., credence to a disclosure thata hoy-

~ sneers of eritics who for months
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Negro Base

Boycott Protests Absence
0f Race Players In Dixi

NEW ORLEANS-~(ANP)— The|
statement last week by a top of-
ficial of the Southern Association |
baseball organization that the|
association may fold unless more |
fans start coming to games, gives

cott of the league by Negroes has |
been highly etfective. |
The boycott , Initiated last
vear without fanfare and pub-
liclty, is in protest to the ab-
sence of Negro players in the
lineup of any of the eight
elubs of the association,
and jim ecrow seating. It began

here when five prospective
Negro players were dropped
from the New Orieans Peli-

cans' roster hefore the season
got under way. It has since
spread as  far  as  Atlanta,
where an  out-o f-proportion
drop in Negro attendance at
home games was reported.
The boveott is listed as unoffi-
cial. But there is nothing unoffi-
ial gbout the results. |
A recent tabulation of atten- |
dane figures shows a drastice 20
per cent drop so far this season, in
contrast to a three per cent in-
crease for the period last|
year, The talily also shows that five
teams have lost 67,992 in paid ad-
misgions. The remaining three |
clubs,. s league-leading Birmingham,
second-place Memphis and fifth-
place Little Rock have shown in-
creased attendance. The reason for |
this, league officials stated, is that |
“more whites are attending'

same

I"';'-vh

. JUNE

pames."”

attendance woes |

The league's
was further explained by Earl
Mann, general manager of the
Atlanta Crackers and Vincent
Rizzo, general manager of the
' Pelicans. Mann said:

“The entire Southern Asso-

ciation may have to fold un-
Jess more fans start coming to
games.”

Said Rizzo: “There is defl
nitely a beycott but I don’t
want i0o comment on it
further.”

Clarence Laws, ficld Secre-
tary for the Louisiana branch

of the NAACP , commented
that the boycott has been
about 95 per cent effective
here,

When it first started here,
club officials called a conference

with Negro leaders in an effort to
settle the dispute. But when it got
under way , the baseball men
found themselves confronted not
only with the request for quali-
fied Negroes on the teams, but with
demands for integrated seating in

!

the home stadium. The conference |

ended in a stalemate and Negroes
quitely formulated a “stay-at-
home” policy which has since
spread to other association eities
It is reportedly spreading over
Dixie

So effective has been the boy-
cott here, that at a recent Pelicans
game, only four Negroes
counted in the audience,

&
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SALUTING THE HERO—-Cmcxmah Bedleg quv.l'ablomky
holds $wo balls, symbolizing the two homers he powered

in @ yevent game with the Dodgers at Ebbets Held. His tenth
maning clowt guve the Reds the edge, 786, ond Hay gels a

stbute from feammmates Brooks

Lawrence (center) and Her-

schel Freeman. (Newspress Phoic),

BY CBARLES J. Livingston
for ANP

RAY ROBINSON: A ONCE-
IN-A-LIFETIME FIGHTER
After an absence of nearly three

weeks, the writer is back at the
Ringside. Back fo work. dnd like
other men who earn their living
working, 1 should perhaps be
cursing the unkind gods of povery
for ending my brief respite. But
such an attitude does not prevail
at present, mainly because the|
task which I have set about to|
accomplish is a delightful if not|
rewarding one. For now I writel
about Sugar Ray Robinson. the
greatest first fighter, pounddor-
pound, that ever laced on a pair of
mitte,

Just e forinight or so ago,
Robinson demonstirated anew his
resourcefulness and ) in
ring warfare by again trouncing

Carl Bobo Olsen.

This fime as a crowd of
more than 200000 fans
watched in the gathering twi-

¥ light of Los Angeles’ Wrigley
. Field, Robinson stopped Bobe
y for thes fourth time in four
meetings on 2 knockout in {he

:. fourth round. He struck the

| pastel-colored Hawailian with

j & cruel lefi hook which left

{ him prostrate at 2:51 of the

| round,

: Up until that time, Ray had
\boxed carefully wailing for the|

plodding Olson to open up, When |
he did, Ray countered and it was |
&l over,

Ray Robinson, three-time mid-
dleweight king, has protected his
title not only against Olson, but
also in  spite of the barbs and

‘have been picturing him as a de-
©repit  figure tottering from old
age.

. But even Ray's greal comeback
and  his  stunning  performances
against Olson can’t seem to satisfy
The skeptics. They are either too
proud and callous to admit their
error, or they just fail to recognize |
Bobmson for the exceptional
fighter that he is, A Onge- In Al
Lifetime Fighter,

Still disbelieving that 2 man
of 35 can so remarkably re-
fuie the old ring adage: “they
never come back,” the skep-
tics are blaming Olson’s last |

i
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i hig

At The Ringside—

fwo defeats by Robinson on
Archis Moore. “Archle finish-
ed him!” they ory. “He can't
take it anymore” “Moore
ruined him.” Yel f anyone
started Bobo down the knock-
oui trail, it must be Robinson.
Ray knocked him kicking in
their very first meeiing in
Philadeiphia In 1850, and has
repeated  the act two more
times, All told he has whipped
Bobo four times, He virtually

owns him,
Skepties may hide behind ex-
cuses but we writers must al-

ways be frank in admitting our
mistakes. 'Tn Sugar’s case there is
an even greater responsibility to
do so--because he won so magni-
ficently. For mnever before in the
long history of the prize ring has
a fighter ever regained the mid-
dleweight title twice. Ray did it,
and therefore iz by logic an ex-
ceptional fighter—in a class by
himself.
Ray at 35 has more fight
left in him than perhaps any
of the present day contenders,
He has lost the blazing speed
that once made him fammous,
but his hands can stili do what
his brifliant mind tells therm to
do, Hig coordination is good.
Does he still punch fast? Ask
Bobo Olson. He will tell you that
he didn't even see the punch that
clipped him the last time out.

Ray is tops. J'd take him in his
prime over any other man who
gver boxed.

oS ——

Erskine Credits
GCampanella With
“Bums’’ Success

BROOKLYN (ANP) — Here in
thiz so-called “Flatbush” town ro-
tund Roy Campanella i heralgzd
ras the man who gives the world
i champion Brooklyn Dodgers the
ft.

Managers, coaches and plain
observers have singled ont
Campy as the key man in the
Brooklyn lineep, along with

were |
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will be plaved at Griffith Park,
starting at 85:00 o'clock. first base and bats barefooted. !
The Clowns. as usuoal have In opposing the Clowns, the N.|
their top stars in ecxcellent Y. Black Yankees have an aggre-
shape, and are bound fo please zation of young ball players who
even ithe most enthusiastio are bound to attract the attention
fans. In addition there will be of major league scouts. The Yanks

with his pint-sizer sidekick and!
| butt of all pranks, Spec Bebnp,,
the sensational |

|
| " f |
into Charlotte as they | and unique third baseman, who !
| x
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Wrestling? ‘It Beats
Stealmg, Joe Louis

AT A&T SPORTS BANQUET

AT A&T SPORTS BANQUET-

Len Ford, left, star end for the " v a million in taxed. He sees |
Cleveland Browns, who made |  oresfling as the oniy way to

the principal address at the re- l even his debt. !
cent All-Sports Banquet at A&T | “Look at it this way,” Louis ‘
College, admires a watch, among | jn JI,00k, “Primo Carnera made |

other gifts which went to Bill

Bell, right, head ecoach and
athletic director at the college.
Mrs. Bell holds the surprise
token,

PRINCE JO HENRY -— The
greatest natural playing baseball
comedian discovered by the
nationaily famed Indianapelis

ofv

So for gz.md entertainment and
a topnotch baseball game,
witness these professional

Clowns since introducing Goose
Tatum to the sporis world a
dezen years ago, is Prince Jo
| Henry, third baseman extra-
ordinary, whe makes his per-
sonal appearance with the ¥Fun-
makers against the mighty New
York Black Yankees of the
Negro National League in their
return appearance ite Charlotie,
this time at Griffith Park, on
Thursday night, June 7ih at
8:00 ¥.M.

acreage of wheat

Total in the
598 million in 1956—an increase of

' million acres over last years
crop.

Inited States is expected to reach |,

Louis Sees
Wrestling As |
Money Maker

New York -—-

l' ormer heavy- |

weight champion Joe Louis, who !
has returned to the ring as a:
wrestler in order to square his|

tax debt, knows that wrestling is al
bad act, but feels that It beals|
stealing”., the new issue of Look)
Magazine said Monday. i
Although his fights grossed |
more than 4 1-2 million, Joe |
is hopelessiy in debt and owes
the Federal Governmeni near-

| more as a wrestler than a fighter,” |

{ SN M S !

Bobby Boyd,
Milo Savage
Fight Set

CHICAGO \ANP' — Bobby
Boyd, fourth ranked middieweight |

‘;x’.'

iy

‘EZ’ TAKES A DRUBB ~Bronx heuvyweight Wayne
fethea (righ 1) moves in on ¢ hecvyweight champ
Ezzord Charles with both barrels in the fourth round of their
recent bcm c‘s St T‘.-'}.-\.:h‘., crena in New York. Bethea scored
& unani ion over the {ormer champ from Cincinnati.
(Nl-wﬂ'“ 5

s
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vorts Affair

giving in until your goals had
heen finally accomplished,

contender, and Milo Savage, rat-
ed third, will clash in a nationaily

televised 10 rouncdgr in the Sta-
dium here June 6. the Interna-|
tional Boxing Club announced last
week.

The signing of Boyd and Savage!

brings together twe of the' fore- S ' pa i
most challengers for Sugar Ray!ig, 1% ‘Organization,” he said “is the
Robinsons’ middleweight lum‘e’:ia.‘(;'“‘, tey to the success of the
It also gives Boyd fhe chance to! " iy, s and is necessary to reali-
avenge a defeat suffered at f‘mzf(‘,i«““' of any .)‘xiovehwm.” He

ined the ‘f

18t ~ 1 exXp a8 meaning a

hands of Savage in New York &

for the A

April 18. Each fighter is risking| 5 .4 o onehin | TESOlve to put one's best into his
considerable prestige. ;h“”l e £ an | efforts and the “K”, a subtle sug-
Boyd is perhaps Dbefter %Hu g7 = or and | gestion to kneel down auq pray.
known nationally, because of |, \,,;’,‘:“, g ! cere belief in God will help

‘s way.,” he advised,
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his stunning upset of Eduarde ng
Lausse, former No. 1 contend- |
er. here recently. Savage held
Lausse to a draw, also in a re-
cent bout.

Boyd, who said he was an- |
xious te fight for the champ- |
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victories, six losses and fwo
draws. Savage has won 38
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