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Secratary Bokor's Improssions of Amer-
lean Soldiors.

In writidg £0 the Associated
Press Harold E. Bechtol of Lon-
don states: c

In an interview at the home of
General Biddlé here, Secretary
of War Baker gave me his first
impressions of the First United
States Army.

. Baker was just back from.

France, where he spent many
days with the American fighters
sod watched them in battle—the
first complete American Army to
take part in the war.

“Serious soldiers” he called
them; “determined and efficient.”

B+ told of incidents he had
witnessed to illustrate their grit,
their eagerness to “have a go”
at the Germans, their gaiety.

He termed their morale ‘“‘su-
perb,” and told how they all
smile=broad American smiles.

' “But the ontstanding impress-
jion the American soldier makes,’
he added earnestly, ‘‘theimpress-
jon I carry away, 18 one of a sol-
dier who understands perfectly
well the righteous canse for which
he is fighting.” ke
Becretary Baker made it very
.emphatic that the Americans’
splendid spirif—theirlight-heart.
edness—in no sense dalled their
determination or their apprecia~
tion of the serious business a-
head. He continued: _

“The translormation of these
young Awericaus, fresh from civ-
il life, into determined, compe-
tent units of a thoronghlv effici.
ent A L oo <hort A tine is
gimply wondevinl ”

He recalled seeing these Ameri-
cans when they were “rookies”
back home in training camps.

“Their astonishing!y rapid de-
velopment has been made possi-
ble by their aptitude and intelli-
gence, their zeal aud energy; and
the wholesonled spirit in which
they dropped everything elseand
set about to learn their jobs io
the Army."

Baker stood on a hill and
watched their victorious advance
east of St. Mihiel. '

“It was an advance by thor-
oughly competent troops,” said
Baker. “Their conduct was mag-
nificent.”

The secretary visited hospitals
where the wonnded men justback
from the firing line were being
cared for. This incident, he said
jllustrates the grit of the wound.
ed Americans and the. eolicitous
care they receive.

“When I entered one hospital
two orderlics were trying to pull
off a wounded soldier’'s boot. A
bullet had gone through theboot
into his leg.

“Don’t try to ‘pull . that boot
off like that,”’ ordered a surgeon.

“But the:wounded man grit-
ted his teeth and eaid it didn’t
hurt, and started to help the or-
derlies get it off.

“‘Hurt? Of course it hurte,’
insisted the eurgeon. ‘8lit the
boot clear down the leg!" And the
boot was slit.”

Speaking of - the Americans’
physical firness, Baker said:

“In the German armv, and in
the French army, there are older
m+n and young hoye: and in a
Jesser degree this is true even in
the British army. But the Amer-

"jcans are almost all between 20
and 80—strong, muscularfello vs
in perfect physical trim."”

Baker talked with scoresof sol-
diers —soldiers of practically ev-
ery branch of the service, and of
every rank—from General Per-
shiog to Private Jones.

And be found everywhere the
same eagerness to ‘“‘get at it.”
He related this incident to illus-
trate their spirit:

“An officer going about on in.

spection out at the front asked a
group of men whether they had
gny complaints,

Foch Knows Nis Plans,
Marshal Foch is the only man
who knows just what moves he
is planning for tomorrow or
next week or next month, but
there is growing in the fighting
armies a feeling that the German
is not going to be permitted to
rest this winter,
l Fight in good weather and
dig in for bad has become almost
an accepted principle in this war,
Men tratoed in the theory of war
priorto 1914 and its practice
since have agreed every year to
the uselessness of attempting to
drive the enemy from its trench.
es, ouce the rain and sleet and
snow set in, but there areindica-
tions that the witiative taken by
the allies in July will be retained
regardless of bad weather.
If Marshal Foch Foch calls ap-
on his army groups to continue
jumping at the Germans they
will do it as they did in the ear-
ly part of the war, .for. in addi-
tion to the reinforcements that
America has provided, there is a
apirit revived. The french are
fighting with a confidenct restor-
ed and the British are goiog in
with great enthusiasm thao had
heen apparent for many monthg,
They are not merely “carrying
oun.” They are slashing away like
one does when he knows there is
another one right by his side hit-
ting just as hard.
'The Germans are not exhaust-
ed. They are not so badly fed.
Their clothing ia not bad and
thev probably have plentry ofam
munition nntwithetanding the
enormons stores they have aban
doned. But there is something
wrong and men who have com-
manded troops in the recent
Franco-American-British offens-
ives are inclined to believe it is
the realization by the people of
Germany of the hopelessoess of
keeping up the fight against a
foe who obviously is growing
stronger instead of weaker.
German npewspapers, official
and semi-official documents and
private letters that occasionally
come to the bands of the alled
troops no longer contain sneers
regarding the American arsist-
ance. Itis recognized that the
American army cannot be dis-
posed of so easily.—Ex.
e e ————
“No one answered, '
*“‘Oh, come on!’ the officer In-
gisted. ‘Youcan’t tell me that
not one of you fellowshas a thing
to complain about.’

“There was anotheresilence. Fi-
nally one sturdy American could
bold it no longer,

“(Yes,' he said, 1've got acom-
plaint. We have good weather
today and good weather vester-
day, and good weather day be-
tore yeaterday, and—' pointing
toward the German lines, ‘——
there those #ons.o’-guns are,
right over there, and wedon't go
over!’ ”

The war secretary, in St. Mi-
biel just after the French and A.
merican attacks had sent the
Germans scurrying, talked to
many citizens, They told him
that the Germans had been very
strict, but not cruel,

“Although the Germans bad
heen gone ouly a very short tile
when we entered St. Mihiel, all
the wom'n and giris, from the
smalleat toddlers to the oldest
women, were togged out in re-

markably good clothes,” Baker
continued.

*“] agked rome of the women
where they got such nice clothes.

“ {We've been saving these for
four years’ they said.

“Even more surprising was the
remarkable snumber of French
flags—flying everywhere. The
Germans had just left, mind you
8o I inquired about the flags.

Fromch Timber Cat for War Use

Timber cutting for the use of
the American army is proceeding
on a-vast scale in some of the
great forest” regiods o! France,
as well as in Switterland and
Spain. Thé cutting of & tree in
France'has been, in peace times,
little short of & felony, and no
tree could be removed until
another vigorous sapling was
ready to take its place. But the
stern requirements of the war
have compelled a change in thé
conservation of the furests, and
the French are yielding the trees
they have so long safezuarded.
Great as the racrifice is, it hasg
been recognized as & war meas-
ure, since the bringiog over from
America of the vast amount of
lumber required for construction
purposes would be practically
impossible, or if undertaken
would stop the transportation
of troops. S0 the forestsarego-
ing, and for the first time solid
stone construction is gjviog
place ib the lignter- and much
more rapid wood construction,
Besides the gathering of this
huge stock of wmaterial, requir-
ing thousands of foreste, there is
the work of building the hospi-
tals, docks, barracke, ete, The
vastness of these building opera-
tions can be judged from the one
item of building hospitals.
Hospitals are built on the ba-
8is of beds for 10 per cent of the
strength of troops; so that with
an army of & million meu in sight
the actual estimate for hospitals
18 200,000 beds, As thereareas
many attendants as wounded oc-
cupying beds, this makes require-
ments for 400,000, or the size of
a great metropolis, in the one
item of hospitals.

Several 10,00 bed hospitalsare
under way, and two 20,000 bed
hospitals are being provided.
One of these 20,000 ted estab-
lishments, with its 20,000 attend-
ants, makes a large village of it-
gelf, of 40,000 people, with their
own electric light, waterand sew-
er systems, and all the organiza-
tion of a large municipality,

The building of warehouses,
d rcks, ete., on the same gigantic
scale a8 hospitals. At three dif-
ferent points there is an average
construction of three warehouses
each day, and each 500 by 500
feet in dimensions, Ten miles of
docks is about keeping pace now
with the requirements of an ar-
my of & million men, but with a
prospective army much great-r
than a willion, thirty mmiles of
docks is the minipum require-
ment. Much of the barracksand
trench construction iy rush work
which will have to be completed
before winter.

These are some of the outstand
ing features of this huge work of
army construction carred on by
the engiovrers, far exceeding the
work of the Panama canalorany
other engineering operation the
United States has ever before un-
dertaken.—Excbange.

CURE FOR DYSINTERY.

“Whila 1 was in Ashland, Kan-

sas, a gentleman overheard me
speaking of Chamberlain’s Colic
and Diarrhoea Remedy,” writes
William Whitelaw, of Des Moines
Jowa. **He told me in detail of
what 1t had done for his family,
who was lying at the point of|
death with a violent attack of|
dvsintery, and had bein given|
up by her family physician, Some

arrhoea Remedy, which he did,
and fully believes that by doing
go saved the lif- of hi+ child. He
stated that he had also used this

ifying results.”

wom an, ‘we have had hidden a-
way for four years, waiting for

but more especially his daughter,

of the neizhbors advised him to i
give Chamberlain’s Colic and Di-|

remedy himself withequally m'a.b\ .
8i
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THE WOUNDED.
What should be done with the

ed to suffer. The erippled fighters
during their period ol service
make greater sacrifice than the
average man does in a life time
and are entitled to the greatest
care a grateful government can
give.
Heretofore the situation has
been handled through the pen-
sion system. This, however, bas
been so abused as to
bring about & new method of
managing it. Fifty years after
the close of the Civil War still
finds the pension bill carrying
ten millions of dollars. Of this
huge sum milliops are obtained
fraudulently, Clearly a better and
yet generous enough gystem was
requiréd and has been found.
Though the bars are tightened
up against fake claimants, the
wounded fighters are properly
provided for. '
_The French and British gov-
ernments, who perforce had to
tackle the problem before Ameri-
ca did, profited by the experien-
oe gained through study of our
pension system, and found im-
proved measures, We, in turn,
have profited from their laterex-
perience and bave the best plan
yet devised.

This plan provides for helping
the goldiers, but it does not con
template makiog him independ-
ent of what ability he has for
partial supportof himself. Voca-
tional schools are founded to
teach crippled men to do such
work as they can and thus keep
themr from the necessity of be-
coming objects of public charity.
And it also eerves to keep theun.
willing worker from 1mp0sing up-
on the government.

It has been found that ~onder:
ful results have followed teach-.
ing, \armless, legless or blinded
men how to work even under the
sreat handicap ol such maimed
conditions. It is a blessing to
them in more ways than one. To
a man, ambitious and sensitive,
it is disspiriting to remember
bimself as an independent, able-
bodied citizen when heissupport-
ad entirely and has no opportu.
nity to engage in the activities
of the busy world about him. Te

AWORDWITHWOMEN.

Valuable Advice for Boone Read-
ers.

Many 8 woman endures with
noble patience the daily misery
of backache, pains about the
hips, blue, nervous spells, dizzi
ness aud urinary disorders, hope-
less of relief because she doesn't
know what is the matter.

1t is not true that every pain
10 the back or bips is trouble ‘pe
caliar to the sex.” Often when
th+ kidneys get congestrd and
inflamed, such aches and pains
follow, Then help the weakened
kidneys. Don’t expect them to
get well alone.

Doan's Kidney Pills have won
the prais+ of thousands of wo-
men, They are endorsed right
in this locality. Read this wo-
man's convineing staterent:

maimed and crippled soldiers|
and sailors? Men who have giv-|served his country. The voca.
en the best of themselves and |tional school removes him from
are wholly or partially incapaci-|that status entirely. Though
tated for work cannot be allow- a grateful country helps him, ghe

!

’aventnaﬂ_y co nes to feel useless
and a handicap. This is & eruel
‘and sorry plight for a braveman
who has houorably and nobly

18 left the opportunity of engag:-
ing in productive work and
maintaining in full dignity his
place as a valuable worker in the
world, He is not isolated, which
he would be as & pensioner nct
fitted for work, but remains a
useful toiler in spite of hia par-
tial disabilty.

The workiog of the system is
thus explained in a clipping:
“Compensation will be paid by
the government to every disa-
bled soldier and sailor, irrespec-
tive of his earning capacity; but
it may be withheld if he shove
himself indifferent to the oppor-
tunities for vocational educa-
tion that the government will of-
fer. For permanent disability the
monthly compensation ranges
from $360 a year for the man
with neither wife nor child to
$900 a year for theman with
a wife and three children, In ad-
dition to this amouant, if the man
has a widowed mother, he re-
ceives $120 a year. A wan who
has lost both hands or both feet/
or both eyes will receive $1200
a year.

“The' government does not ex-
pect disabled soldiers to besolely
dependent on government com-
pensation. It proposes to fit
each man for earning his he mvst
labor. The work of traiuivg
erippled and blinded soldiers to
be self-supporting Las been
brought to a high degree of suc-
cess in both Frauce and Fng-
ani, and we may expect 1t to be
equally well managed in this
country,

“The wan who must find his
chief happiness in dwelling «n
the days when he was useful -has
u sad lile. It is a life from which
most of our wounded soldiers,
however handicapped they may
be, are to be spared. The gov-
srnment will provide them with

rable bappiness that comes from
useful and congenial ewploy-
ment,"”"—Orphan’s Friend,

.$100 REWRD $100.

The readers of this paper will
be pleased to learn that there is
at least one dreadful disense that
gcisnce has been able to cure in
all ity stages and thatiscatarrh
Caturch being greatly influenced
by eonstitntional conditions re-
guires constitutional treatiment.
Hali's Catarrh Medicine is taker
internolly and acts through the
blood on the museular surfaces
of the system therehy destroyiny,
the foundation of the diseans,
giving the patient strength by
building up the constitution and
ussisting nature in doing ite
work. The proprietors have ¢
much faith in the curative pow-
ers of Hall's Catarrh Kemedy
that they offer One Hundred Dol
lars for any case that it fails to
cure. 3end for testimonials.

Address F. J.CHENEY & CO,
Toledo, Ohio. Nold by all dru ¢
Liqty, Toe.

FOR SALE.
Farm of G7 acres more or less,

near Three Forks Chureh, about
17 neres cleared and remainder

Mrs. C. E. Huffinan, 601 Chest-
nut Ave,, Hickory, N C., sayw:
“I suffered @ lot from my back
and kidneys. 1 wasin such bad
shape I could bardly straighten
up after stooping, The pawn in
my back couldn’t have been inore
severe if someone had ruu a knif»
into me. I couldn’t sleep and
(felt mserable, Doan’s Kiduey

' Pills removed the pains in my

back and made me feel like a dif.
ferent person.”

Price 60c¢. at all dealers. Don’t
mply ask for a kidney remedy—
get doan’s Kidney Pills—the
same Mrs, Huffman has pub-
licly recommended. Foster-
Millburn Co., Props., Bulffalo,

|

“ “I'hose, t0o,’ said an elderly| our eoldiers to come back,’ ” : New York,

i timber that will bring more

[ than I ask for place. New house
amd new barn. $1,200 right now
will buy it. Also one Babzock
Isurry, ent-under and double
Lsprings behind, run very little;
Lcost $220—now first $100 gets

it. Also good strong hack $25.

JOHN 8. WILLIAMS,
Blowing Rock, N. (.
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NEWLAND, N. C.
Drugs & Druggists Sundries

| A complete line of toilet: articles,
' Mail orders given prompt atten.

1 tion. GIVE US ATRIAL. -

the means for the contivuing du-| .

PROFES SIONAL
E. Glenn Salmons,
Resident Deniist, -

BOONE,N.C.
Office at Critcher Hotel,

OFFICE HOURS:
9:00 to 13 &, m; 1:00to 4:00 p, m,

EDITUND JONES
" LAWYER—
—LENOIR, N. ¢,—

Will Practice Regularly in
‘he Courts o1 Wats URH,
6l 11

L. D. LOWE T.4 OVE
Banner Elk, N, C, Pinecla, A. ©

LOWE & LOVE

‘ATTORNEYS-AT.LAW. ™

Practice in the'courts of Avery
and surrounding counties, Care-
ful attention given to all matters
f & legal nature,

18-12.

F, A, LINNEY, '
-~ATTUORNEY AT LA Ww,—-
BOONE, N. C. '

'Will'pructice in the courts o
Watauga aud adjoining coun.
ties.

11-1911,

W. P. SPEAS, M. D.

PRACTICE LIMITED Tu
Bye, Ear, Nose and 1hrcat
HICKORY, N. C.

OFFICE OVER HOURS—9 to 13
HICEORY DRUG 00. 2tol
g, F. Lovill.>* %™~  W. R.ovwi)

Loviil & Lovill
—ATTORNEYS ATJ; LAW~
—~BOONE, N. C.— -

_ Special attention given to

Al business entrusted to
‘neir care, .°, ,°

L] .0 8

T. E.Bingham.
Lawyer
BOONE, A. C.
& Prompt attention given to
all matters of a legal nature.
<ollections a specialty,

Office with Attoraey F, A, Lin-
ney.

OR, R, D, JENNINGS

REsiDEET DENTIST,

e DasNers ELk, N, C,
At Boove on first Mouday of
every month for 4 or 5 days nud

every court week, Office ut the
Blackburn Hotel.

John k. Brown

LAWYER,
BOONE, N.C
Prompt attention given to all
matters of a legul nature, Col.
lections a epecialty, Uffce with
Lovill & Lovill,

doneat this shop
under s positive
guarantee & n
naterial used |y
varanteed to be genuine. Estimatca
urnished on all 1wall oeders, Batise
faction guaranteed In every respest
ounaliraliroad watohes, Ofice Learthe
Watanga Co. Bank,

"- W. BR“AN

Grada te Jeweler nud Wateb u sk
. BOONE,N. C i



