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CHAPTER V.
The “Mad Major.”

IIE norses In the bospitals are
worshiped and adored by the
soldiers, and surely this s as it

should be, for they are suffering al-
most a8 much as the men, and yet they
keep cheerful and supply the tender
womanly sympathy which means so
much when in physical apgulsh. They
are a wonderful bhody of women, and
thelr work s appreciated. Bome of
L]

When a Man Has Been Killed His Let-
Aers Are Marked “Killed."

them are elose enough to the front te

under fire, and they are as brave as
tue men when It comes to faclog dan-
Kor f

During an neroplane rald last fall 1
lisl a chance to watch some of the
permes. We hnd about thirty German
eoroplanes over our encampment drop
I 2 bombs,  As they went back te
thoir own linea*they flew over a hos
pital located in an open fleld, There
wore huge red crosses painted on the
tep of every teat, so it wonld meem
that any mistake as to the nature of
the enmp would be lmpossible, Never-
theless am tho taobes passed over they
tropped severnl bombs in the hospital
nud killed quite a number of the poor
chaps who were already wounded. The
1irges worked us bard as they could
frying to quiet the rest of the men,
und it Is uo casy task, for, while a sol-
tier muy face slmost anything when
be in well, it 1s n very different matter
when he 18 1ying helpless, wounded and
in pain, on n streteher,

I was very much Interested to learn
how a mun's mail was taken care of
when anything had happened to bim,
It seemed to me that the chance of bia
letters helug returned before his people
could be notified wus very great. On
usking nhout this I found that when a
mnn has been killed his letters are
murked “Killed,” but instead of be-
«ing sent directly to his people they are
returned to the war office and are sent
from there, aftor the casunlty bas been
unde known, to his relatives. In this
wiy many people are saved a great
denl of prenature worry and uuneasi
neRda,

| shall pever forget the time 1 saw
tie Royvul Torse artillery go Intosaction,
for n wmore thrilling slght wotild be

bard to tmagine. 1 was out, alene in
tha car, and 1 bad lLeen dolng patrol.
¢y | went rather closer to oor fir-
e Hoe than | intended to, but declded
to pish on until [ struck the “route

Lutlonaie," so T wonld have a good road
all the rest of the way back to eamp.

| had to go through the village of
Divicebuseh, and us [ came to the cross-
ronds Just outside the village a sentry
stopped me and sald [ could not go on.
It seems that some Gérmans bhad got &
wacking gun in the steeple of the
church nnd were cleanlng up every-
thlog that tried to pass. The horse

artilety ¥.ad been sent for, and I learn.
ed thit tliey were on thelr wa) even
then.

I derided to walt around and mee
what ‘uappened, so I pulled in to the
alde of the rond, 1 had hardly stopped
wher, 1 henrd a rush and.rattle that
souv.ded llke an old fllyver in the dis
tance. Around the curve dashed eight
hovses on the dead gallop, pulllog an

“elghteen pounder behind them, They
dashed by, but about fifty yards ahead
of me they swung around and tralned
that gun on the church.

There was a moment’s pause, and
then she spoke, and away weat ateeple,
Germans, machine gun and all. The
first shot had beem a direct hit, and it
couldn't have been better if they had
tried a thousand years.

It was the very next day after this
event that I got into as tight a fix as I
ever care to find myself. I was order
od to take three officers to & place a

3 j £ =
@ Reuimiel T5ad besa therw betors, |

and from what I had seen then [ wasn't

eager about making the trip again

We started off about 1 o'clock and
expected to be back by & I noticed as
1 came to the Kemmel road that there
were two sentries on duty there, but
as they only saluted the officers and
didn't say anything 1 thooght no more
about it Now, Eemme] lles at the foot
of a hill and is tocked In between
Mount Noir and Mount Kemmel It
would be a coay little place in peace
time, but 1t fs an awful trap to get
eaught In when there Is & war on.

I sent the car up the Lill as fast she
could go, and it was a long climb. As
we went over the brow and started on
the down grade we ran right under the
pose of the German artillery observers,
This road waoa officlally closed, and
those sentries should have stopped us.

Well, It scared me so that I went
down that hill so fast those officers
must have thought they were in a para-
chute. As we entered the village the
shells commenced to drop in on us, and
we ran for the nearest sbelter, which
bappened to be a brewery.

There wasn't much left of the place
anyway, as It had been in German
hands, and we had shelled them out of
it, and when we bad taken It they had
sbelled vs out of it. Anyway, we left
the car and crawled into the cellar. It
was wet and fiithy, but It looked Just
like heaven to me that day.

We Iny thege in all this fiith hour
after hour, while the sbells lterally
poured in all around us. They cer
taluly wasted a lot of good ammunition
trylug to get us, but the best of it was
that they didn’t succeed. One of the
oflicers remarked during a moment’s
allence that the erown prince of Ger.
many must bave made his beadquar
ters in the pince when it was In Ger-
man hands, Another, officer replied
that he wished the crown prince was
there now.

We lay there tfll the fire let up,
which it did about & o'clock. 1 was
worrylng about getting back, and [
was also wondering what bad become
of the car. If it was gone we might
Just as well kiss ourselves goodby, for
our chances of getting out on foot
would be slim, .

When the fire bad abated we came
oot and looked around. The enemy
certalnly had made a mess of the place,
for even the top story of the brewery
bad been shot away from over our
heads. 1 went to look the car over, and
you can just belleve 1 was relleved to
Bnd tbut, aside from having a few
holes through the body, It was all
right.

The officers decided to wait untfl it
was dark before chancing to run back.
I didn't know what wes golng to hap-
pen to us. 1 wasn't very famliliar with
the rond, and 1 was afraid they would
huve some kind of barricade up or
bave a few machine guna trained on us
or something equally unplensant,

| certalnly was dreading that ride
back, but there was no other way out,
and we were betwecn the devil and
the deep sen. It was at a time like that
that | wished that I bad never seen
the British army. 1 turned the car

around, and as soon as It was dark we
g0t in and started. I opened her up

The British Tommy Will Gamble Wit\h
On or For Anything,

wide, and by the time we got to the
bottom of the i)l we were doing about
fifty miles an bour, and I couldn't see
very much, elther, for of course | did
not use any lights,

1 didn't know what was walting fos
us at the top of the Lill, but 1 did
kvow that if there was anything there
we were golng right through It, even
if we didn't go any farther. The ridic
ulous part of It was that we went righ,
threugh and never saw a thing. Abso
lutely nothing happened, but 1 don'i
ever wolt to feel aguln the way | fell
golog up that hill,

Bhortly after this I learned that th

Britma Tummy 18 & great gamble: and
will gamble with, on or for anything.
Trench pools used to be very popular,
Abort ten fellows got together, and
each put 10 francs In a pool just be-
fore they went into actlon. They left
this money with some one behind the
Nues, for they wou'd be In action any-
where {1om slx days to three weeks.

The Idea of the pool was this: Thowe
who lived to get back would take the
money and split B evenly among them-
selves. If only one lived he would
bave the whole lot. Bometimes the
goot would be falrly big and some-
"Hmes the reverse, but whatever they
bad went In.

,Hos, rats, mice, dogs, cats, gosts and
{ ]

| It was the offfy gamble I ever saw
where you couldmt lese. If you came
out safely yon were bound to get your

| own money back at least.
¢ The Tommies are strong for carrylng
" pets with them too, They keep cana.

eved plgi, and hey will g bungry
themselves mather than see the object
of their affections want for anything.
On the march If they get tired they
may throw thelr equipment away, but
I never heard of one yet who would
give up his mascot,

During the winter there was a lot of
talk about the “mad major.” He was
an artillery officer who was just about
the biggest doredevll I ever heard of.
e kept an seroplane himself, and if
be wanted to correct a range he would
go and drop smoke bombs over the
polot he wanted to get. He was abso-
lutely feariess and would fiy so low
that they would be potting at him with
revolvers, but it didn't seem to bother
bim,

I have beard that he 4id more dam-
age with bis battery than a whole bri-
gade of ordinary artlllery could under
ordinary circumstances. I don't know
what liecnine of bim in the end, but the
last of bis stunts that 1 beard about
was this: There was a blg screnteen
Inch bowitzer dolng us an awful lot of
damage. It was out of range of our
guns, and we were much put about as
to how to get It out of action,

The “mad major" went out alone i
bis seroplane and took with him just
one bomb, a hundred pounder. He lo-
cated the gun he wanted while fAylng
at an altitude of 8,000 feet. He got
right over the position and stopped hls
engine. He dld & nose dive to within
400 feet of the gun. Then he dropped
bis bomb and blew the thing to atoms,
He got Lack safely, but the planes of
bls machine were rigdled with bullets.

Boon after this we were on the move,
and, as it bappened, we went from bad
to worse. The first day we entered a
litle place that was unoccupled by
troops, and we decided to spend the
night there. The Germans must bave
beard of our arrival promptly, for be-
fore we had been there an hour shells
began to drop In on us,

The officer I was driving was with
me at the time the first one burst. It
landed In the back yard of the house
we were In, and the force of the explo-
slon sent vs all (o a beap on the floor.
The officer declded that we would get
out of the place and find some nice,
quiet spot to spend the night. We left
at once and went about five miles down
the road until we came to a fleld am-
bulance. We found that they had some
spare stretchers, so we decided to stay
there. The officer's servant carried
stretchers in for all of us, and after
baving something to eat we went right
to sleep, na we were tired ouvt.

I don't belleve we had been asleep
more tlian an hour when a shell Janded
lo that Oeld ambulancel It tore throug!
the roof and burst in the room next t
us, killing and wounding elghteen men
whb had already been wounded once
1 got up in a hurry, but found that the
oficer was before me, and when |
reached the car he was making himsel
comfortable In the tonnean. | took my
waterproof sheet and blankets an
made myself a bed un the cobblestone
unter the car. 1 slept llke a log untl
it began to raln, and tlen | got up In
disgust and sat up the rest of the night
In the driving seat.

The next day we stopped In a Ilittle
village called Pradelles, the place
where the Germans had stood a priest
up agalnst the wall of his own church
and shot bim because he wonldn't give
them the Information they wanted

Acroas from this church was a little!

“estaminet,” where 1 went to buy a
bottle of wine to have with my dinner
You can imagine my surprise when the
Frenchwoman In cliarge called me an
“English pig" and sald that she would
sell nothing to the English. I told he
what I thought of her, and she told me
what she thought of me,

8Blhe mall the English were thieves,
murderers and other nice things and
Informed me alsogthat the only true
gentlemen in the world were the Prus
slans, fhe certalnly had me aronsed
and | was going to arrest every one 1
conld find In the house until ber dnugh
ter cnme In.

Bhe saw at once how things were and
led the old Indy upstairs and then ex
plalned that the Germans had taken
ber two youngest slsters away and that
since that time ber motber had been
Insane.

It was outside of Pradelles that we
ran Into the Germans and had a long
distance scrap, We were not strong.
and we didu’t know how strong thes
were, 80 we were not pressing them
very bard until some re-enforcements
came up. [ think they were In the
snme position, for they didn't try to get
to close quarters. Bo we kept at it all
afternoon until at night the Germans
setired, and we camped a little farther
on and walted for our main body to
tome up, Our casuulties sumbered only
about twenty dend, and we buried them
In the churchrard before we left,

I passed through Pradelles about two
months Iater, and | went Into the
churchyard where those chaps were
burled, The people of the village have
set ltt's white crosses at the head of
ench grave, On ench cross are the name
number and regiment of the soldlei

Iytng below, and under that ls “Aiort
de Ia Champ d'Honneur,” It was g
most thoughtful thing for those pous
peasants to do,

It was in a village called OQutrasteens,
quite pear Pradelles, that I first saw
the Prince of Wales. He was with Str
Jobn French, and they were review-
Ing a brigade that badn't been i the
country very long. He is a nies look-
ing fellow, but very boyish In appear-
ante. He b lked by the men and
quite often will go and sit among them
and talk to them.

Boon after this I recelved orders to
prepare for a two day journey ln the
car. | didn't know where 1 was to go
until the night before 1 waa to start,

The Prince of Wales, With 8ir John
French, Reviewing a Brigade.

and then 1 wae told that 1 was to go
to Parls to get an officer who was walt.
ing for me there. Of course I was de-
lighted, for 1 badn't been in any large
city for a long time.

Parls fa more than 200 mfiles from
where we were then, and my orders
were to make it In one day. While It
was a long Journey, I felt that it would
be well worth i, so 1 set out with a
light heart. At Lillers I hit the main
Parls road, and it was glorious. There
Is no speed Umit for a dispatch car,
and you bet I was fiying my blue and
white flag that day. Btraight down
through 8t. Venant, Bt. Pol, Doullens
and Amiens I flew, and about 6:30 I
came to the outskirts of Parls. I was
surprised on enteriag the capital to
find so few British soldiers, I knew
that we bad several permanent bases
In the vicinity, and I expected to find
the place swarming with Tommies.
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Don’t Fail to Read Nexi
Week’s Installment of this
Remarkabie Story.

Was a
Misery

Mrs. F. M. Jones, of
Palmer, Okla., wriles:

“From the time I en-
tered into womanhood
+ » » 1 looked with dread
from one month to-the
next. 1 suffered with my
back and bearing-down
pain, until life to me was
2 misery, [ would think
I could not endure the
pain any longer, and 1
gradyally got worse. ., . [{[}
Nothirig seemed to help .
ms until, one day, . « «
| decided to

|
f

TAKE

The Woman’s Tonic

“1 took four botfles,”
Mrs. Jones goes on fo
say, “and was not only
greaily relleved, but can
truthfully say that | have
nctapain, , ,

“]t has now been two
years since I took Cardu,
and | am stil In good
health, . . 1wouldad- |
vise any woman or girl
to use Cardul who is &
sufferer from any female
trouble.”

If yousuffer pain caused
from womanly trouble, or
if you fecl the need of a
good strengthening tonic
1o build up yourrun-down
system, take the advice
dul. Ithelped her. We
believe It will help you.

Al Drgit |
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The Best

Ctironie Constipation,

It is by no means an easy wat-
ter tocore this digeare, bur it
can be doue in most instances by
takink Chamberlain's Tablets
and vum[rlying with the plem
printed dircctions that secom-
pauny each packsge,

Stomach And Liver ‘I'roobles.
Noend of misery and actual
sufferiog 18 caused by disorders
of the stomnch and liver, and
mav be avoided by the use of
Chamberlain's tablets. Give them

a trinl. They only cost & quar.
bk y quar
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