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When yow give an ELECTRICAL

GIFT, vou give o hil of betler living,
for every elechrical applionce DOES
something for the owner-——does some
thore, or provides some comlorl bets

fer than il was done belore.

Be sure to visit the electrical
stores in your Christmos shopping.
See for yourself the many beoutiful
and USEFUL gifts displayed. You
van salve mony of your gift problems

inan electiical store. Try it el
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BLACKWOOD’S STORES

@ RALEIGH

504 Hillsboro Street

® FAYETTEVILLE

& BURLINGTON
103 8. Main St.

® HENDERSON
519 Hay St. 414 8. Gamett St.

® WASHINGTON
218 W. Main St.

@ LUMBERTON
109 E. Second St

@ KINSTON
108 W, Gorden §t.

# For Best Gilt Selections ... SHOP NOW!

Use Our Cenvenient Lay-A-Way Plan
% For Hieh Ouality Merchandise at Popular Prices . ..
REMEMBER!
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In the past three years
%30.000.000 of new

construction in North Carolina

Jor More and Better Telephone Service

Sinee VaJ Day more than 97,000 new telephones have
3 !

been added, bringing the total to more than 252.000

Southern Bell ga‘;i‘l?hhﬁi‘\\ NOw sery g!l;,{ the State
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ing needs of this growing state. There
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are today 629% more telephones in ser-

mn 1945,

But that’s unly part of the story ...
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growth that had to take in order

to add and serve these telephones.
Since VJ Day, 9 new buildings
have been constructed and
huildings substantially enlarged, pro-
viding nearly 200,000 square feet of
additional floor space. And ecentral
offiee equipment "hasg been installed
that has made possible a greater ex-
pansion of facilities throughout the
state. Long distance service has also
been expanded and improved by the
addition of €61 rew eircuits, enabling
us to handle more long distance calls

more quickly

More Calls Made Every Day
Our North Carolina cuastomers are
now making & daily average of nearly
2,000,000 local calls as vonmpared with
1,200,000 in 1945, and long distance
calls  have increased to 1,400,000

monthly, a 31% increase over 1945,

Yes, North Carolina's telephone ser-
vice has really grown - yiof onlv iy
size but' in vale ay well, for vou can
now call many more people aud many
more can call you. But in spite of the

epnone arn-

.:'.x CASe Eu DUSITERS, e
s continue to b dangerously low.
This is hecause the amount of money
pald out 1o furnish you service has
ircreased at a faster pace than the

amount ol money taken in.,

Still More Facilities Needed

Southern Bell's greatly increased
vestment in North Carolina is evi-
dence of our faith in the state and
its people. Future expansion and im-
rovement of the service will require
many more millions of dollars of new
money, This will have to be financed,
as in the past, with money furnished
by investors who may be expected to
provide the necessary capital only so
long as they receive a fair return on
their money. That's why it's 8o neces-
sary that telephone rates be sufficient
to pay today's incressed operating
costs and provide & reasonable return
to those who have invested their
savings in the business.

Telephone rates in North Carolina
are not sufficient to meet today's
costs and assure the Company’s abil-
1ty to render good serviee. That is
why we are now- before the North
Caroling Utilities Commission seeking
sich rates as will enable us to con-
tinue to provide vou with good and
dependuble seryvice.

Harsey . Baoth

Carolinas Manager
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