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Heard Above Roaring Fire

By ROBERT E. BRGWN

United Press Staff Correspondent

TEXAS CITY, Tex.. April 16—
(UR—] flew over the Texas City
disaster area today—over waves
of black smoke which hid a1l but
five huge ' clusters of licking
flame.

A rectangle roughly a mile long
2nd a half mile wide along the
waterfront was a mass of twisted
stee] structures and charred de-
bris.

Clouds of smoke erased the sun.
Pires were burning at the ruined
Morisanto Chemical company
plant and in two oil refineries.
Every few minutes another explo-
sion spewed more flame and
smoke into the sky.

Wading through the destruction
srea were doctors and niurses—

grimy, sweaty with blood on
them. Priests were there and
scores of volunteers.

Some donned gas masks rushed
in from Fort Crockett at Galves-

ton as they neared the docks
where chemical fumes were
heavy. Calls of the injursd and
dyng could be heard faintly

through the roar of flames.
Bodies Everywhere

Twisted bodies lay everywhere.
Rescuers stepped over the bodies
as they hunted for the injured.

Along a street of small cafes
and residences were scattered
fragments of the ship which blew
up to start this holocaust. There
were also pieces of metal that
once were part of the multi-mil-
lion - dollar Monsanto Chemical
plant.

Roads leading into the center of
the death area are closed. Some
1.500 law enforcements officers
and solders are here and only
authorized persons can come in.

It's hard to walk in Texas City.
All the plate glass is gone, scat-
tered in the streets. Bloody trails

is it charge of identifying bodies.
He said 69 bodies were at the Me-
Gar garage and eight more at the
Empken Funeral home.

W. H. Otto of Lamar  who had
beer, helpng on a fruck carrying
out the dead, said he counted 200
bodies.

Like Barrage

Mayor J. €. Traham of Texas
City, an army veteran, said the
series of blasts sounded liks an
artillery barrage. He was in lhe
city garage, two miles from the
Monsanto plant, and he said the
building ‘“just disintegrated
around me."

The dead at the McGar garage
were covered with blankets. They
lay on tar paper. A team of loca]l
mer. were trying to identify them.
Some bodies were mutilated.

State Highway Patrolman J.

Crouch said when he first looked
out of city hall after the blast
“you could see birds falling out
of the air into the streets—xilled
by concussion.”
Mrs. Adeline Flanikin, who
was working in the Texas City
Terminal office, said she went un-
der a desk when she heard the
explosion.

“I crawled back out to find the
whole place down around me.”

WRIGHT GIVES
PAPER ON HALL

Tribute I_’aid T; Thalian
Hall In Article At Ki-

wanis Meeting

When the Kiwanis club was dis-
cussing restoration. of Thalian hall

BY THE ASSOCIATED FRESS

Major explosion disasters in the
last 30 years include: i

Dec. 6, 1917—1,500 persons kill-
ed in collision between a muni-
tons ship and relief ship off Hali-
fax, Canada, destroying two and
one-half square miles of the city
injuring 4,000 and making 20,-
000 homeless.

May 8, 1918—More than 200 kill-
ed at Aetna Chemical co. plant
near Pittsburgh, Pa.

July 2, 1918—49 killed in TNT
plant explosion at Split Rock,
near Syracuse, N.Y.

QOct. 5, 1918—Nearly 100 killed
at Gillespie Loading co. plant,
Morgan, N.J.

July 10, 1926 — 21 killed when
lightning struck naval ammunition
depot at Lake Denmark, N. J.;
damage $50,000,000.

May 15, 1820 — 100 killed in
Cleveland, O., hospital clinic when
X-ray film exploded, filling kuild-
ing with gas. :

March 18, 1937—204 children and
teachers killed in gas blast in New
London, Tex., schoolhouse.

Sept. 12, 1840 — 50 killed and
more than 100 injured in Hercules
Powder plant explosion, Kenvil,
N.J.

March 26, 1942 More than
killed near Easton, Pa., when 20
tone of dynamite at limestone
guarry exploded. ;

June 5, 1842—48 killed in blast
at Elwood ordnance shell loading
plant, Joliet, Il
Sept. 17, 1944—More than 25
killed in ammunition explosion at
Norfolk, Va., air station.

Jan. 3, 1944—More than 100 kill-
ed in explosion of Destroyer Turn-
er in New York bay.

July 17, 1944—22 killed in Navy
munitions depot explosion at Port
Chicago, Calif.

Oct. 21, 1944—At least 15 per-
sons killed in explosion and fire

Officers Of Railroad Com-
pany Reelected During
. Meet At Richmond

C. McD. Davis has now entered
upon his sixth year as president
of the Atlantic Coast Line Rail-
road company, the organization
with which he has been associated
for the past 54 years.

Mr. Davis along with the cther
officers of the company were re-
named during a meeting of the di-
rectors in Richmond, Va., on
Tuesday.

Other Wilmingtonians renamed
by the board were R. J. Doss,
W. D. McCaig, all vice presidents;
L. F. Ormond, comptroller; and
P. Nichols, treasurer.

During the directors meeting a
dividend of $2 per share for pre-
ferred stock and $1 per share for
common stock was declared.

Operating revenue for 1946 as
reflected in a financial statement
showed a drop of approximately
$20,556,000 as compared with the
previous year.

ANNULMENT SOUGHT
AWARDED IN COURT

Ann Holdford Phillips was awarad-
ed an annulment of her marriage
to George Baldwin Phillips at
Conway, S. C., on Dec. 3, 1944 and
was also authorized to adopt her
maiden name during yesterday's
session of Superior Court here.

The annulment was granted on
the grounds that the defendant,
George Baldwin Phillips, had a
living spouse to whom he was
legally married at the time of the
plaintiff'’s marriage to the defen-
dant.

With Judge Clawson L. Williams,
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All schools were closed in Gal-
veston today following the explo-
sion in Texas City, 11 miles away.
Windows in the school buildings
were shattered and plaster on the
walls cracked and in some in-
stances fell, )
Before going home, the children
went through a fire drill.

Two ambulances from Houston,
en route to Texas City, collided
near Ellington field ) Traffic was
held up for several minutes until
the ambulances were dragged off
the road. No one was injured.

A plane from Ellington {field
said smoke billowed 4,000 feet
above Texas City, and was visible
30 miles away.

Police Inspector W. P. Haley of
Houston issued a call for all auto-
mobile wreckers available. They
were rushed to Texas City to help
remove debris ang wreckage.

The explosion rattled windows
at Pelly, 27 miles away, and one
man there said the sound was so
sharp “it hurt my eardrums.” J.
K. Poage, engineer for a Cedar
Bayou radio station, also 27 miles
away, said he saw flames shoot
hundreds of feet into the air.

The smoke billowing over Texas
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explosion was felt and heard
there. It said telephone calis pour-
ed in long before news of the ex-
plosion was made known.

i
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W. H. Sandberg, vice president
of the Texas City Terminal Rail-
way company, who missed death
aboard the Grand Camp by five
minutes, said later that the con-
cussion ‘‘was simply terrible ** He
had left the ship just five minutes
before it blew up, hurling steel
beams for miles. He said the ex-
plosions came in ‘‘one-two- three
order.,”

Fred Pool, the La Porie Cham-
ber of Commerce manager, said
the explosion damaged that city.

“Jt blew- windows out of every
home in towa, blew in ceilings in
business buildings, and cracked
new buildings from end to end.”

Smoke mushroomed over Gal-
veston, Observers said the smioke
looked like pictures of the atomic
bomb explosion. The city was ob-
scured from the sun for hours by
the black smoke.

Certain racial groups which
served in the United Stales Army
during World War II are: Enlist-
ed men from July 1, 1840, to June
30, 1948, Negroes, 1,049,617; Chi-
nese, 16,015; Japanese, 29,848; Fil-
ipiros, 18,660.

One of the forty rail-road cars transporting the Endy Bros. 8oy
Thrill Circus, now showing at Bellamy Park 18th, and Day sop &
for the benefit of the Wilmington Police Recreation Fund
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actors and actresses and famous
speakers appeared on the itage of
the opera house to the entertain
ment and appreciation of Wil-
mington audiences.

“The great Massachusetts ora -
tor Edward Evereit spoke to a
large audience in the hall in 1859
on the ‘Character of Washing-
ton”; and other national orators
followed from time to time, in-
cluding Willilam G. McAdoo, sec-
retary of the treasury under Pres-
dent Wilson, Honorable . George
Davis, the eminent drator of Wil-
mington, spoke in the hall several
times before and after the War
Betwen the States. The great Dr.
T. DeWitt Talmage and other not-
ed religious leaders have graced
its stage; and on numerous occa-
;ions religious and civie gather -
ings have discussed important
public matters.

“Among the famous actors who
appeared in Thalian Hall were
Joseph Je#ferson, Rchard Nans-
!field, Frederick Ward an d cther
well remember dramatists: .nd
thiere were many vocalists in
operas of high national standing.
“All these details add up in the
desire of many Wilmington people
to preserve the historic old op-~ra
kouse, which has been praised by
many famoux performers for its
beauty and excellent acoustic pro-
perties. By all means let us not
make the mistake, as has been
dohe in the past, of destroying
what might be preserved as a dis-
tinctive and useful relic of our in-
teresting municipal life. Rather
le. us restore it for our own and
future generations.”

Half of the children horn in
the Unijted States come from
farming areas where slightly
more than 30 per cent of the ma:
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