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%| been so kind—" the words floated

Her smile bruadened—became
more humorous, '

“Not a match! not  a single
match in the hcuse! And Satur-
day evening. So stupid of me. But
what could I do? I came lalong
here {o beg help from my only
neighbor #ithin miles.”

Nobody spoke for a moment, for
Veronica had rather that e®fect.
She was lovely—nct quieilly love-
lv, not even dazzlingly lovely—but
so efficiently lovely that it made

you gasp! The waves of pale
shimmering hair, the curving
mouth — the platinum foxes that

swathed her shoulders and the
long sweep of white velvet under-
reath them.

She was looking from one to the
other of them, humorous, charm-
rg!

“And I smoke,” she said, “like
a chimney! And my lighter won't
work! And besides, there’s break-
fast—gas stoves—'" She thrust om
her nands. ‘I do feel such a com-
plete fool.”

Lucy came forward,
faintly amused.

“Why, of course—'" she began,
but Veronica Cray interrupted.

She was looking at John Chris-

gracious,

tow. An expression of utter
amazement, of incredulous de-
I'ght, was spreaaing over her
face. She took a step towards

kim, hands outstretched.

“Why, surely — John! It's John
Christow! Noy isn't that too
extraordinary? I haven't seen you
for years and vesrs and years!
And sudden!v—io find you here!™

She had his hands in hers by
row. She was 2!l warmth and
simple eagerness. She half turned
her head to Lady Angkatell.

“This is just the most wonderiul
surprise. John's an old, old friend
of mine. Why, John's the first
man I ever loved! I was crazy
about you, John.”

She was half laughing now—a
woman moved by the ridiculous
remembrance of ycung love.

“I always thought John was just
wonderful!”

Sir Henry, courieous and pol-
ished, had moved forward to her.

She must have a drink. He
maneuvered glasses. Lady Angka-
tell said:

*‘Midge dear, ring the bell.”

When Gudgeon came, Lucy
said:

“A box of maiches, Gudgeon—
at least has cook got plenty?”

“A new dozen came in today,
m'lady.”
“Then bring in half a dozen,

Gudgeon.™

**On, no, Lady Angkatell — just
one!”

Veronica protesied, laughing:
| she had her drink now and was
| smiling around at everyone. John
{C'm‘ismw said:

“This is myv wife, Veronica."

“0Oh, but how lovely to meet
you,”* Veronica beamed upon Ger-
da's zir of bewilderment.

Gudgeon brought in the
maiches, stackad on a silver
salver.

Lady Angkaiell indicated

Veronica Cray with a gesture and
he brought the saiver ta her.

“0Oh, dear Lady Angkatell, not
all these!™

Lucy's gesture was negligently
royal.

“It’'s so tiresome having only
one of a thing. We can spare them
auite easily.”

Sir Henry was
antly:

“And now do you like Mving at
Dovecotes?”

“] adore it. It's wonderful, near
London, and yet one feels so beau-
tifully isolated.”

Veronica put down her glass.
She dreys the platinum foxes a lii-
tle closer around her. She smiled
on them all

“Thank you s> much!

saying pleas-

You've

between Sir Henry and Lady Ang-
katell, and for some reason. Ed-
ward. “I shall now ecarry home
the spoils. John, ' she gave him
an artless, frienaly smile,

1 want dreadfully to hear
vou've been doing in the vears
and years since I've seen you. It
makes me feel, of. course, dread-
fully old.”

She moved to tne window and

John Christow followed her. She
fiung a last brilliant smile at
them =all

“I'm so dreadfully sorry to
have bothered you in this stupid
way. . . . Thank you 20 much,
Lady Angkatell.”

She went out with John. Sir

Henry stood by the window look-
ing after them. . =
“Quite a fine warm night,”” he

“voull
‘| must see me saiely back, because | B
ail

-

Lady Angkatell vawned.
“Oh, dear,” she murmured,
“we must go to bed. Henry, we
must go and see one of her pic-
tures. I'm sure, from tonight, she
musgt give a lovely performance.”
! They went upstairs. Midge, say-
ing good night, asked Lucy:
‘A lovely performance?”
“Didn't you think so, darling?*
“I gather, Lucy, that you think
i’'s just possible she may have
scme matches in Dovecotes all
the time.”
“Dozens of boxes. I expect, dar-
ling. But we musin’t be uncharit-
able. And it was a lovely per-
formance!”’ .
Doors were shutting all down
the corridor, voices were mur-
muring good nights. Sir Henry
said, “I'll leave the window for
Christow.”” His own door shut.
Henrietta said to Gerda, “What
fun actresses are. They make
such marvelous entrances and
exits!” She yawned and added,
“I'm frightfully sleepy.”
Veronica Cray moved swittly
aiong the narrow path through the
chestnut woods.
She came out from the woods
fo the open space by the swim-
ming pool. There was a small va-
vilion here where the Angkatells
sat on days that were sunny but
when there was a cold wind.
Veronica Cray stood still. She
turned and faced John Christow.
Then she laughed. With her
hand she gesture¢ toward the
leef-strewn surface of the swim-
ming pool.
“Not quite
ranean,

like the Mediter-
is it, Jobn?"' she said.

waiting for — knew that in all
those fifteen years of separation
{from Veronica, she had still been
with him. The blue sea, the scent
of mimosa, the hot dust—pushed
down, thrust out of sight, but
never really forgotten. . . . They
ail meant one thing—Veronica., He
was a young man of twenty-four,
desperately and agonizingly in
love, and this time he was not go-
ing fo run away.

s B B

John Christow came out from
the Chesinut woods onto the green
siope by the house. There was a
rwoon and the house basked in the
moonlight with a strange inno-
cence in its ecurtained windows.
He looked down at the wrist-
watch he wore.

It was three o'clock. He drew a
deep breath and his face was anx-
ious. He was no longer, even re-
motely, a young man of twenty-
four in love. He was a shrewd and
practical man of just on forty and
his mind was clear and level-
headed.

He'd been a fool, of course, a
complete fool, but he didn't regret
that! For he was, he now realized,
completely master of himself. It
was as though, for years, he had
dragged a weight upon his leg—
and now the weight was gone. He
was free.

He was free and himself, John
Christow — and he knew that to
John Christow, successful Harley
Street specialist, Veronica Cray
meant nothing whatsoever. All
that had been in the past—and
because that conflict had never
been resolved. because he hag al-
ways suffered humiliatingly from
the fear that he had, in plain lan-
nyage, ‘‘run away,”’ Veronica's
image had never completely left
4.1, Sne had come to him tonight
out of a dream . . . and he had
accepted the dream, and now,
thank God, he was delivered from
it forever. He was back in the
present—and it was 3 a.m., and
it was just possible that he had
mucked up things rather badly.

(To Be Continued)
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galt. Add meat and onion and
blend well, mixing lightly. Shape
into 4 individual ablong meat
loaves and place in shallow,
oiled pan. Mix together ingre-
dients for barbecue sauce and
pour over loaves. Make for 45
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