 

in the whereabouts of Joachim Von 
Ribbentrop, Hitler’s foreign minis- 
gr, but said “every step is being 
aken to arrest Ribbentrop and 
iring him to justice.” 

The foreign secretary was un- 

ible to predict when the trials 
should begin because “the prepara- 
ion of charges and the making of 
lecessary arrangements for trial 
nvolves consultations with our Al- 
ies and this is bound to take a 
ittle time.” 
Von Ribbentrop, Heinrich Himm- 

er and Jew-baiter Julius Streicher 
/ere the objects of a search in 

• 

Southern Bavaria and Austria so 

intense that even American gener- 
als of divisions were taking a per- 
sonal part. 

The territory is considered prom- 
ising since it has yielded up such 
top-rung Nazis as Goering and the 
notorious Dr. Robert Ley, German 
labor czar, and organizer of the 
“werewolf movement’’ whose cap- 
ture was announced only yester- 
day. , 

Today the hunters flushed from 
that mountainous region Lt. Col. 
Otto Skorzeny, six foot, four-inch 
SS trooper who led the german 
raiding party that freed Mussolini 
after he was arrested in Rome fol- 
lowing the fall of his government. 

Max Schmeling, former heavy- 
weight champion, was reported ar- 

rested by the British in Hamburg 
for his activities as a Nazi. 

An exchange telegraph dispatch 
from Copenhagen said Karl 
Schnurre, Nazi foreign office trade 
expert, had been arrested in Den- 
mark. Schnurre appeared in Swed- 
en late in March, ostensibly on a 

trade mission, but unofficially he 
was reported bearing peace feel- 
ers. % 

Himmler was known to have 
been at his summer home east of 

(Continued on Page Five; Col. 2) 

MARINES SMASH INTO NAHA, 
PUSHING THROUGH STREETS; 
JAPANESE FISH FOR PEACE 

— w —- 

AMERICANS SAY 
BID IS FUTILE 

REPORTS INFORMAL 

Enemy Believed Unwilling 
To Face Uncondition- 

al Surrender 
WASHINGTON, May 17.— 0P) — 

Individual Japanese in neutral 
countries are fishing for signs of 
peace short of unconditional sur- 

render, but thus far no official 
peace bid has been received from 
Japan, it was learned today. 

Particularly since the fall of 
Manila, a number of Japanese 
have urged neutrals to learn the 
“real American attitude’’ but these 
Japanese specify only that uncon- 

ditional surrender is impossible 
for Japan and suggest no definite 
terms. 

Asked about reports that the of- 
fice of strategic services had re- 

ceived a definite Japanese peace 
bid, officials here familiar with 
Japanese affairs said they knew 
of nothing of that kind. 

They stressed the futility of in- 
formal, personal peace feelers, 
representing as they do no authori- 
ty from the militarists who still 
control Japan’s destiny. All the 
evidence in American hands indi- 
cates that this element has no 

self-interest in facing the prospect 
of unconditional surrender and 
probably will not face it until Jap- 
anese military pride has been 
brought considerably lower. 

The cabinet of Admiral Kantaro 
Suzuki, the new premier, is a 

strong one composed of some of 
the empire’s best production ex- 

perts with emphasis on the devel- 
opment of the war potential in 
Korea and Manchuria. 

The reported dissolution of the 
imperial rule assistance society, 
Japan’s version of a totalitarian 
party since 1940, caused not a rip- 
ple in official circles here. 

They saw in it no significance 
which might suggest that it fore- 
shadows a real Japanese peace of- 
fer. 

Dissolution of this organization 
has been scheduled since before 
the fall of the last Japanese cabi- 
net. Even before this was definite- 
ly decided upon, plans were laid 
in Tokyo for a much broader to- 
talitarian party, which now has 
come into existence anl is known 
as the political association of 
great Japtfh and theoretically ex- 

tends membership to every adult 
Japanese. Its head is General Jiro 
Minami, one of Japan’s best known 
militarists who long has been as- 

sociated with empire develop- 
Tnftnf 

Until a peace bid bears unmis- 
takably the stamp of Japan’s real 
rulers, it means nothing except 
possibly to indicate factional and 
minority trends in Japan, accord- 
ing to the view here. 

While one peace inquiry may 
have originated with the wealthy 
classes of Japan and another ap- 
peared to have been associated 
at one stage with the Japanese 
court, both fizzled out because 
there was no hint that they repre- 
sented the intentions of the mili- 
tarists who run the government in 
Tokyo. 

American policy, it is learned, 
is based on the idea that to give 
unmerited attention to such unof- 
ficial feelers would lead Japanese 

(Continued on Page Five; Col. 6) 

Advancing Doughboys 
Reach Valencia Town 

MANILA’ Friday. May 18—(U.R)—Troops of the U. S. 31st Infan- 
try Division, in a new six-mile gain in central Mindanao, have reach- 
ed the town of Valenca and are closing in on its important airbase, 
while 1st Cavalry Division units advanced to the edge of Port Lampon 
on Luzon s east coast, it was announced today. 

The 31st, gaining 11 miles in two days along the central high- 
way, rolled up to the town which is near the two airfields American 

■ ■ —Xfnyn/\r UniH an*.1.. i_ 1 nin m___ :_ 

U. S. FIGHTERS 
STRIKE ATSUGI 

Heart Of Jap Aircraft’s 
Industry Burned Out, 

Reports Show 
GUAM, Friday, May 18.—(U.P.)— 

Long-range Army fighter planes 
blasted Atsugi airfield near Tokyo 
Thursday and destroyed or dam- 
aged 44 Japanese aircraft as re- 
ports indicated that two Superfor- 
tress fire raids on Nagoya had 
burned out the heart of Japan’s air- 
craft industry. 

The Mustang fighters from Iwo 
Jima, flying a 1,500-mile round- 
trip, roared over the Japanese 
homeland in a quick follow-up of 
the B-29 strikes. 

Fleet Adm. Chester W. Nimitz 
reported that seven enemy planes 
were destroyed on the ground, 
two others were probably destroy- 
ed and 33 were damaged. 

One fighter plane shot down by 
intense anti-aircraft fire thrown 
up around the airfield. But there 
was no mention of aerial opposi- 
tion and it appeared that the 
all-out air offensive against Japan 
has reached a stage where the en- 

emy is hard pressed to challenge 
effectively the ever-increasing 
strikes. 

The Nagoya B-29 assaults spread 
fires through the heart of that great 
city which was hit with more than 
1,140,000 incendiary bombs. Full 
analysis of damage caused in the 
one-two punch was not yet avail- 
able but it appeared that the key 
industrial center may have been 
knocked out at least temporarily. 

(Japanese broadcasts, reporting 
that the new B-34 super liberators 
had gone into action from Aleu- 
tian bases, said that a formation of 
(Continued on Page Two; Col. 4) 
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Wilmington Man 

Leads Tank Push 
First Lt. Leon F. Andrews, 27, 

son of Mr. and Mrs. ‘L. F. 
Andrews, of 1501 South Third street, 
was the leader of a tank column 
yesterday, which fought to a point 
500 yards north of the center of 
Yonbaru Town on Okinawa, in some 
of that campaign’s hardest fight- 
ing thus far, according to a United 
Press dispatch. 

A member of the 96th Division, 
Lt. Andrews joined the National 
Guard in 1935, and became a mem- 
ber of the headquarter’s battery 
of the 252’d Coast Artillery. 

After the National Guard was 
called into active service, he went 
to Trinidad in 1942, after which 
he returned to the States and en- 
tered Officers Candidate school*at 
Fort Knox, Kentucky. 

Commissioned a second lieuten- 
ant, Andrews then went to Cali- 
fornia for training in desert war- 
fare. He was sent to Hawaiian 
Islands, where he saw service with 
the Intelligence branch of the 
Army. Afterwards he participat- 
ed in the Leyte invasion in Octo- 
ber of last year. On Leyte he was 

promoted to first lieutenant, and 
later joined the invasion forces 
which landed on Okinawa on D- 
Day. 

In a letter to his parents, An- 
drews said that his tanK, which is 
named ‘‘Bushm aster,” was shot out 

(Continued on Page Five Col. 3) 

drive was from the south, but the 
Doughboys were driving the enemy 
back into the hills to the north 
and east of the main Yank column. 

The 31st was only 31 airline miles 
from a junction with the.40th Di- 
vision, bearing down from the 
north along the same highway. 

The Cavalrymen gained t o 
miles in their latest push toward 
Lampon, a seaplane anchorage 40 
miles east of Manila. 

The communique said that the 
43rd Infantry Division was draw- 
ing its lines tighter around the iso- 
lated enemy force in the Ipo dam 
pocket northeast of the capital, 
while in northern Luzon the 25th 
and 32nd Divisions were steadily 
driving the enemy back from the 
Balete pass area toward Santa Fe. 

It was disclosed that two-engine 
transport plane., had started 
freighting supplies to the Mara- 
mag airdrome, a dozen miles south 
of Valencia. Maramag’s capture by 
the 31st was announced five days 
ago. 

FORMER SOLICITOR 
SURVIVES BOMBING 

Lt. W. A. Simon Hospital- 
ized After Jap Raid 

On Franklin 
Special to The Star 

NEW YORK, May 17.—Lt. W. A. 
“Bill” Simon, 35, son of W. A. 
Simon, of 1110 South Fourth street 

Wilmington, N. C., only officer of 
13 to escape from the air opera- 
tions compartment aboard the 
aircraft carrier U. S. S. Frank- 
lin, when it was struck by enemy 
shells 50 miles off the coast of 
Kyushu, Japan, is recovering in 
a hospital here, it was learned 
last night. 

A former prosecuting attorney 
in New Hanover county, N. C., Lt. 
Simon was wounded when the 
Franklin was attacked, and was 

part of the crew that saved her 
and brought the vessel baek to 
port. He was awarded the Pur- 
ple Heart and cited by Admiral 
Mitscher. He was attached to the 
58th task force. 

Simon has seen three tours of 
duty, going first to Attu and Kis- 
ka in the Aleutians, and joining 
the personnel of the Franklin in 
January of this year. 

He is married to the former 
Miss Mary Louise Mickey of 
Wiston-Salem. After r ecovering 
from his wounds, he is expected 
to go to his home in Wilmington 
on convalescent leave. 

Yanks Halt Yugoslavs 
Along Disputed Border 

TRIESTE, May 17.—(U.R)—Amen 
can Doughboys manning machine 
guns and anti-tank artillery halted 
Yugoslav soldiers and their Italiar 
followers along the disputed Italiar 
border today and took from them 
property stolen during wholesale 
looting west of the Isonzo river. 

Roadblocks were set up by U. S 
troops at several points in the 
vicinity of Gorizia, 20 miles north- 
west of Trieste- as the Yugoslav 
partisans carried out an order oi 
Marshal Josip Bros (Tito), their 
leader, to evacuate all territorj 
west of the Isonzo. The Americans 
stopped foot soldiers and animal 

drawn vehicles, some of which 
were heavily laden with loot. The 
majority of partisans crossing to 
the eastern side of the river were 
members of a brigade of Italian ; 
communists of tne Garibaldi divi- \ 
si6n who are followers of Tito. 

British military authorities said < 

the withdrawal order was being 
carred out slowly. Tito still con- 1 
trolled Trieste, Gorizia and other i 

cities of the Istrian peninsula de- 
spite the presence of American i 
troops and British naval forces i 
in the vicinity. < 

(Continued on Page Two; Col, 3) | 

ENEMY’S SHURI 
LINE IS BROKEN 

BRIDGEHEAD FIXED 1| 
■ — 

, 

Wilmington Officer Leads 
Tank Column In Ameri- ; 

can Advances <1 

GUAM, Friday, May 18—(U.R)— 
American Marines smashed into1 
Okinawa’s capital city of Naha; 
yesterday and were pushing1 
through the streets strewn with; 
Japanese dead, while U. S. sol-, 
diers and tanks cracked the east- 
ern side of the enemy’s Shuri de-l 
fense line, it was announced to- 
day. < 

Elements of the Sixth Marino 
Division had poured across the 
Asato river into Naha yesterday 
morning, and established a bridge- 
head in the city. They were fighting 
stubborn resistance as they advanc- 
ed through the rubbled capital, 
aiming at capture of the prize Naha 
air base a miles to the south* 
west. 

A Jank platoon of the 96th by- 
passed Conical hill, anchor of the 
eastern side of the enemy’s line, 
and smashed 800 yards through 
light opposition to a point 500 yards 
north of the center of Yonabaru 
town. The 383rd Regiment was fol- 
lowing up the tank colum, which 
was led by Lt. Leon F. Andrews, 
Wilmington, N. C. 

Front dispatches previously had 
reported that patrols had crossed 
the Asato river. The crossing re- 

ported today was believed to be 
in strength. 

All along the five-mile southerr 
line, American forces battered 
strong Japanese emplacements. A 
three-way drive closed in on Shuri 
keystone of the enemy’s defenses, 
and tank-led infantry drove through 
weak resistance to Yonabaru citj 
on the east coast. 

Artillery and Naval gunfire and 
heavy Strikes by Naval and Ma 
rine aircraft ripped up Japanesi 
pillboxes, blockhouses and cav< 

positions. Through Tuesday, gun: 
of the U. S. Pacific fleet had pour 
ed 25,000 tons of ammunition int< 
the dwindling southern pocket o 
resistance. 

The death fight waged by 30,001 
or more Japanese squeezed int 
the southern tip had become s 
fanatical during the last five day 
that the enemy was losing 1,40 
dead daily—a ratio of 9 to 1 to th< 
American casualties. 

wuiuieio ui uic 11 hi liuaiur; 
broke into Ishimmi village 40 
yards northeast of Shuri Thursday 
They attacked without any advance 
artillery preparation and the sui 
prise night drive swept throug 
strong positions which had bee 
bolding up a southward advance 

The 96th Infantry Division, whic) 
sent the 382nd Regiment knifin 
inland from the east coast in ar 
other drive on Shuri, met heav 
resistance. The 382nd was less tha 
200 yards east of the fortified city 
Japanese put up stiff resistanc 
from hill masses east of Ishimrr 
tillage. 

Troops of the 1st Marino Div. 
sion, closing on Shuri from th 
northwest, reached Wana tow 
Thursday. Strong positions ther 
were being reduced in heavy fight 
ing. 

J 

The 96th Division tank units bj 
passed Conical hill in their drv 
which carried to within 500 yard 
of the center of Yonabaru. Th 
i83rd Regiment was following th 
:anks. 

Throughout the Ryukyus, Am;i 
ican aerial might struck again: 
(Continued on Page Five; Col, 1 
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Over 1,000 Die 
As Ship Is Hu 
WASHINGTON, May 17._(u.pj- 

More than 1,000 members of th 
:rew of the aircraft carrier Frani 
in were killed or wounded Marc 

uouuscu tuuay, wne 
i Jap dive-bomber scored two d: 
ect hits that set off the ship’s er 
ire load of explosives and turne 
be flattop into a floating hell. 

But the survivors of the herol 
:rew, with dead and dying at thei 
■eet, kept afloat the 27,000-to 
nass of flaming, twisted wreckag ind brought her home from th 
icene of the tragedy, only C 
niles off the Japanese coast 

The casualty toll was the bigget 
:ver suffered by any America 
laval vessel in a single engag* 
nent. It included 341 dead, 4? 
nissing and more than 300 wounc 
id. 

Now the charred and battere 
lulk that once was a proud flat 
'hip of Vice Adm. Marc A. Mitl 
rher’s Tokyo busting task forc« 
las found refuge in Brookly 
Javy yard after a 12,000-mil 
ruise, most of it under her ow: 
lower, from the scene of her vi« orious fight for life. 

h 


