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FDITORIALS

THE POLL 7TAX AND DICTA’
The

22 contained

TORSHIP

News and Observer of Februarvy
an excellent editorial com-
ment on poll tax payment as a require-
ment for the suffrage. The
the editorial was a speech by Senator
Hoey in Virginia, in wheh he apparent-
ly agreed wth Senator By:d of that state,
that Presdent Truman’s civil rights pro-
posals “conceivably ecould lead to dic-
tatorship.” The News and Observer com-
intimated that it iy the poll
tax itself which permits the Byvrd ma-
chine to have a stranglehold on Virginia
politics which practically

occasion for

menfatoor

amounts to a
dictatorship within the State of Virginia.

Talk of dictatorship by ‘the
and any surviving Bilbeg” is not a little
of place, the inti-
mates. ‘“National insist,

Byrds

writer
they

out editorial
r(‘]w;ti
would be an invasion of ‘Southern liber-
ties’ which is a matter much more impor-
fant to them than the liberties of other

Southerners.”

Going on to mention that the poll

was adopted in Virginia a quarter of a
céntury after
the editervial quotes the famous
of the {ilass in defense of
the measure at far
adoption: that it
deprive a single white man of the ballot,
but will inevitably cut from the electorate
four-fifths of the Negroeg.” (In passing i
miay be observed that this discrimination
thing many southerners
vights.)

reconstruction w as over,
statement
fate Carter
the

“does

time it was up

not necessarily

is the kind of

mean when they sayv states

The editorial condemns the poll tax as

than a racial one,

“Actually,
white men than

a ¢lasg device rathor
experience have proved that
kept
“‘}\&‘2
The

sd and con-

more Negroes are
from th e polis
Southern poll tax sta
poll tax is further
demned in the editorial
which Southern
hundreds of thousands

in Virginia as in
tes,” 1* ohserves,

descri

as a ‘device by

some politicans keep

of white South-
from participation in the demot-
South and one whosc
purpose is “to keep the poor of

from participating in det woeracy.”

eraers
3 ¥

7 P
28
itseitd,

racy of thee

TACEes

all

There is one sour note in the editorial

and that mayv have been unintended, as i
is not in harmony with the general tenov
of ths modern News and Observer. But
one who did not know might gather the

3 % 3~
impiression that the

ihe effect of the poll tax

electorate, as

writer was condemn-
on the po-
white
chisement of Negroes, i
jeast of little significance

o, o0 P i e i
able, was at

e editorial makes 11

Nonetheless th
clear that the poil tax is an undemocratic
and that of Nepgroes
iy not its only purpose novr
its only result. And it is clear that the
News and Observer has nothing good
say about the pell tax as a device 1o re-
duce the electorate.

device exclusion
from the bailot

TWO CASES

That the Supreme Court’s ruling in the
Morgan case dend
amplyv demonstrated when
Grevhound Bus paid
€. B. Hauser, of Winston-Salem, $2.008
in an out-of-cont of a false
arrost case. The case developed oul of
the arrest in Mount Airy of Mr. Hauser,
as he rode a bus te Charlgston,
West Virginia, to return to his teaching
duties at West Virginia State
Mount Airy policemen arrvested him, with
great misgivings, on a warrant sworn out
by the bus driver who charged violation

fettey
Atlantic

1s mot a was
the
Company vecently

settlement

enroute
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Sanusoript, ete., unless DIAMDE 4re SN

v 118 East Hnrgett St Relelgh, ¥, O

fthe state jim erow law, and Judge

Mount Alry Recorder’s Court
hnhl‘ll" that the

precedence over the

Lewellyn of

released him, Suptreme

Court decision took
state's gegregation laws where interestate

passengers were involved,

The bus
its agent was in the
the next best thing in correcting the in-
Myr. Hauser. '

company has recognized that

wrong, and is doing

jury done

The Pridgen case, originating in Ra-
leigh, was similar in seveval respeets, but
the court ruled that the dispatcher who
Pridg acting
authorization the
transportation company could not be held
The Atlantic

ged that their driver

caused Mr. ren's arrest was

beyvond and therefore
responsible, Grevhound
Company alle wWas
acting contrary to orders, yvet it has taken
and The
Pridgen case will go to the State Suprem?
and it is possible that the high
will hold that the bus company is

yosponsibility paid damages,
Court,
court
lHable after after all.

LOST DAYS

When Wake
after
pension of activilies because of bad wea-

ther

e

County schools finally

opened an unprecedently long sus-

and bad road conditions Supevin-

tendent Benton's office roported that the
ge of veturninge
that of

truc?

percenta Negro c¢hildren

smaller than

Why

was considerably

white children. would this be

It may be a fact that a lavger propor-

tion of colored children’s homes are ou

back roads that were still relatively im-
that

schaool hus

passabe; the average distance to
stops 1s greater for Negro
that there is

Ne

anv nf

than for white children;

while than

I‘H:H

hetter bus service for for

oy DISE 7 RN
oro chiaren.

We do not sav

these thimgs are true, but we are inter-

Benton’s fi-
gures aroused the conjectures.

osted, and Superintendent

However it 18 admitic true that

dly

many parents, and possibly more Negro
than \\'hi!e, do not put too high a value
atten
not vet disappeared

nor

an Cons

The
rural

stently regular scheool
attitude

districts,

altogether in
ities, that ¢h

iildren
on the days

v iren
smn@thing more impm*t:—am to do.

ance.
has
towns
and ¢
chool

i i

should go to

"')

there is
Parents
that there is
children should
Where

absences

often appear not to realize

any pressing reasen why

attend school ey ery ;n;\\flbl d ay,

s B B = SrSupL N s N .
that is the attitude. excuses foi

come to mind rather easily. and relatively

effert and and sacrifice

ngenuity
are applied to seeing thal children main-
tain as

nearly as possible perfect atten-

eCords.

aance

'.’“‘:“ "\"uxﬂ‘ i1 annogiv
e PR (e BE TSR L

Authorities

EVER il Cotieges

not infrequently receive re

guests from parents to permit a son, and

especially a daughter, to home for 3
few da

Sometimes the

g0

AVS Or a4 week, for various reasons,

reason 18 gond  and

very
the circumstances seem to render the ac-
but

tion unavoirdable, again, sometimes

it 1= not so.

Often the chief difficulty is that neithe:

puplis nor realize

lost

that every day
other

parents

counts, and that dayvs invoive

HOSSeS,
ASSUMING RESPONSIBILITY
President Trun

has

that

P

aas apnounced

ran

he ordered the Department of

fense to eliminate as fast as possible the

remaining racial discrimination

in the

Poiicies

o
n
L

armed forces,
President is implementing in an

In so doing
area in
which he has the power to de so his own
stated philesophy
tion.

on racial discrimina-
At the same time he issued executive
orders against discriminatiory practices
in federal emplovment coming under the

executive aathority.

In doing these things Mr
shows that he iz wot necessarily simply
playing to the grandstand when he calls
on Congress

Tramsan

o epact certain Jemislalion
m the mterests of the rights of minorie
ties. He is doing whal he as the execu-
tive has the power o do toward correct.
g anjustices within the
ernment Hsell. and for this he deserves
Tall credit. He s assuming the responsi-
bility where the responsibility rests on
him atone,
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THE PATHETIC SOUTH

The south 1s pathetic! It has been “sn]id"n';‘! long time hut
more recently it has become pathetic in its feverishaefforts to stem

the tide of roand brotherbood.  The world (1568 vmg for
democracy and the ~,(‘um is crying against i; the world is lenging

for brotherhood and the south is spurning it,

democer:

My beloved south is pathetic! It is striving to be an island
‘egation and discrimination and lynching in a sea of de:
and humanity. The most pathetic part aboul the senitfy
plight is, it is fighting a losing The south can
tide that 15 pressing upon it than ¢ ean

sippi river.

fight, no more

s}
stemn the dam the Mis

The there are noble-souled whites of the south who

fact is,

see the danger in the course the south has been following; they
krnow whatl evils have come and which are likely to come of an
attempt to permanently subjugate its Negro citszens,

seen the handwriting on the wall and are
As o between destroying their own
they are quite willing to save the
1selves can be saved. They know that
can the south and nation be saved.

These whites have
E‘\"."L',;
the

they

ready to let the OBS 20,
Negroes
Ty vy
then

na other,

souls and saving
Negro if thereby
in this way and in
a certain sector of the soulhy,

Tom Watzon, Benn Tillman
ingly willing to detroy them-

have
~ ?
e Smith,

enough, we
of Hol

they are

But pathetically

remnants of the davs

and Vardamen, and seem

selves and their beloved south in order to relive again the days
oi reconstruction and slavery.
Dear to their hearts are lynching, domination, segregation,

ranchisement and  exploitation of Negroes, Thev get their
‘ording it over” poor defenseless Negroes, whom
through hundreds of unrewarded
knowing they seems to

atest gloryvan®
gated years of

“white”

subjug

only me

whey aave

labors: Theii ans of are

L comparing themselves with black men. They are only great
noco with degraded and subjugated Negroes. Hevein lies
1 athos of the situation!

The we-blooded white man of the south and his descendants
foel ihel n intrinsic worth, and do not have to degrade Ne-

conscious of their
bred whites saw
Their superior
There

become
better

it ended.

slave-drivers.

,7:‘ &~

apon degraded Negroes fe

in the davs of slavery these

slavery and wanted to see

unfitted them to be

training
\ something  in o the raake-up that revolled at the servant-
i ter xituation
Some of 1 even taught theiv slaves to read and write but
: 5
D g | iescendants have always exulted

only somebody they
subjugated Negio

ynebody and  the

was the poor, tgnorant

| Ju ten ) t the giory that inheret

ng N e ROt { i their whiteness

| i1 g Tak: i jor to oppress and sup-
1 < Nev-tos and vou take away the burden of their speech an

uth 15 pathelic!  We see our goveriors weeping
i ¢ ust ¢ President Truman dared
g s | s poll-tax and unfait
1« with lynchings.
el e the siates to have gov:
w \ 4 the poll-tax and unfair
miplovnient p {
in e W oL 2 romore yncis
& e U mp nt to helip ¢ir-
] il the guarantet t af the United
Stal ey in { € 1nore at egation.
W i st becatist fo sec an
iy eaation, the poll tax and unfair emplovinent
i o= Yot £ in 413
T8 3 € L i1ax, with unfu‘;
plon T ces and 4 o 0 v for Iyvuchers.
oo states munst

south-my b uih-is bist there is hope,

Ves mngdant hope 111 thy the south is-pass-

it its dying g ul growing pains! Toe south 18 grow-

It giredl FEGE Bt DeINg ma ¢ § greatest }'H’f)u‘f ”‘n'l'i"ﬂr.

) i i 1500 any other part of our

natien?
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el &% i o MHRC Ay huscand worked

A ¢ Wi way {rom bome two years bul

‘Hinks aboul came home cvery iwp weeks. He

think is back bhome working and we are
no! getiing along well He writes o

aoesnt

know belter

g at ponclus some. woman all of the time and

chose vou it hes asked e for g divcree and foy

sther  Zirl  at e children, We've ceen married

é sa’t thai convinc- ‘13 year; | ¢ £ ohpilt.oen and ex
pe Joves wvou and nol her” perting ano What must 1

just do? 1 love

much.

dey a divorse

riblc injustice 0

were 10 separ-
i love with

presses . hiss — be
when b

Cassure

a'l he needs. 21 3 vou

{ What s wrong with th nes only fascinated
Was o He dowssn™ sl realize it bul
iAWY ROUuSe JNY  Imore hi- gl 0 arvume the Te-

' wen ery  sponsibility of Tearmng his six ehil.

; W i acy. tiren af wou were foolish enough tige

s T & ew #ve thepn up. My happier stn?
- : tieul your Lasson Noo 2. How To Hold Yout
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